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DMUND' SMITH is one 61 thoſe wah 


writers who have, without much labour, at- 
rained high reputation, and who are mentioned with 
reverence rather for the poſſeſſion , than the een 


of uncommon abilities. 5 
Oft his life little f is known ; and that little claims 


vo praiſe but what can be given to intellectual ex- 


cellence, ſeldom employed to any virtuous purpoſe. 
His character, as given by Mr. Oldiſworth, with all 
the partiality of friendſhip, which is ſaid by Dr. 
Burton ro ſhew * what fine things one man of parts 
can ſay to another,” and which, however, compriſes 
great part of what can be known of Mr. Smith, it is 

better to tranſcribe at once than to take by pieces. 
1 ſhall ſubjoin ſuch little memorials as accident as 


: E 


Mr. EDMUND SMITH was the 4 Gow of an 


0 merchant, one Mr. Neale, by a daughter of 


the famous baron Lechmere. Some misfortunes of 

is father, which were ſoon followed by his death, 

were the occaſion of the ſon's eng left very young 
Vor. X. | B in 


. 


in the hands of a near relation (one who married 
Mr. Neale's ſiſter), whoſe name was Smith. 


This gentleman and his lady treated him as their 
the care by Dr. Buſby ; whence, after hs loſs of his 
faithful and generous guardian (whoſe name he aſ- 
ſumed and retained), he was removed to Chriſt- 
church in Oxford, and there by his aunt handſomely 
maintained till her death; after which he continued 


a member of that learned and ingenious ſociety till 


within five years of his own; though, ſome time 
before his leaving Chriſt- church, he was ſent for by 
his mother to Worceſter, and owried and acknow- 


ledged as her legitimate ſon; which had not been 
mentioned, but to wipe off the aſperſions that were 


ignorantly caſt by ſome on his birth. It is to be 


remembered, for our author's honour, that, when at 
Weſtminſter election he ſtood a candidate for one of 


the univerſities, he ſo fignally diſtinguiſhed himſelf 


by his conſpicuous performances, that there aroſe no 


ſmall contention, between the repreſentative electors 
of Trinity- college in Cambridge and Chriſt church 


in Oxon, which of thoſe two royal ſocieties ſhould 
adopt him as their own. But the electors of Trinity- 


college having the preference of choice that year, 


they reſolutely elected him; who yet, being invited 


at the ſame time to Chriſt-church, choſe, to accept 


of a ſtudentſhip there. Mr. Smith's perfections, as 
well natural as acquired, ſeem to have been form- 
ed . ene who an in 7 Art * F. 
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1 Ego nec ſtudium ſine divite end, * 
« Nec rude quid profit video 1 ingenium : 2 alterivs 1 
Altera poſcit opem res, & conjurat amice.“ 1 9p} 


— 


He was endowed by Nature with all thoſe excel - 
lent and neceſſary qualifications which are previous 
to the accompliſhment of a great man. His memory 
was large and tenacious, yet by a curious felicity 
chiefly ſuſceptible of the fineſt impreſſions it received 
from the beſt authors he read, which it always pre- 
ſerved in their Primitive ſtrength and amiable 
anden. I 5 . 

He had a 8 of ee and viva- 
city of underſtanding, which eaſily took - in and ſur- 
mounted the moſt ſubtle and knotty parts of mathe- 
maticks and metaphyſicks. His wit was prompt 
and flowing, yet ſolid and piercing z his taſte de- 
licate, his head clear, and his way of expreſſing his 
thoughts perſpicuous and engaging. - I ſhall ſay. no- 
thing of his perſon, which yet was ſo well turned, 
that no negle& of himſelf in his dreſs could render 
it diſagreeable; inſomuch that the fair ſex, who ob- 
ſerved and eſteemed him, at once commended and 
-reproved him by the name of the handſome ſloven. 
An eager but generous and noble emulation grew 
up with him ; which (as it were a rational ſort of 
inſtin&) puſhed him upon ſtriving to excel in every 
art and ſcience that could make him a credit to his 
college, and that college the ornament of the moſt 
learned and pohte univerſity; and it was his happi- 
neſs to have ſeveral contemporaries and fellow- 
ſtudents who exerciſed and excited this virtue in 
themſelves and others, thereby becoming ſo deſerv - 
| B 2 | edly 
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edly in favour with this age, and ſo good a proof of 
its nice difcernment. His judgement, naturally good, 
ſoon ripened into an exquiſite ſmeneſs and diſtinguiſh- 
wg ſagacity, which as it was active and buſy, ſo it 
was vigorous and manly, keeping even paces with a 
rieh and ſtrong, imagination, always upon the wing, 
and never tired with afpirmg. Hence it was, that, 
though he writ as young as Cowley, he had no pueri- 
ties; and his earheſt productions were ſo far from 
having any thing in them mean and trifling, that, 


like the junior - compoſitions of Mr. Stepney, they 


may make grey authors bluh. There are many of 
his firſt eſſays in oratory, in epigram, elegy, and 
epique, {till handed about the univerfity in manu- 
ſcript, which ſhew a maſterly hand; and, though 
maimed and injured by frequent tranſcribing, make 
their way mto our moſt celebrated miſcellanies, where 
they ſhine with uncommon luftre. Beſides thoſe 
verſes in the Oxford books, which he could not help 
ſetting his name to, ſeveral of his compoſitions came 
abroad under other names, which his own fingular 
modeſty, and faithful filence, ftrove in vain to con- 
ceal. The Encœnia and publick Collections of the 
Univerſity upon State Subjects were never in ſuch 
eſteem, either for elegy and congratulation,' as when 
he contributed moſt largely to them; and it was 
natural for thoſe, who knew his peculiar way of 
writing, to turn to his ſhare in the work, as by far 
the moſt reliſhing part of the entertainment. As 
his parts were extraordinary, ſo he well knew how 
to improve them; and not only to poliſh' the dia- 
mond, but enchaſe it in the moſt ſolid and durable 
metal. Though he was an academick the greateſt 
| part 


part of his * yet he contracted no ſourneſs of 
temper, no ſpice: of pedantry, no iteh of diſputation, 
or obſtinate contention for the old or new philoſo- 
phy, no afluming way of dictating to others; which 
are faults (though excuſable) which ſome are in- 
ſenfibly led into, who are conſtrained to dwell long 
within the walls of a private college. His conver- 
ſation was pleaſant and inſtructive; and what Horace 
ſaid of Plotius, Varius, and a * juſtly be 
| W to him: ee ee 7 een 2 
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As correct a writer as he was in is" moſt elabratk 
pieces, he read the works of others with candour, 
and reſerved his greateſt ſeverity for his own compo- 
ſitions; being readier to cheriſh and advance, than 
damp or depreſs, a rifing genius, and as patient of 
being excelled himſelf (if 1 could * ey he bes 
induſtrious to excel others. 

Twere to be wiſhed he had confined himſelf to a 
particular profeſſion, who was capable of ſurpaſſing 
in any; but, in this, bis want of application was in 
a a great meaſure wm to you want dere bee ee 

He paſſed through te relle er the college 
| 410 univerſity with unuſual applauſe; and though 
he often ſuffered his friends to call him off from his 
retirements, and to lengthen out thoſe jovial avoca- 
tions, yet his return to his ſtudies were ſo much the 
more paſſionate, and his intention upon thoſe refined 
pleaſures of reading and thinking fo vehement (to 
which his facetious and unbended intervals bore no 

Ey pro- 


Yes 
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proportion), that tbe babit grew upon him, and the 
ſeries of meditation and reflect ion being kept up 
whole weeks together, he could better ſort his ideas, 
and take in the ſundry parts of a ſcience at one view, 
without interruption or confuſion. Some indeed of 
his acquaintance, who were pleaſed to diſtinguiſn be- 
tween the wit and the ſcholar, extolled him altogether 
on the account of theſe titles; but others, who 
knew him better, could not forbear doing him juſ- 
tice as a prodigy in both kinds. He had ſignalized 
himſelf, in the ſchools, as a philoſopher and pole- 
mick of extenfive knowledge and deep penetration; 
and went through all the courſes with a wiſe regard 

to the dignity, and importance of each ſcience, I 
_ him in the Divinity-ſchoal reſponding and 
diſputing with a perſpicuous energy, a ready exact- 
neſs, and commanding force of argument, when Dr. 
Jane worthily preſided in the chair; whaſe conde- 
ſcending and diſintereſted commendation of him gave 
him ſuch a repntation as ſilenced the envious ma- 
lice of his enemies, who durſt, not contradict the 
approbation of ſo profound a maſter in theology. 
None of thoſe ſelf· ſufficient creatures, who have 
either trifled with philoſophy, by attempting to ri- 
dicule it, or have encumbered it with novel terms 


and burdenſome explanations, underſtood its real 


weight and purity half ſo well as Mr. Smith. He 
was too diſcerning to allow of the character of un- 
profitable, rugged, and abſtruſe, which ſome ſuper- 
ficial ſcioliſts (ſo very ſmooth and palite as to admit 
of no impreſſion), either out of an unthinking indo- 
lence, or an ill grounded prejudice, had affixed to 
this ſort of ſtudies. He knew the thorny terms of 

| philq- 
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riloſophy ence/ in the true doctri 

of, religions 2 —— ſchool-divinity. as up- 
| rougt but well- wrought army, which might 
at dne adorn and defend the — eee and 

a him for the combat. 15 
Mr. Smith had a long and e . in 
all the Greek and Latin Clafticks ;. with whom he 
had carefully compared whateyer was worth peruſing 
in the French, Spaniſh, and Italian, (to which lan- 
guages he was no ſtranger), and in all the celebrated 
writers of his own country. But then, accor | 
the curious obſervation of the. late Earl of hat 
bury, he kept the poet in awe by regular criti iſm; 
and, as it were, married the two arts: for their mu- 
tual ſupport. and improvement. There was not a 
tract of credit, upon that ſubject, which he had not 
diligentiy examined, from Ariſtotle down to Hede- 
lin and Boſſu; ſo that, having each rule conſtantly 
before him, he could carry the art through every 
poem, and at once point out the graces, and deform - 
ities. By this means he ſeemed to read. with a de- 
ben to correct, as well as imi tat 
Being thus prepared, he could not but taſte 0 
little delicacy that was ſet before him; though it was 
impoſſible for him at the ſame time to be fed and 
nouriſhed with any thing but what was ſubſtantial 
and laſting. He conſidered the ancients and mo- 
derns not as parties or rivals for fame, but as archi- 

tects upon one and the ſame plan, the Art of Poetry; 

according to which he judged, approved, — 
blamed, without flattery or detraction. If he did not 
always commend the compoſitions of others, it was 
not ill · nature (which was not in his temper); but 
B 4 ſtrict 


frict juſlice would not let hini call a few flowers ſet 
in ranks, a glb meafure; and ſo many couplets, by 
the name of poetry: he was of 3 — 
nion, „ = nöd adaürenz lob bas mwbe 2 
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for" ſome meb's overbearing vanity mäde im ens. 


mies, yet the better part of manki er 

by the freedom of his reflections. 
in Büane Speck, tobgh tikel fror k re- 

tote” and imperfect copy, hath ſhewn the world 

how great '# maſter he was of the Ciceronian elo- 

quence,” mixed with the” concfſeneſs aud force 'of 


and the acute and wiſe feflections of Tacitus. 
Sidce Temple and Roſtotnmon, bo mn — 
ood Horace better, eſpecially as to his happy 
diction, rolling numbers, beautiful imagery, and al- 
ternate mixture of the ſ6ft and the ſublime. This 
endeared Dr. Haunes's odes to him, the fineſt genius 
for Latin lyrick ſince the Auguſtan Age. His friend 
Mr. Philips's ode to Mr. St John (late Lord Boling- 
broke), after the manner of Horace's Luſory or A ma- 
torian Odes, is certainly a maſter . piece; but Mr. 
Smith's Pocockius is of the ſublimer kind, though, 
like Waller's writings upon Oliver Cromwell, it 
wants not the moſt delicate and furptiſing turns pe- 
culiar to the perſon praiſed. I do not remember to 
have ſeen any thing like it in Dr. Bathurſt, who 
had made ſome attempts this way with applauſe. 
He was an excellent judge of * and ſo good 


an 
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with amazing facility and accuracy. As be bad 
thoroughly read and digeſted Thuanus's works, ſo 
this kind was ſo weil known aud allowed, that he 
had been ſingled out by ſome great men to write a 
hiſtory ; which it was for their intereſt to have done 

he utmoſt art and dextefity. I ſhall not men 
— — what reaſons this deligo was dropped; 
though they are very much to Mr. Smith's honour. 
The truth is, and I ſpeak it before living witneſſes, 
whilſt an agreeable company could f him upon a 
fubje& of uſeful literature, nobody ſhone to greater 
advantage; cmd 1 _ Memmius whom 
eee off: $394 XL an en ige 
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In works ate not eb ud thoſe ſeattered ug 
and down in Miſcellanies and Collections, REA 
wreſted re by bis friends with great Jifficulty 
and reluctance. All of them together make but a 
ſmall om ur — %greeter body which lies 
diſperſed in the poſſeſſion of numerous acquaintance; 
and cannot perhaps be made intire, without great 
injuſtice to bim, becauſe few of them had his laſt 
hand, and the tranſcriber was often obliged to take 
the liberties of à friend. His condolence for the 
death of Mr. Philips is full of the nobleſt beauties, 
and hath done juſtiee to the aſhes of that ſecond 
Milton, whoſe writings. will laſt as long as the Eng- 
Mes | . £ | liſh 
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lh language, generoſity, and valour. For him Mr. 


Smith had contracted a perfect friendſhip; a paſſion 
he was moſt ſuſeeptible of, and _ laws mann 
upon as ſacred. and inviolable. line la - tv? 
Every ſubject that paſſed was ki pedal 
the life, proportion, and embelliſhments beſtowed on 
it, which an- exquiſite ſkill, a warm imagination, and 
a cool judgement, poſſibly could beſtow gon it. 
The, epique, lyrick, elegiac, every ſort of poetry 
he touched upon (and he had touched upon à great 
variety), was raiſed to its proper height, and the 
differences between each of them obſerved with a 
judicious accuracy. Me ſaw the ald rules and new 


beauties placed in admirable order by each other; 


and there was a predominant faney and ſpirit of his 


on infuſed, ſuperior to what ſome draw! off from the 


ancients, or from poeſies here and there culled out 
of the moderns, by a painful induſtry and ſervile 
imitation. His contrivances were adroit and mag- 
nificent ; his images lively and adequate; his ſenti- 
ments charming and majeſtick ;. his, expreſſions: na- 
tural and bold; his numbers various and ſounding ; 


and that enameled mixture of claſſical wit, which, 


without redundance and affectation, ſparkled through 
bis writings, and were no ele Pernes and age · 
able. 
bs; Pladra is a 3 N _d * 
e it was as great as the molt, ſanguine ex- 
pectations of his friends could promiſe. or, foreſee. 
The number of nights, and the common method. of 
filling che houſe, are not always the ſureſt marks of 
judging; what encouragement à play meets with: 
but the generoſity of all the perſons of a refined taſte 
about 
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about town was remarkable on this occaL%˙ i; and it 
muſt not be forgotten how zealouſſy Mr. Addiſon 
eſpouſed his intereſt, with all the elegant Judgement 
And diffuſive good-nature for which that accom- 
pliſhed zun and author is ſo juſtly valued by 
mankind. But as to Phedra, ſhe has certainly made 
a finer figure under Mr. Smith's conduct, upon the 
Engliſh ſtage, than either in Rome or Athens; and if 
ſhe excels the Greek and Latin Pbædra, I need not 
ſay ſhe ſurpaſſes the French one, though embelliſhed 
with whatever regular beauties and moving — 
Racine himſelf could give hg ert. 
No man had a juſter notion of the Aificulty'of 
compoſing than Mr. Smith; and he ſometimes would 
cteate greater difficulties than he had reaſon to ap- 
prehend. Writing with eaſe, what (as Mr. Wy- 
cherley ſpeaks) may be eafily written; moved his in- 
dignation- When he was writing upon a ſubject, he 
would ſeriouſly conſider what Demoſthenes, Homer, 
Virgil, or Horace, if alive, would ſay upon that 
occafion, which whetted him to exceed himfelf as 
well as others. Nevertheleſs, he could not, or 
would not, finiſh ſeveral” ſubjects he undertook; 
which may be imputed either to the briſkneſs of his 
fancy, ſtill hunting after new matter, or to an occa- 
ſional indolence, which ſpleen and laſſitude brought 
upon him, which, of all his foibles, the world was 
leaſt inclined to forgive. That this was not owing 
to conceit or vanity, or a fulneſs of himſelf (a frailty 
which has been imputed to no leſs men than Shak- 
ſpeare and Jonſon), is clear from hence; becauſe he 
left his works to the entire diſpoſal of his friends, 
whoſe moſt „ cenſures he even courted and 
ſolicited, 


Glicited, 1 their animadverſions, and the 
reedom they took with therm th: an een 
and prudent reſignation. 1 e hors EW 
I have ſeen ſketches and — * of ſame 
poems to be defigned, ſet out analytically; wherein 
the fable, ſtructure, and connexion, the images, in- 
cidents, . moral; epiſodes, and à great variety of or- 
naments, were ſo finely laid out, ſo well fitted to the 
rules of art, and ſquared fo exactly to the prece- 
dents of the ancients, that I have often looked on 
theſe: poetical elements with the ſame concern with 
whieh curious men are affected at the ſight of the 
moſt entertaining remains and ruins of an antique 
figure or building. Thoſe fragments of the learned, 
which ſome men have been ſo proud of their pains 
without life, when compared with theſe embryos 
which wanted not ſpirit enough to preſerve them; 
ſo that I cannot help thinking, that, if ſome of them 
were to come abroad, they would be as highly valued 
by the poets, as the ſketches of Julio and Titian are by 
the painters ; though there is nothing in them but a 
a few outlines, as to the deſign and proportion. 
It muſt be confeſſed, that Mr. Smith had ſome 
defects in his conduct, which: thoſe are moſt apt to 
remember who could imitate him in nothing elſe. 
His freedom with himſelf drew ſeverer acknowledge- 
ments from him than all the malice he ever pro- 
voked was capable of advancing, and he did not 
ſeruple to give even his misfortunes the hard name 
of faults; but, if the world had half his good- na- 
ture, all the ſhady parts would be en W out 
of an character, 


i man, 
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A man, who; under poverty, calamities, and diſap- 
pointments, could make ſo many friends, and thoſe ſo 
truly valuable, muſt have juſt and noble ideas of 
the paſſion of friendiitip," in the ſucceſs" of which 
conſiſted the greateſt, if not the only, happineſs of his 
life. He knew very well what was due to his birth, 
though Fortune threw him ſhort of it in every other 
circumftance of life. He avoided making any, 
though perhaps reaſonable, complaints' of her dif- 
penſations, under which he had honour enough to 
be eaſy, without touching the favours the flung in 
his way when offered to him at the price of a more 
durable reputation. He took care to have no deal- 
ings with mankind, in which he could not be juſt; 
and he defired to be at no other expence in his pre- 
tenſions than that of intrinfick merit, which was the 
only burthen and reproach he ever brought upon his 
friends. He could ſay, as Horace did of bimſelf, 


wats I never yet faw tranflated : 


2 « — Meo ſum pauper in ære.“ ; 


At his coming to town, no man was more fur- 
rounded by all thoſe who really had or pretended to 
wit, or more courted by the great men, who had 
then a power and opportunity of encouraging arts 
and ſciences, and gave proofs of their fondneſs for 
the name of Patron in many inſtances, which will 
ever be remembered to their glory. Mr. Smith's 
character grew upon his friends by intimacy, and 
out- went the ftrongeſt prepoſſeſſions which had been 
conceived in his favour, Whatever quarrel a few 
ſour creatures, whoſe obſcurity is their happineſs, 


may 3 have to the age; yet amidſt a ſtudied 
neglect, 
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neglect, and total diſuſe of all thoſe ceremonial af- 
tendances, faſhionable equipments, and external re- 
commendations, which are thought neceſſary intro- 
dpctions into the grande monde, this gentleman was 
ſo happy as ſtill to pleaſe ; and whilſt the rich, the 
gay, the noble, and honourable, ſaw how much he 
excelled in wit and learning, they eaſily ſorgave him 
all other differences. Hence it was that both his 
acquaintance and retirements were his own free 
choice. What Mr. Prior obſerves upon a very great 


character was true of him, that moſt of bis e 
brought their excuſe with them. 


Thoſe who blamed. him moſt 1 bim 
leaſt, it being the cuſtom of the vulgar to charge an 
excels upon the moſt complaiſant, and to form a 
character by the morals of a few, who bave ſome- 
times ſpoiled an hour or two in good company. 
Where only fortune is wanting to make a great 
name, that fingle exception can never paſs upon the 
beſt judges and moſt equitable obſervers of mankind; 
and when the time comes for the world to ſpare their 
pity, we may juſtly enlarge our demands Hoo them 
for their admiration. | 
Some few years before his 3 he bad engaged 
himſelf in ſeveral conſiderable undertakings; in all 
which he had prepared the world to expect mighty 
things from him. I have ſeen about ten ſheets of 
his Enghfp Pindar, which exceeded any thing of that 
kind I could ever hope for in our own language. 
He had drawn out a plan of a tragedy of the Lady 
Jane Grey, and had gone throvgh ſeveral ſcenes of 
it. But he could not well have bequeathed that 
Vork to better hands than where, I hear, it is at pre: 
t 
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ſent lodged; and the bare mention of . names 
may juſtify the largeſt expectations, and is ee 
to make the town an agreeable invitation. 
His greateſt and nobleſt undertaking was en f 
He had finiſhed an entire tranſlation of the Sublime, | 
which he ſent to the reverend Mr. Richard Parker, 
a friend of his, late of Merton College, an exact erĩi- 
tick in the Greek tongue, from whom it came to my 
hands. The French verſion of Monſieur Boileau, 
though truly valuable, was far ſhort of it. He pro- 
poſed a large addition to this work, of notes and ob- 
ſervations of his own, with an entire ſyſtem of the 
Art of Poetry, in three books, under the titles of 
Thought, Diction, and Figure. 1 ſaw the laſt of theſe 
perfect, and in a fair copy, in which he ſhewed, pro- 
digious judgement and reading ; and particularly had 
reformed. the Art of Rhetorick, by reducing that vaſt 
and confuſed heap of terms, with which a long ſuc- 
ceſſion of pedants had encumbered the world, to a 
very. narrow. compaſs, comprehending all that was 
uſeful and ornamental in poetry. Under each head 
and chapter, he intended to make remarks upon all 
the ancients and moderns, the Greek, Latin, Engliſh, 
French, Spaniſh, and Italian poets, and to note their 
ſeveral beauties and defects. | | 
What remains of his works is lefe, as 1 am in- 
formed, in the hands of men of worth and judge- 
ment, who loved him. It cannot be ſuppoſed they 
would ſuppreſs any thing that was his, but out of 
reſpect to his memory, and for want of proper hands 
to finiſh what ſo ſo great a en had i: 42s 
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*-SUCH is the declamation of Oldiſworth, writt 

while his admiration was yet freſh, and his Kindneſs 
warm; and therefore ſuch as, without any criminal 
Purpoſe of deceiving, ſhews a mn defire to make 
the moſt of all favourable truth. I cannot much 
commend the performance. The praiſe is often in- 
diſtinct, and the ſentences are loaded with words of 
more pomp than uſe. There is little, however, that 
can be contradicted, even ener a A tale comes 
ee teld. 3 eee 


EDMUND NEALE, eden y e name of 
Such, was born at Handley, the feat of the Lech - 
meres, in Worceſterſhire, | The year of his birth 
is uncertain &. „ eee He NE ORE x 
He was educated at Weſtminſter. Tt is known to 
have been the practice of Dr. Buſby to detain thoſe 


7 youth long at ſchool, of whom he had formed the 


higheſt expectations. Smith took his maſter's de- 
gree' on the 8th of July, 1696; he therefore was 
probably admitted into the univerſity in "L009, when 
ye may ſuppoſe him twenty years old. 

His reputation for literature in his college was 
fuch as has been told; but the indecency and li- 
centiouſneſs of his behaviour drew upon him, Dec. 
24, 1694, while he was yet only Batchelor, a public 
admonition, entered upon record, in order to his ex- 


pulſion. Of this reproof the effect is not known. 


He was probably leſs notorious. At Oxford, as we 
all _ RES _ Pa nn, bong to ker n merit t | 


* By his n he appears to iti been 42 years ,"q 
when he died. He was conſequently born in the year 1668. R. 
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and of that he bad exhibited ſufficient eridence by 

his excellent ode on the death of the great Orientaliſt, 

Dr. Pocock, who died in 1691, and whoſe ö 
muſt have been written by Smith when he en 


but two years in the univerſit . 
Iuhis ode, which cloſed the — nite — che 
Muſee  Anglicane, though perhaps ſome objections 
may be made to its Latinity, is by far the beſt Ly» 
where to ſind it equalled among the modern writers. 
It expreſſes, with great felicity, images not claſſical 
in claſſical diction: its digreſſions and returns have 
been deſervedly — 1 en as . 
for i imitation. 711 


He bad ſeveral i imitations s from Conley 33 oo g 


Teftitur hinc tot au coloribus 2 f 
Gor tu, Pococki, diflimilis tui | by Fes 
+ /Orator effers, quot viciſſim | FTI EN 
Te memores celebrare gaudertt. 


I will not ä the figure which makes the 
orator pronounce the colours, or give to colours memory 
and delight, I quote it, however, as an imitation of 


theſe lines: : 


9 So many b he had in ſtore, 
That only F. ame ſhall no Wu him i in more. 


be finite; bj erhich an "ey man, e the 
fire of his youth, is compared to tna flaming 
through the ſnow, which Smith has uſed with great 
pomp, is ſtolen from Cowley, . little _ 


the labour of cε,,v. te. 
uy Vor. he Ca” — lle 
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He proceeded to take his degree of Maſter of 
Arts, July 8, 1696. Of the exerciſes which he per- 
formed on that occaſion, I have not heard n thing 
memorable.  ' - bk 
As his years advanced, he advanced in reputation; ; 
for he continued to cultivate his mind, though he 
did not amend his jirregularities: by which he gave 
ſo much offence, that, April 24, 1700, the Dean and 


Chapter declared the place of Mr. Smith void, he 


«© having been convicted of riotous behaviour in the 
« houſe of Mr. Cole, an apothecary: but it was re- 
ce ferred to the Dean when and upon what occaſion 
© the ſentence ſhould be put in execution.” - 

Thus tenderly was he treated : the governors of 


his college could hardly keep him, and yet wiſhed 


that he would not force them to drive him away. 
Some time afterwards he aſſumed an appearance 

of decency : in his own phraſe, he whitened himſelf, 

having a deſire to obtain the cenſorſhip, an office of 


honour and ſome profit in the college; but, when 


the election came, the preference was given to Mr. 
Foulkes, his] junior: the ſame, I ſuppoſe, that joined 
with Freind in an edition of part of Demoſthenes, 
The cenſor is a tutor; and it was not thought pro- 
per to truſt the ſuperintendance of others to a man 
who took ſo little care of himſelf. 
From this time Smith employed his malice and 
his wit againſt the Dean, Dr. Aldrich, whom he 
conſidered as the opponent of his claim. Of his 


lampoon upon him, I once heard a ſingle line too 


groſs to be repeated, 
But he was ſtill a genius and a ſcholar, and Ox- 
ford was unwilling to loſe him : he was endured, 
with | 


with all his pranks and his vices, two years 1 : 
but on Dec. 20, 1705, at the inſtance of all the ca- 
nons, the ſentence declared five years before was put | 
in execution. 4 

The execution was, I believe, ſilent and 88 5 
for one of his friends, from whom I learned much of 
his life, appeared not to know it. 

He was now driven to London, where he aſſociated 
himſelf with the Whigs, whether becauſe they were 
in power, or becauſe the Tories had expelled him, or 
becauſe he was a Whig by principle, may perhaps 
be doubted. He was, however, careſſed by, men of 
great abilities, whatever were their. party, and was 
ſupported by the liberality, of thoſe who delighted in 
his converſation. 

IT here was once a deſign, hinted at by Oldiſworth; 
to have made him uſeful. One evening, as he was 
ſitting with a friend at a tavern, he was called down 
by the waiter; and, having ſtaid ſome time below, 
came up thoughtful. After a pauſe, ſaid he to his 
friend, . He that wanted me below was Addiſon, 
ce whoſe buſineſs was to tell me that a Hiſtory of the 
« Revolution was intended, and to propoſe that I 
“ ſhould undertake it. I ſaid, * What ſhall I do 
© with the character of Lord Sunderland ?* and Ad- 
© diſon immediately returned, When, Rag, were 
© you drunk laſt? and went away.” 

Captain Rag was a name which he got at Oxford 
by his negligence of dreſs. 

This ftory I heard from the late Mr. Clark of 
Lincoln s Inn, to whom it was told by the friend of 
Smith. : 82525 | 
+ Ca: : U 4. Jom_—_ 
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Such ſcruples might debar him from ſome profit- 
able employments; but, as they could not deprive 
him of any real eſteem, they left him many friends; 
and no man was ever better introduced to the theatre 
than he, who, in that violent conflict of Parties, had a 
Prologue and Epilogue from the ow wits on eicher 
ſide. | 
But learning and nature will now ans then tive 
different courſes. His play pleaſed the criticks, and 
the criticks only, It was, as Addifon has recorded, 

hardly heard the third night. Smith had indeed 
truſted entirely to his merit, had enſured no band of 
applauders, nor uſed any artifice to force ſucceſs, and 


found that native excellence was not ſufficient = 


its own ſupport. 

The play, however, was bought by Liner; who 
 diVatided the price from fifty guineas, the current 
rate, to ſixty; and Halifax, the general patron, ac- 
cepted the dedication. Smith's indolence kept him 
from writing the dedication, till Lintot, after fruit- 
leſs importunity, gave notice that he would publiſh 
the play without it. Now, therefore, it was written ; 
and Halifax expected the author with his book, and 
had prepared to reward him with a place of three 
hundred pounds a year. Smith, by pride, or caprice, 
or indolence, or baſhfulneſs, neglected to attend him, 
though doubtleſs warned and preſſed by his friends, 
and at laſt miffed his reward RN not going to fo- 
licit 4: 

* Addiſon has, in the Spolator; mentioned the neg- 
lect of Smith's tragedy as diſgraceful to the nation, 
and imputes it to the fondneſs for operas then pre- 
. The — zof Addiſon is great; yet 

the 
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the voice of the people, * to pleaſe the people 
is the purpoſe, deſerves regard... In this queſtion, I 
cannot but think the people in the right, The fable 
is mythological, a ſtory which we are accuſtomed 
to reject as faults; and the manners are ſo diſtant 
from our own, that we know them not from ſym- 
pathy, but by ſtudy ; the ignorant do not underſtand 
the action; the learned reject. it as a ſchool-boy's 
tale; incredulus adi. What I cannot for a moment 
believe, I. cannot ſor a moment behold with intereſt 
or anxiety. The ſentiments thus remote from life 
are removed yet further by the diction, which is too 
luxuriant and ſplendid for dialogue, and envelopes 
the thoughts, rather than diſplays them. It is A 
ſcholar's mow ſuch as may pleaſe the reader rather 
than the ſpectator; the work of a vigorous and ele- 
gant AP accuſtomed to pleaſe itſelf with its own 
conceptions, but of little e e with the courſe 8 
of life. 85 

Dennis tells . in one #4 his pieces, that he 
had once a deſign to have written the tragedy of 
Phedra ; but was convinced that the Wien was too 
mythological. 

In 1709, a year after the 1 of Pheard, 
died John Philips, the friend and fellow · collegian of 
Smith, who, on that occaſion, wrote a poem, which 
Juſtice muſt place among the beſt elegies which our 
language can ſhew, an elegant mixture of fondneſs 
and admiration, of dignity and ſoftneſs. | There are 
ſome paſſages too ludicrous ; but every human per- 
formance has its M « 
This elegy it was the mode among bis Hichal to 

Cc 3. 3 3 purchaſe 
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purchaſe for a' guinea ; - and, as his acquaintance was 
numerous, it was a very profitable poem. 

Of his Pindar mentioned by Oldiſworth, I have 
never otherwiſe heard. His Longinus he intended to - 
accompany with ſome illuſtrations, and had ſelected 
his inſtances of the falſe ary from the works of 
Blackmore. 

He reſolved to try again the fortune of the Stage, 
with the flory of Lady Jane Grey. It is not unlike- 
Iy that his experience of the inefficacy and incredi- 
bility of a mythological rale might determine him 
to chooſe an action from Engliſh Hiſtory, at no 
great diſtance from our own times, which was to end 
in a real event, produced by the perten of known 
characters, 

A ſubject will not eaſily occur that can give more 
opportunities of informing the underſtanding, for 

which Smith was unqueſtionably qualified, or for 
moving the paſſions, i in which 1 ſuſpect him to have 
had leſs power. 

Having formed his plan and collected cater, 
he declared that a few months would complete his 
deſign; and, that he might purſue his work with leſs 
frequent avocations, he was, in June, 1710, invited 
by Mr. George Ducket to his houſe at Gartham, in 
Wiltſhire, Here he found ſuch opportunities of in- 
dulgence as did not much forward his ſtudies, and 
particularly ſome ſtrong ale, too delicious to be re- 
ſiſted. He eat and drank till he found himſelf 
plethorick : and then, reſolving to eaſe himſelf by 
evacuation, he wrote to an apothecary i in the neigh- 
bourhood a preſcription of a purge ſo forcible, that 
the * thought it his duty to delay it till 


bg 
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he had given notice of its danger. Smith, not pleaſed 
with the contradiction of a ſhopman, and boaſtful of 
his own knowledge, treated the notice with , rude 
contempt, and ſwallowed his own medicine, which, 

in July, 1710, brought him to * grave. He. was 
buried at Gartaam. 5592 „ rt 

Many years afterwards, Ducket communion 
to Oldmixon, the hiſtorian, an account pretended to 
have been received from Smith, that Clarendon's 
Hiſtory was, in its publication, corrupted by Al- 
drich, Smalridge, and Atterbury; and that Smith 
was employed to forge and inſert the alterations. 
This ſtory was publiſhed triumphantly by Oldmixon, 
and may be ſuppoſed to have been eagerly received; but 
its progreſs was ſoon checked; for finding its way in- 
to the Journal of Trevoux, it fell under the eye of 
Atterbury, then an exile in France, who immediately 
denied the charge, with this remarkable particular, 
that he never in his whole life had once ſpoken to 
Smith; his company being, as muſt be inferred, 
not accepted by thoſe wan eaged to their cha- 
teste, 

The charge was W very diligently WE? 
by Dr. Burton, of Eton, a man eminent for litera, 
ture; and, though not of the ſame party with Ald- 
rich and Atterbury, too ſtudious of truth to leave 
them burthened with a falſe charge. The teſtimo- 
nies which he has collected have convinced mankind 
that either Smith or Ducket was Soller of wilful 
and malicious falſchood, 

This controverſy brought i into view 00 parts of 
Smith's life which, with more honour to his ank, 

might have been concealed, " 
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Of Smith I can yet fay a little more. He was 
a man of ſuch eſtimation among his companions, 
that the caſual cenſures or praiſes which he dropped 
in converſation were confidered, like — of . ” 
ger, as worthy of preſervation.” _ | 

He had great readineſs and exactneſs 1 oridicifen; 
and by a curſory glance over a new compoſition 
* exactly tell all its faults and beauties. 

He was remarkable for the power of reading with 
great rapidity, and of retaining . n. n 
what he fo eaſily collecte. 

He therefore always knew what ths peetent . 
tion required; and, when his friends expreſſed their 
wonder at his acquiſitions, made in a ſtate of appa- 
rent negligence and drunkenneſs, he never diſcover- 
ed his hours of reading or method of ſtudy, but in- 
vol ved himſelf in affected filence, and fed 12 wen 
very with their admiration. 

One practice he had, which was bal ily ebſeived' 
if any thought or image was preſented to his 
mind, that he could uſe or improve, he did not 
ſuffer it to be loſt ; but, amidſt the jollity of a tavern, 
or in the warmth of nnn, ore Rane. 
committed it to paper, 

Thus it was that he had gathered two quires of 
hints for bis new tragedy ; of which Rowe, when 
they were put into his hands, could make, as he 
ſays, very little uſe, but which the collector rd 
ed as a valuable ſtock of materials. | 

When he came to London, his way of life « con- 
nected him with the licentious and diſſolute; and he 
affected the airs and gaiety of a man of pleaſure; 
but his dreſs was always deficient; ſcholaſtiek 
© | cloudineſs 


* 


cloudineſs ſtill hung about him; and his merriment 
was ſure to produce the ſcorn of his companions. 2:7 
With all his careleſſneſs, and all his vices, he was 
one of the murmurers at Fortune; and wondered 
why he was ſuffered to be poor, when Addiſon was 
careſſed and preferred: nor would a very little have 
contented him; for he eſtimated his wants at fix 
ponds; pounds a year. 1.59100 
In his courſe:of reading, it was ba than he 
bad diligently peruſed, and 1 —— | 
he old romances of knight-errantry. 1 hoBolgorn 
He had a high opinion of his own merit, and was 
e contemptuous in his treatment of thoſe 
whom he conſidered as not qualified to oppoſe or 
contradict him. He had many frailties ; yet it cats 
not but be ſuppoſed that he bad great merit, who 
could obtain to the ſame play a prologue from Ad- 
diſon and an epilogue from Prior; and WBO could 
bave 4 once the Ba 995 Malian en the 
praiſe of Oldiſworth, 4095 
For the power of Beben e lg his Wines 
memorials, I am indebted to my converſation With 
Gilbert Walmſley, late regiſtrar of the eccleſiaſtical 
court of Lichfield, who wag acquainted both with 
Smith and Ducket ; ; and declared, that, if the tale 
W Clarendon were forged, he ſhould ſuſ- 
Ducket of the Hie 1 "Re Rag! was a man 
« of great veracity,” ED eie 
Of Gilbert Walnnſloy, abe Sa to my 
mind, let me indulge myſelf” in the remembrance, 
I knew him very early; he was one of the firſt 
en that literature procured me, and I hope that 
ar 
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at leaſt oy une made me ee of 45 no» 
tice. , 
He was of an . age, ind I was — yet; a 
1 ; yet he never received my notions with con- 
tempt. He was a Whig, with all the virulence and 
malevolence of his party; yet difference of opinion 
did not keep us apart. I honoured h aw he en- 
dured me, 

He had mingled with the gay ark 00 ex- 
emption from its vices or its follies, but had never 
neglected the cultivation of his mind; his belief of 
Revelation was unſhaken; his learning preſerved his 
principles; he grew firſt regular, and then pious. 
HFlis ſtudies had been ſo various, that I am not 
able to name a man of equal knowledge. His ac- 
quaintance with books was great; and what he did not 
immediately know he could at leaſt tell where to 
find. Such was his amplitude of learning, and ſuch 
his copiouſneſs of communication, that it may be 
doubted whether a day now paſſes in which I have 
not ſome advantage from his friendſhip. 

At this man's table I enjoyed many chearful and 
inſtructive hours, with companions ſuch as are not 
often found; with one who has lengthened, and one 
who has gladdened life; with Dr. James, whoſe ſkill 
in Phyſick will be long remembered; and with Da- 
vid Garrick, whom 1 hoped to have gratified with 
this character of our common friend: but what are 
the hopes of man !. I am diſappointed by that ſtroke 
of death, which has eclipſed the gaiety of nations, 
and impoveriſhed the GE ſtock of hana 
pleaſure, 7: tn! 
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In the Library at Oxford is eee ludi- 
crous s Analyis 1 ane! oY | 


Ex A. 


| [Sent by the Author to Mr. Urry. ] 


OPUSCULUM hoc, Halberdarie ampliſſime, 
in lucem proferre hactenus diſtuli, judicii tui acumen 
ſubveritus magis quam bipennis. Tandem aliquan- 
do Oden hanc ad te mitto ſublimem, teneram, flebi- 
lem, ſuavem, qualem demum divinus (fi Muſis va- 
caret) ſeripfiſſit Gaſtrellus: adeo ſcilicet ſublimem 
ut inter legendum dormire, adeo flebilem ut ridere 
velis. Cujus elegantiam ut melius inſpicias, ver- 
ſuum ordinem & materiam breviter referam. 195 
verſus de duobus præliis decantatis. 24% & 3s de 
Lotharingio, cuniculis ſubterraneis, ſaxis, ponto, hoſ- 
tibus, & Alia, 45 & gts de catenis, ſubdibus, un- 
cis, dracpnibus, tigribus & crocodilis. 6%, ius, 8%, 
gus, de Gomorrha, de Babylone, Babele, & quodam 
domi ſuæ peregrino. 10, aliquid de quodam Po- 
cockio. 11%, 12%, de Syria, Solyma. 13%, 14%, de 
Hoſea, & quercu, & de juvene quodam valde ſene. 
15”, 16%, de Ætna, & quomodo Ætna Pocockio fit 
valde ſimilis. 17”, 18%, de tuba, aſtro, umbra, 
flammis, rotis, Pocockio non neglecto. Cætera de 
Chriſtianis, Ottomanis, Babyloniis, Arabibus, & gra- 
viſſima agrorum melancholia; de Cæſare Flacco ®, 
Neſtore, & miſerando juvenis cujuſdam florentiffimi 
fato, anno ætatis ſuæ centeſimo premature abrepti. 
Quæ T4. cum accurate expenderis, neceſſe eſt ut 


* Pro Flacco, animo paulo attentiore, ſcripliſſem Marone. 
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oden hane meam n plane varietate conſtare 
fatearis. Subito ad Batavos proficiſcor, lauro ab, 
illis donandus. Prius vero Pembrochienſes voco ad 
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F. Mr. RICHARD DUKE I can find few 
AZ memorials. He was bred at Weſtminſter* and 
Cambridge and Jacob relates, that he was ſome 
time tutor to the duke of Richmond. 

He appears from his writings to have been not 
in qualified for poetical compoſitions; and being 
conſeious of his powers, when he left the univerſity, 
he enliſted himſelf among the Wits, He was the fay 
miliar friend of Otway ; and was engaged, among 
other popular names, in the tranſlations of Ovid-and 
Juvenal. In his Review, though unfiniſhed, are 
fome vigorous lines. His poems are not below 
mediocrity ; nor have I found much in them to be 
praiſed +. 


* He was admitted there in 1670; was elected to Trinity 
College, Cambridge, in 1675; and took his maſter's degree 


in 168 2s N . : 
+ They make part of a volume publiſhed by Tonſon in 8vo. 


1717, containing the poems of the earl of Roſcommon, and 
the duke of Buckingham's Eſſay on Poetry; but were firſt pub- 
liſhed in Dryden's Miſcellany, as were moſt, if not all, of the 


poems in that collection. H. 
l With 


With the wit he i to Ie ſhared the diſſo- 
luteneſs of the times: for ſome of his compoſi- 
tions are ſuch as he muſt have reviewed with de- 
teſtation in his later days, when he publiſhed thoſe 
Sermons which Fe/ton has commended. 

Perhaps, like ſome other fooliſh young men, he 
rather talked than lived viciouſly, in an age when 
he that would be thought a Wit was afraid to ſay 
his prayers ; and whatever might have been bad in 
the firſt part of his life, was ſurely condemned and 
reformed by his better judgement. 

In 1683, being then maſter of arts, and fellow of 
Trinity College in Cambridge, he wrote a poem on 
the marriage of the Lady Anne with George Prince 
of Denmark. 

He then took orders; 127 being made prebendary 
of Glouceſter, became a proctor in convocation for 
that church, and chaplain to Queen Anne. | 
In 1710, he was preſented by the biſhop of Win- 
cheſter to the wealthy living of Witney in Oxford- 
ſhire, which he enjoyed but a few months. On 
February 10, 1710-11, having returned from an en- 
tertainment, he «was found dead the next morning, 
His death is mentioned in Swift's Journal. 
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IXIYILLIAMEkING was born in London in 
1663; the Son of Ezekiel King, a gen- 
tleman. He was allied to the family of Clarendon. 

From Weſtminſter-ſchool, where he was a ſcholar 
on the foundation under the care of Dr. Buſby, he 
was at eighteen elected to Chriſt-church, in 1681; 
where he is ſaid to have proſecuted his ſtudies with 
ſo much intenſeneſs and activity, that before he 
was eight years ſtanding he had read over, and made 
remarks upon, twenty-two thouſand odd hundred 
books and manuſcripts. The books were certainly 
not very long, the manuſcripts not very difficult, nor 
the remarks very large; for the calculator will find 
that he diſpatched ſeven a day for every day of his 
eight years; with a remnant that more than ſatisfies 
moit other ſtudents. He took his degree in the 
moſt expenſive manner, as a grand  compounder ; 
whence it is inferred that he inherited a conſiderable 
fortune, 


In 
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In 1688, the ſame year in which he was made 
maſter of arts, he publiſhed a confutation of Va- 
rillas's account of Wickliffe; and, engaging in the 
ſtudy of the Civil Law, became doctor in 1692, and 
was admitted advocate at Doctors Commons. 

He had already made ſome tranſlations from the 
French, and written ſome humorous and ſatirical 
pieces; when, in 1694, Moleſworth publiſhed his 
Account of Denmark, in which he treats the Danes 
and their monarch with great contempt ; and takes the 
opportunity of infinuating thoſe wild principles, by 

which he ſuppoſes liberty to be eſtabliſhed, and by 
which his adverſaries ſuſpect that- all Wa 
and government is endanger red. 

This book offended Prince George; and the Da- 

niſh miniſter preſented a memorial againſt it. The 
principles of its author did not pleaſe Dr. King; 
and therefore he undertook to confute part, and 
laugh at the reſt. The controverſy is now forgot- 
ten: and books of this kind ſeldom live long, when 
intereſt and reſentment have ceaſed, 
In 1697, he mingled in the controverſy between 
Boyle and Bentley; and was one of thoſe who tried 
what Wit could perform in oppoſition to Learning, 
on a queſtion which Learning only could decide. 

In 1699, was publiſhed by him A Journey to Lon- 
don, after the method of Dr. Martin Lifter, who 
had publiſhed 4 Journey to Paris. And, in 1700, he 
ſatiriſed the Royal Society, at leaſt Sir Hans Sloane 
their preſident, in two Eb N intituled The Tra ran- 
ſactioncer. 

Though he was a 8 advocate in the courts 
of civil and canon law, he did not love his pro- 

4 | 1 lefon, 
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feſſion, nor indeed any kind of buſineſs which in- 
terrupted his voluptuary dreams, or forced him to 
rouſe from that indulgence in which only he could 
find delight. His reputation as a civilian was yet 
maintained by his judgements in the courts of Dele- 
gates, and raiſed very high by the addreſs and know- 
ledge which he diſcovered in 1700, when he des 
fended the earl of Angleſea againſt his lady, afterwards 
dutcheſs of Buckinghamſhire, who. ſued Tor a di- 
vorce, and obtained it. 

The expence of his W * mat of buſi- 
neſs, had now. leſſened his revenues; and he was 
willing to accept of a ſettlement in Ireland, where, 
about 1702, he was made judge of the admiralty,. 
commiſſioner. of the prizes, keeper of the records in 
| Birmingham s tower, and vicar- enen to Dr. Marſh, 
the primate, 

But it is vain to put wealth within the reach 
of him who will not ſtretch out his hand to take it. 
King ſoon found a friend, as idle and thoughtleſs as 
himſelf, in Upton, one of the judges, who had a plea- 
ſant houſe called Mountown, near Dublin, to | 
which King frequently retired ; delighting to neglect 
his intereſt, forget his cares, and deſert his duty. 
Here he wrote Mully of Mountown, a poem; 
by which, though fanciful readers in the pride 


of ſagacity have given it a poetical interpretation, 


was meant originally no more than it expreſſed, | 
as it was dictated only by the author's delight in 
the quiet of Mountozon. 

In 1708, when lord Wharton was ſent to govern 
Ireland, King returned to London, with his poverty, 
his idleneſs, and his wit ; and publiſhed ſome effays, 

Vor. X. AF” called 
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called Uſeful Tranſafions. His Voyage to the nd 
of Cajamai 1s particularly commended. He then 
wrote the Art of Love, a poem remarkable, notwith- 

ſanding its title, for purity of ſentiment ; and 
in 1709 imitated Horace in an Art of Cookery, 
which he publithed, with Tone letters to D#. 
Lifter. * 

In 1710, he appeared as a lover of the Church, | 
on the ſide of SachevereM ; and was ſuppoſed to have 
concurred at leaſt in the projection of The Examiner. 
His eyes were open to all the operations of Whig- 
giſm; and he beſtowed ſome ftritures upon Dr. 
Kennet's adulatory ſermon at the rer of * Ar 
of Devonſhire. 

The Hiſtory of the Heathen Gods, a book com- 
poſed for ſchools, was written by him in 1711- 
'Fhe work is uſeful ; but might have been produced 
without the powers. of King. The ſame year, he 
publiſhed Ryfinus, an hiſtorical effay ;' and a poem, 
mtended to difpoſe the nation to think as he 
thought of the duke of TOI. and his ad- 
events. 

In 1713, competence, if not plenty, was again 
put inte his power. He was, without the trouble 
of attendance, or the mortification of a requeſt, 
made gazetteer. Swift, Freind, Prior, and other 
men of the ſame party, brought Kit the key of the 
gazetteer's offxce. He was now again placed in a 
profitable employment, and agam threw the benefit 
away. An Act of Inſolvency made his bufineſs at 
that time particularly troubleſome ; and he would 
not wait till hurry ſhould be at an end, but impa- 

tiently reſigned it, and returned to his wonte d indi- 
gence and amuſements. 


One 
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One of his amuſements at Lambeth, where he re- 
ſided, was to mortify Dr. Teniſon, the archbiſnop, 
by a public k feſtivity, on the ſurrender of Dunkirk 
to Hill; an event with which Teniſon's political bi- 
gotry did not ſuffer him to be delighted. King was 
reſolved to counteract his ſullenneſs, and at the ex- 
pence of a few barrels of ale filled the nnn. 
hood with honeſt merriment. : 

In the Autumn of 1712, his health declined; he 
grew weaker by degrees, and died on Chriſtmes-day. 
Though his life had not been without irregularity, 
his principles were Pea and rr and his death 
was pious. 

After this relation, it will be butumhy ſuppaled 
that his poems were rather the amuſements of idle- 
neſs than efforts of ſtudy ; that he endeavoured ra- 
ther to divert than aftoniſh ; that his thoughts ſel- 
dom aſpired to ſublimity ; nt that, if his verſe was- 
eaſy and his images familiar, he attained” what he 
deſired. His purpoſe is to be merry ; but perhaps, 
to enjoy his mirth, it may be ſometimes a to 
think well of his Pons. eee 
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HOMAS SPRAT was born in 1636, at 

-  'Tallaton in Devonſhire, the ſon of a clergy- 
man; and having been educated, as he tells of him- 
ſelf, not at Weſtminſter or Eton, but at a little 
ſchool by the chureh- yard fide, became a commoner 
of Wadham College in Oxford in 1651; and, being 
choſen ſcholar. next year, procceded through the 
uſual academical courſe z. and, in 1657, became 
maſter of arts, He ann a fellowbip, and com- 
menced poet. 

In 1659, bis poem on the death of Oliver was 
publiſhed, with thoſe of Dryden and Waller. In 
his dedication to Dr. Wilkins, he appears a very 
willing and liberal encomiaſt, both of the living and 
the dead. He implores his patron's excuſe of his 
verſes, both as falling “ ſo infinitely below the full 
and ſublime genius of that excellent poet who | 
et made this way of writing free of our nation,” and 
being “ ſo little equal and proportioned to the re- 
© nown of a prince on whom they were written; ſuch 


© great actions and lives deſerving to be the ſubject 
| & of 
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< of the nobleſt pens and moſt divinephanſies,” He 
proceeds: Having fo long experienced your care f 
10 and indulgence, and been formed, as it were, by 
er your own hands, not to entitle you to any thing 
ee which my meanneſs de cer! would be med _—_ 
« jnjuſtice, but ſacrilege ?“ 

He publiſhed, the ſame year, a poem on 1 © Pho 
of Athens; a ſubject of which it is not eaſy to fay 
what could recommend it. To theſe he N after- 
wards a poem on Mr. Cowley's deathi 1” 7 | NR 

After the Reſtoration he took orders, my een 
ley's recommendation was made chaplain to the 
duke of Buckingham, whom he is ſaid to have help- 
ed in writing the Mareen. "he: was lkewiſe 1 1 
lain to the king.” 

As he was the Rocurite of Wükbes, at {elle 
houſe began thoſe philoſophical conferences and en- 
quiries which in time produced the Royal Society, 
he was conſequently engaged in the ſame ſtudies, 
and became one of the fellows ; and when, after 
their incorporation, ſomething ſeemed neceſſary to 
reconcile the publick to the new inſtitution, he un- 
dertook to write its hiſtory, which he publiſhed in 
1667. This is one of the few books which ſelection 
of ſentiment and elegance of diction have been able 
to preſerve, though written upon a ſubject flux and 
tranſitory. The Hiſtory of the Royal Society is nom 
read, not with the wiſh to know what they Were 
PE doing, but row their Tr are nee f 
by Sprat. 

In the next Seger? he - publiſhed Obſervations on Gee 5 
biere s Voyage into England, in a Letter to Mr. Wren. 
a we D 3 This \ 5 
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This is a work not 8 ; but perhaps 
rewarded with at leaſt its full proportion of praiſe. 
In 1668, he publiſhed Cowley's Latin poems, and 
prefixed | in Latin the Life of the Author; which he 
afterwards. amplified, and placed before Cowley's 
Engliſh works, which were "by will committed to his 
Care. | 
' Ecelefiaſtical Fan now fell faſt. upon him. 
In 1668, he became a prebendary of Weſtminſter, 
and had afterwards the .church of St. Margaret, ad- 
joining to the Abbey. He was, in 1680, made ca- 
non of Windſor; in 1683, dean of Weſtminſter; and, 
in 1684, biſhop of Rocheſter. 5 
The Court having thus 2 claim to his, 1 Dope 
and gratitude, he was required to write the: Hiſtory 
of the Rye-houſe Plot; and, in 1685, publiſhed A true 
Account and Declaration of the horrid Conſpiracy againſt 
the late King, bis preſent Majeſty, and the preſent 
' Government; a performance which he thought con- 
venient, after the Revolution, to extenuate and 
excuſe. 
F The ſame year, 3 glerk £ the pr. 39h to the 
i kings he was mate dean of the chapel- royal; and, 
p the year afterwards, received the laſt: proof of his 
l maſter's confidence, by being. appointed. one of the 
1 commiſſioners for eccleſiaſtical affairs. On the cri- 
| tical day, when the Declaration diſtinguiſhed the true 
| ſons of the Church of England, he ſtood neuter, and 
"Ha permitted it to be read at Weſtminſter ; but preſſed 
1 none to violate his conſcience ; and, when the biſhop 
of London was brought before them, gave his voice 


in his fayour,. WET 1 15 BORED 
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Thus far he ſuffered intereſt or obedience to carry 
bim; but further he refuſed to go, When he found 
that the powers of the eccleſiaſtical commiſſion were 
to be exerciſed againſt thoſe who had refuſed the 
Declaration, he wrote to the lords, and other com- 
miſſioners, a formal profeſſion of his unwillingneſs 
to exerciſe that authority any longer, and withdrew 
himſelf from them. After they had read his letter, 
they adjourned for fix We and Aue ever met 
afterwards. Way 

When king g James was We away, 7 4 new 
government was to be ſettled, Sprat was one of thoſe 
who conſidered, in a conference, the great queſtion, 
Whether the crown was vacant ? and Nen os 
in favour of his old maſter 

He complied, however, with the new | eſtabliſh 
ment, and was left unmoleſted; but, in 1692, a 
ſtrange attack was made upon him by one Robert 
Young and Stephen Blackhead, both men convicted of 
infamous crimes, and both, when the ſcheme; was 
laid, priſoners i in Newgate. Theſe men drew up an 
Aſſociation, in which they whoſe names were ſub» 
ſcribed declared their reſolution to reſtore king 
James, to ſeize the princeſs of Orange dead or 
alive, and to be ready with thirty thouſand men to 
Meet king James when he ſhould land. To this they 
put the names of Sancroft, Sprat, Marlborough, 
Saliſbury, and others, The copy of Dr, Sprat's 
name was obtained by a fictitious requeſt, to which 
an anſwer in his own hand was defired. His hand 
was copied ſo well, that he confeſſed it might have 
deceived himſelf. Blackhead, who had carried the 
letter, being ſent again with a plauſible mellage, was 
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very curious to ſee the houſe, and an im- 
portunate to be let into the ſtudy; where, as is ſup- 
poſed, he deſigned to leave the Aſſociation. This, 
however, was denied him; and be nden it in 2 
flower-pot i in the parlour. 

'Young now laid an information before the Privy 
Council; and May 7, 1692, the biſhop was arreſted, 
and kept at a meſſenger's under a ſtrict guard eleven 
days. His houſe was ſearched, and directions were 
given that the flower - pots ſhould be inſpected. The 
meſſengers, however, miſſed the room in which the 
paper was left. Blackhead went therefore a third 
time; and n his er wits. he Had left ir, 
brought it away. 

The biſhop, having been enlarged, was, on Walt 
the 10th and 13th, examined again before the Privy 
Council, and confronted with his accuſers. Young 
perſiſted, with the moſt obdurate impudence, againſt 
the ſtrongeſt evidence; but the reſolution of Black- 


head by degrees gave way. There remained at laſt 


no doubt of the biſhop's innocence, who, with great 
Prudence and diligence, traced the progreſs, and 
detected the characters of the two informers, and 
publiſhed an aceouut of his own examination and 
deliverance; which made ſuch an impreſſion upon 
him, that he commemorated it through life EO an 
yearly day of thankſgiving. _ 
With what hope, or what intereſt, the villains bad 
contrived an accuſation which they muſt know them- 
ſelves utterly unable to prove, was never diſcovered, 
After this, he paſſed his days in the quiet exerciſe 
of his function. When the cauſe of Sacheverell put 
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he and ns were old. rivals. "On . Taka 
occafion they both preached before, the houſe of 
of commons. There prevailed in thoſe days an in- 
decent cuſtom: when the preacher touched any fa- 
vourite topick i in a manner that delighted bis au- 
dience, their approbation was expreſſed by a loud 
hum, continued in proportion to their zeal or plea- 
ſure. When Burnet preached, part of his congrega- 
tion bummed fo loudly and ſo long, that he fat down 
to enjoy it, and rubbed his face with his handker- 
chief. When Sprat preached, he likewiſe was ho- 
noured with the like animating bm; but he ſtretched 
out his hand to the congregation, and cried, 
8 Peace, peace, 1 pray you, peace. 

This I was told in my youth by my father, an old 
man, who had been no careleſs obſerver of the 
paſſages of thoſe times. | 

Burnet's ſermon, ſays Salmon, was remarkable for 
ſedition, and Sprat's for loyalty. Burner had the 
thanks of the houſe; Sprat had no thanks, but a 
good living from the king, which, he ſaid, was of as 
much value as the thanks of the commons, 

The works of Sprat, beſides his few poems, are, 
- The Hiſtory of the Royal Society, The Life of Cow- 

ley, The Anſwer to Sorbiere, The Hiſtory of the 
Rye-houſe Plot, The Relation of his own Examina- 
tion, and a volne of Sermons. I have heard it 
obſerved, with great juſtneſs, that every book is of a 
different kind, and that each has its diſtinct and cha- 
racteriſtical excellence. My, 
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My buſineſs is only with his poems. He con- 

ndered Cowley as a model; and ſuppoſed that, as he 
was imitated, perfection was approached. Nothing, 
therefore, but Pindarick libetty was to be expected. 
There is in his few productions no want of ſuch con- 
ceits as he thought excellent; and of thoſe our 
Judgement may be ſettled by the firſt that appears 
in his praiſe of Cromwell, where be ſays, that Crom- 
well's < fame, like oe, will grow White as it grows 
us old.“ e 
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that of a an artful, and active ſtateſman, employ» 
ed j in balancing parties, contriving expedients, and 
combating oppoſition, and expoſed to the viciſſitudes 
of advaneement and degradation; but, in this col - 
lection, poetical merit is the claim to attention; and 
the account which is here to be expected may pro- 
perly be praparioned: not to his influence in * 

ſtate, but to his rank among the writers of verſe. 
Charles Montague was born April 16, 1667, at 
Horton, in Northamptonſhire, the ſon of Mr, George 
Montague, a younger ſon of the earl of Mancheſter. 
He was educated firſt in the country, and then re- 
moved to Weſtminſter, where, in 1677. he was 
chaſen, a king's ſcholar; and recommended himſelf 
to Buſby by his felicity in extempotary epigrams. 
He contracted a very intimate friendſhip with Mr. 
Stepney; and, in 1682, when Stepney was elected at 
Cambridge, the election of Montague being not to 
proceed till the year following, he was afraid leſt by 
"_ * at Oxford he might be ſeparated from 
\"" a 


his companion, and therefore ſolicited to be removed 
to Cambridge, without waiting for the . of 
another year. 

It ſeems indeed time to wiſh for a removal; for 
he was already a ſchool-boy of ode. S- 

His relation, Dr. Montague, was then maſter of 
the college in which he was placed a fellow com- 
moner, and took him under his particular; care. 
Here he commenced an acquaintance with the great 
Newton, which continued through his life, and was 
at laſt atteſted by a legacy. 8 

In 1685, his verſes on the death of M Charles 
made ſuch an impreſſion on the carl of Met, that 
he was invited to town, and introduced by that uni- 
verſal patron to the other wits In 1687, he joined 
with Prior in che City Mouſe and the Country Mouſe, 
a burlefqie of Drydeti's Hind and Panther, He 
igned the invitation to the Prince of Orange, and 
ſat in the convention. He about the ſame time mar- 
ried the counteſs dowager of Mancheſter, and ip- 
tended to have taken orders; but afterwards altering 
his purpoſe; he purchaſed for 1 a the Ps: of one 
4 the clerks of .the council.” 

After he had written his epiſtle on the- ict d of 
the Boyne, his patron Dorſet introduced him to king 
William, with this expreffion : © Sir, I have brought 
« a'Mouſe to wait on your Majeſty, N which the 
king is ſaid to have replied, © You do well to put 
me in the way of making a Man of him;“ and 
ordered him a penſion of five hundred pounds, 
This ſtory, however current, ſeems to have been 
made after the event. The king's anſwer implies a 
” acquaintance with our proverbial and 1 

miliar 
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miliar diction than king William could _ have 
attained, 2 % 

In 1691, being member of the houſe of com- 
mons, he-argued warmly in favour of a law to grant 
the aſſiſtance of counſel in trials for high-treaſon; 
and, in the midſt of his ſpeech falling into ſome 
confuſion, was for a while ſilent; but, recovering 
himſelf, obſerved, © how reaſonable it was to allow 
« counſel to men called as criminals before a court 
of juſlice, when it appeared how much the pre- 
« ſence. of that aſſembly could diſconcert one of their 
* own body *.” "HIER 

After this he roſe faſt into 8 ang employ- 
ments, being made one of the commiſſioners of the 
treaſury, and called to the privy-couneil. In 1694, 
he became chancellor of the exchequer; and the 
next year engaged in the great attempt of the re- 
coinage, which was in two years happily completed, 
In 1696, he projected the general fund, and raiſed 
the credit of the exchequer; and, after enquiry con- 
cerning a grant of Iriſh crown-lands, it was determined 
by a vote of the commons, that Charles Montague, 
eſquire, had deſerved bis Majeſty's favour. In 1698, 
being advanced to the firſt commiſſion of the treaſury, 
he was appointed one of the regency in the king's ab- 
ſence : the next year he was made auditor of the ex- 
chequer, and the year after created baron Halifax, 
He was, however, impeached by the commons; but 
the articles were diſmiſſed by the lords. 


* This anecdote is related by Mr. Walpole, in his Catalogue 
of Royal and Noble Authors, of the Earl of Shafteſbury, author 
of the Characteriſticks, R. | 

| At 
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At the acceſſion of Queen Anne he was di diflel 
from the council; and in the firſt parliament of her 
reign was again attacked by the Commons, and again 
eſcaped by the protection of the Lords. In 1704, he 
wrote an anſwer to Bromley's ſpeech againſt oc- 
cafional conformity. He headed the Enquiry into 
the danger of the Church. In 1706, he propoſed 
and negociated the Union with Scotland ; and when 
the elector of Hanover received the garter, after 
the act had paſſed for ſecuring the Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſſion, he was appointed to carry the enſigns of 
the order to the electoral court. He ſat as one of 
the judges of Sacheverell; but voted for a mild 
ſentence. Being now no longer in favour, he con- 
trived to obtain a writ for ſummoning the electoral 
Prince to rer as duke of Cambridge. 

At the queen's death he was appointed one of 
the regents; and at the acceſſion of George the 
Firſt was made earl of Halifax, knight of the gar- 
ter, and firſt commiſſioner of the treaſury, with a 
grant to his nephew of the reverſion of the auditor- 
ſhip of the exchequer. More was not to be had, 
and this he kept but a little while ; for, on the 19th 

f May, 1715, he died of an inflammation of his 
_ longs. 

Of bim, who from a poet became a patron of 
poets, it will be readily believed that the works 
would not miſs of celebration. Addifon began to 
praiſe him early, and was followed or accompanied 
by other poets ; perhaps by almoſt all, except Swift 
and Pope, who forbore to flatter him in his life, and 

2 after 
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after his death ſpoke of him, Swift with flight cen- 
ſure, and Pope in the nen Bufo with acrimo- 
nious contempft. 

He was, as * . © fed with dedications?* 
fo Tickell affirms that no dedication was unte- 
warded. To charge all unmerited praiſe with"the 
guilt of ftattery, and to ſuppoſe that the encomiaſt 
always knows and feels the falſehoods of his - afſer- 
tions, is ſurely to diſcover great ignorance of hu- 
man nature apd human' life. In determinations 
depending not on rules, but on experience and 
compariſon, judgement is always in ſome degree 
ſubject to affection. Very near to admiration is the 
wiſh to admire. 

Every man willingly gives value to the praiſe 
which he receives, and confiders the ſentence paſſed 
in his favour as the fentence of diſcernment. We 
admire in. a friend that underſtanding that ſelected 
us for confidence; we admire more, in a patron, 
that judgement which, inſtead of ſcattering bounty 
indiſcriminately, directed it to us; and, if the pa- 
tron be an author, thoſe performances which grati- 
tude forbids us to blame, affectation will eaſily dif- 
poſe us to exalt. | 

To theſe prejudices, hardly culpable, intereſt 
adds a power always operating, though not always, 
becauſe not willingly, perceived. The modeſty of 
praiſe wears gradually away ; and perhaps the pride 
of patronage may be in time ſo increaſed, chat modeſt 
praiſe will no longer pleaſe. X 

Many 
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ah Many a blandiſhment was practiſed upon Halifax, 
which he would never have known, had he no other 
attractions than thoſe of his poetry, of which a 


Mort time has withered: the beauties. It would now 
be eſteemed no honour, by a contributor to the 


monthly bundles of verſes, to be told; that, in 
ſtrains either familiar or ſolemn, he ſings like Mon- 
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| ak Life of Dr. PARNELL is, a taſk which 
* ſhould very willingly decline, ſince it has 
been lately written by Goldſmith, a man of ſuch 
variety of powers, and ſuch felicity of performance, 
that he Always ſeemed to do beſt that which he was 
doing; a man who had the art of being minute 
without tediouſneſs, and general without confuſion; 
whoſe language was copious without exuberance, 
Exact without conſtraint, and. eaſy without weakneſs. - 
What ſuch an author has told, who would tell 
again ? I have made an abſtract from his larger Nare 
rative; and have this gratification from my attempt, 
that it gives mean opportunity of paying due tribute 
to the memory of Goldſmith, 


Ts yap yipas is: Stde. 


THOMAS PARNELL was the ſon of a 

commonwealthſman of the ſame name, who, at the 
Reſtoration, left Congleton in Cheſhire, where the 
Vol. X. | E family 
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family had been eſtabliſhed for ſeveral centuries, 
and, ſettling in Ireland, purchaſed an eſtate, which, 


with his lands in Cheſhire, deſcended. to the: poet, 
who was born at Dublin in 1679; and, after the 
uſual education at a grammar-ſchool, was, at the 
age of thirteen, admitted into the College, where, 
in 1700, he became maſter of arts; and was the 
fame year ordained a deacon, though under the ca- 
nonical age, by a Aipeniagon from the biſhop: of 
Derry. 1 4 

About three years arenas bay was a a prieſt ; 
and in 1705 Dr. Aſhe, the biſhop of Clogher, con- 


ferred upon him the archdeaconry of Clogher, 


About the fame time he married Mrs. Anne Min- 
chin, an amiable lady, by whom he had two ſans, 
who died young, and a r who long Rees 
him, 
b At the Section of hs Whigs, in the end of — 
Anne's reign, Parnell was perſuaded to change his 
rty, not without much cenſure from thoſe whom 
b forſook, and was received by the new miniſtry as 
a valuable reinforcement, When the earl of Oxford 
was told that Dr. Parnell waited among the crowd 


in the outer room, he went by the perſuaſion of 


Swift, with his treaſurer's ſtaff in his hand, to en- 


quire for him, and to bid him welcome; and, as 


may be inferred from Pope s dedication, admitted 
him as a favourite companion to his convivial hours, 
but, as it ſeems often to have happened in thoſe 
times to the favourites of the Great, without atten- 
tion to his fortune, which, however, » was in no Went 
need of im N | | 


ws Parnen, 
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— who did not want ambition or vanity, 
wh deſirous to make himſelf conſpicuous, and to 
ſhew how worthy he was of high preferment. As 
he thought himſelf qualified to become a popular 
preacher, he diſplayed his elocution with great ſuc- 
ceſs in the pulpits of London; but the queen's death 
putting an end to his expectations, abated his dili- 
gence; and Pope repreſents him as falling from that 
time into intemperance of wine. That in his latter 
life he was too much a lover of the bottle, is not de- 
nied; but I have heard it imputed to a cauſe more 
likely to obtain forgiveneſs from mankind, the un- 
timely death of a darling ſon; or, as others tell, the 
loſs of his wife, who died Cone in * midſt of his 
Wen | 
He was now to derive every fitues addirion 1 to his 
prefenments from his perſonal intereſt with his pri- 
vate friends, and he was not long unregarded. He 
was warely recommended by Swift to archbiſhop 
King, who gave him a prebend in 1713; and in 
May 1716 preſented him to the vicarage of Finglaſs 
in the dioceſe of Dublin, worth four hundred pounds 
a year. Such notice from ſuch a man inclines me to 
believe, that the vice of which he has been 010 
was not groſs, or not notorious. 

But his proſperity did not laſt long. His end, 
whatever was its cauſe, was now approaching. He 
enjoyed his preferment little more than a year; for 
in July 1717, in his thirty-eighth year, he died at 
Cheſter on his way to Ireland. c 

He ſeems to have been one of thoſe poets who 
take delight in writing. He contiibuted to the pa- 
© of that time, and probably publiſhed more than 

E 2 he 
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he owned. He left many compoſitions behind him, 
of which Pope ſelected thoſe which he thought beſt; _ 
and dedicated them to the earl of Oxford. Of theſe 
Goldſmith has given an opinion, and his criticiſm it 
is ſeldom ſafe to contradict. He beſtows juſt praiſe 
upon the The Riſe of Woman, the Fairy Tale, and the 
Pervigilium Veneris ; but has very properly remarked, 
that in the Battle of Mice and Frogs the Greek names 
have not in Engliſh their original effect. wel 
le tells us, that the Bookworm is borrowed from 
Bexa; but he ſhould have added, with modern ap» 
plications : and, when he diſcovers that Gay Bacchus 
is tranſlated from Augurellus, he ought to have re- 
marked that the latter part is purely Parnell's. Ano; 
ther poem, ben Spring comes on, is, he ſays, taken 
from the French. I would add, that the deſeription 
of Barrenneſs, in his verſes to Pope, was borrowed 
from Secundus; but lately ſearching for the paſſage 
which I had formerly read, I could not find it. The 
Night-piece on Death is indirectly preferred by Gold- 
ſmith to Gray's Church-yard; but, in my | opinion, 
Gray has the advantage in dignity, variety, and ori- 
ginality of ſentiment. He obſerves, that the ſtory 
of the Hermit is in More's Dialogues and Howell's Let. 
ters, and ſuppoſes it to have been originally Arabian, 
Goldſmith has not taken any notice of the Elegy 
to the old Beauty, which is perhaps the meaneſt ; 
nor of the Allegory on Man, the happieſt of Parnell's 
performances. The hint of the Hymn to Contentment 
I ſuſpect to, have been borrowed from Cleiveland.. 
The general character of Parnell is not great extent 
of comprehenſion, or fertility of mind. Of the little 
that appears ſtill leſs is his oivn,, His praiſe muſt 
| be 
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be (derived from the eaſy ſweetneſs of his diction: 
in his verſes there is more happineſs than pains; he 
is ſprightly without effort, and always delights, though 
he never raviſnes; every thing is proper, yet every 


CORY 


thing ſeems caſual. If there is ſome appearance of 
Elaboration in the Hermit, the narrative, as it is leſs 


airy, is leſs pleaſing. Of his other compoſitions it 


is impoſſible to ſay whether they are the productions 
of Nature, ſo excellent as not to want the help of 
Art, or- of Art ſo refined as to reſemble Nature. 


This eriticiſm relates only to the pieces publiſhed 
by Pope. Of the large appendages which 1 find in 
the laſt edition, T can only ſay, that I know not 
whence they came, nor have ever enquired whither 
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QAMUEL GARTH was of a good family 
kJ in Yorkſhire, and from ſome ſchool in his 'owni 
country became a ſtudent at Peter-houſe in Cam- 
bridge, where he reſided till he became doctor of 
phyſick on July the 7th, 1691. He was examined 
before the College at London on March the 12th, 
1691-2, and admitted fellow June 26th, 1693. He 
was ſoon ſo much diſtinguiſhed by his converſation 
and accompliſhments, as to obtain very extenſive 
practice; and, if a pamphlet of thoſe times may be 
credited, had the favour and confidence of one party, 
as Radcliffe had of the other, 

He is always mentioned as 2 man of benevolence ; 
and it is juſt to ſuppoſe that his deſire of helping 
the helpleſs diſpoſed him to ſo much zeal for the 
Diſpenſary; an undertaking, of which ſome account, 
however ſhort, is proper to be given. 

Whether what Temple ſays be true, that phyſi- 
cians have had more learning than the other facul- 
ties, I will not ſtay to enquire ; but, I believe, every 

| | man 


man has found in phyſicians great kl and dig- 
nity of ſentiment, very prompt effuſion of benefi- 
cence, and willingneſs to exert a lucrative art where 
there is nd hope of lucre, Agreeabiy to this cha- 
racer, the College of Phyſicians, i in July 1687, pub- 
liſhed an edict, requiring all the fellows, candidates, 
and licentiates, to give gratuitous ene to the 
neighbouring poor. 1 
This edict was ſent to the court of Merten? and, 
A queſtion being made to Khom the a ppellation . 
the poor ſhould be extended, the College anſwered, 
that it ſnould be ſufficient to bring a teſtimonial from 
the wed veer bes er in the pariſh where the pa- 
tient reſided. | 
After a year' 5 "experience, the + uf ehe bnd 
their charity fruſtrated by ſome malignant oppoſition, 
and made to a great degree vain by the high price 
of phyſiek; they therefore voted, in Avguſt 1688, 
that the laboratory of the College ſhould be accom- 
modated to the preparation of medicines, and ano- 
ther room prepared for their reception; and that the 
contributors to the expence ſhould manage the charity. 
It was now expected, that the apothecaries would 
have undertaken the care of providing medicines; 
but they took another courſe. Thinking the whole 
deſign pernicious to their intereſt, they endeavoured 
to raiſe a faction againſt it in the College, and found 
ſome phyſicians mean enough to ſolicit their patron- 
age, by betraying to them the counſels of the Col- 
lege. The greater part, however, enforced by a new 
edict, in 1694, the former order of 1687, and ſent 
it to the mayor and aldermen, who appointed a com- 
mittee. to treat with the College, and ſettle the mode 
of adminiſtering the charity. 
| £4. It 


It was deſired by the aldermen, that the teſtimo- 
nials of churchwardens and overſeers ſhould be ad- 
mitted ; and that all hired ſervants, and all appren- 
tices to handicraftſmen, ſhould be conſidered as pr. 
This likewiſe was granted by the College. 

It was then conſidered who ſhould diſtribute the 
medicines, and who ſhould ſettle their prices. The 
Phyſicians procured ſome apothecaries to undertake 
the diſpenſation, and offered that the warden and 
company of the Apothecaries ſhould adjuſt the price. 
This offer was rejected; and the apothecaries who 
had engaged to aſſiſt the charity were conſidered as 
traytors to the company, threatened with the impoſi- 
tion of troubleſome offices, and deterred from the 
performance of their engagements. The apotheca- 
ries ventured upon publick oppoſition, and preſented 

a kind of remonſtrance againſt the deſign to the com- 
mittee of the city, which the phyficians condeſcend - 
ed to confute: and at leaſt the traders ſeem to have 
prevailed among the ſons of trade; for the propoſal 
of the College having been conſidered, a paper of 
approbation was drawn up, but poſtponed and for- 
gotten. | 
The phyfieians ſtill perfiſted ; and in 1696. a ſub- 
ſcription was raiſed by themſelves, according to an 
agrcement prefixed to the Diſpenſary. The poor 
were, for a time, ſupplied with medicines; for how 
long a time, I know not. The medicinal charity, 
like others, began with ardour, but ſoon. remitted, 
and at laſt died gradually away. 

About the time of the ſubſcription begins the ac- 

tion of the Diſpenſary. The Poem, as its ſubject 

was nh and popular, co-operated with paſſions 
and 
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and prejudices then prevalent, and, with ſuch auxilia- 


ries to its intrinſick merit, was univerſally and libe- 
rally applauded. It was on the ſide of charity againſt 
the intrigues of intereſt, and of regular learning againſt 
licentious uſurpation of medical authority, and was 
therefore naturally favoured by thoſe whe: aut and 
can; judge of gat... nt f 
In 1697, Garth ſpoke, char. hich is- now's — 
the Harveian Oration; which the authors of the 
Biographia mention with more praiſe than the paſ- 
ſage quoted in their notes will fully juſtify. Garth, 
ſpeaking of the miſchiefs done by quacks, has theſe 
expreſſions :. ** Non tamen telis vulnerat iſta agyrta- 
rum colluvies, ſed theriaca quadam magis perni- 
66 .ciola, non pyrio, ſed pulvere neſcio quo exotico 
6 certat, non globulis plumbeis, ſed pilulis æque 
« lethalibus.interficit.” This was certainly thought 
fine by the author, and is ſtill; admired by his bio- 
grapher. In October 1792, he n one of the 
cenſors of the College. ide 
Garth, being an active and 1 Whig, Was 2 
member of the Kit-cat club, and, by conſequence, 
famuliarly known to all the great men of that deno- 
mination. In 1710, when the government fell, into 
other hands, he writ to lord Godolphin, on his diſ- 
miſſion, a ſhart poem, which , was criticiſed. in the 
Examiner, and ſo ſucceſsfully either defended or ex · 
cuſed by Mr. Addiſon, that, for the fake of the 
vindication, it ought to be preſeryed. 
At the acceſſion of the preſent family his t merits 
were acknowledged and rewarded, He was knighted 
with the ſword of his her, Marlborough ; and. was 
made 


E Xx ® F Bm 
made'phyfician in ordinary to the —_— and phyfs 
f 9 te che arm. | 

He then undertook an edition of Ovid's WaetsWbr 
Pkbles, tranſlated by ſeveral hands; which he re- 
commended by a Preface, written with more often- 
tation than ability: his notions are half- formed, and 
his materials immethodically confuſed. This was 
his laſt work. He died Jan. 16, is, and was 
Wann at Harrow- on- the-Hill. 

His perſonal character den to have dees Beit 
and liberal. He communicated himſelf through a 
very wide extent of acquaintance ; and though firm 
in a party, at a time when firmneſs included viru- 
lence; yet he imparted his kindneſs to thoſe who were 
not ſuppoſed to favour his principles. He was an 
early encourager of Pope, and was at onee' the friend 
of Addiſon and of Granville. He is accuſed of vo- 
luptuouſneſs and irreligion; and Pope; who ſays, 
that “ if ever there was a good Chriſtian, without 
„ knowing himſelf to be fo, it was Dr. Garth,“ 
ſeems not able to deny what he! is angry to hear, and 
Jorh to confeſs. 

Pope afterwards declared himſelf convinced, thar 
Garth died in the communion” of the Church of 
Rome, having been privately reconciled: It is ob- 
ſerved by Lowth, that thete is leſs diſtance than is 
thought between ſcepticiſm and popery; and that a 
mind, wearied with perpetual doubt Aube ſeeks 
repole 1 in the boſom of an infallible Chureh. 5 

His poetry has been praiſed at leaſt equally to its 
merit. In the Diſpenſary there is a ſtrain of ſmooth 
and free verſification ; but few lines are eminently 
elegant. No paſſages fall below mediocrity, and 

| few 
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few riſe much above it. The plan ſeems formed 
without juſt proportion to the ſubject; the means 
and end have no neceflary connection.  Reſnel, in 
his Preface to Pope's Eflay, remarks, that Garth ex- 
hibits no diſcrimination of characters; and that what 
any one ſays might, with equal propriety, have been 
ſaid by another. The general deſign is, perhaps, 
open to criticiſm; but the compoſition can ſeldom 
be charged with inaccuracy or negligence. The 
author never ſlumbetß In ſelfämlulgenge; his full 
vigour is always exerted ; ſcarcely a line is left unfis 
niſhed; nor is it eaſy to find an expreſſion uſed by 
conſtraint, or a thought imperſectly expreſſed. It 
was remarked by Pope, that the Diſpenſary had been 
corrected in every edition, and that every , change 
was an improvement. It appears, howeyer, to wane 


ſomething of poetical ardour, and ſomething of gene- 
ral deleQatian ; and therefore, ſince it has been no 
longer ſupported by accidental and intrinfick Foes 
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TICHOLAS' ROWE was born . at Lage 
Beckford, in Bedfordſhire, in 1673. His 
Ru had long poſſeſſed a conſiderable eftate, with 
a good houſe, at Lambertoun ® in Devonſhire. The 
anceſtor from whom he deſcended in a direct line re- 
ceived the arms borne by his deſcendants for his 
bravery in the Holy War. His father, John Rowe, 
who was the firſt that quitted his paternal acres to 
practiſe any art of profit, profeſſed the law, and 
publiſhed Benlow's and Dalliſon's Reports in the 
reign of James the Second, when, in oppofition to 
the notions, then diligently propagated, of diſpenſing 
power, he ventured to remark how low his authors 
rated the prerogative. He was made a ſerjeant, and 
died April 30, 1692, He was buried in the Tem- 
ple church. 
Nicholas was firſt ſent to a private ſchool at High- 
gate ; and, being afterwards removed to Weſtmin- 
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ſter, was at twelve years * choſen one of the king's 
ſcholars. His maſter was Buſby, who ſuffered none + 
of his ſcholars to let their powers lie uſeleſs; and his 
exerciſes in ſeveral languages are ſaid to have been 
written with uncommon degrees of excellence, and N 
yet to have coſt him very little labour. 

At ſixteen he had, in his father's opinion, made 
advances in learning ſufficient to qualify him for the 
ſtudy of law, and was entered a ſtudent of the Mid- 
dle Temple, where for ſome time he read ſtatutes 
and reports with proficiency proportionate to the 
force of his mind, which was already ſuch that he 
endeavoured to comprehend law, not as a ſeries of 
precedents, or collection of poſitive precepts, but 
as a ſyſtem of rational r and d impartial 
juſtice. 2 

When he was nineteen, he was, by 885 death of 
of his father, left more to 1 own direction, and pro- 
bably from that time ſuffered law gradually to give 
way to poetry. At twenty-five he produced the 
Ambitious Step-Mother, which was received with fo 
much favour, that he devoted himſelf from that 
time wholly to elegant literature. n 

His next tragedy (1702) was Tamerlane, in u Which, 8 
under the name of Tamerlane, he intended to cha- 
racterize king William, and Lewis the Fourteenth 
under Bajazet. The virtues of Tamerlane ſeem to 
| have been arbitrarily affigned him by his poet, for T 
know not that hiſtory gives any other qualities than 
thoſe which make a conqueror. The faſhion, how- 
ever, of the time was, to accumulate upon Lewis all 
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that can raiſe horror and deteſtation ; and whatever 
good was with-beld from him, that it might not be 
thrown away, was beſtowed upon king William. 
This was the tragedy which Rowe valued moſt, 
and that which probably, by the help of political 
auxiliaries, excited moſt applauſe ; but occaſiona!l 
muſt often content itſelf with occaſional praiſe. 
Tamerlane has for a long time been acted only once 
a year, on the night when king William landed. Our 
quarrel with Lewis has been long over; and it now 
gratifies neither zeal nor'malice to ſee him painted 
with aggravated features, like a Saracen upon a ſign. 
The Farr Penitent, his next production (1703), 
is one of the moſt pleaſing tragedies on the ſtage, 
where it ſtill keeps its turns of appearing, and pro- 
bably will long keep them, for there is ſcarcely any 
work of any poet at once ſo intereſting by the fable, 
and ſo delightful by the language. The ſtory is do- 
eſtick, and therefore eafily received by the imagi- 
Be and afhmilated to common life; the diction 
is exquiſitely harmonious, and ſoft or ſprightly as oc- 
cafion requires. 

The character of Lothario ſeems to have been ex- 
panded by Richardſon into Lovelace ; but he has ex- 
celled his original in the moral effect of the fiction. 
Lothario, with gaiety which cannot be hated, and 
| bravery which cannot be deſpiſed, retains too much 
of the ſpectator's kindneſs. It was in the power of 
Richardſon alone to teach us at once eſteem and de- 
teſtation, to make virtuous reſentment over-power 
all the benevolence which wit, elegance, and courage, 


naturally excite; and to loſe at laſt the hero in the 
villain. 
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50 The fith act is not equal to the former; the events 
of the drama are exhauſted, and little remains but to 
talk of what is paſt. It has been obſerved, that the 
title of the play does not ſufficiently correſpond with 
the behaviour of Caliſta, who at laſt ſhews no evi» 
dent ſigns of repentance, but may be reaſonably 
ſuſpected of feeling pain from detection rather than 
from guilt, and expreſſes more. ſhame than: m 
ee rage than ſname. 

His next (1706) was Unſſes; : Je mids * et 
mon. fate of - mythological ſtories, is now generally 
neglected. We have been too early acquainted with 
the poetical heroes, to expect any pleaſure, from 
their revival; to ſnew them, as they have already 
been ſhewn, is to diſguſt by repetition z, to give them 
new qualities, or new ee is ta W by vio- 
lating received notions. 

The Royal Convert (1705) bene to 5 A | better 
claim to longevity. The fable is drawn from an o 
ſcure and barbarous age, to which fictions are 
eaſily and properly adapted; for when objects are 
imperfectly ſeen, they eaſily take forms from imagi 

nation. The ſcene lies among our anceſtors in our 
own country, and therefore very eaſily catches atten- 
tion. Rodogune is a perſonage truly tragical, of high 
ſpirit, and violent paſſions, great with tempeſtuous 
dignity, and wieked with a ſoul that would have been 
heroick if it had been virtuous. The motto ſeems 
to tell, that this play was not ſucceſsful. 7 

Rowe does not always remember what his charae- 
ters require. In Tamerlane there is fome ridiculous 
mention of the God of Love; and Rodogune, a ſa- 


vage Saxon, talks of Venus, and the cagls that bears 
Ws thunder of Jupiter. | 
This play diſcovers its own date, by a prodjtion 
of the Union, in imitation of Cranmer's' prophetick 
promiſes to Henry the Eighth. The anticipated bleſ- 
ſings of union are not very naturally” introduced, _ 
my happily expreſſed. | | 
He once (1706) tried to change his hand. Ho 
ventured on a comedy, and produced the Bzter ; 
with which, though .it was unfavourably treated 
by the audience, he was himſelf delighted; for he 
is ſaid to have ſat in the houſe laughing with great 
vehemence, whenever he had, in his own opinion, 
produced a jeſt. But, finding that he and the pub- 
lick had no ſympathy of mirth, he tried at Ter 
ſcenes no more. 
After the Royal Convert (1714) appeared Jane 
Shore, written, as its author profeſſes, in imitation of 
— Ayle. In what he thought himſelf an 
itator of Shakſpeare, it is not eaſy to conceive. 
The numbers, the diction, the. ſentiments, and the 
conduct, every thing in which imitation can conſiſt, 
are remote in the utmoſt degree from the manner of 
Shakſpeare ; whoſe dramas it reſembles only as it is 
an Engliſh ſtory, and as ſome of the - perſons have 
their names in hiſtory, This play, conſiſting chiefly 
of domeſtick ſcenes and private diſtreſs, lays hold 
upon the heart. The wife is forgiven becauſe ſhe 
repents, and the huſband is honoured becauſe he for- 
gives. This, therefore, is one of thoſe Fo which 
we ſtill welcome on the ſtage. 
His laſt tragedy (1715) was Lady Jane Grop, 


This ſubje& had been choſen by Mr, Smith, whoſe 
papers 
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papers were put into Rowe's hands ſuch as he de- 
ſcribes them in his preface. This play has likewiſe: 
ſunk into oblivion. From this time he gave nothing 
more to the ſtage. | 
Being by a competent fortune exempted from any 
neceſſity of combating his inclination, he never wrote 
in diſtreſs, and therefore does not appear to have 
ever written in haſte. His works were finiſhed to his 
own approbation, and bear few marks of negligence 
or hurry. It is remarkable, that his prologues and 
epilogues are all his own, though he ſometimes ſup- 
plied others; he afforded help, but did not ſolicit it. 
As his ſtudies neceſſarily made him acquainted 
with Shakſpeare, and acquaintance produced venera - 
tion, he undertook (1709) an edition of his works, 
from which he neither received much praiſe, nor 
| ſeems to have expected it; yet, I believe, thoſe who 
compare it with former copies will find that he has 
done more than he promiſed; and that, without the 
pomp of notes or boaſts of criticiſm, many paſſages? 
are happily reſtored. He prefixed a life of the au- 
thor, ſuch as tradition, then almoſt expiring, could 
ſupply, and a preface * ; which cannot be ſaid to 
_ diſcover much profundity or penetration. He at 
leaſt contributed to the popularity of his author. 
| He was willing enough to improve his fortune by 
other arts than poetry. He was under-ſecretary. for 
three years when the duke of Queenſberry was ſecre- 
tary of ſtate, and afterwards applied to the earl of 
Oxford for ſome publick employment nn Qxioak 
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* Mr. Rowe's Preface, however, is not dilinct, as It N be 
ſuppoſed from this paſſage from the Life. R. 
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enjoined him to ſtudy Spaniſh ; and when, ſome time 
afterwards, he came again, and ſaid that he had 
maſtered it, diſmiſſed him with this congratulation, 
Then, Sir, I envy you the pleaſure of reading Don 
«© Quixote in the original.” 55 

This ſtory is ſufficiently atteſted ; but why Ox 
ford, who deſired to be thought a favourer of litera- 
ture, ſhould thus inſult a man of acknowledged me- 
rit; or how Rowe, who was ſo keen a Whig * that 
he did not willingly converſe with men of the oppo- 
fite party, could aſk preferment from Oxford; it is 
not now poſſible to diſcover. Pope, who told the 
ſtory, did not ſay on what occaſion the advice was 
given; and, though he owned Rowe's diſappoint- 
ment, doubted whether any injury was intended him, 
but thought it rather lord Oxford's odd way. 
It is likely that he lived on diſcontented through 
the reſt of queen Anne's reign; but the time came 
at laſt when he found kinder friends. At the acceſ- 
fion of king George he was made poet-laureat ; I am 
afraid by the ejection of poor Nahum Tate, who 
(1716) died in the Mint, where he was forced to 
ſeek ſhelter by extreme poverty. He was made like- 
wiſe one of the land · ſurveyors of the cuſtoms of the 
port of London. The prince of Wales choſe him 
clerk of his council; and the lord-chancelior Parker, 
as ſoon as he received the ſeals, appointed him, un- 
aſked, ſecretary of the preſentations. Such an ac- 
cumulation of employ ments undoubtedly produced a 
very confiderable revenue. \ 

Having already tranſlated ſome parts of Lucan's 
Pharſalia, which had been publiſhed in the Miſcel- 
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lanies, and doubtleſs received many praiſes, he un- 
dertook a verſion of the whole work, which he lived 
to finiſh, but not to publiſh. It ſeems to have been 
printed under the care of Dr. Welwood, who pre- 
fixed the author's life, in which is contained the fol- 
lowing character: 1 


« As to his perſon, it was graceful and well made; 3 


ce his face regular, and of a manly beauty. As his 
« ſoul was well-lodged, ſo its rational and animal fa- 
* culties excelled in a high degree. He had a quick 
and fruitful invention, a deep penetration, and a 
„large compaſs of thought, with ſingular dexterity 
« and eaſineſs in making his thoughts to be under- 
« ſtood. He was maſter of moſt parts of polite” 
learning, eſpecially the claſſical authors, both 
ce Greek and Latin; underſtood the French, Italian, 
5 and Spaniſh languages; and ſpoke the firſt fluently, 
and the other two tolerably well, 

He had likewiſe read moſt of the Greek and 
* Roman hiſtories in their original languages, and 
© moſt that are wrote in Engliſh, French, Italian, 
“e and Spaniſh, He had a good taſte in philoſophy ;' 
«© and, having a firm impreffion of religion upon his 
© mind, he took great delight in divinity and ecele- 
« ſiaſtical hiſtory, in both which he made great ad- 
© yances in the times he retired into the country, 
« which was frequent. He expreſſed, on all occa- 
<« ſions, his full perſuaſion of the truth of Revealed 
« Religion; and being a ſincere member of the Eſta- 
te bliſhed Church himſelf, he pitied, but condemned 
© not, thoſe that diſſented from it. He abhorred the 
principles of perſecuting men upon the account of 
their opinions in religion; and being ſtrict in his 
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* own, he took it not upon him to cenſure: thoſe of 
te another perſuaſion. His converſation was pleaſant, 
« witty, and learned, without the leaſt tincture of 
« affectation or pedantry ; and his inimitable manner 
“of diverting and enlivening the company made it 
e impoſſible for any one to be out of humour when 
* he was in it. Envy and detraction ſeemed to be 
e entirely foreign to his conſtitution ; and whatever 
« provocations he met with at any time, he paſſed 
«© them over without the leaſt thought of reſentment 
* or revenge. As Homer had a Zoilus, ſo Mr. 
© Rowe had ſometimes his: for there were not want-. 
« ing malevolent people, and pretenders to poetry 
© too, that would now-and-then bark at his beſt per- 
c formances;. but he was ſo much conſcious of his own 
ce genius, and had ſo much good-nature, as to forgive 
* them; nor could he ever be tempted to return 
them an anſwer.. | | 

* The love of learning and poetry made him not 
« the leſs fit for buſineſs, and nobody applied himſelf 
ce cloſer to it, when it required his attendance. The 
<« late duke of Queenſberry, when he was ſecretary 
& of ſtate, made him his ſecretary for publick affairs; 
% and when that truly great man came to know him 
ce well, he was never ſo pleaſed as when Mr. Rowe 
ce was in his company. After the duke's death, all 
« avenues were ſtopped to his preferment; and, 
« during the reſt of that reign, he paſſed his time 
c with the Muſes and his books, and ſometimes. the 
t converſation of his friends. 

* When he had juſt got to be eaſy in his fortune, 
“and was in a fair way to make it better, death 
« ſwept him away, and in him deprived the world of 
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ec one of the beſt men, as well as one of the beſt ge- 
te niuſes, of the age. He died like a Chriſtian and a 
ce Philoſopher, in charity with all mankind, and with 
© an abſolute reſignation to the will of God. He 
kept up his good-humour to the laſt; and took 
< leave of his wife and friends, immediately before 
* his laſt agony, with the ſame tranquillity of mind, 


ee and the ſame indifference for life, as though he 


e had been upon taking but a ſhort journey. He was 
ce twice married; firſt to a daughter of Mr. Parſons, 
© one of the auditors of the revenue; and afterwards 
* to a daughter of Mr. Deveniſh, of a good family in 
66 Dorſetſhire. By the firſt he had a ſon; and by the 
e ſecond a daughter, married afterwards to Mr. Fane. 
He died the ſixth of December, 1718, in the forty- 
« fifth year of his age; and was buried the nine- 
te teenth of the ſame month in Weſtminſter-abbey, in 
<* the aiſle where many of our Engliſh poets/ are in- 
* terred, over-againſt Chaucer, his body being at- 
cc tended by a ſelect number of his friends, and the 
dean and choir officiating at the funeral.“ 

To this character, which is apparently given with 
the fondneſs of a friend, may be added the teſtimony 
of Pope, who ſays, in a letter to Blount, © Mr. Rowe 
c accompanied me, and paſſed a week in the Foreſt. 
«© ] need not tell you how much a man of his turn 
« entertained me; but I muſt acquaint you, there is 
«© a vivacity and gaiety of diſpoſition, almoſt pecu- 
*« ljar to him, which make it impoſſible to part from 
ce him without that uneaſineſs which Hes: ſuc- 
* ceeds all our pleaſure,” 

Pope has left behind him another mention' of his 
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companion, leſs advantageous, which is thus reported 
by Dr. War burton: 

* Rowe, in Mr. Pope s opinion, maintained a „ 
ec cent character, but had no heart. Mr. Addiſon. 
was juſtly offended with ſome behaviour which 
* aroſe from that want, and eſtranged himſelf from 
& him; which Rowe felt very ſeverely. Mr. Pope, 
their common friend, knowing this, took an op- 
© portunity, at fome juncture of Mr. Addiſon's ad- 
* yancement, to tell him how poor Rowe was 
ec grieved at his diſpleaſure, and what ſatisfaction he 
« expreſſed at Mr. Addiſon's good fortune, which he 
**exprefſed ſo naturally, that be (Mr. Pope) could 
not but think him fincere. Mr. Addiſon replied, 
6 do not ſuſpect that he feigned; but the levity 
of his heart is ſuch, that he is ſtruck with any 
& new adventure; and it would affect him juſt in the 
«ſame manner, if he heard | was going to be hang. 
e ed. Mr. Pope ſaid, he could not deny but Mr, 
6 Addiſon underſtood Rawe well.” 

This cenſure time has not left us the power of con- 
firming or refuting ; but obſervation daily ſhews, 
that much ſtreſs is not to be laid on hyperbalical ac- 
cuſations, and pointed ſentences, which even he that 
utters them deſires to be applauded rather than cre- 
dited. Addiſon can hardly be ſuppoſed to have 
meant all that he ſaid. Few characters can bear the 
microſcopick ſcrutiny of wit quickened by anger; 
and perhaps the beſt advice to authors would be, 
that they. ſhould keep out of the way of one another. 

Rowe is chiefly to be conſidered as a tragick writer 
and a tranſlator. In his attempt at comedy he failed 
ſo ignominiouſly, that his Biter is not inſerted in his 


_ 


KK © W ©. 71 
works; and his occaſional poems and ſhort compoſi- 
tions are rarely worthy either praiſe or cenſure; for 
they ſeem the caſual ſports of a mind ſeeking rather 
to amuſe its leiſure than to exerciſe its powers. 

In the conſtruction of his dramas, there is not 
much art; he is not a nice obſerver of the Unities. 
He extends time and varies place as his convenience 
requires. To vary the place is not, in my opi- 
nion, any violation of Nature, if the change be made 
between the acts; for it is no leſs eaſy for the ſpecta- 
tor to ſuppoſe himſelf at Athens in the ſecond act, 
than at Thebes in the firſt; but to change the ſcene, 
as is done by Rowe, in the middle of an act, is to 
add more acts to the play, ſince an act is ſo much 
of the buſineſs as is tranſacted without interruption. 
Rowe, by this licence, eaſily extricates himſelf from 
difficulties; as in Jane Gray, when we have been 
terrified: with all the dreadful pomp of publick exe- 
cution, and are wondering how the heroine or the 
poet will proceed, no ſopner has Jane pronounced 
ſome prophetick rhymes, than—paſs and be gone 
the ſcene cloſes, and Pembroke and Gardiner are 
turned out upon the ſtage. 

I know not that there can be found in his plays 
any deep ſearch into nature, any accurate diſcrimi- 
nations of kindred qualities, or nice diſplay of paſſion 
in its progreſs ; all is general and undefined, Nor 
does he much intereſt or affect the auditor, except 
in Fane Shore, who 1s always ſeen and heard with 
pity. Alicia is a character of empty noiſe, with no 
reſemblance to real ſorrow or to natural madneſs. 

Whence, then, has Rowe his reputation? From 
the reaſonableneſs and propriety of ſome of his ſcenes, 
from the elegance of his diction, and the ſuavity of 
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his verſe. He ſeldom moves either-pity or terrour, 
but he often elevates the ſentiments; he ſeldom 
pierces the breaſt, but he always delights the ear, 
and often improves the underſtanding. _ g 

His tranſlation of the Golden Verſes, and of the 
firſt book of Qxillzt's Poem, have nothing in them 
remarkable The Golden Verſes are tedious. 

The verſion of Lucan is one of the greateſt produc- 
tions of Engliſh poetry ; for there is perhaps none that 
ſo completely exhibits the genius and ſpirit of the ori- 
ginal. Lucan is diſtinguiſhed by a kind of dictatorial or 
philoſophick dignity, rather, as Quintilian obſerves, 
declamatory than poetical ; full of. ambitious mora- 
lity and pointed ſentences, compriſed in vigorous 
and animated lines. This character Rowe has very 
diligently and ſucceſsfully preſerved. His verſifica- 
tion, which is ſuch as his contemporaries practiſed, 
without any attempt at innovation or improvement, 
ſeldom wants either melody or force. His author's 
ſenſe is ſometimes a little diluted by additional infu- 
ſions, and ſometimes weakened by too much expan- 
ſion. But ſuch faults are to be expected in all tranſ- 
lations, from the conſtraint of meaſures and diſſimi- 
litude of languages. The Phar/ſalia of Rowe de- 
ſerves more notice than it obtains, and as it is more 
read will be more eſteemed. | 
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OSEPH ADDISON. was born on the firſt of 

May, 1672, at Milſton, of which his father, Lan- 
celot Addiſon, was then rector, near. Ambroſebury 
in Wiltſhire, and appearing weak and unlikely to 
live, he was chriſtened: the ſame day. After the 
uſual domeſtick education, which, from the cha- 
racter of his father, may be reaſonably ſuppoſed to 
have given him ſtrong impreſſions of piety, he was 
committed to the care of Mr. Naiſh at Ambroſebury, 
and afterwards of Mr. Taylor at Saliſbury. | 
Not to name the ſchool or the maſters of men il- 
luſtrious for literature, is a kind of hiſtorical fraud, 
by which honeſt fame is injuriouſly diminiſhed : I 
would therefore trace him through the whole proceſs 
of his education. In 1683, in the beginning of his 
twelfth year, his father, being made dean of Lich- 
field, naturally carried his family to his new reſi- 
dence, and, I believe, placed him for ſome time, 
probably not long, under Mr. Shaw, then maſter of . 
the ſchool at Lichfield, father of the late Dr. Peter 
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Shaw. Of this interval his biographers have 0 
no account, and I know it only from a ſtory of a 
barring-out, told me, when I was a boy, by Andrew 
Corbet of Shropſhire, who had heard it from Mr. 
Pigot his uncle. 
The practice of barring-out was a favage licence, 
practiſed in many ſchools to the end of the laſt cen- 


' tury, by which the boys, when the periodical vaca- 


tion drew near, growing petulant at the approach of 
hberty, ſome days before the time of regular receſs, 
took poſſeſſion of the ſchool, of which they barred 
the doors, and bade their maſter defiance from the 
windows. It is not eaſy to ſuppoſe, that on ſuch 
occafions the maſter would do more than laugh; 
yet, if tradition may be credited, he often ſtruggled 
hard to force or ſurpriſe the garriſon, The maiter, 
'when Pigot was a ſchool-boy, was barred-out at 
'Lichfield ; and the whole operation, as he ſaid, was 
planned and conducted by Addiſon. 

To judge better of the probability of this ſtory, I 
have enquired when he was ſent to the Chartreux ; 
but, as he was not one of thoſe who enjoyed the 
Founder's benefaction, there is no account preſerved 
'of his admiffion. At the ſchool of the Chartreux, 
to which he was removed either from that of Saliſ- 
bury or Lichfield, he purſued his juvenile ſtudies 
under the care of Dr. Ellis, and contracted that inti- 
macy with Sir Richard Steele, which their joint la- 
bours have ſo effectually recorded. 

Of this memorable friendſhip the greater praiſe 


muſt be given to Steele. It is not hard to love thoſe 


from whom nothing can be feared; and Addiſon 
never conſidered Steele as a rival; but Steele lived, 
as 
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as he confeſſes, under an habitual ſubjection to the 
predominating genius of Addiſon, whom he always 
mentioned with reverence, and e with obſequi- 
ouſneſs. 

Addiſon *, who knew his own n dignity, could not 
always forbear to thew it, by playing a little upon 
his admirer; but he was in no danger of retort: his 
jeſts were endured without reſiſtance or reſentment. 

But the ſneer of jocularity was not the worſt. 
Steele, whoſe imprudence of generoſity, or vanity of 
profuſion, kept him always incurably neceſſitous, 
upon ſome preſſing exigence, in an evil hour, bor- 
rowed an hundred pounds of his friend, probably 
without much purpoſe of repayment; but Addiſon, 
who ſeems to have had other notions of a hundred 
pounds, grew impatient of delay, and reclaimed his 
loan by an execution. Steele felt with great ſenſi- 
bility the obduracy of his creditor ; but with emo- 
tions of forrow rather than of anger +. 

In 1687 he was entered into Queen's College in in 
Oxford, where, in 1689, the accidental peruſal of 
ſome Latin verſes gained him the patronage of Dr. 
Lancaſter, afterwards provoſt of Queen's College; 
by whoſe recommendation he was elected into Mag- 


* Spence. 5 
+ This fact was communicated to Johnſon i in my Aa by a a 
perſon of unqueſtionable veracity, but whoſe name I am not at li- 
berry to mention. He had it, as he told us, from lady Primroſe, 
to whom Steele related it with tears in his eyes. The late Dr. 
Stinton confirmed it to me, by ſaying, that he had heard it from 
Mr. Hooke, author of the Roman Hiſtory ; and he, from Mr. 
Pope. H. | 
See, Victor's Letters, vol. I, p. 328, this tranſaction ſome- 
what differently related, R, 
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dalen College as a Demy, a term by which that ſos 
eiety denominates thoſe which are elſewhere called 
Scholars; young men, who partake of the founder's 
benefaction, and ſucceed in their order to vacant 
fellowſhips “. | 

Here he continued 'to cultivate poetry and criti- 
ciſm, and grew firſt eminent by his Latin compoſi- 
tions, which are indeed entitled to particular praiſe, 
He has not confined himſelf to the imitation of any 
ancient author, but has formed his ſtyle from the 
general language, ſuch as a diligent peruſal of the 
productions of different ages happened to ſupply. - 

His Latin compoſitions ſeem to have had much of 
his fondneſs, for he collected a ſecond volume of 
the Maſe Anglicanæ, perhaps for a convenient recep- 
tacle, in which all his Latin pieces are inſerted, and 
where his Poem on the Peace has the firſt place. He 
afterwards preſented the collection to Boileau, who, 
from that time, conceived,” ſays Tickell, „an 
© opinion of the Engliſh genius for poetry. „ No- 
thing is better known of Boileau, than that he had 
an injudicious and peeviſh contempt of modern La- 
tin, and therefore his profeſſion of regard was 
probably the effect of his civility rather than appro- 
bation. 

Three of his Latin poems are upon ſubjects on 
which perhaps he would not have ventured to have 
written in his own language. The Battle of the Pig- 
mies and Cranes; The Barometer; and A Bowling- 
green, When the matter is low or ſcanty, a dead 
language, in which nothing is mean beceuſe nothing 


* He took the degree of M. A. Feb, 14, 1693. Nun 
is 
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is familiar, affords great conveniences; and by the 
ſonorous magnificence of Roman ſyllables, the writer 
conceals penury of thought, and want of mn 

often from the reader, and often from himſelf. | 

In his twenty-ſecond year he firſt ſhewed his power 
of Engliſh poetry, by ſome verſes addreſſed to Dry- 
den; and ſoon after publiſhed a tranſlation of the 
greater part of the Fourth Georgick upon Bees ; after 
which, ſays an ** my latter ſwarm is ; hardly. 
« worth. the hiving.” 

About the ſame time he compoſed the arguments 
prefixed to the ſeveral books of Dryden's Virgil; 
and produced an Eſſay on the Georgicks, juvenile, 
ſuperficial, and uninſtructive, without much either 
of the ſcholar's learning or the critick's penetration. 
His next paper of verſes contained a character of 
the principal Engliſh poets, inſcribed to Henry Sa- 
cheverell, who was then, if not a poet, a writer. of 
verſes *; as is ſhewn by his verſion of a ſmall part of 


* A letter which I found among Dr. Johnſon's papers, dated 
in January 1784, from a lady in Wiltſhire, contains a diſcovery 
of ſome importance in literary hiſtory, viz. that by the initials 
H. S. prefixed to the poem, we are not to underſtand the famous 
Dr. Henry Sacheverell, whoſe trial is the moſt remarkable inci- 
dent in his life, The information thus communicated is, that 
the verſes in queſtion were not an addreſs to the famous Dr. Sa- 
cheverell, but to a very ingenious gentleman of the ſame name, 
who died young, ſuppoſed to be a Mankſman, for that he wrote 
the hiſtory of the Ifle of Man — That this perſon left his papers 
to Mr. Addiſon, and had formed a plan of a tragedy upon the 
death of Socrates.—The lady ſays, ſhe had this information from 
a Mr. Stephens, who was a fellow of Merton College, a contem- 
porary, and intimate with Mr. Addiſon in Oxford, who died, 
near 50 years ago, a prebendary of Wincheſter. H. 


Virgil's 
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Virgil's Georgicks, publiſhed in the Miſcellanies, 
and a Latin encomium on Queen Mary, in the Muſ# 
Anglicanæ. Theſe verſes exhibit all the fondneſs, of 
friendſhip ; but, on one ſide or the other, friendſhip 
was afterwards too weak for the malignity of faction. 
In this poem is a very. confident and diſcriminate. 
character of Spenſer, whoſe work he had then never 
read *. So little ſometimes is criticiſm the effect of 


 _ judgement. lt is neceſſary to inform the reader, that 


about this time he was introduced by Congreve to 
Montague, then Chancellor of the Exchequer : Ad- 
diſon was then learning the trade of a courtier, and 
ſubjoined Montague as. a poetical name to. thoſe of 
Cowley and of Dryden. 

By the influence of Mr. Montague, concurring, 
according to Tickell, with his natural modeſty, he 
was diverted from his original defign of entering into 
holy orders, Montague alledged the corruption of 
men who engaged in civil employments without li- 
beral education; and declared, that, though he was 
repreſented as an enemy to the Church, he would 
never do it any injury but by with-holding Addiſon 
from it. 

Soon after (in 1695) he wrote a poem to king 
William, with a rhyming introduction addreſſed to 
lord Somers. King William had no regard to ele- 
gance or literature; his ſtudy was only war: yet by 
a choice of miniſters, whoſe diſpoſition was very dif- 
ferent from. his own, he procured, without intention, 
a very liberal patronage to poetry. Addiſon was 

careſſed both by Somers and Montague. 


* Spence. 
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In 1697 appeared his Latin verſes, on the peace 
of Ryſwick, which he dedicated to Montague, and 
which was afterwards called by Smith * the beſt 
< Latin poem ſince the Eneid.“ Praiſe muſt not be 
too rigorouſly examined; but the performance can- 
not be denied to be vigorous and elegant. 

Having yet no publick employment, he obtained 
(in 1699) a penfion of three hundred pounds a year, 
that he might be enabled to travel. He ſtaid a year 
at Blois *, Probably to learn the French language; 
and then proceeded in his journey to Italy, which he 
ſurveyed with the eyes of a poet. 

While he was travelling at leiſure, he was far 
from being idle: for he not only collected his ob- 
ſervations on the country, but found time to write 
his Dialogues on Medals, and four Ads of Cato. 
Such at leaſt is the relation of Tickell. Perhaps he 
only collected his materials, and formed bis plan. 

Whatever were his other employments in Italy, he 
there wrote the letter to lord Halifax, which is juſtly 
conſidered as the moſt elegant, if not the moſt ſub- 
lime, of his poetical productions. But in about two 
years he found it neceſſary to haſten home; being, 
as Swift informs us, diſtreſſed by indigence, and 
compelled to become the tutor of a travelling 
Squire, becauſe his penſion was not remitted, 

At his return he publiſhed his Travels, with a 
dedication to lord Somers. As his ſtay in foreign 
countries was ſhort, his obſervations are ſuch as 
might be ſupplied by a haſty view, and conſiſt 
chiefly in compariſons of the preſent face of the 


* Spence, | 
country 
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country with the deſcriptions left us by the Roman 
poets, from whom he made preparatory collections, 
though he might have ſpared the trouble, had he 
known that ſuch collections had been made twice e be- ; 


fore by Italian authors. 


The moſt amuſing paſſage of his book is his ac- 


count of the minute republick of San Marino; of 
many parts it is not a very ſevere cenſure. to ſay, 
that they might have been written at home. His 


elegance of language, and variegation of proſe and 


verſe, however, gains upon the reader; and the 
book, though a while neglected, became in time ſo 


much the favourite of the publick, that before it 


was reprinted it roſe to five times its price. 
When he returned to England (in 1702), with a 


meanneſs of appearance which gave teſtimony of 
the difficulties to which he had been reduced, he 
found his old patrons out of power, and was there- 


fore, for a time, at full leiſure for the cultivation of 


his mind, and a mind ſo cultivated gives reaſon to 
believe that little time was loſt. 


But he remained not long neglected or uſeleſs. 


The victory at Blenheim (1704) ſpread triumph and 
confidence over the nation; and lord Godolphin, la- 
menting to lord Halifax, that it had not been cele- 
brated in a manner equal to tke ſubject, deſired him 
to propoſe it to ſome better poet. Halifax told 
him, that there was no encouragement for genius ; 
that worthleſs men were unprofitably enriched with 
publick money, without any care to find or em- 
ploy thoſe whoſe appearance might do honour to 


their country. To this Godolphin replied, that ſuch 


abuſes Thould in time be reCtified ; and that, if a 
man 
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mari could be found capable of the taſk then pro- 
poſed, he ſhould not want an ample recompenſe. 
Halifax then named Addiſon, but required that the 
Treaſurer ſhould apply to him in his own perſon. 


Godolphin ſent the meſſage by Mr. Boyle, afterwards 


lord Carlton; and Addiſon, having undertaken the 
work, communicated it to the Treaſurer, while it 


was yet advanced no further than the ſimile of the 


Angel, and was immediately rewarded by ſucceeding 
Mr. Locke in the place of Commiſſioner of Appeals. 


In the following: year he was at Hanover with lord 


Halifax; and the year after he was made under-ſe- 
eretary of ſtate, firſt to Sir Charles Hedges, and in 
a few months more to the earl of Sunderland. 
About this time the prevalent taſte for Italian 
operas inclined him to try what would be the effect 
of a muſical. Drama in our own language. He there- 
fore wrote the opera of Roſamond, which, when ex- 
hibited on the ſtage, was either hiſſed or neglected ; 
but, truſting that the readers would do him more 
juſtice, he publiſhed it, with an inſcription to the 


dutcheſs of Marlborough; a woman without kill, 


or pretenſions to {kill, in poetry or literature, His 
dedication was therefore an inſtance of ſervile abſur- 


dity, to be exceeded only by Joſhua Barnes's dedi- 


cation of a Greek Anacreon to the Duke. 


His reputation had been ſomewhat advanced by 


The Tender Huſband, a comedy which Steele dedi- 
cated to him, with a confeſſion that he owed to him 
ſeveral of the moſt ſucceſsful ſcenes, To this play 
Addiſon ſupplied a prologue. | 
When the marquis of Wharton was appointed 
lord lieutenant of Ireland, Addiſon attended him. as 


his ſecretary ; and was made keeper of the records in 
Vor, + $6 G | Bir- 
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Birmingham's Tower, with a ſalary of three hundred 
pounds a year. The office was little more than no- 


minal, and the argen was e e his accom- 
modation. 


Intereſt and faction n little to the operation of | 


particular diſpoſitions, or private opinions. Two 
men of perſonal characters, more oppoſite than thoſe 
of Wharton and Addiſon, could not eafily be brought 


together. Wharton was impious, profligate, and 


ſhameleſs, without regard, or appearance of regard, 
to right and wrong : whatever is contrary to this 
may be faid of Addiſon; but as agents of a party 
they were connected, and how they Py mg their 
other ſentiments we eannot know. 

Addiſon muſt however not be too haſtily con- 
demned. It is not neceſſary to refuſe benefits from 


a bad man, when the acceptance imphes no appro» 


bation of his crimes ; nor has the ſubordinate officer 
any obligation to examine the opinions or conduct 
of thoſe under whom he acts, except that he may 
not be made the inftrument of wickednefs, It is 
reaſonable to ſuppoſe that Addiſon counteracted, as 
far as he was able, the malignant and blaſting influ- 


ence of the Lieutenant; and that at leaſt by his in- 


ter vention ſome good was done, and ſome nen 
prevented. 

When he was in office, he mög a law to bimſelf, 
as Swift has recorded, never to remit his regular 
fees in civility to his friends: For,” ſaid he, I 
« may have a hundred friends; and if my fee be 
e two guineas, I ſhall, by relinquiſhing my right, 
s loſe two hundred guineas, and no friend gain more 
than two; there is therefore no proportion between 
te the good imparted and the evil ſuffered,” 
He 
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He was in Ireland when Steele, without any com- 
munication of his deſign, began the publication of 
the Tatler: but he was not long concealed: by in- 
ſerting a remark on Virgil, which Addiſon had 
given him, he diſcovered himſelf. It is indeed not 
eaſy for any man to write upon literature or common 
life, ſo as not to make himſelf known to thoſe with 
whom he familiarly converſes, and who are ac- 
quainted with his track of ſtudy, his favourite to- 
pick, his peculiar notions, and his habitual phraſes. 

If Steele defired to write in ſecret, he was not 
lucky; a fingle month detected him. His firſt Tat- 
ler was publiſhed April 22 (1709); and Addiſon's 
contribution appeared May 26. Tickell obſerves, 
that the Tatler began and was concluded without 
his concurrence. This is doubtleſs literally true; 
but the work did not ſuffer much by his unconſciouſ- 
neſs of its commencement, or his abſence at its ceſ- 
ſation; for he continued his afliftance to December 
23, and the paper ſtopped on January 2. He did 
not diſtinguiſh his pieces by any ſignature; and I 
know not whether his name was not kept ſecret till 
the papers were collected into volumes. 

To the Tatler, in about two months, ſucceeded 
the Spectator; a ſeries of eſſays of the ſame kind, 
but written with leſs levity, upon a more regular 
plan, and publiſhed daily. Such an undertaking 
ſhewed the writers not to diſtruſt their own copiouſ- 
neſs of materials or facility of compoſition, and their 
performance zuſtified their confidence. They found 
however, in their progreſs, many auxiliaries. To 
attempt a ſingle paper was no terrifying labour; 


many pieces were offered, and many were received. 
VT Addiſon 
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Addiſon had enough of the zeal of party; but 


Steele had at that time almoſt nothing elſe. The 
Spectator, in one of the firſt papers, ſhewed the po- 


litical tenets of its authors; but a reſolution was 


ſoon taken, of courting general approbation by ge- 
neral topicks, and ſubjects on which faction had pro- 
duced no diverſity of ſentiments; ſuch as literature, 
morality, and familiar life. To this practice they 
adhered with few deviations. The ardour of Steele 
once broke out in praiſe of Marlborough; and when 
Dr. Fleetwood prefixed to ſome ſermons a preface, 
overflowing with whiggiſh opinions, that it might be 
read by the Queen *, it was reprinted in the Spectator. 
Io teach the minuter decencies and inferior duties, 


to regulate the practice of daily converſation, to cor- 


rect thoſe depravities which are rather ridiculous 
than criminal, and remove thoſe grievances which, 
if they produce no laſting calamities, impreſs hourly 


vexation, was firſt attempted by Caſa in his book of 


Manners, and Caſtiglione in his Courtier; two books 
yet celebrated in Italy for purity and elegance, and 
which, if they are now leſs read, are neglected only 
becauſe they have effected that reformation which 
their authors intended, and theit precepts now are 
no longer wanted. Their uſefulneſs to the age in 
which they were written is ſufficiently atteſted by 
the tranſlations which almoſt all the nations of Eu- 
rope were in haſte to obtain. 


* This particular number of the he ie: it is ald, was not 
publiſhed tin twelve o'clock, that it might come out preciſely at 
the hour of her Majeſty's breakfaſt, and that no time might be 
left for deliberating about ſerving it up with that meal, as uſual. 


See edit. of the TATLE& with m, vol. VI. Ne 271, noe. pi 
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This ſpecies of inſtruction was continued, and 
perhaps advanced by the French; among whom La 
Bruyere's Manners of the Age, chough; as Boileau 
remarked, it is written without connection, certainly 
deſerves praiſe, for livelineſs of deſcription, and juſt- 
neſs of obſervation. 

\ Before the Tatler and SpeQator, if the writers for | 
ths theatre are excepted, England had no maſters of 
common life. Mo writers had yet undertaken to 
reform either the ſavageneſs of neglect, or the im- 
pertinence of civility ; to ſhew when to ſpeak, or to 
be filent ; how to refuſe, or how to comply. We had 
many books to teach us our more important duties, 
and to ſettle opinions in philoſophy or politicks ; but 
an Arbiter Elegantiarum, a judge of propriety, was 
yet wanting, who-ſhould ſurvey the track of daily 
converſation, and free it from thorns and prickles, 
which teaze the paſſer, though they do not wound him. 

For this purpoſe nothing is ſo proper as the fre- 
quent publication of ſhort papers, which we read not 
as ſtudy but amuſement, If the ſubject be flight, 
the treatiſe is ſhort. The buſy may find time, and 
the idle may find patience. | 

This mode of conveying cheap and eaſy knowledgn 
began among us in the Civil War *, when it was 


* Newſpapers appear to have had an earlier date than here aſ- 
ſigned. Cleiveland, in his Character of a London Diurnal, ſays, 
„The original ſinner of this kind was Dutch; Gallo-belgicus the 
&« Protoplas, and the Modern Mercuries but Hans en keiders,” 
Some intelligence given by Mercurius Gallo-belgicus is men- 
| tioned in Carew's Survey of Cornwall, p. 126, originally pub- 

liſhed in 1602. Theſe vehicles of information are often mentioned 
in the plays of James and Charles the Firſt, R. 
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much the intereſt of either party to raiſe and fix the 
prejudices of the people. Ar that time appeared 
Mercurius Aulicus, Mercurius Ruſticus, and Mer- 
curius Civicus. It is faid, that when any title grew 
popular, it was ſtolen by the antagoniſt, who by this 
ſtratagem conveyed his notions to thoſe who would 
not have received him had he not worn the appearance 
of a friend. The tumult of thoſe unhappy days left 
ſcarcely any man leiſure to treaſure up occaſional 
compoſitions; and ſo much were they neglected, that 
a complete collection is no where to be found. 

Theſe Mercuries were ſucceeded by L'Eſtrange's 
Obſervator; and that by Leſley's Rehearſal, and per- 
haps by others; but hitherto nothing had been con- 
veyed to the people, in this commodious manner, 
but controverſy relating to the Church or State ; of 
which they taught many to talk, whom they boul 
not teach to judge. 

It has been ſuggeſted, that the Royal Society was 

inſtituted ſoon after the Reſtoration, to divert the 
attention of the - people from publick diſcontent. 
The Tatler and Spectator had the ſame tendency; 
they were publiſhed at a time when two parties, 
loud, reſtleſs, and violent, each with plauſible de- 
clarations, and each perhaps without any diſtinct | 
termination of its views, were agitating the nation; 
to minds heated with political conteſt, they ſupplied 
cooler and more inoffenfive reflections; and it is ſaid 
by Addiſon, in a ſubſequent work, that they had 
a perceptible influence upon the converſation of that 
time, and taught the frolick and the gay to unite 
merriment with decency ; an effe& which they can 
never wholly loſe, while they continue to be among 

the 
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the firſt books by which both ſexes are initiated in 
the elegances of knowledge, 

The Tatler and Spectator <djuſted, 155 Caſa, the 
- unſettled practice of daily intercourſe. by propriety - 
and politeneſs; and, like La Bruyere, exhibited the 
Characters and Manners of the Age, The perſonages 
introduced in theſe papers were not merely ideal; 
they were then known, and / conſpicuous in various 
ſtations. Of the Tatler this is told by Steele in his 
laſt paper; and of the Spectator by Budgel in the 
preface to-Theophraſtus, a book which Addiſon has 
recommended, and which he was ſuſpected to have 
reviſed, if he did not write it. Of thoſe portraits, 
which may be ſuppoſed to be ſometimes embelliſhed, 
and ſometimes aggravated, the originals ate now 
partly known, and partly forgotten. | 

to ſay that they united the plans of two or 
three eminent writers, is to give them but a ſmall 
part of their due praiſe; they ſuperadded literature 
and criticiſm, and ſometimes towered far above their 
predeceſſors; and taught, with great juſtneſs of ar- 
gument and dignity of language, the moſt important 
duties and ſublime truths. 

All theſe topicks were happily varied with elegant 
fictions and refined allegories, and illuminated with 
different changes of ſtyle and felicities of invention. 

It is recorded by Budgell, that of the characters 
feigned or exhibited in the Spectator, the favourite 
of Addiſon was Sir Roger de Coverley, of whom he 
had formed a very delicate and diſcriminate idea, 
which he would not ſuffer to be violated ; and there- 
fore, when Steele had ſhewn him innocently picking 
by a girl in the Temple, and taking her to a tavern, 

— 4 he 
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he drew upon himſelf ſo much of his friend's indig- 
nation, that he was forced to appeaſe him by a pra» 
miſe of forbearing Sir Roger for the time to come. 

+ The reaſon which induced Cervantes to bring his 
hero to the grave, para mi ſola nacio Don Quixote, y yo 
para el, made Addiſon declare, with undue vehe- 
mence of expreſſion, that he would kill Sir Roger; 
being of opinion that they were born for one another, 
and that any other hand would do him wrong. | 

It may be doubted whether Addiſon ever filled up 
his! original delineation, He deſcribes his Knight as 
having his imagination - ſomewhat warped ; but of 
this perverſion he has made very little uſe, The 
irregularities in Sir Roger's conduct ſeem not ſo 
muchithe effects of a mind deviating from the beaten 
track of life, by the perpetual preſſure of ſome 
overwhelming idea, as of habitual ruſticity, and that 

negligence which ſolitary grandeur naturally ge- 

nerates. 
The variable weather of the mind, the flying va- 
pours of incipient madneſs, which from time to time 
cloud reaſon, without eclipfing it, it requires ſo much 
nicety to exhibit, that Addiſon ſeems to have been 
dererred from proſecuting his own deſign. 

To Sir Roger, who, as a country gentleman, ap- 
oh to be a Tory, or, as it is gently expreſſed, an 
adherent to the landed intereſt, is oppoſed Sir An- 
drew. Freeport, a new man, a wealthy merchant, 
zealous for the moneyed intereſt, and a Whig. Of 
this contraxiety of opinions, it is probable more con- 
ſequences were at firſt intended, than could be pro- 
duced when the reſolution was taken to exclude party 
from the paper; Sir Andrew does but little, and 
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that little ſeems not to have pleaſed Addiſon, whoy 
when he diſmiſſed him from the club, changed his 
opinions. Steele, had made him, in the true ſpirit 
of unfeeling commerce, declare that he © would not 
© build an hoſpital for idle people; but at laſt he 
buys land, ſettles in the country, and builds nota 
manufactory, but an hoſpital for twelve old huſband- 
men, for men with whom a merchant has little ac- 
quaintance, and whom he aum conſiders "_ 
httle kindneſs, | 
Of eſſays thus . thus inſtruQive, 2 ae 
commodiouſly diſtributed, it is natural to ſuppoſe 
the approbation general, and the ſale numerous. I 
once heard it obſerved, that the ſale may be calcu, 
lared by the product of the tax, related in the laſt 
number to produce more than twenty pounds a 
week; and therefore ſtated at one-and-twenty pounds, 
or three pounds ten ſhillings a day: this, at a half- 
penny a paper, will give fixteen pondrod and eighty ** 
for the daily number. 

This ſale is not great; yet this, if Swift be cre- 
dited, was likely to grow leſs; for he declares that 
the Spectator, whom he ridicules for his endleſs 
mention of the fair fox, had defare his n Os 
his readers, | 
The next year (1713), in whinhs Cato came quo 
the ſtage, was the grand climacterick of Addiſon's 
reputation. Upon the death of Cato, he had, as is 
laid, planned a tragedy in the time of his travels, 


* That this calculation is not exaggerated, that it is even much 
below the teal number, {ce the notes on the Tatler, ed, 1786, 
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and had for ſeveral years the four firſt acts finiſhed, 
which were ſhewn to ſuch as were likely to ſpread 
their admiration. They were ſeen by Pope, and by 
Cibber, who relates that Steele, when he took back 

the copy, told him, in the deſpicable cant of lite- 
rary modeſty, that, whatever ſpitit his friend had 
ſnewn in the compoſition, he doubted whether he 
would have courage ſufficient to expoſe it to the cen- 
ſure of a Britiſh audience. 

The time however was now come, a thoſe, who 
affected to think liberty in danger, affected likewiſe 
to think that a ſtage- play might preſerve it; and 
Addiſon was importuned, in the name of the tute- 
lary deities of Britain, to ſhew his courage od his 
Teal by finiſhing his deſign. 
© To reſume his work he ſeemed perverſely and un- 
accountably unwilling; and by a requeſt, which per- 
haps he wiſhed to be denied, defired Mr. Hughes to 
add a fifth act. Hughes ſuppoſed him ſerious ; and, 
undertaking the ſupplement, brought in a few days 
ſome ſcenes for his examination; but he had in the 
mean time gone to work himſelf, and produced half 
an act, which he afterwards completed, but with 
brevity irregularly diſproportionate to the foregoing 
parts, like a taſk performed with reluctance, and 
hurried to its concluſion. BE. 

It may yet be doubted whether Cato was made 
publick by any change of the author's purpoſe ; for 
Dennis charged him with raifing prejudices in his 
own favour by falſe poſitions of preparatory criti- 
ciſm, and with poiſoning the town by contradicting 
in the Spectator the eſtabliſhed rule of poetical juſ- 
tice, becauſe his own hero, with all his virtues, was 
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to fall before a tyrant. The fact is certaing the 


motives we muſt gueſs. | 

Addiſon was, I believe, ſufficiently diſpoſed to bud 
all avenues againſt all danger. When Popeibrought 
him the prologue, which is properly accommodated 
to the play, there were theſe words, * Britons, ariſe! 
«© be worth like this approved ;”” meaning nothing 
more than, Britons, ere& and exalt yourſelves to the 
approbation of public virtue. Addiſon was frighted, 
leſt he ſhould be thought a promoter of inſurrection, 
and the line was liquidated to Britons, attend.“ 

Now, heavily in clouds came on the day, the 
te great, the important day,” when Addiſon was te 

| ſtand the hazard of the theatre. That there might, 
however, be left as little hazard as was poſlille; on 
the firſt night Steele, as himſelf relates, — 
to pack an audience. This, ſays Pope“, had been 
tried for the firſt time in favour of the Diſtreſt Mo- 
ther; and was now, with more efficacy, pracuſeg for 
Cato. 

The danger was ſoon over. The whole nation | 
was at that time on fire with faction. The Whigs 
applauded every line in which Liberty was mentioned, 
as a ſatire on the Tories; and the Tories echoed 

every clap, to ſhew that the ſatire was unfelt. The 
ſtory of Bolingbroke is well known. He called, 
Booth to his box, and gave him fifty guineas for 
defending the cauſe of Liberty ſo well againſt a per- 
petual dictator. The Whigs, ſays Pope, deſign a 
ſecond preſent, when they can accompany it with as 
good a ſentencs. 


* Spence. 
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The play, ſupported thus by the emulation of fac, 
tious praiſe, was acted night after night for a longer 
time than, I believe, the publick had allowed to any 
drama before; and the author, as Mrs. Porter long 
afterwards related, wandered through the whole ex- 
hibition behind the ſcenes with reſtleſs and unap- 
peaſable ſolicitude. 

When it was printed, notice was given that the 
Queen would be pleaſed if it was dedicated to her; 
& but, as he had deſigned that compliment elſe- 
te where, he found himſelf obliged,” ſays Tickell, 
& by his duty on-the one hand, and his honour on 
& the other, to ſend it into the world without any de- 
cc dication.“ 

Human happineſs has always its abatements; the 
dar hteſt ſun-ſhine of ſucceſs is not without a cloud. 
No ſooner was Cato offered to the reader, than it 
was attacked by the acute malignity of Dennis, with 
all the violence of angry-criticiſm. Dennis, though 
equally zealous, and probably by his temper more 
furious than Addiſon, for what they called liberty, 
and though a flatterer of the Whig miniſtry, could 
not fit. quiet at ,a ſucceſsful play ; but was eager to 
tell friends and enemies, that they had miſplaced 
their admirations, The world was too ſtubborn for 
inſtruction; with the fate of the cenſurer of Corneille's 
Cid, his animadverſions ſhewed his anger without 
effect, and Cato continued to be praiſed. 

Pope had now an opportunity of courting the 
friendſhip of Addiſon, by villifying his old enemy, 
and could give reſentment its full play without ap- 
pearing to revenge himſelf. He therefore publiſhed 


A Narrative of the Madneſs of John Dennis; a per- 
formance 
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formance which left the objections to the play in 
their full force, and therefore diſcovered more defire 
of vexing the critick than of defending the poet. 

Addiſon, who was no ftranger to the world, pro- 
bably faw the ſelfiſhneſs of Pope's friendſhip ; and, 
reſolving that he ſhould have the conſequences of 
his officiouſneſs to himſelf, informed Dennis by 
Steele, that he was ſorry for the inſult; and that, 
whenever he ſhould think ſit to anſwer his remarks, 
he would do it in a manner to e me mn 
be objected. 

The greateſt weakneſs of the bre is in the — 
of love, which are ſaid by Pope * to have been added 
to the original plan upon a ſubſequent review, in 
compliance with the popular practiee of the ſtage: 
Stich an authority it is hard to reject; yet the love 
is ſo intimately mingled with the whole action, that 
it cannot-eaſily be thought extrinfick and adventi- 
tious ; for, if it were taken away, what would be 
left? or how were the four acts filled in "on r 
draught? | 

At the publication the Wits ſeemed ron to Yd . 
their attendance with encomiaſtick verſes. The beſt 
are from an unknown hand, which will perhaps loſe 
fomewhat of their praiſe Ulle the author! is known 
to be Jeffreys. 

Cato had yet other honours. It was cenſured as 
a party- play by a Scholar of Oxford; and defended in 
a favourable examination by Dr. Sewel. Tr was 
tranſlated by Salvini into Italian, and acted at Flo- 
rence; and by the Jeſuits of St, Omer's into Latin, 


* Spence. 
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and played by their pupils. Of this verſion a copy 
was ſcat to Mr. Addiſon : it is to be wiſhed that it 
could be found, for the ſake of comparing their ver- 
fion of the ſoliloquy with that of Bland. 551 

A tragedy was written on the ſame ſubje& by Deg 
Champs, a French poet, which was tranſlated with 
a. criticiſm on the Engliſh play. But the e 
and the critick are now forgotten. 

Dennis lived on unanſwered, and — bule 
read. Addiſon knew the policy of literature too 
well to make his enemy important by drawing the 
attention of the publick upon a criticiſm, which, 
though ſometimes W was often n. 
gable. 

While Cato was upon the ſtage, bes dolly pa- 
per, called The Guardian, was publiſhed by. Steele. 
To this Addiſon gave great aſſiſtance, whether occa- 
ſionally or by previous engagement is not known, 

The character of Guardian was too narrow and 
too ſerious: it might properly enough admit both 
the duties and the decencies of life, but ſeemed not 
to include titerary ſpeculations, and was in ſome de- 
gree violated by. merriment and burleſque. What 
bad the Guardian of the Lizards to do with clubs of 
tall or of little men, with neſts of ants, or with 
Strada's proluſions ? | | 

Of this paper nothing is neceſſary to be ſaid, but 
chat it found many contributors, and that it was a 
continuation of the Spectator, with the ſame ele- 
gance, and the ſame variety, till ſome unlucky ſparkle 
from a Tory paper ſet Steele's politicks on fire, and 
wit at once blazed into faction. He was ſoon too 

5 hot 
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hot for neutral topicks, and quitted the Cuardian to 
write the Enghſpman. © 

The papers of Addifon are mitted in . Specka⸗ 
tor by one of the Letters in the name of Clio, and in 
the Guardian by 4 hand; whether it was, as Tickell 


pretends to think, that he was unwilligg to uſurp 


far greater 


the praiſe of others, or, as Steele, wit 


hkelihood, infinuates, that he could not without diſ- 


content impart to others an of his own. I have 
heard that his avidity did not ſatisfy itſelf with the 
air of renown, but that with great eagerneſs he 0 
m on his proportion of the profits. 
Many of theſe papers were written with en 
truly comick, with nice diſcrimination of characters, 


and accurate obſervation of natural or accidental de- 


viations from propriety; but it was not ſuppoſed 
that he had tried a comedy on the ſtage, till Steele 
after his death declared him the author of the Dram- 


mer. This however Steele did not know to be true 


by any direct teſtimony; for when Addiſo put the 
play into his hands, he only told him, it was the 


work of a Gentleman in the Company ;” and when * 


it was received, as is confeſſed, with cold diſapproba- 
tion, he was probably leſs willing to claim it. 
Tickell omitted it in his collection; but the teſti- 
mony of Steele, and the total ſilence of any other 
elaimant, has determined the publick to affign it to 
Addifon, and it is now printed with his other poetry. 
Steele carried the Drummer to the play-houſe, and 
afterwards to the preſs, and fold the copy for fifty 


guineas. 


To the opinion of Steele may be added the proof 


ſupplied by the play itſelf, of which the characters 
1 | : are 


# 
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are ſuch as Addiſon would have delineated, and the 
- tendency ſuch as Addiſon would. have promoted. 


That it ſhould have been ill received would raiſe 


tion of theatrical praiſe. 

Hie was not all this time an 4 — fa 
of publick Mics Ile wrote, as different exigencies 
required (in 1707), The preſent State of [tbe Mar, 

and the Neceſſity of an Augmentation; which, howe⸗ 

| ver judicious, being written on temporary topicks, 

0 and exhibiting no peculiar powers, laid hold on no 


attention, and has naturally ſunk by its own weight 


into neglect. This cannot be ſaid of the few papers 

entitled The Whig Examiner, in which is employed 

all the force of gay malevolence and humorous ſa- 

| tire. Of this paper, which. juſt, appeared and ex- 
| pired, Swift remarks, with exultation, that © it is 


well rejoice at the death of that which he could not 

have killed. Every reader of every party, ſince per- 
% ſonal malice is paſt, and the papers which once in- 
i. flamed the nation are read only as effuſions of wit, 
muſt wiſh for more of the Mhig Examiners ; for on 
no occaſion was the genius of Addiſon. more vigo- 
rouſly exerted, and on none did the ſuperiority of 
his powers more evidently appear. His Trial of Count 
Tariff, written to expoſe the Treaty of Commerce 
with France, lived no longer than the ws that 
| A it. 


of is, 
And he, that will this health deny, | 
Down among the dead men let him lie. H. 


5 „ 


wonder, did we not + hl ſee. the e diſtribu- 


e now down among the dead men *,” He might 


| | From a ty ſong i in vogue at the time, the burthen ales 


5 
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Not long afterwards, an attempt was made to re- 

vive the Spectator, at a time indeed by no means 
favourable to literature, when the ſucceſſion of a 
new family to the throne filled the nation with 
anxiety, diſcord, and confuſion; and either the 
turbulence of the times, or the ſatiety of the readers, 
put a ſtop to the publication, after an experiment of 
eighty numbers, which were actually collected into 
an eighth volume, perhaps mote valuable than any 
of thofe that went before it. Addiſon produced 
more than a fourth part; and the other contribu- 
tors are by no means unworthy of appearing as his 
aſſoeiates. The time that had pafſed during the 
ſuſpenſion of the SpeFator, though it had not leſ- 
ſened his power of humour, ſeems to have increafed 
his diſpoſition to ſeriouſneſs: the proportion of his 
religious to his comick papers is greater than in the 
former ſeries.. 

The Spe#ator, from its re-commencement, was 
publiſhed only three times a week; and no diſcri- 
minative marks were added to the papers. To Aa 
diſon Tickell has afctibed twenty-three # 

The Spettator had many contributors; and Steele, 
whoſe negligence kept him always in a hurry, when 
it was his turn to furniſh a paper, called loudly for 
the Letters, of which Addiſon, whoſe materials were 
more, made little uſe; having recourſe to ſketches 
and hints, the product of his former ſtudies, which 
he now reviewed and completed: among theſe are 
named by Tickell the Eſfays on Wit, thoſe on the 


* Numb. 556, 557, 558, 389. 561, 562- 569. 365, 568, 
569. 571. 574, 575+ 79 580. 582, 55 584, 585. 590. 592. 
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n of the Imagination, and the ann on 
Milton. 8 
When the Houſe of denen 1008 poſſeſſion of 
the throne, it was reaſonable to expect that the zeal 
of Addiſon would be ſuitably rewarded. Before the 
arrival of King George, he was made ſecretary to 
the regency, and was required by his office to ſend 
notice to Hanover that the Queen was dead, and 
that the throne was vacant. To do this would not. 
have been difficult to any man but Addiſon, who was 
ſo overwhelmed with the greatneſs of the event, 
and ſo diſtracted by choice of expreſſion, that the 
lords, who could not wait for the niceties of eriti- 
ciſm, called Mr. Southwell, a clerk in the houſe, 
and ordered him to diſpatch the meſſage. South- 
well readily told what was neceſſary in the common 
ſtyle of buſineſs, and valued himſelf upon having 
done what was too hard for Addiſon. 
He was better qualified for the Freeholder, a pa- 
per which he publiſhed twice a week, from Dec. 23, 
1715, to the middle of the next year. This was 
undertaken in defence of the eſtabliſhed government, 
ſometimes with argument, and ſometimes with mirth. 
In argument he had many equals; but his humour 
was fingular and matchleſs. Bigotry itſelf muſt be 
delighted with the Tory Fox-hunter. 
| There are however ſome ſtrokes leſs elegant, and 
leſs decent; ſuch as the Pretender's Journal, in 
which one topick of ridicule is his poverty, This 
mode of abuſe had been em ployed by Milton againſt 
king Charles II. | 
| T £0 nes?  Pabelich. 
Centum exulantis viſcera marſupii regis.” 


1 | And 
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And Oldmixon delights to tell of ſome alderman of 
London, that he had more money than the exiled 
princes; but that which might be expected from 
Milton's ſavageneſs, or Oldmixon's. eee was 
not ſuitable to the delicacy of Addiſon. 341 
Steele thought the humour of the Freebolder i too 
nice and gentle for ſuch noiſy times; and is reported 
to have ſaid, that the miniſtry made uſe of a lute, 


when they ſhould have called for a trumpet. 


This year (1716 * he martied the counteſs dowager 
of Warwick, whom he had ſolicited by a very long 
and anxious courtſhip, perhaps with behaviour not 
very unlike that of Sir Roger to his diſdainful wi- 
dow; and who, I am afraid, diverted herſelf often 
by playing with his paſhon. He 1s ſaid to have firſt 
known her by becoming tutor to her ſon . He 
* formed,” ſaid Tonſon, © the defign of getting that 
< lady, from the time when he was firſt taken into 
the family.“ In what part of his life he obtained 
the recommendation, or how long, and in what 

manner he lived in the family, I know not. His 
advances at firſt were certainly timorous, but grew 
bolder as his reputation and influence increaſed; till 
at laſt the lady was perſuaded to marry him, on 
terms much like thoſe on which a Turkiſh princeſs 
is eſpouſed, to whom the Sultan is reported to pro- 
nounce, Daughter, I give thee this man for thy 
5 ſlave.” The marriage, if uncontradicted report 
can be credited, made no addition to his happineſs; 
it neither found them nor made them equal. She 
always remembered her own rank, and thought her- 
ſelf entitled to treat with very little ceremony the 
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tutor of her ſon. Rowe's ballad of the Deſpntring 
Shepherd is ſaid to have been written, either before 
or after marriage, upon this memorable pair; and 


it is certain that Addiſon has left behind ene no _ 


couragement for ambitious love. 

The year after (1717) he roſe to bis bigheſt ele 
vation, being made ſeeretary of ſtate. For this em · 
ployment he might be juſtly ſuppoſed qualified by 
long practice of 1 by his regular aſcent 


through other offices; but expeCtation is often diſ- 


appointed; it is univerſally confeſſed that he was un- 
equal to the duties of his place. In the Houſe of 
Commons he could not ſpeak, and therefore was 
uſeleſs to the defence of the government. In the 
office, ſays Pope, he could not iſſue an order 
without lofing his time in queſt of fine expreſſions. 
What he gained in rank he loſt in credit; and, 


finding by experience his on inability, was forced 


to folicit his diſmiſſion, with a penſion of fifteen 
hundred pounds a year. His friends palliated this 
relinquiſhment, of which both friends and enemies 
knew the true reaſon, with an account of declining 
health, and the-neceſfity of receſs and quiet. 


He now returned to his vocation, and began to 
plan literary occupations for his future life. He 


purpoſed a tragedy on the death of Socrates; a ſtory 
of which, as Tickell remarks, the bafis is narrow, 


and to which I know not how love could have been 


appended. There would however have been no 
want either of virtue in the ſentiments, or elegance 
in the ne, 


Spence. 


He 
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He engaged in a.ngbler work, a defence of the 
Criſtian Religion, of which part was publiſhed af- 
ter his death ; and he deſigned to have made a new 
poetical verſion of the, Pſalms. 

Theſe pious. compoſitions Pope ela * to a 
ſelfiſh motive, upon the credit, as he owns, of Ton- 
ſon; who having quarreled with Addiſon, and not 
loving him, ſaid, that when he laid down the ſecre · f 
tary's office, he intended to take orders, and obtain 
a biſhoprick; 54 far,” ſaid he, 1 always thought 
* him a prieſt in his heart.“ 

That Pope ſhould have thought this nig dug of 
Tonſon worth remembrance, is a proof, but indeed, 
ſo far as I have found, the only proof, that he re- 
tained ſome malignity from their ancient rivalry, 
Tonſon pretended. but to gueſs it; no other mortal 
ever ſuſpected it; and Pope might have reflected, 
that a man, who had been ſecretary of ſtate in the mi- 
niſtry of Sunderland, knew a nearer way to a biſhop- 
rick than by defending Religion, or ee the 
Pſalms. 
lt is related, that he had once a defign to make 2 an 
Engliſh Dictionary, and that he conſidered Dr. Til- 
lotſon as the writer of higheſt: authority. There 
was formerly ſent to me by Mr. Locker, clerk of 
the Leatherſellers' Company, who was eminent for 
curioſity and literature, a collection of examples ſe- 
lected from T illotſon's works, as Locker ſaid, by 
Addiſon. It came too late to be of uſe, ſo l in- 
ſpected it but ſlightly, and remember it ihne. 


I thought the pailages too ſhort, 
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© Addiſon, however, did not conclude his life in 
peaceful ſtudies ; but relapſed, when he Was near r his 
end, to a politics diſpute. OY ras 

It ſo happened that (1718-19) a ehioyerds was, 
agitated with great vehemence between thoſe friends 
of long continuance, Addifon and Steele. It may - 
be aſked, in the language of Homer, what power or 
what cauſe ſhould ſet them at variance. The ſub- 
ject of their diſpute was of great importance. The 
earl of Sunderland propoſed an ad called The Peer- 
age Bill; by which the number of Peers ſhould be 
fixed, and the king reſtrained from any new creation 


of nobility, unleſs when an old family ſhould be ex- 


tint. To this the lords would naturally agree; 
and the king, who was yet little acquainted with his 
own prerogative, and, as is now well-known, almoſt 
indifferent to the poſſeſſions of the crown, had been 
perſuaded to conſent. The only difficulty was found 
among the commons, who were not likely to approve 
the perpetual excluſion of themſelves and their poſ- 
terity. The bill therefore was eagerly oppoſed, and 
among others by Sir Robert e whoſe ed 
was publiſhed. 

The lords might think their dipnity diminiſhed by 
improper advancements, and particularly by the in- 
troduEtion of twelve new peers at once, to produce 
a majority of Tories in the laſt reign ; an act of au- 
thority violent enough, yet certainly legal, and by 
no means to be compared with that contempt. of 
national right with which, ſome time afterwards, by 
the inſtigation of Whiggiſm, the commons, choſen 
by the people for three years, choſe themſelves for 
ſeven. But, whatever might be the diſpoſition of 
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che lords, the people had no wiſh to increaſe their 
power. The tendency of the bill, as Steele ob- 
ſerved in a letter to the earl of Oxford, was to in- 
troduce an ariſtocracy ; for a majority in the houſe 
of lords, fo limited, would have been deſpotick and 
irreſiſtible, | 

To prevent this ſubverſion of the ancient efta- 
bliſhment, ' Steele, whoſe pen readily ſeconded his 
political paſſions, endeavoured to alarm the nation 
by a pamphlet called The Plebeian. To this an an- 
ſwer was publiſhed by Addiſon, under the title of 
The Old Whig, in which it is not diſcovered that 
Steele was then known to be the advocate for the 
commons. Steele replied by a ſecond Plebeian; and, 
whether by ignorance or by courteſy, confined him- 
ſelf to his queſtion, without any perſonal notice of 
his opponent. Nothing hitherto was committed 
againſt the laws of friendſhip, or proprieties of de- 
cency; but controvertiſts cannot long retain their 
kindneſs for each other. The Old Whip anſwered 
the Plebeian, and could not forbear ſome contempt 
of “ little Dicky, whoſe trade it was to write pam- 
e phlets.” Dicky however did not loſe his ſettled 
veneration for his friend; but contented himſelf with 
quoting ſome lines of Cato, which were at once de- 
tection and reproof. The bill was laid afide during 
that ſeſſion ; and Addiſon died before the next, in 
which its commitment was rejected by two hun- 
dred and ſixty five to one hundred and rated 
ſeven. 

Every reader ſurely muſt regret that theſe two 
illuſtrious friends, after ſo many years paſt in confi- 
dence and endearment, in unity of intereſt, confor - 
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mity of opinion, and fellowſhip of ſtudy, ſhould, 


finally part in acrimonious oppoſition, Such a. con- 
troverſy was 5 Bellum pluſquam civile, as Lucan 
expreſſes it. Why could not faction lind other ad vo · 


cates? But among the uncertainties of the human 


ſtate, we are doomed to number the inſtability of 
friendſhip. 


Of this diſpute I wo lidle knowledee but from 


the Biographia Britannica. The Old Whig is not in- 
ſerted in Addiſon's works, nor is it mentioned by 
Tickell in his Lite; why it was omitted, the bio- 
graphers doubtleſs give the true reaſon; the ſack 
was too recent, and thoſe who had been heated in 
the contention were not yet cool. 

The neceſũty of complying with times, and of 
ſparing perſons, is the great impediment of biogra- 
phy. Hiſtory may be formed from permanent mo- 

numents and records; but Lives can only be written 
from perſonal Knowledge, which 1s growing every 
day leſs, and in a ſhort time is loſt for ever, What 
is known can ſeldom be im mediately told; and when 
it might be told, it is no loager known. The deli- 
cate features of che mind, the nice diſcrimivations 
of character, ahd the minute peculiarities, of con- 
duct, are ſoon obliterated; and it is ſurely better 
than caprice, obſtinacy, frolick, and folly, however 
they might delight in the deſcription, ſhuuld be 
filently forgotten, than that, by wanton merriment 
and unſeaſonable detection, a pang ſhould be given 
to a widow, a daughter, a brother, or a friend, 
As the proceſs of theſe narratives is now bringing me 
among my contemporaries, I begin to fee] myſelt 
= 3 upon aſhes under which the fire is not 
I * extinguiſhed, 4x 
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ce extinguiſhed,” and comingyto the time of which 
it will be proper rather to ſay⸗ _— that is falſe, 
&« than all that is true.“ 

The end of this uſeful Man was now approaching. 
Addiſon had for ſome time been oppreſſed by 
ſnortneſs of breath, which was now aggravated by a 
dropſy; and finding his danger preſſing, he prepared 
to die een to his own precepts and nne 
ſions. | 

During this . 3 be ſent, as Pope re· 
lates *, a meſſage by the earl of Warwick to Mr. 
Gay, deſiring to ſee him. Gay, who had not viſited 
him for ſome time before, obeyed the ſummons, and 
found himſelf received with great kindneſs. The 

| purple, for which the interview had been ſolicited 
was then. diſcovered. Addiſon told him, that he 
had injured him; but that, if he recovered, he would 
recompenſe him. What the injury was he did not 
explain; nor did Gay ever know; but ſuppoſed that 
ſome preferment deſigned for him had, ** Addiſon's 
intervention, been with- held, 

Lord Warwick was a young man, of very irregu- 
. life, and perhaps of looſe opinions. Addiſon, 
for whom he did not want reſpect, had very dili- 
gently endeavoured to reclaim him; but his argu- 
ments and expoſtulations had no effect. One expe- 
riment, however, remained to be tried: when he 
found his life near its end, he directed the young 
lord to be called; and when he deſired, with great 
tenderneſs, to hear his laſt injunctions, told him, 
J have ſent for you, that you may ſee how a 
« Chriſtian can die,” What effect this awful ſcene 
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wd on the earl, I know not: he likewiſe died om 
felf in a ſhort time. 

In Tickell's Seehent Elegy on his friend wy 
% tet e 

He taught us how to live; and, oh! too high 

The price of knowledge, taught us how to die 
in which he alludes, as he told Dr. Young, to | this 
moving interview. - 

Having given directions to Mr. Tickell for the 
publication of his works, and dedicated them on his 
death-bed to his friend Mr. Craggs, he died June 
17, 1719, at Holland- -houle, leaving no chud but Ip 
daughter. 

Of his virtue it is a ſumrient teſtimony, that the 
reſentment of party has tranſmitted no charge of any 
crime. He was not one of thoſe who are praiſed 
only after death; for his merit was ſo generally 
acknowledged, that Swift, having obſerved that his 
election paſſed without a conteſt, adds, that if he 
propoſed himſelf for King, he would DE ny 
been refuſed. | 
His zeal for his party did not extinguiſh his kind- 
neſs for the merit of his opponents: when he was 
ſecretary in Ireland, he refuſed to intermit his ac- 
quaintance with Swift. 

Of his habits, or external manners, nothing i is ſo 
often mentioned as that timorous or ſullen taciturnity, 
which his friends called modeſty by too mild a name. 
Steele mentions with great tenderneſs ** that remark- 
« able baſhfulneſs, which is a cloak that hides and 
« muffles merit ;” and tells us, © that his abilities 
te were covered only by modeſty, which doubles the 
66 = beautzes which are ſeen, and gives credit and eſteem 

0 to 


ce to all that are concealed.” Cheſterfield” affirms, 
that Addiſon was the moſt timorous and avkward 
c man that he ever ſaw.” And Addiſon, ſpeaking 
of his own deficience in converſation, uſed to ſay of 
himſelf, that, with reſpect to intellectual wealth, 
© he could draw bills for a thouſand pounds, 1 
«© he had not a guinea in his pocket.” 8 

That he wanted current coin for ready payment, 
and by that want was often obſtructed and diſtreſſed; 
that he was often oppreſſed by an improper and un- 
graceful timidity ; every teſtimony concurs to prove: 
but Cheſterfield's repreſentation is doubtleſs hy per- 
bolical. That man cannot be ſuppoſed very unex- 
pert in the arts of converſation and practice of life, 

who, without fortune or alliance, by his uſefulneſs 
and dexterity, became ſecretary of ſtate; and who 
died at forty- ſeven, after having not only ſtood long 
in the higheſt rank of wit and e oe bur __ 
one of the moſt important offices of ſtate.” 

The time in which he lived had reaſon to e 
his obſtinacy of ſilence; “ for he was,” ſays Steele, 
« above all men in that talent called humour, and 
cc enjoyed it in ſuch perfection, that I have often re- 
« flected, after a night ſpent with him apart from 
« all the world, that I had had the pleaſure of eon- 
c yerling with an intimate acquaintance of Terence 
ce and Catullus, who had all their wit and nature, 
« heightened with humour more exquiſite” and de- 
& lightful than any other man ever poſſeſſed.” This 
is the fondneſs of a friend; let us hear what is told 
us by a rival: * Addiſon's* converſation &, fays 
Pope, “had ſomething in it more charming than I 


#* Spencg, td 
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have found in any other man. But this was only 
< when familiar: before ſtrangers, or, -perbaps, a 
« ſingle . he — his dignity by a, if 
* filence,” 


This madeſty was buy no * Wienand *. W 


very high opinion of his own merit. He demanded. 
to be the firſt name in modern wit; and, with Steele 
to echo him, uſed to depreciate Dryden, whom Pope 
and Congreve defended againſt them *. There is 
no reaſon: to doubt that he ſuffered too SE pain 
from the prevalence of Pope's poetical reputation; 


ſome diſingenuous acts he endeavoured to obſtruct 
it; Pope was not the only man whom he inſidiouſſy 
myared, though the e man of whom he could on 
afraid. FR 2 

His own powers were- ſuch as niche home ſatisßed 
bim wih conſcious excellence. Of very extenfive 
learning he has indeed given no proofs. He ſeems 
to have had ſmall acquaintance with the ſciences, 
2nd have read little except Latin and French; but 
of the Latin poets his Dialogues on Medals ſhew that 
be had peruſed the works with great diligence and 
fill. + Phe. abundance of his own mind left him 


little indeed of adventitious ſentiments; his wit 


always could ſuggeſt what the occaſion demanded. 
He had read with critical eyes the important valume 


of human life, and knew the heart of man from the 


* of ſtratagem to the ſurface of affectation. 
What he knew he could eaſily communicate. 


« * This,” "a _—_ & was RE in tha eh 


* Tonſon and Spence: 5 
1 n « that, 


nor is it without ſtrong reaſon ſuſpected, that by. 
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5 that, when he had taken his reſolution, or made 
« his plan for what he deſigned to write, he would 
« walk about a room, and dictate it into language 
„ with as much freedom and eaſe as any one could 
write it down, and attend to the coherence: _ 

« grammar of what he diQtated.,” 11 
Pope a, who. can be leſs ſuſpected of amg 
dis memory, declares that he wrote very fluently; 
but was flow and ſerupulous in correcting; that 
many of his Spectators werè written very faſt; and 
ent immediately to the preſs; and that it ſeemed to 
be for his mne not to have time for much re · 

viſal. 

C He would Pate rn _ 6, walk a to 
e pleaſe his friends, before publication; but would 
5 not retouch his pieces afterwards; and I believe 
< not one word of Cato, to which 1 eig 
* tion, was ſuffered to ſtand.” 

The laſt line of Cato is Pope's having been ori- 
ginally written | | 


And oh! "ewes this that ended Cato $ life. 


Pope might have made more objections to the fix 
concluding lines. In the firſt couplet the words 
from hence” are improper ; and the ſecond line is 
taken from Dryden's Virgil. Of the next couplet, 
the firſt verſe being included in the ſecond, is there- 
fore uſeleſs; and in the third Diſcord is made to peo. 
duce Striſe. 

Of the courſe of Addiſon? 8 ene day ®, * = 
kis marriage, Pope has given a detail. He had in 
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the houſe with him Budgell, and perhaps Philips 
His chief companions were Steele, Budgell, Philips, 
Carey, Davenant, and colonel Brett. With one ot 
other of theſe he always breakfaſted. He ſtudied 
all morning: then dined at a tavern; and v went after. 
wards to Button's. 755 # FO | 
Button had been a ſervant inthe counteſs of 
Warwick's family, who, under the patronage of 
Addiſon, kept a coffee-houſe on the ſouth fide of 
Ruſſel - ſtreet, about two doors from Covent- garden. 
Here it was that the wits of that time uſed to aſſem- 
ble. It is ſaid, when Addiſon had ſuffered any 
vexation from the counteſs, he eee che com- 
pany from Button's houſe. rn 974 | 
From the coffee-houſe he went again to a tavern 
white he often ſat late, and drank too much wine. 
In the bottle, diſcontent ſeeks for comfort, cowardice 
for courage, and baſhfulneſs for confidence. It is 
not unlikely that Addiſon was firſt ſeduced to ex- 
ceſs by the manumiſſion which he obtained from the 
ſervile timidity of his ſober hours. He that feels 
oppreſſion from the preſence of thoſe to whom he 
knows himſelf ſuperior, will defire to ſet looſe his 
powers of converſation ; and who, that ever aſked 
ſuccours from Bacchus, was able to preſeves: him- 
od from being enſlaved by his auxiliary? 
Among thoſe friends it was that Addiſon diſplayed 
the elegance of his colloquial 'accompliſhnients, 
which may eaſily be ſuppoſed ſuch as Pope repre- 
ſents them. The remark of Mandeville, who, when 
he had paſſed an evening in his company, declared 
that he was a parſon in a tye-wig, can detract little 


from his character; he was always reſerved to 
3 ſtrangers, 
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ſtrangers, and was not incited to uncommon free- 
dom by a character like that of Mandeville. 

From any minute knowledge of his familiar man- 
ners, the intervention of ſixty vears has now: debar- 
red us. Steele once promiſed Congreve and the 
publick a complete deſcription of his character; but 
the promiſes of authors are like the vows of lovers. 
Steele thought no more on his deſign, or thought on 
it with anxiety that at laſt dated: him, and 1 
his friend in the hands of TickelI. 

One ſlight lineament of his character Swift has 
preſerved. It was his practice, when he found any 
man invincibly wrong, to flatter his opinions by ac- 
quieſcence, and fink him yet deeper in abſurdity. 
This artifice of miſchief was admired by Selin; 
and Swift ſeems to approve her admiration. 5 

HFis works will ſupply ſome information. It ap- 
pears from the various pictures of the world, that, 


with all his baſhfulneſs, he had converſed with ma- 


ny diſtinct claſſes of men, had ſurveyed their ways 
with very diligent obſervation, and marked with 
great acuteneſs the effects of different modes of life. 
He was a man in whoſe preſence nothing reprehenſi - 
ble was out of danger; quick in diſcerning whatever 
was wrong or ridiculous, and not unwilling to ex- 
poſe it. There are, ſays Steele, in his writings 
© many. oblique! ſtrokes, upon ſome of the wittieſt 
* men of the age.“ His delight was more to excite 
merriment than deteſtation ; and he detects, folles 
rather than crimes. , - | 
Tf any judgement be nh, from his hack of bis 
moral character, nothing will be found but purity 
and excellence. Knowledge of mankind indeed, 
| | leſs 


ms DDI S ON 
leſs extenſive than that of Addiſon, will ſhew, that 


to write, and to live, are very different. 5 Many Who 


praiſe virtue; do no more than praiſe it. Vet it is 
reuſonable to believe that Addiſon's profeſſions and 


practice were at no great variance, ſince amidſt that 
ſtorm of faction in which moſt of his life was paſſed, 


though his ſtation made him conſpicuops, and bis 
activity made him formidable, the character given 


him by his friends was never contradicted by his 


enemies: of thoſe, with whom intereſt or opinion 
united him, he had not only the eſteem, but the 
kindneſs; and of others, whom the violence of op- 
poſition drove againſt him, *hangh? he en loſe the 
. he retained the reverence. 

It is juſtly obſerved by Lickell; that hai ed 
wit on the ſide of virtue and religion. He not only 
made the proper uſe of wit himſelf, but taught it 
to others; and from his time it has been generally 
ſubſervient to the cauſe of reaſon and of truth. He 


has diffipated the prejudice that had long connected 


gaiety with vice, and eaſineſs of manners with laxity 
of principles. He has reſtored virtue to its dignity, 
and taught innocence not to be aſhamed. This is 
an elevation of literary character, above all Greek, 

ac above all Roman fame.“ No greater felicity can 
genius attain than that of having purified intellectggal 
pleaſure, ſeparated mirth from indecency, and Wit 
from licentiouſneſs; of having taught a ſucceſſion 


of writers to bring elegance and gaiety to the aid of 
goodneſs: and, if I may uſe expreſſions yet more 


awful, of having « turned many to righteouſneſs.” 
Addiſon, in his He, and for ſome time after- 


m_ was conſidered by a greater part of readers 
as 
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as ſupremely excelling both in poetry and criticiſm. 
Part of his reputation may be probably aſeribed to 
the advancement of his fortune; when, as Swift ob- 
ſerves, he became a ſtateſman, and ſa poets waiting 
at his levee, it was nb: wonder that praiſe was accu- 
mulated upon him. Much Hkewiſe may be more 


honourably aſerihęd to his: perſonal character: he 


who, if he had-cE imed it; might have obtained the 
diadem, was not likely to be denied the laurel. 

But time quickly puts an end to artificial and ac- 
cidental fame: and Addiſon is to pals through futu- 
rity protected only by his genius. Every name 
which kindneſs or intereſt onee raiſed too high is in 
danger, left the next age ſhould, by the 1 
of erſticiſm, fink ic in the ſame: proportion. A great 
writer has lately ſtyled Ae « Brac ry wa n; _ 
e a-worſeteritiek(?!'' / 

His poetry is firſt to be eonädered; of which i „ 
muſt bo confeſſed that it has not often thoſe felieities 
of diction which gave luſtre to ſentiments, or that 
vigour, f ſentiment that animates diction: there is 
litrle of ardour, vehemence, or tranſport; there is 
very rarely the aw fulneſs of grandeur, and not very 
often the ſplendour of elegance. He thinks juſtly; 
3 be thinks faintly.” This is his general charac- 


iq which, foubtleſs, any: auge panzer will 
except 9 s 

_— if he ſeld 3 excellnes be 

rarely ſinks into-dulneſs; and is ſtill more rarely en - 
tangled in abſußthty. He did not truſt his powers 

is in moſt of his 
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and cautious, ſometimes with little that delights, bur 


ſeldom with any thing that offends. —_ 
Of this kind ſeem to be his poems to Dryden, to 


Sommers, and to the King. His ode on St. Cecilia 
bas been imitated by Pope, and has ſomething in it 


of Dryden's vigour. Of his Account of the Engliſh | 
Poets, he uſed to ſpeak as a ** poq thing * z” but it 
is not worſe than his uſual ſtrain, He has ſaid, not 
very judieiouſly, in his character of Waller, 
Thy verſe could thew ev'n Cromwell's innocence 39 
And compliment the ſtorms that bore him hence. 
O!] had thy Muſe not come an age too ſoon, 
But ſeen great Naſſau on the Britiſn throne, 
How had his triumph glitter'd in thy page ! 

What is this but to ſay, that he who could com- 
pliment Cromwell had been the proper poet for king 
William? Addiſon, however, printed the piece. 

The Letter from Italy has been always praiſed, 
but has never been praiſed beyond its merit. Ir is 
more correct, with leſs appearance of labour, and 
more elegant, with leſs ambition of ornamept, than 
any. other of his poems, There is, howEver, one 
broken metaphor, of which notice may progedly | be 
taken : 

= F i'd with that name 

1 brad in my ſtruggling Muſe with pain 

That longs to launch into a noblaß 1 

To bridle a goddeſs is no very delicate idea; but 
why muſt ſhe be bridled? becauſe ſhe longs to launch; 
an act which was never hindered a bridle : and 
whither will ſhe "os Unto a nobler ſtrain.” She is 
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in the firſt line a horſe, in the ſecond a dan and 
the care of the poet is to —. his — ſe or his boat 
from fnging. 

The next compoſition is the for-Fained Campaign, 
which Dr. Warton has termed a Gazette in 
«© Rhyme,” with harſhneſs not often uſed by the 

good - nature of his criticiſm, Before a cenſure ſo ſe- 
vere is adinitted, let us confider that War is a fre- 
. ent ſubject of Poetty, and then enquire who has 
cribed it with more juſtneſs and force. Many of 

our own writers tried their powers upon this year of 
4 victory : yet Addiſon's is confeſſedly the beſt per- 
formance; his poem is the work of a man not 
vb blinded by the duſt of learning ; his images are not 
borrowed merely from books. The ſuperiority 
which he confers upon his hero is not perſonal 
proweſs, and © mighty bone,” but deliberate intre- 
pidity, a calm command of his paſſions, and the 
power of conſulting his own mind in the midft of 
danger. The rejection and,contempt or fiction | is [a+ 


tional and manly, 
It may be aer that the un line is imitated * 6 


Pope: 
Mlagrlb'rough's exploits W divinely bright 
Rais'd of themſelves their b charms they boaſt, | 
And thoſe that paint them trueſt, praife them moſt. | 
This Pope had in his thoughts 3 but, not knowing 
how to uſe what was not his own, he TOY the 


thought when he had borrowed it : 


The well-ſung woes mum my penſive ghoſt ; 
He beſt can paint them ſhall feel them moſt. ' 
Martial exploits may be painted; perhaps woes may 


be painted; but they are furely not painted by being 
=D . well- 
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well-ung.: it 15 not eaſy i PAS in ane or to- ing 
in colours. 


No paſſage in the Campaign bag hang more. aſs 


mentioned than the fimile of the angel, which is 


ſnid in the: Tatler to be one of the nobleſt 
thoughts that ever entered into the beart of man, 


and is en worthy. of attentive conſideration. 
Let it be firſt enquired hetheꝶ it be a ſimile. A 
poetical ſimile is the diſcovery of likeneſs: between 
wo actions, in their general nature diſſimilar, orf 
cauſes terminating, by. different. operations in ſome 


reſemblance of effect. But the mention of another | 
like conſequence, from a like cauſe, or. of a like 


performance by a like ager * is not a ſimile, but 


1 

Thames waters fie ds, as the Po waters fields; or that 
as Hecla vomits flames in Iceland, ſo Ætna vomißs 
flames in Sicily. When Horace ſays of Pindar, 
that he pours his violence and rapidity of verſe, as a 
river ſwoln with rain ruſhes from the mountain; or 
of himſelf, that his genius wanders in queſt of poe- 
tical decorations, as the bee wanders to collect ho- 


ney; he, in either caſe, produces a ſimile; the mind 
is impretfed with the reſemblance of chings generally 


unlike has unlike, as intellect and body. But if Pin- 
dar had been deſeribed as writing with the copiouſ- 
neſs and grandeur of Homer, or Horace had told 
that be reviewed and finiſhed his own poetry with 
the ſame care as I ſocrates poliſhed his orations, in- 
ſtead of ſimilitude, he would have exhibited almoſt 
identity; he would habs given the ſame. portraits 
with different names. In * poem now examined, 
when 


JJ 11 ²˙ . . . Wh Ot 


It is not a ſimile to ſay. that the 


i 
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when che Englim are repreſented as gaining a forti- 
fied paſs, by repetition of attack, and perſeverance 
of reſolution; their obſtinacy of courage and vigour 
of onſet is well illuſtrated by the ſea that breaks, 
with inceſſant battery, the dikes of Holland. This 
is a fimile ; but when Addiſon; having celebrated 
the beauty of Marlborough's perſon, tells us, that 
«Achilles thus w form with every grace,” 

here is no fimile, but a mere 'exemplification. A 
ſiunle may be compared t6-lines converging at a 
point, and is more excellent as the lines approach 
from greater diſtance: an exemplification may be 
confidered-as two parallel lines, which run on toge- 
ther without approximation, never far ſeparated, 
and never joined. 

Marlborough is ſo like the aSe1 in the poem, 
that the action of both is almoſt the ſame, and per- 
formed by both in the ſame manner. Marlborough 
«© teaches the battle to rage ;” the angel “ directs 
« the ſtorm:“ Marlborough is “ unmoved in PRE 
«ful thought ;” the angel is „calm and ſerene;” 

Marlborough ſtands © unmoved amidſt the ſhock 

»& of hoſts ;” the angel rides calm in the whirl- 

* © wind,” The lines on Marlborough are juſt and 
noble; but the ſimile gives almoſt the fame —_—_ „ 
a ſecond time. 

But perhaps this thought, Wett hardly a finite, 
was remote from vulgar conceptions, and required 
great labour of reſearch, or dexterity of application. 
Of this Dr. Madden, a name which Ireland ought 
to honour, once gave Wo opinion. If I had 


« ſet,” ſaid he, © ten ſchool- poys to write on the 
＋ 3 ce battle 
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c battle of Blenheim, and eight had brought me the 
« angel, I ſhould not have been ſurpriſed.“ 45 

The opera of Roſamond, thought it is ſeldom 
mentioned, is one of the firſt of Addiſon's compoſi- 
tions. The ſubject is well choſen, the fiction is 
pleaſing, and the praiſe of Marlborough, for which 
the ſcene gives an opportunity, is, what perhaps 
every human excellent muſt be, the product of 
good - luck, improved by genius, The thoughts are 
ſometimes great, and ſometimes tender; the verſ 
cation is eaſy and gay. There is doubtleſs ſome a0 
vantage in the ſhortneſs of the lines, which there is 
little temptation to load with expletive epithets. 
The dialogue ſeems commonly better than the ſongs. 
The two comick characters of Sir Truſty and Gri- 
deline, though no great value, are yet ſuch as 
the poet intended. Sir Truſty's account of the 
death of Roſamond is, I think, too groſſly abſurd. 
The whole drama is airy and elegant; engaging in 
its proceſs, and pleaſing in its conclufion, If Addi- 
ſon had cultivated the lighter parts of poetry, he 
would probably have excelled, 

The tragedy of Cato, which, contrary to the rule 
obſerved in ſeleing the works of other poets, has 
by the weight of its character forced its way into 
the late collection, is unqueſtionably the nobleſt 
production of Addiſon's genius. Of a work ſo 
much read, it is difficult to ſay any thing new, 
About things on which the publick, thinks long, 
it commonly attains to think right; and of Cato it 
has been not unjuſtly determined, that it is rather a 
poem i in dialogue than a drama, rather a ſucceſſion | 


of 


AD 11 119 


of juſt ſentiments in elegant language, than a repre» 


ſentation of natur affections, or of any ſtate pro- 
bable or poſſible in human life. Nothing hers ex- 
« cites or aſſuages emotion: here is no magical 
10 power of raiſing phantaſtick terror or wild 
« anxiety.” The events are expected without ſoli- 
citude, and are remembered without joy or ſorrow. 
Of the agents we have n& care; we confider not 
what they are doing, or what they are ſuffering; we 
wiſh only to know what they have to ſay. Cato is 
a being above our ſolicitude; a man of whom the 
gods take care, and whom we leave to their care 
with heedleſs confidence, To the reſt neither gods 
nor men can have much attention; for there is not 
one amongſt them that ſtrongly attracts either affec- 
tion or eſteem. Bur they are made the vehicles of 
ſuch ſentiments and ſuch expreſſion, that there is 
ſcarcely a ſcene in the play which the . does not 
wiſh to impreſs upon his memory. 


When Cato was ſhewn to Pope *, he adviſed the 


author to print it, without any e exhibition; 
ſuppoſing that it would be read more favourably 
than heard. Addiſon declared himſelf of the ſame 
opinion; but urged the importunity of his friends 
for its appearance on the ſtage. The emulation of 


parties made it ſucceſsful beyond expectation; and 


its ſucceſs bas introduced or confirmed among us 


the uſe of dialogue too declamatory, of unaffecting 


elegance, apd chill philoſophy. 
The oplyerſalicy of - applauſe, however it might 
quell the cenſure of common mortals, had no other 


v Spence, * 


14 effect 


» 
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effect than to harden Dennis in fixed diſlike; but his 
diſlike was not merely caprieious 'He found and 
ſhewed many faults; he ſhewed them indeed with 
anger, but he found them indeed with acuteneſs, 


ſurh as ought to reſcue his criticiſm from obſivion; 


mough, at laſt, it will have no other life than it de- 
rives from the work which it endeavours to opprefs. 
Why he pays no regafd to thę opinion of the au- 
dience, he gives his feaſon, by remarking, that, 
A deference ig to be paid to a general applauſe, 

« {hen it appears that the applauſe is natural and 
56 Tpontancous but that little regard is to be had to 
*45t; when it is affected or artificial. Of all the 
* tragedies which in his memory have had vaſt and 


violent runs, not one Has been excellent, few have 


© been tolerable; moſt habe been Teanflide s. When 
< a poet ites à tragedy, who knows he bas judge- 
«rent; ang who feels he has genius, that poet pre- 
© ſumes upoh his own 'metit, and ſcorns'to make a 
* cabal.” That -pgople come coolly to the repreſen- 
be tation of ſuch à tragedy, without any violent ex- 
e pectation, or delve” imagination, or invincible 
«© ptepoſſeſſion; that ſuch an audience is liable to 


receive the itnpreſſions which the poem ſhall natu - 


cc rally make on them, and to judge by their own 


< reaſon, and their own judgements, and that reaſon _ 
„and "judgement ate calm and ſerene, not formed 
by nature to make proſelytes, and to controul and 


& lord it over the imaginations of others,. But that 
*« when an author writes a tragedy, who knows he 
e has neither genius or judgement, he has recourſe 
6 to the making a party, and he endeavours to make 

66 up 
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& up in induſtry what is wanting in talent, and to 5 
4 ſypply by poetibal craft the "abſence! of poetical Gy 
© art: that fuch an author is humbly "contented! to 
« raiſe men's paſfions by a plot without doors, ſince 
< he deſpairs of doing it by that which he brings 
4 upon the ſtage. That party and pafſion, and pres 
< potfeſfion,” are clamorous and tumultudus thitgs, 
« and ſo much the more clamorous and tumultubdus 
« by how much the more ertoneous: that they do- 
< mineer and tyrannize over the imagimations of 
e perſons who want judgement, and ſometimes tb 
< of thofe' Who have it; and, Iike a fierce and out- 
9 a ee torrent, ; Your down all x {rv before 
ec them,” | Fg 304% 

He then condemns the neglect of Jobtitl jolie, 
which is always one of his favourite principles. 
4 Tis certainly the duty of every ttagick poet, 

« by the exact diſtribution of poetical juſtice, to 
« irnitate the Divine Diſpenſation, and to inculcate 
« 2 particular Providence. Tis true, indeed, upon 
« the ſtage of the world, the wicked ſometimes 
* proſper, and the guiltleſs ſüffer. But that 1s 
permitted by the Governor of the world, to ſhew, 
& from the attribute of his infinige juſtice, that there 
< is a compenſation in futurity, to prove the im- 
mortality of the human ſoul, and the certainty of 
„ fußuke rewards and puniſhivents. But the poeti- 
« cal perſons in tragedy exit no longer than the 
« reading, or the rep reſentation ; the whole extent 
of their enmity is circumſcribed by thoſe; and 
« therefore, during chat reading or reprefenlon, 
according to their merits or demerits, they muſt 


60 be puniſhed or Tewarded. If chis is not done, 
s there : 


7. of ® 
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ny here is no impartial diſtribution of  poetical juſ- 


2 Rice, no inſtructive lecture of @ particular Provi- 
F dence, _ no imitation of the Divine Diſpenſa- 
e tion. And yet the author of this tragedy does not 
only run counter to this, in the fate of his princi- 
«4 pal character; but every where, throughout it, 
bs « makes virtue ſuffer, and vice. triumph: for not 
Fi. only Cato is vanquiſhed by Cæſar, but the 
at treaghery and perfidiouſneſs of Syphax prevail 
« ovet the honeſt ſimplicity and the credulity of Ju- 
«ba; and the ſly ſubtlety. and diſſimulation of Por- 
ce tius over the generous frankneſs and e 
Sc neſs of Marcus.” | 
Whatever pleaſure there may be in ſeeing crimes 
puniſhed and virtue rewarded, yet, ſince wickedneſs 
often proſpers in real life, the poet is certainly at 
liberty to give it proſperity on the ſtage. For if 
poetry has an imitation of reality, how are its laws 
broken by exhibiting the world in its true form? 
» The ſtage may ſometimes gratify our wiſhes ; but, 
* af it be truly the mirror of life,” it ought. to * 
us ſometimes wa we are to expect. 
Dennis objects to the characters, that they are 
not natural, ot reaſonable; but as heroes and he- 
roines are not beings that are ſeen every day, it is 
" Hard to find upon what principles their conduct ſhall 
be tried. It is, however, not uſeleſs to ſider 
bh cha he ſays of the manner in which Cato receives 
the account of his ſon's death. 
tc Nor is the grief of Cato, in the fourth, act, 
<< oe jot more in nature than that of his ſon and 
« Lycia in the third. Cato receives the news of 
te his ſon's death not only with dry eyes, but with a 
*% e ſort 


* FP * ; 
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* ſort of e and in the ſame, page ſheds 
A tears for the calamity of his country, and doegffſhe 
* ſame thing in the next page upon the bare appre- 
“ henſion of the danger of his friends. Now, fince 
ce the love of one's country is the love of onl 
« countgymen, as I have ſhewn upon another os 
« fion, I defire to aſk theſe queſtions : Of all our | 0 
te counttymen, which do we love moſt, thoſeewhom + 
«© we know, or thoſe whom we know nog 2 1 
of thoſe whom we know, which do weggheriſh * 
* moſt, our friends or our enemies? And of our £5 
66 Ta which are the deareſt to us, thoſe who are | 
bs related to us, or thoſe who are not? Andfof all 
* our relations, for which have we-moſt tenderneſs, 
| © for thoſe who are near to us, or for thoſe who are 
© remote? And of our near relations, Wy 7 are 
* the neareſt, and conſequently the deareſt to us, 
** our offspring, © or others? Our offspring moſt 
* certainly; as Nature, or in other words Providence, 
„ has wiſely contrived for the preſervation of man- 
e kind, Now, does it not follow, from what has 
te been ſaid, that for a man to teceive the news of 
F< his ſon's death with dry eyes, and to weep at the 
* ſame time for the calamities of his country, is a 
c wretched affeclation, and a miſerable inconſiſten ? 
& * Is not that, in plain Engliſh, to receive * 
1 dry eyes the news of the deaths of thoſe for 
| oſe ſake our country is a name ſo dear to 
* and at the ſame time to ſhed tears for thoſe fo 
**:whoſe ſakes our country Fr not a name ſg, dear to 
Ons * 1 9 
But this formidable alien 4s leſs. reſiſtible when 
he attacks the probability of the action, and the 
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ableneſs of the plan. Every critical reader 
retnark, that Addiſon has, with a ferupuloſity # 
amn une kampled on the Engliſh "ſtage, confined ,, 
higſelf in time to a fingle day, and in place to wi. 
dus unity. The ſcene never changes, and the 
dle action of the play paſſes in the gres all of 
Cato's houſe at Utica. Much therefore ig done in 
7 hall, for which any other place had "been more 
fit; ang this impropriety affords Dennis many hints 
WM a; mefMnept, and opportunities of tr 0 ph. The 
8 paſſage is long; but as ſuch diſqui itions are not 
commęn, ard the objections are ſkilfully formed and 
vigorouſiy urged thoſe who. delight in critical Son⸗ 
N will not think 1 it tedious, 
Jpon the departure of Portius, S pesie 
e mes but one ſoliloquy, and immediately in 
ii comes Sypbax, avd theh the two politicians are 
A at it immediately. They lay their heads together, 
* 6e with their. nuf. boxes i in their bands, as Mr. Bayes , 
« has i it, and feague it away. But, in the midſt o * 
ce that wiſe ſcene, Sy phax ſeems to give a ſealonab\ 
* caution to Sempronius: . 8 
, Syph, But it is true, Sempronius, * LANG 
Ils call'd together? Gods thou muſt be cautious ;. 
Cato has piercing eyes. „ : * 
. "There is a great deal of *« caution Pony indeed, 
in meeting in a governor's own hall to carr on 
be their plot againſt him. Whatever opinion ro 
e have af his eyes, I Hp poſe they have none offitijs - 
1 ears or, they would never have talked * at hi 
e fodliſh rate ſo neat: teh | of 
Gods! thou ate cautious. a. 
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« Oh! yes, very cautious : :. for if Cato ſhould . ** e 
yt « hear you, and turn you off for Pplitigians, | CY * 
4 % would never take ou. s 
by : Wha Cato, Ack II. turns the ſenators out of 
« the hall, upon pretence of acquainting Juba i * 
« the lt. of their debates, he appears to me "W# 
40 dg a thing which is neither reaſonablen or civil, 
“ Juba might certainly have better been made ac, 
uainted with the reſult of that debate in ſome 
„e apartment of the palace. But tus poet 
« was driven upon this abſurdity to make way for 
another; and that is, to give. Juba an oppoggunity 
« to demand Marcia of her father. But the quar» 
« ref and rage of Juba; and Syphas, in the ſame 
“Act the invectives of Syphax againſt the, * 
© mans and. Cato; the advice that he gives ] 
« her father's hallfto bear. away Marcia by. a. . 
tand his brutal and clamorous rage upon his — 
1 andi at a time when Cato was ſcarcely. out of | * 
„„ fight, and perhaps not out of hearing, at leaſt * 
© ſome of his guards or domeſticks muſt neceflarily 
ebe ſuppoſed to be within hearing, is. a thing that 
« is ſo far Sa that it is hardly pole | 
« ſible. 
bu. Semprovius,. in. the ſecond Add, comes back 7 
ce once more in the ſame morning to the governor's 
„ hall 


„to carry on the conſpiracy with Syphax 
, 5 againſt the governor, his country, and his family; 
which 15, are that. it ig below the wiſdom of * 
5 the i the Teague even 
1 altace 8 himſelf would never bav® gone 
fred againſt the go- 
erg at Portſchauth ſhould lay 
_ we „e their 
y 6 


A DD Is 6 KY. 


* 4 heir Beads together, in order to the carrying olf # 
1 « ]— G—* niece or daughter, would they meet in 


« J G—'s hall, to carry on that ſpiracy 7» 


There would be no neceſſity for their meeting 
$ there, at leaſt till they came to the execution of 
E their plot, becauſe there would be othef Places to 
e meet in. There would be no probMllity chat 
they ſhould meet there, becauſe there would 5 
et plages more private and more commodious, 
< there ought to be nothing in a tragical action 3 
"& what is neceſſary or probable. * 

e But treaſon is not the only thing that is carried 
4e en in this hall, that, and love, and philoſ by, 
+ © take their turns in it, without any manner o* ne- 
ty or probability occaſioned by the acklon, as 
55 and as regularly, without interrupting one 
ec Another, as if there were a e league between 
e them, and a mutual ed that each ſhould 
&« give place to, and make way for, the _ in 2 
4 due and orderly ſucceſſion. * 
« Wemow come to the third Add. Sempronius, 


& the leaders.of the mutiny : but, as ſoon as Cato 


te acted like aff unparalleled knave, diſcovers him- 
e ſelf, like an egregious fool, to be an accomplice 
© in the * 7A - ** | * 


* The,perſon meant by ie initials J. G. is Sir John Gil bn, 
Lientegant « Governor of Portiinouth in the year 1710, and er- 


wards. He was much beloved in the army, and by tha common 


. 


ſoldiers called ow 9 H, 
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cc in this Act, mes into the governor s hall, with 


e is gone, Sempronius, who but juſt before had 
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T7 * Know, villains, when ſuch e flaves | pre *: 


© ſume 
© To mix in treaſon, if the plot ſucceeds, ; 
They re thrown neglected by; but, if it fails, 
“They re ſure to die like dogs, as you ſhall do, | 
40 N take theſe factious W IP! them forth 
% To Tudden death 


ohs Tü Hue, indeed, the ſecond leader 3 there 

& e there but friends; but is that poſſible at 
« eh juncture? Can a pareel of rogues. attempr 
ec to; aſſaſſinate the governor of a town of war, 
«© his own houſe, in mid-day? and, after they 
ec diſcovered and defeated, can there be nong near 
« them but friends? Is it not plain, from theſe , 
« words of Sempronius, 


„Here, take theſe factious monſters, drag _— 


«To ſudden death— 


and from the entranee of the guards upon che 


« word of command, that thoſe guards were within 
bear- hot? Behold Sempronius then palpably diſ- 
© covered. How comes it to paſs, then, that inſtead 
of being hanged up with the reſt, ¶ remains ſecure 
© in the governor's hall, and the e carries on his 
© conſpiracy againſt the govergment, the third time 


ce in the ſame day, with his "vid coffirade Syphax, 


© who enters at the ſame time that the guards are 
* carrying away the leadety, big with the neus of 
< rhe defeat of Sempronius ; though where he had 

bis intelligence ſo ſoon ag&dithcult to imagine? 
And now the reader may &pect a very extraordi- 
© nary ſcene; there is not — 9 of ſpirit in- 
1 100 nor a eben ett deal 


« wilom 5 than, criiÞgh 


s ſuÞply all all defects. 
£ | A ££ Sypb. 
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aſſion, 5 there is 


4 
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„ Sb. Our firſt deſign, my friend, has N abor · 


« tive; 

4 Still there remains an 1 to = 5 

«« My troops are mounted, their Numidian ſtesds 

Snuff up the winds, and long to ſcour the deſart; 
Let but Sempronius lead us in our flight, | 

« We'll force the gate, where Marcus keeps his guard, 

% And hew down all that would oppoſe outypailage ; ; 

* A day will: bring us into Cæſar's camp. 


. Femp. Confuſion! I have fail'd of half my 
e Magcin, the charming Marcia 's left behind“ 


Well! ! but though he tells us the half purpoſe he 
«Has fail'd of, he does not tell us the half that he 
8 has Eerried. But what does he mean by, 


% Marcia, the charming Marcia 's left behind? 
Mis now in ker own houſe! and'we have neither 


- 
4 


7 
þ 
1 
. 
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7 ſeen her, nor heard of her, any where elſe ſince the 


* play began. But now let us hear Syphax: 


What hinders then, but that you find her out, 
* And hurry her away by manly force? 


Bur what Id Syphax. mean by finding her 
c out? They talK as if ſhe were: as hard to be found 
t am a hare „ n e 


ee Femp. B 1 to gain MF admifion - 
« Oh. I ſhe is, -Foungazptighen, it it ſeems, 


Rut How to gain 1 admiſſion! for acceſs 
Is giv'n to none, büß Juba and her brothers. FOY 


But, raillery apart, why acceſs to Jubs-? Fr he 
cc was owned and-reggived as a lover neither by the 


« father not by the d 


; Shi Well 1 * let — 
. 
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© paſs, Syphax puts Sempronius out of pain im- 
© mediately; and, being a Numidian, abounding 
© in wiles, ſupplies him with a ſtratagem for admiſ- 
« ſion, that, I believe, is a non-pareille, + 


8 955. Thou ſhalt have Juba's dreſs, and Juba's 


guards; ; 
The doors will open when Numidia' 8 prince 
« Seems to appear before them. 


cc Sempronius i is, it ſeems, to paſs for Juba in full 
ec day at Cato's houſe, where they were both ſo ver 
c well known, by having Juba's dreſs and his guards 
<« as if one of the marſhals of France could paſs for 


<« the duke of Bavaria at noon- day, at Verſailles, by... 
ce having his dreſs and liveries. But how does Sy- e 
<« phax pretend to help Sempronius to young Jubas 


„ dreſs? Does he ſerve him in a double capMity, 
&« as general and maſter of his wardrobe ? But whyy, 
<« Juba's guards? For the devil of any guards 4 
<« Juba appeared with yet. Well though this is a 
mighty politick invention, yet, methinks, they 
might have done without it: for, ſince he advice 
<< that Syphax gave to Sempronius Was, 


4 "Py burry her away by manly force, * 


in my opinion, the moktell and Meneſt v way of 


« coming at the lady wa ye demoliſhing, inſtead 
of putting on an imp diſguiſe to circum- 
vent two or three dare. But Sempronius, it 
« ſeems, is of another opinſon. He extols to the 
< ſkies the invention of © Syphax : 


5 Semp. Heavens what a thqught was there 


Vor- % - WE * «Now, 
"8x s | * * f 
28 


* 


55 RI 1 Hy to. the wp if I have not * 
71 as good as my word. Did I not tell him, that 1 
* would lay before him a very wiſe ſcene? | 

« But now let us lay before the reader that part 
é of the ſcenery of the Fourth Act, which may 
* ſhew the abſurdities which the author has tun into, 
* through the indiſcreet obſervance of the Unity 
& of Place. I do not remember that. Ariſtotle has 
« ſaid any thing expreſsly concerning the Unity of 
e Place. Tis true, implicitly he has ſaid enough in 
< the rules which he has laid down for the Chorus. 
For, by making the Chorus an effentiat part of 
Tragedy, and by bringing it on the ſtage imme - 
* « diutcl after the opening of the ſcene, and retain · 

ing it there till the very cataſtrophe, he has ſo de- 
* termined and fixed the place of action, that it was 
4 « impoſſible for an author on the Grecian ſtage to 
e break through that unity. I am of opinion, "that 
« if a modern tragick poet can preſerve the unity of 
& place, without deftroying the probability of the 
ce incidents, tis always beſt for him to do it; be- 
c eauſe, by the mom of that unity, as we have 
te taken notice above, he adds grace, and cleanneſs, 
* and comelirtels, to the repreſentation, But ſince 
there are no ęxpreſs rules about it, and we are un- 
« der no compulſion to keep it, fince we have no 
chorus as the Grecian poet had; if it cannot be 
e preſerved, without fen Rriog the greater part of 
< the incidents unreaſonable and abſurd, and per- 
«© haps ſometimes monſtrous, tis certainly better to 

6 break it. 1 
Now comes bully Sempronius, comically ac- 
„ coutred and equipped wit his Numidian dreſs 
i cc and 
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it and his Numidian guards. Let the reader attend 
6 to him with all his ears; for the words of the wiſe 
are precious: 


„ Semp: The deer is + lodg's, 1 % used 100 to her 
* covert. | 


« to be 25 ſince we. — not heard one word, 

ce finee the play began, of her being at all out of 
« harbour : and if we conſider the diſcourſe with 
© which ſhe and Lucia begin the Act, we have rea- 
« ſon to believe that they had hardly been talking 
&« of ſuch matters in the ſtreet. However, to plea- 
«ſure Sempronius, let us ſuppoſe, for once, that 


* the deer is lodged : | 
111 The deer i is lodg'd, I 've track's N to his covert. 3 


„ be had ſeen her in the open field, what occa- 
c ſion had he to track her, when he had fo many 
« Nurhidian dogs at his heels, which, with one hal- 
6 Joo, he might have ſet upon her ascher zs lf 
* he did not fee her in the open field, how could 
<« he poſſibly track her? If he had en her in the 
6e ſtreet, why did he not ſet upon her in the ſtreet, 
« fince through the ſtreet ſhe muſt be carried at laſt ? 
«© Now here, inſtead of having his thoughts upon 
« his buſineſs, and upon the preſent danger; inſtead 
« of meditating and contriving how he ſhall paſs 
with his miſtreſs through the ſouthern gate, where 
© her brother Marcus is upon the guard, and where 
* he would certainly prove an impediment to him, 
0 which! is the Roman word for the Baggage; inſtead of 
KA 2 doing 
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doing this, Sempronius is eee bimſelf 
© with whimſies: | 


* Sempr. How will the young Numidian rave to ſee 
His miſtrefs loſt! If aught could glad my ſoul, 

„ Beyond th' enjoyment of ſo bright a prize, 
Tuwould be to torture that young, gay Barbarian. 
4 But hark! what noiſe? Death to my hopes ! tis he, 
66? Tis Juba's felff There is but one way left! 
He muſt be murder'd, and a paſſage ne 
A Fhrough thoſe his guards. 


0 Pray. what are thoſe his ohards | os thought 
Te at preſent, that Juba's guards had been Sempro- 
6 nius's tools, and had been dangling after his heels. 
But now let us ſum vp all theſe abſurdities to- 
e gether. Sempronius goes at noon-day, in Juba's 
66, guards, to Cato's palace, in order to paſs for Juba, 
« in a place where they were both ſo very well 
© known: he meets Juba there, and reſolves to 
ee murder him with his own guards. Upon the 
«6 guards appearing a little baſhful, he threatens 
« them: 05 


„ Hah! Daſtards, do you tremble 
Or att like men; or, by yon azure heay'n [ 


But the ds ſtill remaining reftive, Sempro- 

&« nius himſelf, attacks Juba, while each of the 
te guards is repreſenting Mr. SpeCator's fign of the 
** Gaper, awed, it ſeems, and terrified by Sempro- 
* nius's threats. Juba kills Sempronius, and takes 
c his own.army priſoners, and carries them in tri- 
$6 h away to. Cato. NOW I would fain know, 
| « if 
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« if any part of Mr. Bayes ee is ſo full of ab- 
ce ſurdity as this? 

Upon hearing the claſh of ſwords, Lucie * 
Marcia come in. The queſtion is, why no men 
«© come in upon hearing the noiſe of ſwords in the 
« governor's hall? Where was the governor him 
« ſelf } Where were his guards? Where were his 
« ſervants ? Such an attempt as this, ſo near the 
« governor of a place of war, was enough to alarm 
<« the whole garriſon: and yet, for almoſt, half an 
hour after Sempfonius was killed, we find none of 
5 thoſe appear, who were the likelieſt in the world 
< to be alarmed; and the noiſe of ſwords is made to 
draw only two poor women thither, who were, moſt 
<< certain to run away from it. Upon Lucia and 
« Marcia's coming in, Lucia appears in all the 
e ſymptoms of an hy ſterical gentle woman: The 
Luc. Sure twas the claſh of bog yy troubled 

59. heart-' 

« Is ſo caſt lm, and ſunk id its Fee 4 
„It throbs with fear, and aches at ev'ry ſound !. 


hy And immediately her old whimſy returns ther rg : 
IE 


« O, Marcia, ſhould thy. brothers, for my fake— 
le a Cay with horror: at the thought. f 


9 She fancies that there can be no cutting-ofethroats, | 
but it muſt be for her. If this is tragical, I would 
„ fain know what is comical. Well! upon this they 
« ſpy the body of Sempronius; and cia, deluded 
by the habit, it ſeems, takes him fn uba; for, 
« ſays ſhe, hey. bs 

* The face is muffled up within the — 

K 3 
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Now, how a man could fight, and fall with his 
ce face muffled up in his garment, is, I think, a little 
« hard to conceive ! Beſides, Juba; before he killed 
< him, knew him to be Sempronius. It was not by 
« his garment that he knew this ; it was by his face 
ce then: his face therefore was not muffled. © Upon 
ce ſeeing this man with his muffled face, Marcia falls 
6 4. raving; and, owning ber paſſion for the ſup- 
«poſed defunct, begins to make his funeral oration; 
Upon which Juba enters liſtening, I ſuppoſe on 
> tip-toe ; for | cannot imagine how any one can en- 
«ror liſtening in any other poſture. I would fain 
ct Know how it came to paſs, that during all this 
e time he had ſent nobody, no; not ſo much as a 
c candle inuffer, to take away the dead body of Sem- 
e pronius. Well! but let us regard him liſtening. 
Having left bis apprehenſion behind him, he, at 
“ firſt, applies what Marcia ſays to Sempronius. But 
« finding at laſt, with much ado, that he himſelf is 
the happy man, he quits his eve-dropping, ' and 
« diſcovers himſelf juſt time enough to prevent his 
60 being cuckolded by a dead man, of whom the ma- 
* ment before he had appeared ſo jealous; and gree- 
« dily intertepts the bliſs which was fondly deſigned 
e for one who could not be the better for jt. But 
& here I muſt aſk a queſtion : how comes Juba to 
* liſten here, WhO had not liſtened before through · 
* gut the play? Or, how comes be to be the only 
ce perſon of this tragedy who liſtens; When love and 
5 treaſon were ſo often talked in ſo publick a place 
e 25a hall? I am afraid the author was driven 
* upon all theſe abſurdities only to introduce this 
#6 miſerable miſtake of nde iche after all, is 


„ much 
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hs "_ below the dignity of tragedy, as any thing 
6 js which is the effect or reſult of trick. 

« But let us come to the ſcenery of the Fifth: Act. 
Cato appears firſt upon the ſcene, ſitting in a 
e thoughtful poſture ; in his hand Plato's treatiſe on 
the Immortality of the Soul, a drawn ſword on 
< the table by him. Now let us confider the place 
in which this fight is preſented to us. The place, 
„ forſooth, is a long hall, Let us ſuppoſe, that any 
one ſhould place himfelf in this poſture, in the 
* midſt of one of our halls in London; that he 
„ ſhould appear /olzs, in a ſullen poſture, a drawn 
« ſword on the table by him; in his hand Plato's 
e treatiſe on the Immortality of the Soul, tranſlated 
* lately by Bernard Lintot : I defire the reader to 
„ confider, whether ſuch a perſon as this would paſs 
with them who beheld him for a great patriot, a 
great philoſopher, or a general, or ſome whimfical 
% perſoh, who fancied himſelf all theſe? and whe- 
* ther the people, who belonged to the family, 
© would think that ſuch a perſon had a defign upon 
their midriffs or his own ? 

In ſhort, that Cato ſhould fit long enough in 
© the aforeſaid poſture, in the midſt of this large 
cc hall, to read over Plato's treatiſe on the Immorta- 
„ lity of the Soul, which is a lecture of two long 
« hours; that he ſhould propoſe to himſelf to be 
private there upon that occaſion ; that he ſhould 
ce be angry with his ſon for intruding there; then, 
ce that he ſhould leave this hall upon the” pretenee 
« of ſleep, give himſelf the mortal wound in his 
ee bedchamber, and then be brought back into that 
6 all to Expire, purely ro ſhew bis good breeding, 
K 4 and 
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tand ſave his friends the trouble of coming up to 


« his bedchamber.; all this appears to me to be im- 
* probable, incredible, impoſſible.” . 

Such is the cenſure of Dennis. There. is, as 3 

den expreſſes it, perhaps “too much horſe- play in 

„ his raillery;“ but if his jeſts are coarſe, his argu- 


ments are ſtrong. Vet as we love better to be pleaſed 


than be taught, Cato is read, and the eritek 18 neg- 
lected. | 


Fluſhed with 1 of theſe ns: of 


abſurdity in the conduct, he afterwards attacked the 
ſentiments. of Cato; but he then amuſed himſelf with 
petty cavils and minute objections. 444 

Of Addiſon's ſmaller poems, no particular n men- 
tion is neceſſary; they have little that can employ or 
require a critick. The parallel of the Princes and 
Gods, in his verſes to Kneller, is often bappy, buy 
is too well known to be quoted. 

His tranſlations, ſo far as I have compared them, 
want the exactneſs of a ſcholar. That he underſtood 
his authors cannot be doubted ; but his verſions will 
not teach others to underſtand them, being too li- 
centiouſly paraphraſtical. They are, however, for 
the moſt part, ſmooth and eaſy ; and, what is the 


firſt excellence of a tranſlator, fuch as may be read 


with pleaſure by thoſe who no not know the . 
nals. 

His poetry is ndlifhed and pure ; ; the of a 
mind too judicious to commit faults, but not ſuff. 
ciently vigorous to attain excellence. He has fome- 
times a ſtriking line, or a ſhining paragraph ; but in 
the whole he is warm rather than fervid, and ſhews 
i} | | more 
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more dextetrity than ſtrength. He was however one 
of our earlieſt examples of correctneſs. 4 
The 'verſification. which he had . frond Dry- 
den he debaſed rather than refined. His rhymes are 
often diſſonant; in his Georgick he admits broken 
lines. He uſes both triplets and alexandrines, but 
triplets more frequently in his tranſlation than his 
other works. The mere ſtructure of verſes ſeems 
never to have engaged much of his care. But his 


lines are very ſmooth 1 in Relamond; and too ſmooth 


in Cates on. [13h taco oh road 
Addiſon is now to be eee as a  critick's a 
name which the preſent generation is-ſcareely willing 
to allow him. His criticiſm is condemned as tenta- 
tive ot experimental, rather than ſcientifick; and he 
is conſidered as . by taſte rather: . by 
principles. 1% 
It is not uncommon, for thoſe who! rr grown 
wiſe by the labour of others, to add a little of their 
own, and overlook their maſters. Addiſon is now 
deſpiſed by ſome who perhaps would never have ſeen 
his defects, but by the lights which he afforded them. 
That he always wrote as he would think it neceſſary 
to write now, cannot be affirmed; his inſtructions 
were ſuch as the characters of his readers made pro- 
per. That general knowledge which now circulates 
in common talk, was in his time rarely to be found. 
Men not profeſſing learning were not aſhamed of ig- 
norance; and, in the female world, any acquaintance 
with books was diſtinguiſhed only to be cenſured. 
His purpoſe was to infuſe literary curioſity: by gentle 
and unſuſpected conveyance, into the gay, the idle, 
and the wealthy z he therefore preſented knowledge 
ay. 7 | 4 


we 
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in the moſt alluring form, not lofty and auſtere, but 
acceſſible and familiar. When he ſhewed them their 
defects, he ſhewed them likewiſe that they might be 
eaſily ſupplied. His attempt ſucceeded ; enquiry 
was awakened, and comprehenſion expanded. An 


emulation of intellectual elegance was excited, and 
from this time to our own life has been grad vally ex. | 


alted, and converſation purified and enlarged. 


Dryden had, not many years before, ſcattered en- 


-xiviſhl over dis Prefaces with very little parſimony ; 

but though he ſometimes condeſcended to be ſome- 
what familiar, his manner was in general too ſcho- 
laſtick for thoſe who had yet their rudiments to 


learn, and found it not eaſy to underſtand their maſ- 


ter. His obſervations were framed rather for thoſe 
that were learning to write, than for tot that read 
only to talk. x OT ty 
An inſtructor like Addiſon was now wanting, 
_ -whoſe) remarks being ſuperficial might be eaſily un- 
derſtood, and being juſt might prepare the mind for 
more attainments. Had he preſented Paradiſe Loft 
to the publick with ail the pomp of ſyftem and ſe- 
verity of ſcience, the criticiſm would perhaps have 
been admifed, and the poem ſtill have been neg- 
lected; but by the blandiſhments of gentleneſs and 


facility he has made Milton an univerſal favourite, 


with whom readers of am claſs think it neceſſary 
to be pleaſed. 

He deſcended now and then to lower aiſgvidions; 

and by-a- ſerious diſplay of the beauties of Chevy- 


Chaſe expoſed himſelf to the ridicule of Wagitaff, 


who beſtowed a like pompous character on | Tor 
Thumb; and to the contempt of Dennis, who, con- 
— 
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that Chevy - Cha ſe pleaſes; and ought to pleaſe, becauſe 
it is natural, obſerves, © that there is a way of de- 
te viating from nature, by bombaſt ur tumour, which 
& ſoars above nature, and enlarges images beyond 


e their real bulk; by affectation, which forſakes na- 


fidering the fundamental poſition of his criticiſm, . 


_— 


« ture in queſt of ſomething unſuitable 5-#nd by im- 


5 becillity, which degrades nature by faintneſs and 
5 diminution, by obſcuring; its appearances, and 


« weakening its effects.“ In Chevy Chaſe there is not 
much of either bombaſt or affectation; but there is 
chill and lifelefs imbecillity. The or: cannot paly, 


ſibly be told in a manner that ſhalb make leſs im- 
preſſion on the mina. 
Before the pebfGnd a of the ae race 
repoſe too ſecurely on the conſciouſneſs of their ſu- 
periority to Addiſon, let them conſider his Remarks 


on Ovid, in which may be found ſpeeimens of cri- 


ticiſm ſufficiently ſubtle and refined : let them pe- 
ruſe likewiſe his Eſſays on Wit, and on the Pleaſures 
of Imagination, in which he founds art on the baſe 
of nature, and draws the principles of invention 


from diſpoſitions inherent in the mind of man with 


kill and elegance, ſuch as Gage contemners will not 


eaſily attain, 


As a deſcriber of life an manners, be m I al- 


lowed to ſtand perhaps the firſt of the firſt rank. His 
humour, which, as Steele obſerves, is peculiar to 
 himlelf, is ſo happily diffuſed as to give the grace 
of novelty to domeſtick ſcenes and daily occurrences. . 
He never outſteps the modeſty of nature,” nor 
raiſes merriment or wonder by the violation of truth. 
His figures neither divert by diſtortion, nor amaze 


IF 
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by aggravation. He copies life with ſo much fidelity, 


that he can be hardly ſaid to invent; yet his exhibi- 


tions have an air ſo much original, that it is difficult 


to * _— not RY _ ee Rag PR” a 


tion. 


As e te he may de confiteinty 


followed. lis religion has nothing in it enthufiaſtick 
or ſuperſtitious: he appears neither weakly credu- 
lous, nor wantonly ſceptical; his morality is neither 
, dangerouſly lax, nor impracticably rigid. All the 
enchantment of funcy, and all the cogency of argu- 
| 4ment are employed to recommend to the reader his 


real intereſt, the care of pleaſing the Author of his 


being. Truth is ſhewn ſometimes as the phantom 
of a vifion; ſometimes appears half«veiled in an al- 
Jegory ; ſometimes attracts regard in the robes of 
fancy; and ſometimes ſteps forth in the confidence 
of reaſon." She wears a thouſand dreſſes, and in all 
» Fan, 


| Mille habet ornatus, mille Jecenter habet. 


His proſe is the model of the middle ayle; on 
grave ſubjects not formal, on light occaſions not 
groveling; pure without ſcrupuloſity, and exact 
without apparent elaboration; always equable, and 
always eaſy, without glowing words or pointed ſen- 


tences. Addiſon never deviates from his track to 


ſnatch a grace; he ſeeks no ambitious ornaments, 
and tries no hazardous innovations. His. page is al- 
ways luminous, but never blazes * e 
ſplendour. HER 


It was apparently his principal oſha to av 


all harſhneſs and ſeverity of diction; he is therefore 
ſome- 
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ſometimes verboſe in his tranſitions and connections, 
and ſometimes deſcends too much to the language of * 
converſation ; et if his language had been leſs idio- + * 
matical, it might have loſt ſomewhat of its genuine 
Angliciſm. What he attempted, he performed; he 
is never feeble, and he did not wiſh to be energetick; _ 
he is never rapid, and he never ſtagnates. His ſen- 
tences have neither ſtudied amplitude, nor affeGed® 
| brevity : his periods, though not diligently rou 
are voluble and eaſy. © Whoever wiſhes to attain 1 
Engliſh ſtyle, familiar but not coarſe, and elegant 2 * 
but not oftentatiogs, muſt um" his 205 and 1 6. 
to um u r oh of Addiſon. © x 5 
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OHN HUGHES, the ſon of a citizen in London, 


and of Anne Burgeſs, of an ancient family in 


- Wiltſhire, was born at Marlborough, july 29; 1677. 


He was educated at a private ſchool; and though his 
advances in literature are, in the Biographia, very 
oſtentatiouſly diſplayed, the name of his maſter is 


ſomewhat ungratefully concealed *. 


At nineteen he drew the plan of a tragedy ; and pa- 


raphraſed, rather too profuſely, the ode of Horace 
which begins © Integer Vitz,”* To poetry he added 


the ſcience of muſick, in which he ſeems to have at- 


tained conſiderable ſkill, together with the practice of 
deſign, or rudiments of painting. 


His ſtudies did not withdraw him wholly from bu - 


ſineſs, nor did bufineſs hinder him from ſtudy. He 


had a place in the office of ordnance ; and was ſecre- 
4 | 


* He was educated in a difſenting academy, of which the Rev. 


Mr. Thomas Rowe was tutor; and was fellow-ſtudent there with 
Dr. Iſaac Warts, Mr. Samuel Say, and other perſons of eminence. 


In the Horz Lyricz” of Dr. Watts is a poem to the nd of 
Mr. Rowe, H. 


tary 


” 
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tary to ſeveral commiſſions for purchaſing lands neceſ- 
ſary to ſecure the royal docks at Chatham and Portſ- 
mouth; yet found time to an an wits 
modern languages. 

In 1697 he publiſhed a poem on the Peace of Bf 
zwick : and 1699 another piece, called Th Court of 
Neptune, on the return of king William, which he ad- 
dreſſed to Mr. Montague, the *general- patron, of 
the followers. of the Muſes. The ſame year he pro- 

duced a ſong on the duke of Glouceſter's birth-day.” "= 

He did not confine himſelf to poetry, but culti- 
vated other kinds of writing with great ſucceſs; and. 
about this timg ſhewed his knowledge of human na- 
ture by an Eſay on the Pleaſure of being decerved. In 
1702; he, publiſhed, on the death of king William, 

a Pindarick ode, called Th Houſe' of Naſſau; and 
wrote another mung on the Jy Divo of 
Horace. bao 

In 1703 his ode on Moſick 1 was e at t Sta- 
tioners Hall; and he wrote afterwards fix cantatas, 
which were ſet to muſick by the greateſt maſter of 
that time, and ſeem intended to oppoſe or exelude the 

Italian opera, an exotick and irrational entertainment, 
which has been always combated, md always has 
prevailed. FR 55 1 

His reputation was now lo far advanced, that 
the publick began to pay reverence to his name; 
and he was ſolicited to prefix a preface to the tranſla- 
tion of Boccalini, a writer whole ſatirical vein coſt him his 
life in Italy; ; and who never, I believe, found many. 
readers in this country, even though introduced by 
ſuch ert emmsndiun. | "17 1 was 


| 55 | . 
4 


nnn - 


- He: tranſlated Fontenelle's Diologues M be Dead; 


and bis verſon was perhaps read at that time, 
but is now] neglected; for by a book not neceſ- 
ſary, and owing its reputation wholly to its turn 
of diction, little notice can be gained but froin 
thoſe who can enjoy the graces of the original. 


To the Dialogues of Fontenelle he added two com- 


poſed by himſelf; and, though not only an honeſt 
but a pious man, dedicated his work to the' earl of 


Wharton, He judged ſkilfully enough of hiFown in- - 


tereſt; for Wharton, when he went lord lieutenant to 
Ireland, offered to take Hughes with him, and eſtab- 
liſh him; but Hughes, having hopes or promiſes, 
from mother, man in power, of ſome proviſion more 
ſuitable to his inclination, declined Wharton's ys 
and obtained nothing from the other, 


He tranſlated the Miſer of Moliere, which 1.0 never 


offered to the ſtage; and occaſionally amuſed himſelf 


with making verſions of favourite ſcenes in other 


6 | . 

Being now boseived a. as a wit among the wits, he pald 
his contributions to literary undertakings, and affiſted 
both the Tatler, Secrator, and Guardian. In 1712 
he tranſlated Vertot's Hiſtory of the Revolution of 
Portugal; produced an Ode to the Creator of the World, 
from the Fragments of Orpheus , and brought upon the 


ſtage an opera called Calypſo and Telemachus, intended © 


to ſhew that the Engliſh language might be very 
happily adapted to muſick. This was impudently 


oppoſed by thoſe who were employed in the Italian 
opera; arid, what cannot be told without indignation, 


the intruders had ſuch intereſt with the duke of 
Shrewſbury, then lord chamberlain, who had married 
1 an 


RUGHE SN —_— 
un Italian, as to obtain an obſtruction of the profits, 
though not an inhibition of the performance. 

There was at this time a project formed by Ton- 
ſon for a tranſlation of the Phar/alia by ſeveral hands; 
and Hughes engliſhed the tenth book. But this 
deſign, as muſt often happen when the concur- 
rence of many is neceſſary, fell to the ground; 
and the whole work was afterwards: n by 
Rowe. ; 

His acquaintance with the great writers of bis time 
appeats to have been very general; but of his inti · 
macy with-Addiſon there is a remarkable proof. It 
is told on good authority, that Cato was finiſhed and 
played by his perſuaſion. It had long wanted the laſt 
act, which he was defired by Addiſon to ſupply. If 
the requeſt was fincere, it proceeded from an opinion, 
whatever it was, that did not laſt long; for, when 
Hughes came in a week to ſhew him his firſt at- 
tempt, de found half an act written by Addiſon 
himſelf. 5 
He ee publiſhed the works of Spenſer, with 
his Life, a Gloſſary, and a Diſcourſe on Allegorical 
Poetry ; a work for which he was well qualified as 
a a judge of the beauties of writing, but perhaps 
wanted an antiquary's knowledge of the obſolete 
words, He did not much revive the curiofity of the 
publick ; for near thirty years elapſed before his 
edition was reprinted. The ſame year produced his 
Apollo and Daphne, of which the ſucceſs was very 
earneſtly promoted by Steele, who, when the rage 
of party did not miſguide him, ſeems to have been a 
man of boundleſs benevolence. 

Vol. X. L 0 Hughes 
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Hughes had hitherto ſuffered the mortifications of 
a narrow fortune; but in 1717 the lord chancellor 
Cowper ſet him at eaſe, by making him ſecretary to 
the commiſſionsof the peace; in which he afterwards, 
by a particular requeſt, deſired his ſucceſſor lord Parker 


to continue him. He had now affluence; but ſuch is 


human life, that he had it when his declining health 
could neither allow him long poſſeſſion, nor quick 
enjoyment. 

His laſt work was his tragedy, The Siege. of Da- 
maſeus, after which à Siege became a popular title. 
This play, Which {till continues on the ſtage, and of 
which it is unneceſſary to add a private voice to ſuch 
continuance of approbation, is not acted or printed 


according to the author's original draught, or his ſettled 


intention. He had made Phocyas apoſtatize from his 
religion; after which the abhorrence of Eudocia would 
have been reaſonable, his miſery would have been juſt, 
and the horrors of his repentance exemplary. The 
players, however, required that the guilt of Phocyas 
ſhould terminate in deſertion to the enemy; and 
Hughes, unwilling that his relations ſhould loſe the 
benefit of his work, complied with the alteration. 
He was now weak with a lingering conſumption, 
and not able to attend the rehearſal, yet was ſo vigor- 


ous in his faculties, that only ten days before his 
death he wrote the dedication to his patron lord 


Cowper. On February 17. 1719-20, the play was 
repreſented, and the author died. He lived to 
hear that it was well received; but paid no re- 
gard to the intelligence, deins then wholly em- 
ployed in the meditations of a departing Chriſtian. 
A man of his character was Undoubtedly regretted ; 
and Steele devoted an — in the paper called The 


Theatre, 


n., % Ä 


ne 


H U S H E 8. 147 


Theatre, to the memory of his virtues. His life is 
written in the Biographia with ſome degree of fa- 
vourable partiality : and an account of him is. pre- 

fixed to his works by his relation the late Mr. Dun- 
combe, a man whoſe blameleſs * deſerved the 
ſame reſpect. 
The character of bis genius [ mall tranſcribe from 
the correſpondence of Swift and Pope. 

A month ago, ſays Swift, as ſent me over, by. 
« a friend of mine, the works of John Hughes, Eſquire.” f 
« They are in proſe and verſe. I never heard of the 
«© man in my life, yet I find your name as a ſubſeri- 
« ber. He is too grave a poet for me; and I think 
* among the Mediocri/ts in proſe as well as verſe.” 

To this Pope returns : * To anſwer your queſtion 
« as to Mr. Hughes; what he wanted in genius, he 
made up as an honeſt man; bur he was of the claſs 

« you think him.“ 

In Spence's Collections — is Ne to 2 of 
him with ſtill leſs reſpect, as haying no claim to poe- 
Liga reputation but from his pegel. 
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OHN SHEFFIELD, deſcended from a long 
ſeries of illuſtrious anceſtors, was botn in 1649, the 
ſon of Edmund earl of Mulgrave, who died in 1658. 
The young lord was put into the hands of a tutor, 
with whom he was ſo little ſatisfied, that he god rid of 
him in a ſhort time, and at an age not exceeding 
twelve years reſolved to educate himſelf, Such a 
purpoſe, formed at ſuch an age, and ſucceſsfully 
proſecuted, delights as it is 28 and inſtructs as it 
is real. 


His literary acquiſitions are more wonderful, as 

. thoſe years in which they are commonly made were 

ſpent by him in the tumult of a military life, or the 
gaiety of a court. When war was declared againſt 

the Dutch, he went at ſeventeen on board the ſhip 

in 


— 
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in which prince Rupert and the duke of Albemarle 
failed, with the command of the fleet; but by con- 
trariety of winds they were reſtrained from action. 
His zeal for the king's ſervice was recompenſed by 
the command of one of the independent * of 
horſe, then raiſed to protect the coaſt. | 

Next. year he received a ſummons to Parliament, 
which, as he was then but eighteen years old, the 
earl of Northumberland cenſured as at leaſt indecent, 
and his objection was allowed. He had a quarrel 
with the carl of Rocheſter, which he has perhaps too 
oſtentatiouſly related, as Rocheſter's ſurviving fiſter, 
the lady Sandwich, is ſaid to have told him with very 
ſharp reproaches. 

When another Dutch war (1672) broke out, he 
went again a volunteer in the ſhip which the celebrated 
lord Offory commanded ; and there made, as he re- 
lates, two curious remarks : 

I have obſerved two things, which I dare affirm, 
though not generally believed. One was, that the 
« wind of a cannon bullet, though flying never ſo 
4% near, is incapable of doing the leaſt harm; and 
40 indeed, were it otherwiſe, no man above deck 
« would eſcape, The other was, that a great ſhot 
* may be ſometimes avoided, even as it flies, by 
C. changing one's ground a, little; for, when the 
« wind ſometimes blew away the ſmoke, it was ſo 
« clear a ſun-ſhiny day, that we could eafily perceive 
Gs the bullets (that were half-ſpent) fall into the wa- 
« ter, and from thence bound, up again among us, 
e which gives ſufficient time for making a ſtep or two 
on any fide; though, in ſo ſwift a motion, tis hard 


«to Judge well in what line the bullet comes, 
_ „which, 
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« which, if miſtaken, may by removing coſt a man 
4e his life, inſtead of ſaving it.“ 
093i behaviour was "6 favourably repreſented by 
lord Offory, that he was advanced to the command 
of the Katherive, the beſt ſecond-rate ſhip in the 
navy. 
Ilse afterwards raiſed a regiment of Por and com- 
manded it as colonel. The land- forces were ſent 
aſhore by prince Rupert; and he lived in the camp 
very familiarly with Schomberg. He was then ap- 
pointed colonel of the old Holland regiment, to- 
gether with his own, and had the promiſe of a 
garter, which he obrained in his twenty-fifth year. 
He was likewiſe made gentleman of the bed-chamber. 
He afterwards went into the French ſervice, to learn 
the art of war under Turenne, but ſtaid only a ſhort 
time. Being by the duke of Monmouth oppoſed in 

his pretenſions to the firſt troop of horſe-guards, he, 
in return, made Monmouth ſuſpected by the duke of 
York. He was not long after, when the unlucky 
Monmouth fell into diſgrace, recompenſed with the 
lieutenancy of Yorkſhire, and the government of 
Hull. 5 

Thus rapidly did he make his way both to military 
and civil honours and employments; yet, buſy as he 
was, he did not neglect his ſtudies, but at leaſt culti- 
vated poetry; in which he muſt have been early con- 
fidered as uncommonly ſxilful, if it be true which is 
reported, that, when he was yet not twenty years 
old, his recommendation advanced Dryden to the 
laurel. _ | 

The Moors having beſſ jeged Tangier, he was ſent 


(16800 with two thoufand men to its relief. A 
| ſtrange 
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ſtrange ſtory is told of the danger to which he was in- 
tentionally expoſed in a leaky ſhip, to gratify ſome 
reſentful jealouſy of the king, whoſe health he there- 
fore would never permit at his table till he ſaw himſelf 
in a ſafer place. His voyage was proſperouſly per- 
formed in three- weeks; and the Moors without a con- 
teſt retired before him. | 

In this voyage he compoſed the Viſion; a licen- 
tious poem, ſuch as was faſhionable in thoſe times, 
with little power of invention or propriety of ſen» 
timent. 

At his return he found the king kind, who perhaps 
had never been angry ; and he continued a wit and 
a courtier as before, 

At the ſucceſſion of king Jaws to whom be was 
intimately known, and by whom he thought bimſelf 
beloved, he naturally expected till brighter ſun - 
ſhine ; but all know how ſoon that reign began to ga- 
ther clouds. His expectations were not diſappointed ; 
he was immediately admitted into the privy-council, 
and made lord chamberlain. He accepted a place in 
the high commiſſion, without knowledge, as he de- 
clared after the Revolution, of its illegality. Hay- 
ing few religious ſcruples, he attended the king to 
maſs, and kneeled with the reſt ; but had no diſpo- 
ſition to receive the Romiſh Faith, or to force it upon 
others ; for when the prieſts, encouraged by his ap- 
pearances of compliance, attempted to convert him, he 
told them, as Burnet has recorded, that he was willing 
to receive inſtruction, and that be had taken much 
pains to believe in God who made the world and all 
men in it, but that he ſhould not be eaſily perſuaded 
* man was quits, and made God again. 

L 4 A pointed 
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A pointed ſentence is beſtowed by ſucceſſive tranſ- 
miſſion to the laſt whom it will fit; this cenſure of 
tranſubſtantiation, whatever be its value, was uttered 
long ago by Anne Aſkew, one of the firſt ſufferers 
for the Proteſtant Religion, who, in the time of 
Henry VIII. was tortured in the Tower; concerning 
which there is reaſon to wonder that it was not O 
to the Hiſtorian of the Reformation. 
In the Revolution he acquieſced, 3 "ib did 
not promote it. There was once a deſign of aſſociating 
him in the invitation of the prince of Orange; but the 
earl of Shrewſbury diſcouraged the attempt, by de- 
claring that Mulgrave would never concur. This 
king William afterwards told him; and aſked what 
he would have done if the propoſal had been made? 
“ Sir,“ ſaid he, „I would have diſcovered it to the 
King whom I then ſerved,” To which king Wil- 
liam replied, © I cannot blame you.“ 

Finding king James irremediably excluded; he 
voted for the conjunctive ſovereignty, upon this prin- 
ciple, that he thought the title of the prince and his 
conſort equal, and it would pleaſe the prince their 
protector to have a ſhare in the ſovereignty. This vote 
gratified king William; yet, either by the king's 
diſtruſt, or his own Aiſconteite he lived ſome years 
without employment. He looked on the king with 
malevolence, and, if his verſes or his proſe may be 
credited, with contempt. He was, notwithſtanding 
this averſion or indifference, made marquis of Nor- 
manby (1094), but till oppoſed the court on ſome 
important queſtions ; yet at laſt he was received into 
the cabinet council, with a penſion of three thouſand 
pounds. 


At 
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At the acceſſion, of queen Anne, whom be is: faid 
to have courted: when they were both young, he was 
highly favoured. Before her coronation (1702) ſhe 
made him lord privy ſeal, and ſoon after lieutenant 
of the North Riding of Vorkſhire. He was then 
named commiſſioner for treating with the Scots about 
the Union; and was made next year, firſt, duke of 
Normanby, and then of Buckinghamſhire, there being 
ſuſpected to be ſomewhere a latent claim to the title 
Buckingham. 

Soon after, becoming * e of che duke of Marl- 
borough, be refigned the privy ſeal, and joined the 
diſcontented Tories in a motion, extremely offenſive 
to the queen, for inviting the princeſs Sophia to 
England. The queen courted him back with an offer 
no leſs than that of chancellorſhip ; which he refuſed. 
He now retired from buſineſs, and built that houſe in 
the Park which is now the queen's, u un 
granted by the Crown. 

When the miniſtry was changed (1410); be was 
made lord chamberlain of the houſhold, and con- 
curred in all tranſactions of that time, except that he 
endeavoured to protect the Catalans. After the queen's 
death, he became a conſtant opponent of the court; 
and, having no publick buſineſs, is ſuppoſed to have 
amuſed himſelf by writing his own Wee He 

died Februry 24, 1720-217. 

He was thrice married; by his two firſt wives he 
had no children; by his third, who was the daughter 
of king James by the counteſs of Dorcheſter, and the 
widow of the earl of Angleſey, he had, beſides other 
children that died early, a ſon born in 1716, who 
died in 1735, and p an end to the line of 7 85 

eld. 
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field. It is obſervable, that the duke's three wives 
were all widows. The dutcheſs died in 1742. 

His character is not to be propoſed as worthy of 
imitation. is religion he may be ſuppoſed to have 
learned from Hobbes ; and his morality was ſuch as 
naturally proceeds from looſe opinions. His ſenti- 
ments with reſpe& to women he picked up in the 
court of Charles; and his principles concerning pro- 
perty were ſuch as a gaming-table ſupplies. He was 
cenſured as covetous, and has been defended by an 
inſtance of inattention to his affairs, as if a man 
might not at once be corrupted by avarice and idle- 
neſs. He is ſaid, however, to have had much ten- 
derneſs, and to have been very ready to ng for 
his violences of paſſion. 

He is introduced into this collection only as a poet; 
and, if we credit the teſtimony of his contemporaries, 
he was a poet of no vulgar rank. But favour and 
flattery are now at an end; criticiſm is no longer 
ſoftened by his bounties, or awed by his ſplendour, 
and, being able to take a more ſteady view, diſcovers 
him to be a writer that ſometimes glimmers, but 
rarely ſhines, feebly laborious, and at beſt but pretty. 
His ſongs are upon common topicks; he hopes, and 
grieves, and repents, and deſpairs, and rejoices, 
like any other maker of little ſtanzas; to be great, 
he hardly tries; to be gay, is hardly in his power. 
In the Eſſay on Satire he was always ſuppoſed to 
have had the help of Dryden. His Eſſay on Poetry 
is the great work for which he was praiſed by Roſ- 
common, Dryden, and Pope; and doubtleſs by many 
more whoſe PER? have periſhed, 
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Upon this piece he appears to have ſet a high va- 
Jue ; for he was all his life-time improving it by ſucceſ- 
five reviſals, ſo that there is ſcarcely any poem to be 
found of which the laſt edition differs more from the 
firſt. Amongſt other changes, mention is made of 
ſome compoſitions of Dryden, which were written 
after the firſt appearance of the Eſſay. 

At the time when this work firſt appeared, Mit- 
ton's fame was not yet fully eſtabliſhed, and therefore 
Taſſo ard Spenſer were ſet before him. The two laſt 
lines were theſe. The Epick Poet, ſays he, 


Muſt above Milton's lofty flights prevail, | 
| Succeed where great Torquato, and where greater 


Spenſer, fail. 


The laſt line in ſucceeding Aden was PEI 
and the order of names continued; but now Milton is 
at laſt advanced to the higheſt place, and the paſſage 
thus adjuſted ; 
Muſt above Taſſo's lofty flights prevail, | 
Succeed where Spenſer, and ev'n Milton, fail. 


Amendments are ſeldom made without ſome token 

of a rent: lofty does not ſuit Taſſo ſo well as Milton. 
One celebrated line ſeems to be borrowed. The 

Eſſay calls a perfect character 


A faultleſs monſter which the werkd ne'or ſaw. 


Scaliger, in his poems, terms Virgil fne labe mon- 
trum. Sheffield can ſcarcely be ſuppoſed to have 
read Scaliger's poetry, perhaps he found the words 
in a Pen, 


of 
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Of this Eflay, which Dryden has exalted ſo highly, 
it may be juſtly ſaid that the precepts are judicious, 
ſometimes, new, and often happily expreſſed; but 
there are, after all the emendations, many weak lines, 
and ſome ſtrange appearances of negligence; as, when 
he gives the laws of elegy, he inſiſts upon connection 
and coherence; without which, ſays he, 

: e is epigram, tis point, 'tis what you will; 
But not an elegy; nor writ with ſkill, 
No 3 nor a Cooper 8 Hill, 


Who would not aged: that Waller's Panegyrick and 
Denham' s Cooper's Hill were Elegies ? 

His verſes are often infipid; but his memoirs: are 
lively and agreeable; he had the perſpicuity and ele- 
gance 8 bs not, vibe fire and wy of a 


on 


P PRIOR: | 


3 7 Fl » , 
© ay 4 : N „ * * CY „ *. # x * 
1 2; A $% n Flee 1&4 3 
5 a i : | a 1 
. I A; X , £ * 4 o A 21 . ” " 
FRE 1h IfT1 +3553 7% a& ae 2117 2 7 POSH 31 r 
NY. LA 8 T 4 
* x * 1 BY * por " 1 84 A SY F a: $ Fi = 1 4 
. EY; 44 o Z + * bd : g : + 1 N ? ? / 2 $ AT f} 4 * Ly * * 3 
5 * p I | ; | : LE * 
* A * A : * * a . 1 # $ 47 3 + 3 
7 5 Ss * ; 7 } 3. ny 1 ; s 1 1 ? 3 is 
; PSI. 4 «+ * 
; L : ud a »l* l uu # + #7 5 42 : 4 * 
1 3288 ia 3 } 
p 2 ; 
— 1 
14 7 1 3:4 
* N 
* * £ y 
2 : 7 


- * 12 2 

, — * "4 * — * 2 .. ”* 2 *% 1 * 

3 77 : # , 4 + & + - 1 * + % 
1 


$ /\ ue 

an 

i : ? F; Ss ” 
+ 


3335s If 
14 
1 1 


. ; 
inen 


1 * 4 8 : 2 Fi, 12 18 
NO ore 


. . . 48; . ö * . J . # #4» T : og * 0 F 2 4 >? ? 
#7 88 40 Hirn [3-S ITED 2153 IS TOS 911 
wy = F * - : 2 7 
813 23 3 eg 1 JO OE 
t - - 


—— burſt eee ä angteab to 
great eminence, He was born July 21, 1684, ac- 
cording to ſome, at Winburne in Dorſetſhire/ of 1 
know not what parents; others ſay, that he was the 
ſon of à joiner of London: he was perhaps willing 
enough to leave his birth unſettled *, in hope, like 
Don Quixote, that the hiſtorian of his ne m_ 
find bigs n ebene er weer oed no 

1 ii ot {9 0 10 

* The W of ig rn birth · place is ny: In'the | 
regiſter of his, College he is called, at his admiſſion by the Preſi- 
dent, Matthew Prior of V nburn in Middleſex ; by himſelf next 
day, Matthew Prior of Dorfethbire, in which county, not in Mid- 
dleſex, Vinborn, or Wimborne, as it ſtands in the Yillare,"is found. 
When he ſtood candidate for his fellowſhip, five years afterwards, 
be was regiſtered again by himſelf as of Midalgſer. The laſt 
record ought to be preferred, becauſe it was made upon oath, 
It is obſervable, that, as a native of Y/7nborne, he is ſtiled Filius 


Georgii Prior, generoff; not conſiſtently with the emen account 
of the meannels of his birth. wal J. bn en 
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He is ſuppoſed to have fallen, by his father's death, 
into the hands of his uncle, a vintner “ near Charing- 
croſs, who ſent him for ſome time to Dr. Buſby, at 
Weſtminſter; but, not intending to give him any 
education beyond that of the ſchool, took him, when 
he was well advanced in literature, to his own houſe, - 
where the earl of Dorſet, celebrated for patronage 
of genius, found him by chance, as Burnet relates, 
reading Horace, and was ſo well, pleaſed with his 
proficiency, that he undertook the care and: coſt of 
his academical education. 

He entered his name in St. John's College at Cam- 
bridge in 1682, in his eighteenth year; and it may 
be reaſonably ſuppoſed that he was diſtinguiſhed 
among his contemporaries. He became a Bachelor, 
as 18 uſpal, in four years and two years after- 
wards wrote the r. on the Dae en ſtands 
| . in his volume. 3515 0 7 

It is the eſtabliſhed 80 of, choriGolleds,. to 
end every year to the earl of Exeter ſome poems 
upon ſacred ſubjects, in acknowledgement of a 
benefaction enjoyed by them from the bounty of his 
anceſtor. On this occaſion were thoſe verſes written, 
which, though nothing is ſaid of their ſucceſs, ſeem 
to bave recommended him to ſome notice; for his 
praiſe of the counteſs's muſick, and his lines on the 
famous picture of Seneca, afford reaſon for imagin- 


Samuel Prior kept the Rummer Tavern near Charing Croſs 

In 1686. , The annual feaſt of the nobility and gentry rape 4 in 
the pariſh of St. Martin in the F ields was held at his houſe, Oct 

14, that year. N. N 

1 He was admitted to his Bachelor- $ 8 in 1686; nnd; to 
his Maſter's, by mandate, in 1700. 
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ing that he was more or leſs ee with that 
family. 

The ſame year Ty publiſhed the q Mouſe 7 
Country Mouſe, to ridicule Dryden's Hind and Panther, 
in conjunction with Mr. Montague, There is a ſtory # 
of great pain ſuffered, and of rears ſhed, on this oc- 
caſion, by Dryden, who thought it hard that * an 
old man ſhould be ſo treated by thoſe to whom "= 
e had always been civil.“ By tales like theſe is the 
envy, raiſed by ſuperior abilities, every day gratified: 
when they are attacked, every one hopes to ſee them 
humbled; what is hoped is readily believed; and 
what is believed is confidently told. Dryden had 
been more accuſtomed. to hoſtilities, than that ſuch 
enemies ſhould break his quiet; and, if we can ſup- 
poſe him vexed, it would berhard to deny him ſenſe 
enough to conceal his uneaſineſs. | 

The-Cizy Mouſe and Country Mane proct 3 its 
authors more ſolid advantages than the pleaſure of 
fretting Dryden; for they were, both ſpeedily pre- 
ferred. Montague, indeed, obtained the firſt notice, 
with ſome degree of diſcontent, as it ſeems, in Prior, 
who probably knew that his own part of the per- 
formance was the beſt. He had not, however, much 
reaſon to complain for he came to London, and ob- 
tained ſuch notice, that (in 1691) he vas ſent to 
| the Congreſs at the Hague as ſecretary to the embaſſy. 
In this aſſembly of princes and nobles, to which 
Europe has perhaps ſcarcely ſeen any thing equal, 
was formed the grand alliance againſt Lewis, which 
at laſt did not produce effets proportionate to * 
| magnificence of the tranſaction. | 
* — M Spence, 


The 


The conduct of Prior, in this ſplendid” initiation 
into publick buſineſs, was ſo pleaſing to king William, 
that Ne made him one of the gentlefnen of his bed- 
chamber; j and he is ſuppoſed to have paſſed ſome" of 
the next years in the quiet cultivation of {ES | 
| and poetry Y. | * Hrn Nr i 
"The death of queen Mar oY 1695) produce a 
ſupject for all the Writers: | cthaps no funeral Was 
hee fo poerically” attended. "Dryden, indeed, as a 
man di feountenanced and deprived, was ſilent; but 
ſcarcely ally other maket of verſes omitted to bring 
his tribute. of tunerul ſorrow. An emulation of 
gy Was univerſal, "Maria's priiſe' was not confined 
to the Engliſh lang gage, bit fills'a 1 170 8 the 
Muſa An licang. $147 43 © 10: £920: Dirod; 
al Prick, HW belt n Fr zn u bohrte ws 
too diligent to miſs this' opportunity of reſpect. He 
wrote 41 loog ode, which" was preſented to the king, 
by whom it was tiot likely to be ever read. 

In to 0 years he was ſecretary to another ae 
at the t reaty of *Ryfick"(in" 1697); and next” year 
had the ſame office at Eonar of France, where 
he is faid to Have been onfidered "With" "great diſtinc- 
tio! 1 7 WS TT 08 | ones 
hav As he Was obe day wertete "AY apartments: at 
Fele being ſhewn the Victories of Lewis, 
paints 57 Le Brun, and aſked whether che King of 
Engtand's palace bad any ſuch decorations; “ The 
ee monuments of my Maſter's actions,“ ſaid he; t are 
to be feen Every where but in 50 on houſe.” 


* He ee in Septambin . a p ſent be 200 guineas 
from the lords juſtices, for his trouble ig bringing over the treaty 


af peace. N. 5 4 
5 The 
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The pictures of Le Brun are not only in themſelves 
ſufficiently oſtentatious, but were explained by in- 
ſcriptions ſo a ee that Boileau and Racine 
thought it neceſſary to make them more ſimple. 

_ He, was in the following year at Loo with the 
ing; from whom, after a long audience, he car- 
Tied orders to England, and upon his arrival became 
under. -fecretary of ſtate in the earl of Jerſey's office; 
a poſt Which he did not retain long, becauſe Jerſey » 
was removed; but he was ſoon made commiſſioner of 

trade.” af 

This year (1700) VOY} one of his longeſt and 
moſt ſplendid compoſitions, the Carmen Seculare, i 1 
which he exhauſts all his powers of celebration, T 
mean not to accuſe him of flattery: he probably 
thought all that he wri and retained as much ve- 
racity as can be properly exacted from a poet profel- 
ſedly encomiaſtick. King William ſupplied copious 
materials for elther verſe or proſe. His whole liſe 
had been action, and, none ever denied bim the re- 
ſplendent qualities of Ready reſolution and perſonal 
courage. He was really in Prior's mind what he 
repreſents him in his verſes; e conſſdered him as a 
hero, and was accuſtomed- to ſay} that he praiſed 
others in compliance with the faſhion, but that in 
celebtating king William he followed his inclination. 

To Prior gratitude would dictate praiſe, which rea- 
fon would not refuſe. | 

Among the advantages to ariſe from the future 
years of William's reign, he mentions a "7 ond 
uſeful arts, and among them | 


Some that with $5 true eloquence ſhall teach, 
And to juſt idioms fix our doubtful ſpecch ; 


Vol. X. 83 ö M That 
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That from our writers diſtant realms may kn 1 


The thanks we to our monarchs o Wwer,.. 


And ſchools ne our tongue thrgugh every land, 
d his aid, or bleſs'd his hand. | 


Tickell, in bis | Proſped of Peace, has the "ms 


hope of a new academy : ; 


P 
* 9 


In Nppy chains our daring language bapad; 
Shall ſport no more in arbitrary ſpun my 


Whether the 83 of thoſe pulls which 8. | 


hibit the-ſame thought on the ſame occaſion proceed- 


ed from accident or imitation, is not eaſy to deter- 
Mine. Tickell might have been imprefled 1 with his 


expectation by Swift's Propoſal for aſcertaining the 


Engliſh Language, then lately publiſhed. 


In the parliament that met in 1 191, he was choſen 
repreſentative of Eaſt Grinſtead. | Perhaps it was 
about this time that he changed his party; for he 
voted for the impeachment of thoſe lords, who, had 
perſuaded the king to the Pen ng. a treaty 
in which he had himſelf been miniſterially employed. 

A great part of queen Anne's reign was a time of 
war, in which there little employment for nego · 
tiators, and Prior bad therefore leiſure to make or to 
poliſh verſes. When the battle of Blenheim called 
forth all the verſemen, Prior, among the reſt, took 
care to ſhew his delight in the increaſing honour of 
his country by an Epiſtle to Boileav. . A 

He publiſhed, ſoon afterwards, a volume of poems, 


with the encomiaſtick character of his deceaſed 


patron the duke of Dorſer: it began with the Col- 
lege Exerciſe, and ended with the Nut-brown Maid. 
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The battle of Ramillies ſoon afterwards (in 15706) 
excited him to another effort of poetry. On this 
occafion he had fewef or leſs formidable rivals; and 
it would-be not eaſy to name” an yorher Y. 
produced by that event which is now remembered. 

* * Every thing has its day. Through the reigns of 75 
William and Anne no proſperous event paſſed un- 
F way by, oct. In the laſt war, when France 
„ was di g overpowered in every qualer of 0 
the globe, When Spain, coming to het aſſiſtanc 
only ſhared her calamities, and the name of an Er 
gliſhman was reverenced through Europe, no poet 
was heard amidfþch& eneral acclatnation ; the f 
of our counſellors and heroes was Infrutted ” to 
ger | | 
The nation in time gte weary of the war, and the 
queen "grew weary of her miniſters. The war was 
burdenſome, and the miniſters were inſolent. Har- „ 
ley and bis friends began to hope that they might, 
wing he WI ips- from court and from power, 
gratifynat öncchthe Juten and the people. There 
was now a call Dr writers, who might convey intel- | 
ligence of paſt abuſesy and thi ot waſte of publick 
money, the unreaſonable Condu of the Allies, the 
avarice of generals, the tyranny of minfons, and the 
general danger of approaching r | 
For this purpoſe a paper ae Examiner was 
periodically publiſhed, written, as it happened, by 
any wit of the party, and ſometimes as is ſaid by 
Mrs. Manley. Some are owned by Swift; and one, in 
ridicule of Garth's verſes to Godolphin upon be 
+ boſs of his Poles Was written by Prior, and an- 
M 2 ; ſwered 


| # = 2. 
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ſwered by rn who appears to have known the 0 
author either by conjecture or intelligence. „„ 4 


The Tories, ma were now in power, were in 
haſte to end the and Prior, being recalled 
(1710) to his Fe nth employment of making trggties, 
was ſent, (July 1711) privately to Paris with propo- 2 
ſitions of peace. He was remembered at the French 
court; and, returning in about a month, bt with t 
him Abbe. Gaultier, and M. leſr K mini- A, op © 
er from Mance,' inveſted with f [1 papers. 8 wy 
This tranfaction not being avowed, Mackay, the 
. of the Dover packet - boat, either zealouſly t 
1 FE ſeized Prior andihis ociates at Can- 0 
* ury. It is eaſily e that EONS were ſoon 


* & 


releaſed. 
The negotiation . was begun at Prior? s 9 
where the queen's miniſters met Meſnager (Septem- 
ber 20, 1711), and entered priv ately upon the great g 
buſineſs. The importance of Prior appears from the 
mention made of him by K. Johp + in his er, to the l 
queen. . F 
„ My Lord Treasures moved, . all my pe: | 
& were of the ſame opigi#n, that Mr. Prior ſhould be | 
t added to thoſe Who ar® empowered to ſign; the 
& reaſon forgwhich is, becauſe he, having perſonally 
< treated e e de Torcy, i is the beſt witneſs 
Ve can pro oo the ſenſe in which the general 
preliminary engagements are entered into: beſides 
* which, as he is the beſt verſed in matters of trade 
© of. a. your Majeſty' 8 ſervants who 34 been 
« tpuſted in this ſecret, if you ſhall think fit to em- 
« ploy him in the future treaty of commerce, it FY 8 
« will be of conſequence that he has been a party” ol» 
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& concerned in concluding that convention, which 
* muſt be the rule of this treaty.” - 
The aſſembly of this important night was in dome 
degree clandeſtine, the deſign n of treating not being 
= ogenly declared, and, when the Whigs returned 
” power, was aggravated to a charge of high trea- 
Ton! though, as Prior remarks in his imperfect anſwer 


to the be of the Committee of Secrecy, no treaty 

ever wa without private interviews and greli- 

" miſfary diſcuffipn * * * * 

My bufineſs is not the kiſtory of the peace, büs⸗ 

the life of Prior. * conferences began at Utrecht 

on the firſt of (1711-12), and — 

plenĩ potentiaries Ar Hows on the fifteenth. The 1 

niſters of the different patentates conferred and con 

ferred; but the peace advanced ſouſlowly, that ſpee- 

dier methods were found neceſſary; and Bolingbroke 

was ſent to Paris to adjuſt differences with leſs for- # 
mality Prior either accompanied him or followed : 

him, Aura his departure, had the appointments 

and a tink. ado, GE no pan 
chaxacte 

By ſome miſtake of the are W the court 

of France had been en and Bolingbroke ſays 
in his Letter, Dear Mat, W the nakedneſs of 
« thy country, and give the beſt t hy fertile 
6e brain will furniſh ber with to er of thy! 
© countrymen, who are not en N nen 
than the French are poets. = 

Soon after, the duke of Seen went on a 
formal embaſſy to Paris. It is related by Boyer, that 
the intention was to have joined Prior in the com- 


th bios, but that Shrewſbury refuſed to be aſſgciated 
M. with 


4 


. 


þ 
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with a man ſo meanly born. Prior therefore conti- ] 
nued to act without a title till the duke returned next 
year to England, and then he aſſumed the ſty le and 
dignity of ambaſſador. 9 Hy 

But, while he continued in appearance a pgivate 


man, he was treated with confidence by Lewis who 0 
ſent him with a letter to the queen, written in fa- 0 


vour of the elector of Bavaria. * J ſpall expect,“ 
ſays e, with impatience, the ggturn*e Mr. Prior, 
ue w wo, __ is very agreeable me.” And 
while the duke of Shrewſbury was ſtill at Paris, Bo- 
lingbroke wrote to Prior thus: „ Monfieur de Torcy 
bas a confidence in you ſug uſe of it, once 
for all, upon this occaſion, an@ convince him 
thoroughly, that we muſt give a different turn to i 
“our parliament and our people, agcording to their , 
« reſolution at this criſis.” # 1 
Prior's publick dignity and ſplendour commenced 
in Auguſt, 1713, and oontinded till the Auguſt fol- 
lowing; but I am afraid that, according to the 
uſual fate of greatneſs, it Mis attended £ ſome 
perplexities and mortifications. He had not all that 
is cuſtomarily given taſambaſſadors: he hints to the 
* queen in an imperfect poem, that he had no ſervice 
of plate; and it appeared, by the debts which he , 
contracted hat his remittances were not punctually 
made. | Yate ; 
On the firſt of Avguſt, 1714, enſued the downfall 
of the Tories, and the degradation of Prior. He 
was regalled; but was not able to return, being de- 
tained by the debts which he had found it neceſſary 
to contract, and which were not diſcharged before 


1 


— 
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| March, though his old friend Montague was now 


at the head of the treaſury. 

He returned then as ſoon as he could, and was 
welcomed on the 25th of March by a warrant, but 
was, however, ſuffered to live in his own houſe, 
undef the cuſtody of the meſſenger, till he was ex- 
aminèd before a committee of the Privy Council, of 

hich Mr. pale was chairman, and Lord Co- 
ningſby, 2 and Mr. Lechmere, were 
the principa; inte ogators; who; in th examina- 
tion, of which there is printed an account not un- 
entertaining, behaved with the boiſterouſneſs of men 
elated hy recent authrity. They are repreſented a; 
aſking — vague, ſometimes inſt * 


dious, and writing anſwers different from thoſe hic 


they received. Prior, however, ſeems to have been 


overpowered by their turbulence; for he confeſſes 


that he ſigned what, if he had ever come before a 
legal judicature, he ſWbuld have contradicted or ex 
p_ away. The oath was adminiſtered by Boſ- 
cawd ene e Mice, who at laſt was going 
ragyrir® h atteſigflbn on the wrong fide of the paper. 
They were very induſtrious to find ſome charge 
againſt Oxford; and aſked Prior, with great earneſt- 
neſs, who was preſent when the prelimipary articles 
were talked of or ſigned at his houſe; We told them, 
that either the earl of Oxford or it duke of Shrewſ- 


bury was abſent, but he could not remember which; 


an anſwer, which perplexed them, becauſe it ſupplied 
no acchſa ion againſt either. Could any thing be 
y more abſurd,” ſays he, „or more inhuman, than 
< to propoſe to me a queſtion, by the anſwering of 


2 866 which I might, according to them, prove myſelf 


M 4 « 2 trat- 


this examindtion were endeavouring to find proofs. 
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« a traitor? And ene their ſolemn pro- 
e miſe, that nothing which 1 could ſay ſhould hure 
© myſelf, I had no reaſon to truſt them: for they 
5 violated that promiſe about five hours after. How- 
„ever, I owned I was there preſent.  Whether-this 
6e was wiſely done or no, I leave to my PR de- 
& termine,” + 
When he had ſigned the papey he was told by © 
Walpole, that the committee were not ſatisfied with 
his behavigur, noggould give ſuch an account of it 


to the Commons as might merit favour: and that 
they now thought a ſtrièker confinement neceſſity than he 
tg his own houſe. *©* Here,“ ſays he, Boſcawen 


+ play ed the moraliſt, and Coningſby the Chriſtian, 
but both very aukwardly.“ The meſſenger, in 
Thoſe cuſtody he was to be placed, Was t then called, 
and very decently aſked by Coningſby, if his houſe 
ee was ſecured by bars and bolts ?” The meſſenger 
| anſwered, © No,” mk aſtaniſnment. Ar which 
Coninglby very angrily d.,“ Sir, you muſt ſecure 
70 priſoner; it is for the ſafety of thgypati yok 
eXlcape, you ſhall anſwer far it.“ 0 is 
"Y hey had already printed their report; and in 


„He continued thus conſined for ſome time; and 
Mr. Walpole( une 10, 1715, moved for an impeach- 
ment againſt Him, What made him fo acrimonious 
does not appear : he was by nature no thirſter for 
blood, Prior was a week after committed to cloſe 
cuſtody, with orders that © no perſon mould be ag- 
emitted to ſee him without leave from the Speaker.” 
When, two years after, an Act of Grace was paſſed, 
he was excepted, and continued ſtill 1 in cuſtody, which © 


he 
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he had made leſs tedious by writing his Alma. He 
was, however, ſoon after diſcharged. 

He had now his liberty, but he had ibis elſe. 
Whatever the profit of his employments might have 
been, he had always ſpent it; and at the age of 
fifty three was, with all his abilities, in danger of 

nury, having yet no ſolid revenue but from the 
4 S Enowihip of his college, which, when in his exaltation 
he was cenſured for retaining it, he faid, he — 
live upon at laſ. 

Being however generally known and med, he 
was en Pura ed to add other poems to thoſe which 

he had-prigted, and to publiſh them by ſubſcripti 
The expedient ſucceeded by the induſtry of man 
eon who circulated the propoſals &, and the care 
$ ſome, who, it is ſaid, withheld the money from 
him leſt he 2 ſquander it. The price of the 
volume was two guineas; the whole collection was 
four thouſand ; to which lord Harley, the ſon of the 
earl of Oxford, to whom he had invariably adhered, 
addedin egual ſum for the purchaſe of Dowqghall 
which Priof was to enjoy gurng life, and Harley Pegg 
his deceaſe. 

He had now, what wits and philoſophers have often 
wiſhed, the power of paſſing the day in contempla- 
tive craoFvillicy; Bur it ſeems that buſy men ſeldom 
live long in a ſtate of quiet. It is not unlikely that 
his health declined. He complains of deafneſs; © for, 
ſays he,“ I took little care of by ears while I was 
« not fire if my head was my own” —p *© 

Of any occurrences of his remaining life N have 


ſound no account, In a letter to Swift, J have,” 


oF; 


5 *Wwift obtained many ſubſcriptions for him in Ireland. H. 
| | ſays 
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ſays he, © treated. lady. . at Cambridge (a 
c Fellow of a Collegs treat)! and ſpoke verſes to her 
& in a gown and cap! What, the plenipotentiary, fo 
46 far concerned in the damned peace at Utrecht; the 
c man that makes up half the volume of terſe proſe, 
© that makes up the report of the ammnittee dpeak+ 
& ing verſes! Sic eft, homo ſum.” 
He died at Vimpole, a ſeat of the earl of Oxford, a 7 
on the eighteenth of September, 1721, and was buried 
in Weſtminſter ; here 1 a monument, for which, 
as the © laſt piece uman hs he left five 


hundred -pounds, is engraven this epitaph : # 


1 * of Sui Temporis Hiſtoriam meditanti, 
# Paulatim obrepens Febris 
Operi ſimul & Vitæ filum abrupit, 
Sept. 18. An. Dom. 1721. Etat. 57. 
= | H. S. EH 
Vir Eximius 
Sereniſſimis 
Regi GULIELMO Reginæque MakIx 
* Fs. In Congreſſione Fœderatorum 8 
a | Hagæ anno 1690 celebrata, ® 
Deinde Magnæ Britanniz Legatis 
Tum 1s, 
Qui anno 662657 Pacem Ryswickt confecerunt, 
Tum 11s, : 
Qui apud Gallos annis proximis Legationem obierunt; 
Eodem etiam anno 1697 in Hibernia | 
SECRETARIUS; | | TY 
Necnon in utroque Honorabili conſeſſu | 
11 Eorum, * EOS. 1 
Quit anno 1700 ordinandis Commercii negotiis, * 
Qique anno 1711 dirigendis Portorii rebus, 
Præſidebant, % 
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Ab > WOT 5 92 
Feliciſſimæ memorie Regina 
Ad Lupovicum XIV. Galliz Regem 
* Miſſus anno 1911 _ 
De Pace ſtabilienda, L | 
| (Pace etiamnum durante W Y 
Divque ut boni jam, omnes ſperant duratura) / 
Cum ſumma poteſtate Legatus. 
man,, 8 "Ei Armiger ; 


Hos omnes, quibus cum atuseſt, Titulos | 
uditionis laude 


Hunfanitatis, Ingenii, 


Superavit; 6 

Cui enim naſcenti faciles arriſerant Muſte.” 
Hunc Puerum Schola hie Regia p rpolivi IJ 
Juvenem in Collegio S'ti Johatifiis © 
1 optimis Scientiis inſttuxit; . 
Virum denique auxit; & perfecit | 
Multa cum viris Principibus conſuetudo; 


Ex 
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Lo 
£0 
4 — 
* 


Ita natus, ita inſtitutus, 

A Vatum Choro avelli nunquam potuit, 
Sed ſolebat ſæpe rerum Civilium Fine 
Ameeniorum Literarum Studiis condire : 

Et cum omne adeo Poetices genus 
Haud infeliciter tentaret, 
Tum i in Fabellis concinne lepideque texendis 
"2 WW. Mirus Artifex 
Neminem hahuit parem. * 
Hæc liberalis animi oblectamenta: 
Quam nullo Illi labore conſtiterint, 
Facile ii perſpexere, quibus uſus eſt A micig 
Apud quos Urbgnitatum & Leporum plenut 
by ad tem, quæcunque forte incideiat, 
| Apte variè copioſeque alluderct, 
Interea nihil quæſitum, nihil vi expreſſum 
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Sed omnia ultro effluere, 
| Et quaſi jugi e fo affatim exuberare, 
& ot Ita ſuos tandem dubios reliquit, 


Eſſetne in Scriptis, Poeta Elegantior, 
ALF + 54 8 . Ne 
w²An in Convictu, Comes Jucundior. 


e. 7 
Of P or, Eminent as he was, bath by his abilities. 
and ſtation, very few memogials have been left by 
bis cohtemporaries; the account therefore muſt now 
d $2 be deſtitute of his private chariſter and familiar prac- 
tices.” He lived at a time when the rage of party 
detected all which it was any man's intereſt to hide; 
and as little ill is heard of Prior, it is En not 
'F, much was known. He was not afraid of provoking 
** „ when he forſook the Whigs “, under 


8 whoſe trag he firſt entered the world, he be? q 
| .. =*came a Tory ardent and determinate, that he did 

Fes | 4 Sr 4 . 0 ; 7 2 . .* 0 

eo Not willihgly conſort with men of different opinions. 


He was one of the fixteen Tories who met weekly, 
and agreed to addreſs each other by the title of 
aft her; and ſeems to have adhered, not only by con- 
Purrehce of political deſigns, bùt by peculiar affection, 
to the carl of Oxford and his family. With how 
much confidence he was truſted, has been already 
ted. | 5 ry | 
f He was however, in Pope's * opini6n, fit only to 
- make veiſes, . qualified for buſineſs than Ad- 
diſon himſelf, This was ſurely ſaid without conſidera- 
Adgqiſon, exalted to a high place, was forced 
inks degtadation bygthe ſenſe of his own incapacity; 
Prior, who was employed by Men very capable of 
eſtimating his value, having beengſecretary to one 
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* Spence. '* . 
7 embaſſy, 
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0 | 
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t 
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a. 


his rapture, wy At with his own voice the 
120 


ſtage. I know all that,“ ſays the cis ug BY * 
mais il chapte 4 haut A ae e ne ne vou 
« tendre. T. 1 wa 


that ſat pext him, he produced theſchex 


-  Banniſſons la M | 
2 * | bs | "a 


* 4 £ 
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embaſſy, had, when great ye» were again wanted, 
the ſame office another time; anc Was, after ſo much 
experience. of his own know edge an e 
laſt ſent to tranſact a negotiation in the. higheſt & 4 - 1 
arduous and important, for which h 8 lified 
herifequiſites, in the opinion of 
by | his influence upon the French miniſter, — by All 
in e commerce above other men. 5 
. Of his behaviour. it «4h lighter parts of. le, 
too late to get much i 


lligence. One of his anſwers, 
to a boaſtful F * 2 has been related? apd 10 u 
impertinent he made ; 


another equally proper. Du 
ing his embaſſy, 5 12 at the opera by a man, en 


til the Frenchman, ceaſing from his he 
expoſtulate with him for his harſh cenſure 
man who was confeſſedly the ornament of the 


In a gay French company, where every one ſung 

a little ſong or ſtanza, of which the burden Was, 
© Banniſſons eläncholie;“ ; when it came to his 
turn to ſing, after the performance of a e lady 
porary * b 


lines: 


LEE 


Mais cette voix, et F binn yeux, 
EF ont Cupidongtrop angereux, 

Et je ſuis triſte quand je crie 
ancholie. 


. | — Tradition 
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„Taditöos repreſerſ big: as willing to deſcend from 
the _ of the pt and ſtateſman to the low de- 


mes ideal : but the woman with whem 
401 eee Neſpicable drab V of the low eſꝶ ſpecies. 
One o nches, perhaps Chloe, while h@wvas 75 
ſent from his houſe, ſtole his plate, and Tan away; 

elated by a woman who had qpeenghi 
fd propenfity to ſordid Wnv#fe I have feen an 
cnt ſo, "ve Rs 0 1008, that” it Feen to de- 


! 


= 9 E have been aſſured char Wo, after having ſpent 
= 75 evening with Oxford, Bolingbroke} Pope, and 


A 


Sup would ga and ſmoke a pipe, and drink a 
| | 1 bo oo . commbn ſo ier and bis wife, 
f oF > „ * , Acre, before went to bed; not rom 
1 mains of the lowneſs of his original, as one 
| 1 . 
%. 9 14, Strain'd to the height, 
9 7 ol thas. celeſtial ab ent e liens 


"tt I ſuppoſe, that his faculties, * 
&« Dazzled and ſpent, Tank down, and Bought „ 


f 'S 


Poor Prior, why was he tf rained, and in ſuch 
want of repair, after a converſagipn with men not, in 
7 e opinion of the world, much wiſer than him- 


any. His Chloe probably was 
Be cb. 


fant. 


elf? Bil wg are the conceits of ſpeculatiſts, Who 


2 their faculties to find in a mine what lies upon 


n 1 

pknion, ſe far as the means of judging are 
left us, ſeem to have been right ; hut his life was, 
it ſeems, irregular, negligent, and ſenſual. 


+ Richardioniana, 1 
8 1 
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. 1 PM 10R Rt written 85K. 
riery has made him popu 


ſes, fin the groteſque to the ſolemn 
egy apy as to meur deriſſon 


* oe verſes Occafionl P Poerns, Ain, 
n . 5 


being written with gr * arty and great 
lineſs ; the langyage' is eaſy, bf felge e 
the numbers {M ec een appear: | 
Of theſe Tales there are 75 four. 
which is b, rs by a Pre e neither 


r nor pleaſing, n grave no 

gami; which has Wap = | 

value thay the Tale. $ Carvel, 5 over 

and Protegenes and Apelles, an old ſtory, N by 

an affectation not diſagreeable, with modern images. 

The Young See; Love has hardly a juſt clall,... 

do the title of A Tale. knc bot whether he be t a * 

original author of any Tale“ bich he has given us. 
The Adventure of Hans Carvel has paſſed through 
many ſucceſſions merry wits; for it is to be 
found in Arioſto's Satires, and is perhaps yet older. 
But the merit of ſuch ern, is py art * _— 
them. 3 * 
In his Amorous Effuſons he is leſs ue, . 
they are not dictated by nature or by paſſion, all 
neither gallantry. nof tenderneſs. They oe the 
coldneſs of Cowley, without his wit, the dull exer- 


, ciſes of a ſkilful verſifier, reſolyed at all adventures 
I: to 


* 


The Ladle; 
eſſary 


Fur. 


2 


Ne, 
3 


an Ven 
F Greek 3 a 
bathin "gg The wm Cupid is alm; then Cu 8 
armed; then x. loſes, his darts to Gllltſmed: 


Jupiter ſends him a ſommgns. by 


1 Chios goes a-hunting, with an ivory on, cel at 
ber js Diana miſtakes, her f on of "nk 
pid, . at the b All this is ſurely 


| whe IT trieg to act the lover, 
of gods or- A his thoughts 
are. e or remote. le Halles not 8 like a 
&« man of this world.“ 
0 areft of ll his a 
* and EIn 3 dull and tedious Aialogue, which ex- 
* Weites neither eſteem for "©. nor tenderneſs for 
the woman. The example of Emma, who reſolves 
to follow an outlawed murderer wherever fear and 
. guilt ſhall drive him, deſerves no imitation; and the 
15 experiment by which H 2 y ts the lady's conſtancy, , 
Is ſuch as muſt end either in infamy to her, or ini. 
| * appointment to himſelf. 
. His occaſional Poems neceſſaril loft part of their 
| p vals. as their occaſions, being leſs remembered, 
| raiſed leſs emotion. Some of them, however, are 
| 9a by their inherent excellence. The bur- 
Efque of Boileau's Ode on Namur has, in ſome 
parts, ſuch airineſs and levity as will always procure 
it readers, even among thoſe Who, cannot compare it 
with the original. The Epiſtle to Boileau is not ſo 
happy. The Poems to the King are now peruſec 
: | on! 
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by Capris 


_ maſter. 2 


0 which conſiſts pffinci 
* © ougexcluſion- of lat 


71. n f 


only by young ſtudents, wh 2 merely that they 
may learn to write; and e en Seculare, I 
- garilipt ht ſuſpect that I W's * cenſure it 
withou ang er or e for who 
can be P pgſed to have laboured through it Vet the 
time hen this neglected work was ſo popu- 


lar, chat it go 122 into Latin by no common 


2 1 
His — on . Je Ramillies is nedflar iy. 
deen by bi form m tf 
of ten lines thitly 1 Le 


tial and ſlightly connEted, muſt weary both - 95 
and the underſtanding. His imitation of Spenſer, 
uF ip in Juen ov. , with- 

des of ſpetch, mikes his 
poem neither: ancient na modern. His wk of - 
Mars and Bellona, and his compariſon of Marl- | 
borough to the Eagle that bears the thunder of Ju- 
piter, are all puerile and unaffecting; ; and yet more PR 
5 is the long hle t by Lewis in his deſ- * 
paig of Brute and Troyno van, and the teeth of Cad- 
mus, with his fimilies of the raven and eagle and wolf 
and lion. By the help of ſuch eaſy fictions, and vulgar 
topicks, without acquaintance with life, and without 
knowledge of art or nature, a poem of a 4 length, 
cold and lifeleſs like n may be eaſily written on 
any ſubject. 

In his Epilogues to  Phedra and to Lins beth 
very happily facetious but in the Prologue before the 
queen, the pedant has found his Wake: CORY Wenns, 
Perſeus, and Andfomeda. 

His Epigrams and lighter pieces are, like thoſe of 
others, ſometimes elegant, ſometimes trifling, and 

Vor. X. N ſometimes 


/ 


. 
# 
* 

x 4 


and has at leaſt one accidental 


* 5 


ſometimes dull; amon; 1 me: are the dae and 
the epitaph on Jahn and EP 


Scarcely any one 'of our nodts a written 


and tranſlated ſo little: the verfion of > ho. 
is ſufficiently licentious 3 the paraphigfe |; 2 


Paul's Exhortation to en 19 eminently * 
tiful. : 
Alma is written in profeſſed 


ak 5x 


it ral on 0 Ma. 
reſemblance: Hudi- 
bras wants a plan, le it is left imperfect; 
Alma is imperfect, becauſe it ſeems never to have had 
a plan. Prior appears not to have propoſed to him- 


felf any drift or defign, but to have written wo - 


caſual dictates of the preſent moment. 


What Horace ſaid, when he imitated Luedige, | 
might be ſaid of Butler by Prior; his numbers were 


not ſmooth or neat. Prior excelled him in verſifica- 
tion; but he was, like Horace, inventore minor; he 
had not Butler's exuberance of matter and variety of 
Huſtration, The ſpangles of wit which he could at- 
ford, he knew how to; poliſh ; but he wanted the 


bullion of his maſter. Burler pours out a negligent 


profuſion, tertain of the weight, but careleſs of the 
ſtamp. Prior has comparatively little, but with 
that little he makes a fine ſhew. Alma has many 
admirers, and was the only pieee among Prior's 
works of which Pope 24 that . a es to be 
the author. 

Solomon is the work to whick he entruſted the pro- 


tection of his name, and which he expected ſucceed- 


ing ages to regard with veneration. His affection 
was natural; it had undoubtedly been written with 


| great labour ; and who is nN to think that he has 


been 


* 


a 1 A” „ to. coat 
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been labouring in vain? He had infuſed into it much, 
knowledge and much thought; had often poliſhed 
it to elegance, often dignißed it with, ſplendour, 
and ſometimes heightened it to ſublimity: he per- 
ceived in it many excellences, and did not diſ- 
cover that it wanted that without which all others are 
of ſmall avail, the power of engaging — and 
alluring curioſity, 10 
Lediouſneſs is the Hot fatal of all re $ n- 
gences or errors are ſingle and local, but tediouſneſs 
pervades the whole; other faults are cenſured and 
forgotten, but the power of tediouſneſs propagates 
itſelf, He that is weary, the firſt hour, is more weary 
the ſecond ; as bodies forced into motion, contrary to 
their tendency, paſs. more and more e n 
every ſucceſſive interval of ſpace. 6 10 
Unbappily this pernicious Peake is that which an 
author is leaſt able to diſcover, . We are ſeldom tire- 
ſome ro. ourſelves; and the act of. compoſition fills 
and delights the mind with, chapge, of language and 
ſucceſſion of images; every couplet when produced 
is new, and novelty is the great ſource of pleaſure, 
Perhaps no man ever thought a line ſuperfluous when 
he firſt wrote it, or contracted his work till his ebul- 
litions of invention had ſubſided. And even if he 
ſhould controul his deſire of immediate renown, and 
keep his work nine years unpubliſhed, he will be fill 
the author, and till in danger of deceiving himſelf: 
and if he conſults his. friends, he will probably find 
men who have more kindneſs than Judgement, or 
more fear to offend than defire to inſtruct. 
The tediouſneſs of this poem proceeds not from 
the uniformity of the ſubject, for it is ſufficiently 
| " "M4 diverſified, 
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diverſified, but from the continued tenour of the 
narration; in which Solomon relates the ſucceſſive 
viciſſirudes of his own mind, without the intervention 
of any other ſpeaker, or the mention of any other 
agent, unleſs it be Abra; the reader is only to learn 
what he thought, and to be told that he thought 
wrong. The event of every experiment is nen 
and therefore the proceſs is not much regarded. 
Vet the work is far from deſerving to be neg- 
lected. He that ſhall peruſe it will be able to mark 
many paſfages, to which he may recur for inſtrue- 
tion or delight; many from which the poet may ne 
to write, and the philoſopher to reaſon. 
If Prior's poetry be generally conſidered, his priſe 
— be that of correctneſs and induſtry, rather than 
of compaſs of comprehenſion, or activity of fancy. 
He never made any effort of invention: his greater 
pieces are only tiſſues of common thoughts; and his 
fmaller, which conſiſt of light images or ſingle con- 
ceits, are not always his own. I have traced him 
among the French Epigrammatiſts, and have been in- 
formed that he poached for prey among obſcure 
authors, The Thief and Cordelier is, I ſuppoſe, ge- 
nerally conſidered as an original production ; with 
how much juſtice this Epigram may tell, which was 
written by Georgius Sabinus, a poet now little known 
or read, though once . friend of Luther and Me- 
lapQlion : - 
i De Sacerdote Furem conſolante. | 
E facrificus furem comitatus euntem 
Huc ubi dat ſontes carnificina neci, 


Ne fis mafftus, ait; ſummi conviva Tonantis 
Tu cum ccœlitibus (6 modo credis) eris. 


8 Ille 


Ille gemens, G vera mihi ſolatia 3 
Hoſpes apud ſuperos ſis meus oro, refert. 
- Sacrificus contra; mihi non convivia fas eſt 
Ducere, jejunas hac edo luce aihil. | 


What be has valuable he owes to his diligence and 
his judgement. His diligence has juſtly. placed him 
amongſt the moſt, correct of the Engliſh, poets; and 
he was one of the firſt that reſolutely endeavoured at 
correctneſs. He never ſacrifices accuracy or haſte, 
nor indulges | himſelf in contemptuous, negligence, or 
impatient idleneſs: be has no careleſs lines, for en- 
tangled ſentiments; his words are nicely ſelected, 
and his thoughts fully expanded. If this part of his 
character ſuffers an abatement, it muſt be from the 
diſproportion of his rhymes, which have not always 
| ſufficient conſonance, and from the admiſſion of broken 
lines into his Solomon; but perhaps he thought, like 
Cowley, that hemiſtichs ovght. to be admitted into 


heroic poetry. | 
He had apparently ſuch — tra of "laps 
as ſecured him from every thing that approached | to 
the ridiculous or abſurd; but as laws operate in civil 
agency not to the excitement of virtue, but the re- 
preſſion of wickedneſs, ſo judgement in the operations 
of intellect can hinder faults, but not produce excel- 
lence. | Prior is never low, nor very often ſublime, 
It is ſaid by Longinus of Euripides, that he forces 
himſelf ſometimes into grandeur by violence of effort, 
as the lion kindles his fury by the laſhes of his own 
tail, Whatever Prior obtains above mediocrity ſeems 
the effort of ſtruggle and of toil. He has many 
vigorous but few happy lines; he has every thing 
by purchaſe, and nothing by g . ; he had no nightly. 
* 1 . . 97. tations 
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viſitations of the Muſe, no infuſions of ſentiment or 
felicities of fancy. : 


His diction, however, i 161 more bis own than of any 
among the ſucceſſors of Dryden; he borrows no lucky 
turns, or commodious modes of language, from his 
predeceffors. His phraſes ate original, but they are 
ſometimes harfh ; as he inherited no elegatces, none 
Has he Vequearhed: His  expreffion his every mark 
of laborious ludy; the line feldom ſeems to have been 
formed at once; the words did not come till they 
were calted, and wete then put by conſtraint into 
theit places, where they do their duty, but do it 
ſullenly. In his greater compoſitions there may 
be found more rigid ſtatelineſs than graceful dignity. 
Of verification he was not negligent : what he re- 
ceived from Dryden he did not loſe; neither did he 
increaſe the difficulty of writing by unneceſſary ſe- 
verity, but uſes triplets and alexandrines without 
ſcruple. In his Preface to Solomon he propoſes ſome 
improvements by extending the ſenſe from one 
couplet to another, with variety of pauſes. This he 
bas attempted, but without ſucceſs; his interrupted 
lines are unpleaſing, and his ſenſe as leſs diſtin@ is 
leſs ſtriking. 

He has altered the Stanza of Spenſer, as 2 houſe is 
altered by building another in its place of a different 
form. With how little reſemblance he has formed 
his new Stanza to that of his maſter, theſe Ipecunens 
w 11 ſhew : 

PNS ER 


She flying faſt from Heaven's hated d 
And from the world that her diſcover'd wide, 
Fled to the waſteful wilderneſs apace, 
From living eyes her open ſhame to hide, 
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And lurk'd in rocks and caves long uneſpy d. 
But that fair crew of knights, and Una fair, 
Did in that caſtle afterwards abide, _ 
To reſt themſelves, and weary powers repair, 
| Where ſtore they found of all, that dainty was and rare. 
| BE OW, 
Io the cloſe rock the frighted raven flies, 
Soon as the riſing eagle cuts the air: 
The ſhaggy wolf unſeen and trembling lies, 
When the hoarſe roar proclaims the lion near. 
III-ſtarr'd did we our forts and lines forſake, 
To dare our Britiſh foes to open fight: 
Our conqueſt we by ſtratagem ſhould make: 
Our triumph had been founded in our flight. 
?Tis ours, by craft and by ſurpriſe to gain : 
*Tis theirs, to meet in arms, and battle in the plain. 


By this new ſtructure of his lines he has avoided 
difficulties nor am I ſure that he has loſt any of 
the power of .. ; but he no longer imitates 
Spenſer. | 

Some of his poems are written without regularity 
of meaſures ; for, when he commenced poet, he had 
not recovered from our Pindarick infatuation; but he 
Probably lived to be convinced, that the eſſence of 
verſe is order and conſonance. 

His numbers are ſuch as mere diligence may attain z 
they ſeldom offend the ear, and ſeldom ſooth it; they 
commonly want airineſs, lightneſs, and facility : 
what is ſmooth, is not ſoft. His verſes always roll, 
but they ſeldom flow. 

A ſurvey of the life and writings of Prior may ex- 
emplify a ſentence which he doubtleſs underſtood 
well, when he read Horace at his uncle's; © rhe 
 N4 * veſſel 


184 P R I OR. 


. « veſſel long retains the ſcent which it fiſt receives.” 
In his private relaxation he revived the tavern, and 
in his amorous pedantry he exhibited the college. 
But on higher occaſions and nobler ſubjects, when 
habit was overpowered by the necellity of reflection, 
he wanted not wiſdom as a TREES, or elegance as a 
poet. 


ILLIAM CONGREVE deſcended from a 

family in Staffordſhire, of ſo great antiquity 

that it claims a place among the few that extend 

their line beyond the Norman Conqueſt; and was 

the ſon of William Congreve, ſecond ſon-of Richard 

Congreve of Congreve and Stratton. He viſited, 

once at leaſt, the reſidence of his anceſtors; and, I 

believe, more places than one are till ſhewn, in 

groves and pardens, where he is nn to have Write 
ten his Old Batchelor. 

Neither the time nor place of his birth are certainly 
ko if the inſcription upon his monument be 
true, he was born in 1672. For the place ; it was 
ſaid by himſelf, that he owed his nativity to England, 
and by every body elſe that he was born in Ireland. 
Southern mentioned him with ſharp cenſure, as a man 
that meanly diſowned his native country. The bio- 
graphers aſſigned his nativity to Bardſa, near Leeds 
in Yorkſhire, from the account given by himſelf, 
as they ſuppoſe, to Jacob. 1 

0 


2 


* 
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To doubt whether a man of eminence has told the 
truth about his own birth, is, in appearance, to be 
very deficient in candour; yet nobody can live long 
without knowing that falſehoods of convenience or 
vanity, falſehoods from which no evil immediately 


viſible enſues, except the general degradation of 
human teſtimony, are very lightly uttered, and once 


uttered are ſullenly ſupported. Boileau, who deſired 


to be thought a rigorous and ſteady moraliſt, having 


told a pretty he to Lewis XIV. continued I after- 
wards by falſe dates; thinking himſelf obliged in 
Honour, ſays his admirer, to maintain what, when he 
ſaid it, was fo well received, 


| bare Coengreve was 3 he was ded | 


firſt at Kilkenny, and afterwards at Dublin, his fa- 
ther having ſome military employment that ſtationed 
him in Ireland: but after having paſſed through the 
uſual preparatory ſtudies, as may be reaſonably ſup- 


poſed, with great celerity and ſucceſs, his father 


thought it proper to aſſign him a profeſſion, by which 
ſomething might be gotten; and about the time of 


the Revolution ſent him, at the age of ſixteen, to 


ſtudy law id the Middle Temple, where he lived for 
ſeveral years, but with very little attention to Sta- 
tutes or Reports. 

His diſpoſition to become an author appeared very 
early, as he very carly felt that force of imagination, 
and pofſeſſed that copiouſneſs of ſentiment, by which 
intellectual pleaſure can be given. His firſt perfor- 
mance was a novel, called Incognita, or Love and 
Dity reconciled: it is praiſed by the biographers, who 
quote ſome part of the Preface, that is indeed, for 

| ſuch 
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fuck! a time of life, uncommonly Judicious, 1 would 
rather praiſe it than read it. 

His firſt dramatick labour was The Old Batchelor; j 
of which he ſays, in his defence againſt Collier, 
© that comedy was written, as ſeveral know, ſome 
« years before it was ated. When I wrote it, I had 
« little thoughts of the ſtage; but did it, to amuſs 
« myſelf in a flow recovery from a fit of fickneſs- 
&« Afterwards, through my indiſcretion, it was ſeen, 
6 and f in ſome little time more it was acted; and I; 
« fered Ewytelt to be drawn in to the proſecution 
« of a difficult and thankleſs ſtudy, and to be in- 
ce volved in a perpetual war with knaves and fools.” » 

There ſeems to be a ſtrange affectation in authors 
of appearing to have done every thing by chance. 
_ The Old Batchelor was written for amuſement, in the 
languor of convaleſcence. Yet it is apparently com- 
poſed with great elaborateneſs of dialogue, and in- 
ceſſant ambition of wit. The age of the writer 
conſidered, it is indeed a very wonderful performance; 
for, whenever written, it was acted (1693) when he 
was not more than twenty-one years old; and was 
then recommended by Mr. Dryden, Mr. Southern, 
and Mr. Maynwaring. Dryden ſaid, that he never 
had ſeen ſuch a firſt play; but they found it deficient 
in ſome things requiſite to the ſucceſs of its exhibi- 
tion, and by their greater experience fitted it for the 
ſtage. Southern uſed to relate of one comedy, pro- 
bably of this, that, when Congreve read it to the 
players, he pronounced it ſo wretchedly, that they 
had almoſt rejected it; but they were afterwards ſo 
well perſuaded of its excellence, that, for half. a 
year 
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year before it was acted, the manager awed! its 


author the privilege of the houſe. 
Few plays have ever been ſo beneficial to ha) wri- 
ter; for it procured him the patronage of Halifax, 


who: immediately made him one of the commiſ- 


fioners for licenſing coaches, and ſoon after gave him 
2 place in the pjpe-office, and another in the cuſtoms 
of fix hundred pounds a year. Congreve's conver- 
ſation muſt ſurely have been at leaſt e pleaſing 
with his writings,- 

Such a comedy, written at doeh an age, requires 


hinen conſideration. As the lighter ſpecies of dra - 


matick poetry profeſſes the imitation of common life, 
of real manners, and daily incidents, it apparently 
preſuppoſes a familiar knowledge of many charac- 
ters, and exact obſervation of the paſſing world; 
the difficulty therefore is, to conceive how this know- 
ledge can be obtained by a boy. 10 
But if The Old Batchelor be more thy examined, 

it will be found to be one of thoſe comedies which 
may be made by a mind vigorous and acute, and 
furniſhed with comick characters by the peruſal of 
other poets, without much actual commerce with 
mankind. The dialogue is one conſtant reciprocation 
of conceits, or claſh of wit, in which nothing flows 
neceſſarily from the occaſion, or is dictated by nature. 
The characters both of men and women are either 
fictitious and artificial, as thoſe of Heartwell and the 


Ladies; or caſy and common, as W:ttol a tame idiot, 
Bluff a. ſwaggering coward, and Fondlewife a jealous 


puritan; and the cataſtrophe ariſes from a miſtake 
not very probably POE, by marrying a woman 
ia a malk, 

"Foe 
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Vet this gay comedy, when all theſe deductions 
are made, will ſtill remain the work of very powerful 
and fertile faculties: the dialogue is quick and ſpark- 
ling, the incidents ſuch as ſeize the attention, and 
the wit ſo . n it“ Oer. informs its tene- 
cs ment. 1 Reni in 51.8 N 
Next year he gave e ſpecimen of bis abi. 
lies in The Double Dealer, which was not received 
with equal kindneſs. He writes to his patron the 
lord Halifax a dedication, in which he endeavours 
to reconcile the reader to that which found few 
friends among the audience. Theſe apologies are 
always uſeleſs: 5 de guſtibus non eſt 'diſputandum;” 
men may be convinced, but they cannot be pleaſed, 
againſt their will, But though taſte is obſtinate, it 
is very variable, and time often 1 when _ 
ments have faild. n T8644 

Queen Mary conferred _ boch tote Pips the 
honour of her preſence; and when ſhe died, ſoon 
after, Congreve teſtified his gratitude by a deſpicable 
effuſion of elegiac paſtoral; a compoſition i in which 
all is unnatural, and yet nothing is new. 

In another year (1695) his prolifick pen produced 
Love for Love; a comedy of nearer alliance to life, 
and exhibiting more real manners, than either of the 
former. The character of Forefght was then com- 
mon. Dryden calculated nativities; both Cromwell 
and king William had their lucky days; and Shafteſ- 
bury himſelf, though he had no religion, was ſaid 
to regard predictions. The Sailor is not accounted 
very natural, but he is very pleaſant, | 
With this play was opened the New Theatre, 
under the direction of Bettertoa the tragedian; where 

c he 
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he exhibited two years afterwards (1687) The Meurn- 
ing Bride, a tragedy, ſo written as to ſnew him ſuf- 


ficiently qualified for either kind of dramatick poetry. 


In this play, of which, when he afterwards reviſed 
it, he reduced the verſification to greater regularity, 


there is more buſtle than ſentiment; the plot is buſy 


and intricate, and the events take hold on the atten- 
tion; but, except a very few paſſages, we are rather 
amuſed with noiſe, and perplexed with ſtratagen 
than-entertained with any true delineation of natu- 
ral characters. This, however, was received with 
more benevolence than any other of his works, and 
ſtill continues to be acted and applauded. 
But whatever objections may be made either to 
his comick or tragick excellence, they are loſt at 
once in the blaze of admiration, when it is remem- 
bered that he had produced theſe four plays before 
he had paſſed his twenty- fifth year, before other 
men, even ſuch as are ſome time to ſhine in eminence, 
have paſſed their probation of literature, or preſume 
to hope for any other notice than ſuch as is beſtowed 


on diligence and enquiry. Among all the efforts of 


early genius which literary hiſtory records, I doubt 
whether any one can be produced that more ſurpaſles 
the common limits of nature than the plays of Con- 
greve. 

About this time began the long - continued contro. 
verſy between Collier and the poets. In the reign 
of Charles the Firſt the Puritans had raiſed a violent 


clamour againſt the drama, which they conſidered 


as an entertainment not lawful to Chriſtians, an opi- 
nion held by them in common with the church of 
Rome; and Taunus publiſhed Hiſtrio-maſtix, a huge 

volume 
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volume in which ſtage plays were cenſured. The 
outrages and erimes of the Puritans brought afterwards 
their whole ſyſtem of doctrine into diſrepute, and 
from the Reſtoration the poets and players were left at 
quiet; for to have moleſted them would have, bad 
the appearance of tendency to puritanical Angbny. 

This danger, however, was worn away by time; 
and Collier, a fierce and implacable Non- juror, knew 
that an attack upon the theatre would never make 
him ſuſpected for a Puritan; he therefore (1698) 
publiſhed A ſhort. View of the Immorality and Pro- 
faneneſs of tbe Engliſh Stage, | believe with no other 
motive than religious zeal and honeſt indignation: 
He was formed for a controvertiſt; with ſufficient 
learning; with diction vehement and pointed, though 
often vulgar and incorrect; with unconquerable per- 
tinacity ; with wit in the higheſt degree keen and 
ſarcaſtiek; and with all thoſe powers exalted and in» 
vigorated by juſt con dence'in his cauſe. 

Thus qualified, and thus incited, he walked out 
to battle, and affailed at once moſt of the living 
WMoriterm, from Dryden to Durfey. His onſet was 
violent: thoſe paſſages, which while they ſtood fingle 
had paſſed with little notice, when they were accu- 
mulated- and expoſed together, excited horror; the 
wiſe and the pious caught the alarm; and the nation 
vonder why it had ſo long ſuffered irreligion and 
ntioufneſs to be openly taught at the e 
—_ * 

Nothing now W for the poets but to reſiſt 
or fly, Dryden's conſeience, or his prudence, angry 
as he was, withheld him from the conflict: Con- 
greve and Vanbrugh Attempted anſwers. Congreve, 

5 a very 
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a very young man, elated with ſucceſs, and imyjpic nt | 
of cenſure, aſſumed an air of ofidence and ſecurit. 
His chief art of controverſy, is to retort. t upon his add 


verſary his own words: he is very angry, and, ud, 


We 
| * 
ing go conquer Collier with his own wE&pons;'gll 5 7 
himſelf in the uſe of Wery term of contumely a 9 
contempt; but Ms has the ſword without the arm ß Wl » 
Scanderbeg; he has his antagoniſt's coarſeneſs U | 
not his-ſtrenggh. Collier replied; for conteſt waghi 
delight, he was not be frighted _ — or | 
munen THI TAE 5 Rot HI TY | 
The cauſe of Ge; was, te tenable what- 1 
ever gloſſes he might uſe for the defence or palliation f 
of fiogle paſaghs, the general denour and tendency * 
1 > 
I 


of his plays muſt always be condemne It is ac- 
knowledged, with univerſal conticłion that the- | he. 
ruſal of his works will make no man better; and J. 
that their ultimate effect is t egreſent pleafare- in 
alliance with vice, and to-relax thoſe A y 
f 1 life ought to be. regulated. eee 
The ſtage found other advocates, ang the difurs 
was protracted through ten years: but at᷑ faſt Oy 
grew mote · modeſt; gn toiſee the te- 
formation of the thre. 3 Caf $1.3. RE ab hs 
Of the powers by which this W victory 
was atchieved, a quotation from Love for . and 
the re "= on it, may afford a ſpecime 1 
Sir 8 # „ Sampſon 's a very good fame; for 
85 your 20 _— dogs m che- _ 
+ Emp 734s 2: | 
Angel. #6 Have a — Sou wermdctiber}/ the 3 
. «ſtrongeſt Sampſon of your name pull'd an 1 
e houſe over his t at n na 


cc Here 
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| aof Dagon, to make ſport for the Philiſtines!” 

Congreve's laſt play was The Way of the World; 
Which, "thought as he hints in his dedication it Was 
Written with great labour and muchat 


degtee offended and diſguſted, he reſolved to eommit 
hig guiet and his ene more to er of 
an àudience. } 
From this time his life ceaſed: to be palin 11 
lived for himfelf and his — and among his 
friends was able to name every man of his 3 
whom wit and elegance had raiſed te eputation. 
may de cherefore reaſonabiy ſuppoſed that his man- 
5 aq here polite and his converſation pleaſing. 
} e ſeems not to _ taken much pleaſure in writ- 
i ing, as be contrib nothing to the Spectator, and 
only: one paper to * Tatler, though publiſhed by 
men with whom he might be ſuppoſed willing to 
gaſſociate; a though he lived many years after the 
publication of his Miſcellaneous Poems, yet he added 


0 


nothing to them, but lied in literary indolence ; 


engaged in no controverſy, confnding with no rival, 
neither ſoliciting flattery by publick commendations, 


nor prqyoking enmity by malignant — but 


s 1s time among the great and 
cid enjoyment of his fame and ff 
Having owed his fortune to Halik 
N of his patron's party, but, as it ſeems, with- 
out violence or acrimongs and his firmneſs was natu- 
rally eſteemed, as his abilities were reverenced. His 
ſecurity therefore was never violated; and when, upon 
Vor. X. 2 | the 
ee OE , „ & 


11 in 


ay "Sampſon once more brought into the houſe 


t, Was 


received with ſo little favour, that, being in a high | 


ax, he continued 


4 * 
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'S 
194 © O N G R E v = 
the extruſion of the Whigs, * — "IU 


uſed leſt Congreve ſhould be Giplaced,"whg early ed | 
Oxford made this anſw er:: 


„Non obtuſa adeo geſtamus pectora 2 s 


** Ne: 3 averſis 12 Ins Jol jungit oY 


He tha $f thus — by the adverſe” part 
might naturally expect to be advanced w en hi 
friends retutned to power, and he was accordiggly 
made ſecretary or > iſland of Jamaica; a place, 1 

ſuppoſe, withou truſt or care, but which, with his 
Poſt in the cuſtoms, is faid to have aſorded him 
twelve hundred pounds a year. 

7 were yet far greater than his pede, 
Every writer mentioned him with es and, 
among other teſtimonies to hi merit, Steele hade 
him the patron of his 1 and Topf inſcribed 8 
to him his tranſlation of the liad. 2 2 

But he treated the Muſes with ;ngraticade{fiich, 1 #. 
having long converſed familiarly with the great, he 
wiſhed to be confidered rather as a man of faſhion 
than of wit; and, when he el, viſit from” 
Voltaire, diſguſted 92 by the deſpicable foppery 
of defiring to be Fonſidered not as an author but a 
gentleman; to which the Frenchman replied, ** that 
6c if he had been only a —_— ae not 
1 * vifit him.“ F 4 4 

In irement he may be ſuppoſed 54 hate ap- 
plied himſelf t Sz. fox he diſcovers more lite- 
rature than the pocts have commonly attained. But 
his ſtudies were in his latter days obſtructed by ca- 
taracts in his eyes, which at laſt terminated in blind · 
nels. This ame} ſtate was aggravated by the 

gout, 


PY 


* 
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gou for hn he ſought relief by a journey to 
Bath; but being operturned in his chariot, com- 
plained from that time of a pain in bis ſide, and died, 
; at his houſe in Surrey-ſtreet in the Strand, Jan. 29, 
17 Having lain in ſtate in 1 Jeruſalem- cham- 
F, he was buried in Weſtin er-abbey# where a 
monument is erected to his memory by Henrietta 
dutcheſs of Marlborough, to whom, for reaſons 
ither not known or not mentioned, he bequeathed 
4 a legacy of about ten thouſalia 3: the accu- 
mulation of attentive patfimony; Which, though to 


Oh 
her ſuperfluous and uſeleſs, might have given great 
aſſiſtancè to the ancient family from which he de- 


ſcended, * that time by the imprufence of his re. 


to difficulties and diftreſs,... 
Ps. 
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© CONGREVE i gn the . higheſt kind: 


be is an original writer, who borrowed neither the 
models of his ener, the manner of his dialogue 
Of his plays I can 


remains upon my, memory is, that his characters are 
commonly factitious and artificial, with very little 


of nature, and not much of. life. He forme a pe- 4 
culiar idea of cock excellence, which he ſuppoſed | 


| and unexpected anſwers; 
but that which he endeàvoured, he ſeldom failed of 


to conſiſt in gay remar 


performing. His ſcenes exhibit not much of hu- 
mour, imagery, or paſſion: his rſdnages are 
kind of intellectual gladiators ; very ſentence ig 
ward or ſtrike; the conteſt of martneſs: is never in- 
termitted; his wit is a meteor” playing to and Rin 


alternate coruſcations. His comedies have rhereſtre, 


in ſome degree, the operation of tragedies; they 


ſurpriſe rather than divert, and raiſe admiration | 


oftener thanknertjthnrs 1 But they, are the works 


a mind replete with uimges, * WE. in — 


nation. © ch 

Of his OO A” ks. I . py any - Hl 
very favourable. The powers of Conggeve, ſeem to 
deſert him when he leaves the ſtage, 


no longer ftrong than when he could Touch the 


ground. It cannot be obſeryed without wonder, that 
a mind ſo vigorous and fert in dramatick compo- 
ſitions ſhould on any other occaſion diſcover nothing 
but impotence poverty. He has in theſe little 

5 4 5 pieces 


„ 


not ſpeak, diſtinctly; for ſibce = 
inſpected them many years have paſſed; but ba 
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pieces neith er elevation of fancy, ſelection of lan- 
guage, nor ſkill in verſification: yet if I were re- 
quired to ſelect from the whole maſs of Engliſh 
poetry the moſt poetical paragraph, I know not what 
I could prefer to an exclamation in 7. be a 
| '# ride: : * a od 

* 4.2.4 | 


ALMERIA. 


* was a \fancy'd noiſe; for all is ps 


| REF. n 3 
* It bares the accent of a human wick. 


5 * AL ME NIA. 1 - 5 1 
It was thy fear, or elſe ſome tranſient wind | 
F, a thro' Wen: of this vaulted 1255 | 


A it + % | | f * 
4 „ Fl, A | | | 

* Hark * ; 15 = 3 | Y * 
12 ALMERIA. =_ 


by Ne, all! is 0 2 and ſtill as death. —Tis a eadful 
Ho reverend is the face of this tall pile, 
* Whoſe ancient pillars rear their matble heads, 
Io bear aloft its arch'd and ponderous roof, 
By its own weight made ſtedfaſt and immoveable, 
Looking tranquillity! It firikes an awe 
And terror on my aching ght; the tombs 
And mo aum ntal caves of death look cold, 
ſhoot a chilneſs to my trembling heart. | 
Give me thy hand, and let me hear thy voice; 
Nay, quickly ſpeak to me, and let me hear : 
1hy YOUR up own affrights me with its echoes. 


He who reads theſe lines enjoys for a moment the 
powers of a poet; he feels what he remembers to 


have felt before, but he feels it with great increaſe 
O 3 - "© 
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of ſenſibility le recognizes a Familidy 3 image, but 
meets it again amplified and expanded, Embelliſhed 


with beauty, and enlarged with majeſty. Þ 


Yet could the author, who appears . to have 
enjoyed the confidence of Nature, lament the death 
of 40 Mary in liffes like theſe 3 1 


The rocks are clefts and new - deſcendi rills $ 4 s 


Furrow the brows of all th' impending hills. 
The water · gods to floods their rivulets turn, 
And each, wit 


n + mm} eyes, ſupplies his Wanting, 


8 
. 


„ N 
The Fauns forſake the woods, Ge Ny} D Wire grove, 


And round the plain in ſad diſtractions rove: 
In prickly brakes their tender limbs they tear, 
And leave on thorns their locks of golden hair, 
With their ſharp nails, ſely & Satyrs wound, 
And tug their — = a bite uh e the 
ground. | 12 
Lo Pan him . beneath \ Uuded k, | - 
Dejected lies, his pipe in pieces bro e. | 
See Pales weeping too, in wild deſpair, | 
And to the piercing winds her boſom bare. 
And ſee yon fading myrtle, where appears 
The Queen of Love, all bath'd in flowing tears; 15 
Set how ſhe wrings her hands, and beats her breaſt, 
And tears her uſcleſs girdle from her waiſt; 
Hear the fad murmurs of her fighing doves | | 
For grief they ſi igh, forgetful of their loves, 


And, many years after, he gave no prove "ar 0 time 
had improved his wiſdom or his wit; for, on the 
death of the marquis of Blandford, this was his 


log: 


And now the * which nad ſo long been * 
Began the ſwelling a air with ſighs to fill; 
The 


4 " 
„ 
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The Eon who motionl *. 
Like i images of ice, while ſhe comp 
Now loos'd their ſtreamis: as when 9 rains 
$ Roll the ſteep torrents headlong o er the plains. 
The prone creation who ſo long had gaz d, 
Charm'd with her cries, and at her griefs amaz d, 
Began to roar and hol with hatrid yell, - 
Diſmal to hear and terrible % tell! 
Nothing but groans and ſighs were heard around, 
And Echo 2 each nn. ſound. 


In both theſe funeral 5 ems, when he has yelled out 
many * ables of ſenſeleſs dolour, he diſmiſſes his 
reader with ſenſeleſs conſolation : from the grave of 


Paſtora riſes a light that forms a ſtar; and where 
Amaryllis wept for . from every tear ſprung 


} 1 4 


4 


. 


up 4 Violet. | "TER # 
. \- , * _ : bans Sv 20 
But William is his hank Are William he will 
ſing: * ty "A 6. 3 * * ö 


y The Tus. on downy witshay wait around, 
| == catch, and waft to foreign lands, the flying ſound. 


It cannot but be proper to ſhew what they ſhall have 
to catch and carry! 


»Twas no, when flowery on the grofpelt made, 

And flowing brooks edel foreſt ſhade, | 

A lowing heifer, lovelieſt of the herd, * 

Stood feeding by; while two fierce bulls prepar'd 
Their armed heads for fight; by fate of war to prove 

The victor worthy of the fair one's love. 198 

Unthought preſage of what met next my view; 

For ſoon the ſhady ſcene withdrew. * 

And now, for woods, and fields, and ſpringing flowers, 

Bcholdgy town ariſe, bulwark'd with walls and lofty 


towers; 
* ; O Two 


"hes | 
pp. WV 
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Two rival armies all the Sha o? rerforlla, 8 1 
Each in battalia rang'd, and ſhining arms array d; | J 
Wit eager eyes bebolding” u from far, * [ 
| | 

| 

| 

( 

{ 


hy 


Naur, the prize and mii of the war. 


The Birth of the Muſe is a miſerable fiction. One 
good line it has, which was borrowed from Dryden, 
The concluding verſes ure theſe: 8 


This ſaid, no more inn The etherial hoſt 
Again impatient crowd the cry. al cx aſt, 
The father, now, within his Tpacions hands, 
Encompaſs d all the mingled maſs of  ſeagiatid lands; 
_ And, having heav'd aloft the pondefous ſphere, | 
* He launch'd the world to float in ambient air. 


Of bis irregular poems, that to Mrs. Arabella 
8 ſeems to be the beſt : his ode for St. Cecilia's 
ay, however, has ſome lines which Pope had in 
his mind when he wrote his own. 
His imitations of Horace are deut ere rale. 
_ the additions which he makes are of little value. 
He ſometimes retains what were more properly omitted, 
as when he talks of vervain and mw to n 
Venus. | 
Of his Trandthions, , the ſatire. of | ICE was 
written very early, and | therefore be. forgiven, 
though it had not the maſſineſs and vigour of the 
original. In all his verſions ſtrength and ſprightlineſs 
are wanting: his * to Venus, from Homer, is 
perhaps the beſt. His lines are weakened with ex- 
pletives, and his rhymes are frequently i imperfect. 
His petty poems are ſeldom worth the coſt of ctiti- 
ciſm'; ſometimes the thoughts ate falſe, "3 ſoine- 
times common, In his verſes on lady Gethin, the 
8 latter 


* 


latter part i imitation * — de on Mrs. 


Killigrew; and in; that has been 12 laviſhly flat- 
tered by Steele, bas 'Þ Uh ſome lively ſtanzas, 
but the expreſſion u might ded i and the moſt 

ſtriking part of the {A tes had been already ſhewn 
in Love for Love. His Art 
on a Wien, but perhaps 1 principle, 
and the ſtaleneſs of the fene is not concealed by 
any novelty of een or elegance of diction. 
This tiſſue o from which he ſeems to have 
Thoped, a laſting name, is totally neg! Ct 
only as it pended to his plays. GT 
While comedy or while tragedy | is reg 


plays are likely to be read; but, except what re- 


latest the ſtage, I know. not that he has ever write 
ten à ſtanza that is ſung, or a couplet that is quoted 
The general character of his Miſcellanies is, tha 
they ſhew little wit, and little virtue. | 
Yet to him itmuſt be confefled that we are in- 
debted for the correction of a national error, and for 
the cure of our Pindarick madneſs. He firſt taught 


the Engliſh writers that Pindar's odes were regular; 


and though certainly he had not the fire requiſite 
for the higher ſpecies of lyrick połtry, he has ſhewn 
us that enthuſiaſm has its rules, and that in mere 
confuſion there is neither grace nor greatneſs. /- 


ui 
* 
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4 Pleaſing is founded 


i» 


RN 
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thoſe men "whoſe writings have attracted much 
18 but of whoſe life and manners very little has 
een communicated, and whoſe lot it has been to be 
much oftener mentioned by enemies than by friends. 
He was the ſon of Robert Blackmore of Corſham 
in Wiltſhire, ſtyled by Wood Gentleman, and ſup- 
poſed to have been an attorney; having been for 
me time educated in a country- ſchool, he was ſent 
at thirteen to Weſtminſter; and in 1668 was entered 
at Edmund; Hall. in Oxford, where he took the de- 
gree of M. A. June 3, 1676, and reſided thirteen 
years; a muck longer time than it is uſual to ſpend 
at the univerſity; and which he ſeems to have paſſed 
with very little attention to the buſineſs of the place, 
for, in his poems, the ancient names of nations or 
places which he often introduces, are ronounced 
by chance. He afterwards traveled: at Padua he 
was made doctor of phyſick ; and, after having wan- 
dered about a year and a half on the ontinene, 


returned home. * 
| 2 : i * In 


np Fr 


ö 


In ſome art of hi life, i it is not knijwn when, his 
indigence _—_— him to teach a ſchool, an hu- 
miliation with w tho 2 It, ly laſted but , 
a little while, his" wes did 161 2 to reproach a 
him, when he- ww onſpicuous enough | to excite 
malevglence ; and ane po remembered for his ho- 
nour, that to hade been ohe a ſehoolmaſter is the 
only reproach which all the perſpicacity of malice, 
| * by wit, has ever PANE upgy, h rivate 
life“ A # 7 8 
When be 225 . i in ns ud) of phyfick, 
br wu enquired, as he ſays, of Dr. Sydenhaꝶg what au- 
thors he ſhould read, and was directed oF enham * 
to Don Quixote; which, * ſaid he, “ is a verx 
good book; I read it ſtill.“ The perverfeneſs of 
mankind makes it often miſchievgys in men of emigg, 
nence to give way to merriment; the idle and ther 
illiterate-will long ſhelter nne, under this fooliſh 
apophthegmiſ®. © ** 
Whether he reſted ſatisfied with this dishes, or 
ſought / for | jetter, he commenced phyſician, andy. _ 
obtaiged high eminence-and extenſive practice. He * 
te Fellow of. the College of byficzans, „„ 
12, 168), being one of the thirty Which, by the + 
new charter of king James, were added to the for- 
mer Fellows. His reſidence was in Cheapſide *, and 
his friends were chiefly in the city. In the early 5 
part of Blackmore's time, a citizen was a term f 


reproach ; nd his place of abode was another topick "1 
to which his adverſaries had recourſe, in the peu | 
of ſcandal, | 8 


* * At Sadler's Hall, 


” 
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e therefore, uss Müde 4 oct - not by f 

y - neceſſity but inclination, and wrote not for a live- «of 
12 but for fame or, if he may tell his own LIE 
motives, for # nobler pur 50 0 Sega ge . ip | . 
the cauſe of Virtue, | e , | 2 7 271 
I believe it is be Probes that he Guſt! pub- | 3 


lick work was an hero: He was not Known * ug 


Poe * 
5 1 poi (in 1695) th 


as a maker of verſes, Ml 
PrinceWrihur, i in ten books, written, as he relatzs, 
by ſugh | hes and tarts, and in ſych geen 
1 uncertaiy- as his profeſſion afforded, and for 
© the, greazeſt oht in coffee-hovuſes,. or in paſſing up - f 
ce an the ſtreets,” Fox. the latter. part of * . 
» epologiſthe was accuſedof writing © tothe rembling , Y 
of his chariot, heels. He had read, he ſays, ky 
but little poet ii throughout his whole life; and 
for fifteen years before had not written an undred 5 
1 verſes, except one copy of * verſes i in _ "2 ] 
of a friend's book.” | 
Hethhks, and with ſome reaion, that from ſuch 
a performance perfection cannot be enected; but 
he finds another reaſon for the ſeverity of his genſu- 
rers, which he expreſſes in language ſuch as of eap- 
ſide eaſily furniſhed. IJ am not free of the Poets 
« Company, having never kiſſed the governor's | 
% hands: mine is therefore not ſo much as a per- 
e miſhon-poem, but a downright interloper. Thoſ; 
Is gentlemen who carry on their poetical trade * 
c joint ſtock, would certainly do what Wy cou 
e ſink and ruin an unlicenſed adventurer, — ng 
« ſtanding I diſturbed none of their factories, nor 
© imported any goods they have ever dealt in.“ He 
had lived in the city till he had learned its note. 
* That 


9 


A 


N. „ ; . 


tiain; for in two years it had three editions; a = 


oy 


; criticiſm, more te 


Ae is patficularly, delighted, v 


| that pained by cenſure, and, inſtead of ſlackening, 


duced ten books of Prince Arthur, in two years 


he was this year made one of the phyſicians 


3 5 J 
* y 
g * 
I * a 
+ 
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16 


That Printe Alb found many readers, is er, 4 WO 


uncommon inſtance of, favobrable reception, 2 
time when literary ofity was yet confined to 
ticular. claſſes of ths Dations, Such ſucceſs naturally 
raiſed animoſity z* and Dennis attacked it by a formal 
eq een than the work 


« which be condemns. To ch 
the approbation of Locks 8 
Molieux, which are found in their 'in 


oe 2 N PN 0 | E 


the ſong of 

Mopas, which is therefore fubjoinẽd to * narrativre. 

lt is remarked- bye Pope, Got, what ** rffes the 1 4 
Wi hero; often fi nks the man.“ Of BlaMore it ww 
may be ſaid, that, as the poet f figks, the man riſes; 
the animadverſions of Dennis, in Ment and contemp 
tuous they were, raiſed in bim no implacable, r 
ſentment: he and his eritick were afterwards friends 
and ia one df his latter works he praiſes Dennis as 
& equal to . in poetry, * ſoperifh® Dy 


25 * 


"I cen es have been more delighted with pril 
quickened his career. Having in two years pro- 


more (1697) he ſent into the world King Arthur in 4 
Gau The provocation was now doubled, and th 


ee of wits and critieks may be ſuppoſed F 
increaſed in proportion. He found, however, 


e ee than equivalent to all their ou 


9 


® #| 


* 


ges; 
OT 


dinary to kiog William, and advanced by him to 


the 


* 
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the hoconr of Knighthood, with a Py of a gold 

chain and medal. 
6 re malignity of 

#' hood to his new poem; but king William was not 

very ſtudious of poetry, and Blackmore IApep⸗ had 

. other merit: for he ſays, i in his Dedication to Alfred, 


* 4 


* Whas Bag Hanover thaye ref be had boaſted.” 2 


him 
make aialſe eſtimate of 
4 their virt e reſtrains from deceiving others, 
hy their vanity to deceive them- 


» = e uſe, I doubt not but he believed, for I hold 


he at leaſt approved it, and adhered invariably to 
his pring ples and party t hrough his whole life. 

| 0 | atinucd ; ; and not 
long after (1700) he publiſhed a Parafifiraſe. 
Book of Fob, and other parts of the Scripture. _ This 
performanee Dryden, who purſued him with great 
malignity, ved long enough to ridicule in A Pro- 
logue. a, 
The wits eaſily confederated a him, as Dry- 
den, whoſe favour they almoſt all courted, was his 
profeſſed adverſary, He had heſides given them 
reaſon for reſentment, as, in his Preface to Prince 
Arthur, he had ſaid of the Dramatick Writers almoſt 
all t at was alledged afterwards by Collier; but 


WAs 
| | 3 * 5 2 >, 


le Wits . his: zonighe. 14 


that c he had a greater part in he ſucceſſion of the 


cannot oy > known. That 2 had been df. cont 


ave been very-honeſt.; but he might eaſily | 
his own importance: thoſe , 


dyes, Whether e promoted the Succeſſion or not, 


Blackmore's cenſure was cold and general, Collier's 
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Was perſonal and aac; Blackmore t ugbt his rea» 
der to diſlike what Collier incited him to abhor. 


tt 


In his Preface. to King Arthy 


r he endeavoured ti 
in At leaſt one friend, and propitiated, Congrevegby 
higher praiſe of has Mourning Bride, t an it has 0 
tained from any * er cfitick. " . n 
-Tbe, fame yeaf ig publiſhed a Satire en Wits a 
proclamation of deft 


4 


flance which united the Fs 
aw” all #gainſt him, atid Which brought upon him 
lam and ridicule from every fide. This he 
* doubelel foreſaw, and evidently deſpiſed nor ſhould 
his dignity of mind be without its praiſe, had he not 
paid the, homage to "greatneſs which he denied to 
genius, and degraded bimſelf by confefting that 
authority over the national taſte, which he takes from 
the poets,” upon men of high Tank and wide infl 5 
ence, but of leſs wit and not greater virtue. 25 
Here is a ain diſcovereg the inhabitant of Cheap- 


ſide, whoſ&head'cannot Keep his. poetry, unmingled 
with trade. , Te hinder that intelle al bank- 
ruptey which he affects to fear, he will erect a Bank 
for Wit. 


In this poem he juſllyconfired Dryden's impurities, 
but praiſed his powers; though in a ſubſequent edi- 
tion he retained the ſatire and omitted the praiſe. 
What was his reaſon, I know not; 3 Dryden was then 

<= longer 1 in his way. 6; 

is head ſtill teemed with heveick poetry; 4 vl 

(1 705) he publiſhed Eliza in ten books. I am afraid 

that the world was now weary of — 

Blackmore's heroes; for J do not remember that by 

any author, ſerious or comical, I have found Eliza 

either FRO or blamed. She © dropped,” as it 
i& -- | * ſeems, 
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ſeems, dsad bonn on the rell It is never 
mentioned, and was never ſeen by me till 1 borrowed 
Jacob ſays, © it is corrected, 
d reviſed for another imprefſion;”, but * labour 
ifion was thrown away. 3 
- From" this time he turned ſome, of his thoughts to 
ters; ; and wrote a poem 
4, Advice to the Poets bow 40 
Le the Dube of Marlborough ; but opiate of 
of ſucceſs, thinking himſelf qualified oh % 
0 


it for the preſent occaſio 


# 


on the Kit-cat Club, and 


another year o 
give more inſtruction, he again wrote a poem 
Advice 10 a Weaver of Tapeſtry. Steele was then pub- 
liſhing the Tatler ; and looking round him for ſome- 
thing at which he might laugb, unluckily lighted on 
Sir Richard's work, and treated it with ſuch con- 

L tempt, that, as Fenton obſerves, he put an end to 

the ſpecies of writers that gave Advice to Painters, 
Not long after (1712), he publiſhed Creation, a 
 phil:ſophical Poem, which has been, y my recom- | 
mendation, inſerted in they late. collection. Who- 
ever judges of this by any other of! lackmore's per- 
formances, will do i it injury. The praiſe given it by 
Addiſon (Spec. 3 39) is too well known to be tran⸗ 
ſeribed; but ſome notice is due to the teſtimony 4 
Dennis, who calls it a philoſophical Poem, which 133 
£ has equallt d that of Lucretius in the beauty of its 
e verſification, and infinitely org it in the ſoli- 0 
ol *« dity and ſtrength of its reaſoning? “ w 1 
Why an author ſurpaſſes himſelf, it is natura 8 1 
n 
e 
1 


enquire, - I have heard from Mr. Draper, an emi- Kh 
nent bookſeller, an account received by him from 
Ambroſe Philips, That Blackmore, as he proceeded 

in this poem, laid his manuſcript from time to 


4 8 W * 


ce time before a club of wits with 
„ ciated and that gyery man contributed, as he 


jb 


* 
1. 


FT 


1 
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he aſſo- 


60 coulg, either improvement of vorrection; ſo that,” 
ſaid Philips, there are perhaps no — in the boo * 
thirty lines taget „ now band fi they Fr 
« oxzginally writte 

The , relation of "Þ zilips, 1 fappoſe, was tru 
but when all reaſonable, all credible allowance is 


na l for chis Syrndly We. the author will ill 
retains ample” dividend of praiſe ; for to him muſt 


| iys be allgned the plan of the work 1e diſtri- 


. * * of its parts, the choice of topicks, the train 


argument, and, what is yet more, the general pre- 
dominance o philoſophical wdgement and poetical 
ſpirit. Correction feldom's fee s more then the ſup- 


W + preſſion of faults : a happy line, ora ſingle elegance, 


may perhaps be added; but of l large work the 
general character muſt de remain; the original 
conſtitutiõn can he very elped by local reme- 
dies;zginberent and wy ll neſs Ul never be much 
invigorated by mation. 
This poem, if * ha Fer n nothing elſe, would 
have tranſmitted him to poſterity among the firſt fa- 
rites of the Engliſh Muſe; but to make verſes 

nis tranſcendent pleaſure, and, as he was not de- 


tert d by cenſure, he was not ſatiated withpraiſe. 
_ Heeviated; 1 ſometimes i ipto other tracks 
of literature, and condeſcended to entertain his readers 


with plain proſe. When the Spefator ſtopped, he 
conſiderech the Police world as deſtitute of entertain 
ment; and, in concert with MF. Hughes, who wrote 
every third paper, publiſhed three times a week the 
Lay Monaſtery, _— on the ſuppoſition that ſome 

: Vol Le * 5 m | 


P* 


cc ſtored with refined ideas: He is a critick of the 


cc judgenicht free, and unbiailed by the authority bf » 


210 5 L A C K O, K f. 4 0 


literary men, Whoſe character arb delkribed, bad wy * 
tired to a houſe in * e enjoy phüepbical ( 1 t 
leiſure, and reſolved to inſtruck the publick, by com- 
municating their diſquiſitions and amuſements. Whe- 
ther any real perſons were concealeÞ under fictitious 
names, is not known. The hero of the club is one . 
Mr. Johnſon; ſuch a conſtellation of excellence 
bis character ſhall not be ſuppreſſed, though# 
is no great genius in ths 2 A in che 
lineation. 9 9 
* The firſt I mall x name is Mr, Johnſon, # gentif 6 . | 
* man that owes to Nature excellent faculties and an 
&« elevated genius, and to induſtry and application 
* many acquired, com iſhments. , His taſte is diſ. 
te tinguiſhing, Juſt, At delicate: his A 
&« clear, and his reaſon fl rong, accompanied with an 
«& imagination full of ſpirit, of great compaſs, and 


et rank; and, What is his peculiar Ornament, he 
« js AlivaveSfrom the ontario} malevolencg, ane 
40 ſopercilous tempet⸗ chat ſo often blemiſh men of 
& that character. His remafks reſult from the na- 
« ture and reaſon of things, and are formed by a 


&* thoſe whg, have lazily followed Ach other in the 
«© ſame beaten track of thinking, and are Mea, 
* only at the reputation ef acute Prammarians and ” . 
«© commentatoſd; men, wh have been copying o | 

«© anothe many hundred years; without any 42 
ment; or, if they have ventured further) have on! 
6c applied in a mechanical manner the rules of ancieds 


s criticks to modern writings, and with great labour cc 
" « diſcovered nothing but oy own want of judge- _ *© 
| 1 : " ment : 


5 2 
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tt ment and capacity, As Mr. agen, Jotittrates to 
which means his ob- 


© the 'b&ttom of his ſabiect, by 
ce ſervations are ſolid and natural, as well as delicate, 
% ſo his deſign is always to bring: to light ſomething 
© uſeful and ornamental; when& his character is the 


4 reverſe. to theirs, who have eminent abilities in 
re 1 


E 


Hg g out trifles. He is no leſs indufttious to 
ſeürch out the merit of an author, than ſagacious 
ee is errors and defects; and takes 
more pleaſure in comme ding the beauties, than 
c expoſing the blemiſhes of adable writing: like 
* Horace in a long work, ge tan dome defor- 
ct mities, x juſtly lay thehy on fie-impertection of 
human nature, which is 
|, ductions. When an excellent Drama appears in 
e publick, and by its intrinfiek worth attracts a ge- 
© neral applayſc , heads not ſtung with envy and wal 
« nor does he” expreſs a lavage nature; "IS fa ning 
1 upon the celebrated dwelſis = his 
e imaginary defects, eee te his Fats; icuous 
« excellences. He trcßts ell writers upon hs ſame 
© impartial foot Wand i is notz like the u criticxs, 


* 5 ®raken up entir 1y 10 finding out only the beauties 
of the Tien * — the egrors of the 
+ any one expreſs more 


Film x writers, ®Never di 
kindneſs an bed nature to young andyunfiniſhed 
authors; he promotes their pterell, protects their 
0 W extendates their faults, and ſeꝶ off cheir 
« virtues, and by his candour guards them from 
the ſeverity „ie gudgemends Fe is not like 
« thoſe dry criticks, who. an moroſe becauſe they 
cannot write themſelves, but is himſelf maſter 


2 


* 


affgnificant knowledge, and a great felicity in, 


Þpcapable of faultleſs pro- 


[Hi * cc of - 


* 


% 
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ct of a Lo vein in poetry; and though he does 6. 
© not Kew 5 5 yet he has ſometimes en- ce. 
* tertained his friend with his unpubliſhed perten. 6. 
cc. ances.” 60 
be Monks ſeem. un be but aud « 
ks. 1 in compariſon with the gigantic Johnſon ; * . 
ho yet, with all his abilities, and the help ofthe - „ 
9 could drive the publication but 8 = 6 ; 
papers, which were afterwards © c lected in nto 4 


volume, and called ig the title 4 8. 
Fatorg. * 
Some me va 40 1716 and a b 
liſhed two volumes of 7 3h in proſe, whigl 
commended only, they ure written for the 
and nobleſt p urpoſe, promotion of — 
Blackmore's Totes is not he proſe of a poet; for it 
is languid, ſluggiſh, and lifeleſs ; diction, i is nei- 
cher daring nor exact, his flow neithe T rapid nor eaſy, 
and hi periods neither ſmooth nor Krong. His ac- 
count A Mis vill chew With how little clearneſs he is 
2 think, and Rom little his thoughts are re- * 
aded by his language. 
| Mi 66 «A to its efficient duſe, 5 ? owes its aca 
to an * eMtragrdinargh and peotjfiar temperament in 
ic the conſtitution of the poſſeſſor of it, in which is 
c found a e of regular and exalted fer- 


10 th pece ® 


cc ments, and affluence, of animalyſpigirs,yre ex | 

41 and rectified to a great degree of purity; abe wW 
| Ky being endowed with zvacity, Prightneſs, and ce- & pe 

ce lerity, ds well in able e as direct mo- 
« tions, they bebame proper ruments for the « 
60 ſprightly operarionggt the Did; ; by wich means 6 

dhe 
4 4 s 35 
* 7 ; 1 T -2 6 8 * 
* $. 
«R oO * 


* # | 
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8 che! imagination can with great / facility range the 
ce ide field of Nature, contemplate an infinite va - 
ſety of objects, and, by obſerving the ſimilitude 
« and diſagreement of their ſeveral qualties, ſingle 
«out and abſtract, and then ſuit and unite, thoſe y 

* des Hpich will beſt ſerve its purpoſe. Hence | f 


ee begytiful allufions ſurpriſing metaphors, and ad- 3 
«mit ſentimentÞare always ready at hand: and 
ad whit 


tancy'is fall of images, c collected from in- 

« nugherab1c 4 and their, ifferent qualities, re- 

lation and habitudes, it eig at pleaſure dreſs a 

« com notion in a ſtrange ut becoming garb ; 

« by whigh, as before obſegyed, the ſame thought 

« will 2 25 new one, F the great delight and 

wonder of the hearer. W. at, we Call genius reſults 

« from this partfeular happy complexion in the firſt 

formation of perſon that enjoys 1 and is Na- 

(4 ture's gift, but diverſified by various ſpecific cha- 
K racters and Umitations, as ts active fire is h 
„and allayed * differen p poxtions of p ſegm, 
” *. or reduced and regulated Se contraſt of oppo- 

ſite ferments. Tberefats, as there happens in the 

4 compoſition of facetioug,,gemus a greater or leſs, - 

* — ſtill an inferior, * ſegehe of judgEment, and 

. „ prudence, one Man of wit Wi be varied and diſtin· 

1 0 guiſhed from another. 4 * WT: 
| In tligfſe Bays Ke took little care to propitiate the 
4 . wits; fox he ſcorns to avErt t bas malice at the ex- 
pence of virtue or truth m ; 
« Several, inv their books have many — 


* 


15 


FE ful ſtrokegyat religion in general; while 

4 e ae themſelyes pleaſant with the principles 
P 3 EE £1 
+ a * _& 


5 


RES * 
* 1 
* * | 
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& of the Chriſlian⸗ Of the laſt kind, this age has © 
« feen a moſt audacious example in the book in- v 
< titled A Tale of a Tub. Had chis writing been phb- Tn 


ce liſhed in a Pagan, or Popiſh nation, who are juſtly 
<« impatient of all indignity offered to the K 


& religion of their country, no doubt but t auhor 
ie would haveixeceived the puniſhment he deſerved. 
But the#fate of Wis impiot *buffoon is very dif. 
« ferent; for in a Proteſtant kingdom, 2 ons of 
te their civil an n immune be haz 9 
and the effects of p. 2 tey - 


only eſcaped 14 
« ſentment, but haWeen careſſed and patrantzed by 
and of all denagzi 


« perſons of great figui z 
« Violent party-men, differed Anallgth: 
particular re- 


« ſides, 1 175 eed in cheit turn to ſhaw? 
«« ſpect an riendihip to Wy inſolent derider of the | 
lat laſt the reputed vri- 


— 
9 


* worſhip of his country, 
cc ter is my only gone off with impunity, but triumphs 
e in his dignity and gm I do not knew 
cc that any inquiry or ſearch was ever made after this 1 
«writing, or that any reward was ever offered for tben 
„ diſcovery of the author; or that the infamous boo, 
© was ever condemnt to be burnt in publick : whe- 
te ther this proceedSj{r6m the exceſſive eſteem and 
* love that men in power, during the late reign. 
« had for wit, or theft defect of zeal and concern 
« for the Chriſtian religion, will be determined belt 
ge by. thoſe who are beſt or cha- 
0 raters, 
In another place „bsi becoming j 


IN 
* * 2 


* 


" renceofa godleſs Author, who has Þurleſqued a Pſalm. 
This author was ſuppoſed to be Pope, wh publiſhed 
a reward for any one that would produce the coiner 
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of the accuſation, but never denied it; aug was af- 
wards the perpetuſl a. SENIOR enemy of Black- 


more. 
One of his Eflays'1 is upon 


e Sn, which is 


.d by Wim ſa f to his O ſatisfaction that 
publiſhed the 1555 — in the ſame 
firſt in the Lay 

en in the Fusface t 
Oe 


then in the Eſſay; 
dical Tfatiſe on the 
paſſage, biete ede already 

exhibit, e I think it better 
3 and better expreſſed, than could be ex- 
Po the common ten | of his proſe: » 

e ſeveral cogpbinations of ſplenetick. 
els wy folly pro 


I wi 


N. an infinite variety of 
lyderſtanding | accommo - 


o the me 

« dation and alRance bt ween ſeveral virkües and vices. 
A gan equal diverſity in the diſpoſitions and 
I of mankind; whence it comes to paſs, 
© that as many monſttbus and abſurd productions are 
« found in the moral. as in the intellectual world. 

„ Howſgſurpriſing is it to obſerve, among the leaſt 
* culpable men, ſome whoſe, inds are attrackke by 
Heaven and Earth With a ſeeming equal force ;, 
+ * ſome who are proud of humility ; others who are 
d cenforiousſand uncharitahle, yet ſelf. deny ing and 
« devoutz ſome who join "contempt of the world 

| « withy ſordid Avarice; ; and others who preſerve a 
great degree of piety, with ill-nature and ungo- 
« verned paſſions ! Nor are ſtances of diz 
« mixture leſs frequent among b bad men, where we 

often with admiration, ſee perlons at once generous 

« Md unjuſt, impious lovers of their country, and 

66 * igitious heroes, good natured ſharpers, immoral 
PR P 4 4 men 


WE k: Li&a CK Mi Of; Ry Ec 
* men of honour, and libertines who will ſooner die 
** than change their religion; and though it is true 
e that repugnant coalitions oßſo high a degree are 
40 00 but ina part of mankind, yet none of the 
le maſs, either good or bad, „u 
as RE... from ſome abſurq m * | 
He abgpt this time (Aug 22, 
of the Electsof the lege \ 
ſoon after (Oct 1.) chgſen Cenſor, Ts Gems 41 Ne 
arrived | late, vhate he » ' las the reaſoriſbac; bis medical 


honours. w 
Having lugceeded ſo well in bis book n Kation. 
he great — th of all 


by which he eſtabliſhe 
t his Undertaking . un 


leſs he Tikewiſe ent 


for that putfſoſe added another poem on Redemption. 
He had likewiſe written, before —_ is - | 
books on the Nature,of Man. = 4 
Ihe lovers of — devotion have always wiſhe 
for a more happy metrical verſion than they have yet 
obtained of the book of Pſalnis : this wiſh 
of Blagkmore led him augratify ; and he pid 5 
(1721) A new Verfion the Pſalms of David, fitted 160 
uibe Tunes uſed in Churches; which being recom- 
mended by the archbiſhops and manyybilhops, ob- 
tained a licence for its admiſſion into publick wor- 
ſhip; but no admiſſion has it yet bet" Tn nar has 
it any right to come where Brady and T 7 have got 
poſſeſſion. Blackmore's name muſt be added to thoſe 
of many others, Who, by the ſame attempt, have ob- 
tained only the praiſe of meanin well. 
He was not yet deterred rom heroick® pothey'; ; 
there was another monarch of this Mangl, ſor he did 
* not 


Religion, he thou 
reed the truth of Rey@lation,; and 


+ 
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not fetch his heroes from foreign countries, whom he 
\ # conſidered as worthy. the Epick Muſe, and he digni- 
fied Alfred, (172 3 with twelve books. But the 
opinion of the nation was now ſettle ; a hero intro- 
ced by Blackmore was not likely to find either re 
ect or kindneſs; Alff took his place by Eliza in 
ſilence and darkneſs: benevolence was aſhamed to 
fayour, and malice was wealff of inſulting. Of his 
four Bpick Poems, the firſt | * aan _—_ and 
popularity as enraged the 
leaſt known enough to be dates the two laſt 
had nsither friends nor enemies. 

Cootempt is a kinq of gangrene, whichs if it ſeizes 

one 2 a character, Corrupts. all the reſt by de- 

grecs. ekmore, being deſpiſeg a poet, was in 
time lars as a phyſician ; his pkaQtice, which 
Was once invidiouſiy great, forſook him in the latter 
Part of bis life; but being by nature, or by principle, 
averſe, from idleneſs, he employed his unwelcome 
leiſute in writing books on phyſick, and teaching 
go cure thoſe whom he could himſelf cure no 
g I know not whether I can enumeratWll the 
treatiſes by which he has endeavoured to diffuſe the 
art of healing for there is ſcarcely àny diſtemper, 
of dreadful ame, which he has not taught the reader 
how to oppoſe. He has written on the ſmall-pox, 
Wi ithy, a vehement invective againſt inoculation; on 
conſumptig s, the ſpleen, the gout, the rheumatiſm, 
the king's-evil, the dropſy, the jaundice, the ſtone, 
the diabetes, and the plague. 

Of thoſe books, if I had read them, it could not be 
expected that I ſhould be able to give a critical ac- 
coupt, have been told that there is ſomething in 

* 8 them 


5 
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them of vexation and diſcontent, diſcoveredaby 2 
perpetual attempt to 5 degrade pbyfick from its ſubli · 
mity, and to repreſent it as attainable without much 
previous or Eagcomitant learning. By the trans 
fienthglances which I have thrown upon them, # 
have obſerved: an affected camtempt of the Ancients, 
andꝭ a ſupercilĩous derifion of tranſmitted knowledge. 
oy this indecent, arrogance the following quotation | | 
bis Preface to the Treatiſe on the Small pox "1 N 
7 with afford a ſpecime in which, when the reader 4 
finds, What I fear is true, that, when he was cenſur« pe] 
ing Hippocrates, fois know: the difference be- 1 * 
tween ' appori/m and  apaphthigin, he will not Pay, = 
much regard to his deen cone we 
cient learning. . | Reg 
As for this book of Aphotifins] it is like my 
$-lJord Bacon's of the ſame title, a book of j 7 2 
LOT A grave collection of trite and effting o f 
«© yations; of which, though mapy are . 1 FI. 
« certain, yet they ſignify nothing, and 5 % 
« diverſion, but n inſtruction 3 moſt of th being 


% mul inferior to the ſayings of the wiſe Mn of 

« Greece, which yet arc to low and mean, that we 
4 are entertaitied e. ry day with more valuable ſenti- # 

* metfts at the TH e- „ OP of mne * $ 

« learned meg. * 2 


Lam unwilling, een to leave him Weta 
diſgrace, and will l} therefore quote from n Pres 
face a pallage leſs reprehenſible. | 

“Some gentlemen” have. been difingenuous and 
48 unjuſt to me, by wreſting and foreing my meaning, 
in the Preface to another book, as if I condemned 
« and expoſed all learning, though they knew I de- 

7 = * « clared 


A 
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ce qqared that I greatly honoured and eſteemed all 
men of ſuperior literature and erudition; and that 
c J only undervalued falſe or ſuperficial learningythar 1 
. ſignifies nothing or the ſervice af mankind; and 
» #1 that as to phyfick, I expreſſſy -afirmed that learn 
* ing muſt be joined with native genius to make a 
66 phyſician of the firſt rank; but if thoſe talents are 

* te ſeparated, J aſſerted, and dosſlill inſiſt, that 2 

| 21 man of native ſagacity and diligence will prove a 
® & more able 00 uſeful. Practiſer, than a heavy no-" 
”" tional ſcholar, encuyþered with a _ of VE of 

x F ce ideas.” 

* He was not only pecan 3 php bud pro- Wo 'Z 
duct lkewiſe a workftof'a different kind; A true and = * 
impartial Hiſtory e the C onſpirany againſt King Wil- 
liam, of glorious Memory, in the” Tran 169 g. This I 
aye never ſeen, but ſuppoſe i it at leaſt @mpiled with 0 

Auesgrity. He engaged likewiſe in theologiggl con- 

„ tioverfy, and wrote, two books againſt the Arians; 

* u Prejudices 5 p/t the arg Hy pot beſis; and 

* Ufern Arians nm ed. Angth er of his works is 

Nallira] J. Heolagy, or Moral Duties confided apart 
From Paſitisk; with ſome Obſervaions gn the Defirable- 

4. and Neceſſity of a ee Revelation, This 

the laſt book that hp, ubliſhed. He left behind 

him The accompliſhed . Ns or gn Lay upon Divine 

Elaguence; Which was 1 17 his death by Mr. 

White of Nayland i in Eſſex, bo miniſter who at- 

tended his death · bed, and teflifieg the fervent piety 


P 


mY 
* 
** 


0 of his laſt hours, He died on the eighth c of FO * 
19: _ 
a BLACK: 


'*; * wits h 
, 


bim many eyes deſirous to ef] 


% who could not blame ane at an 


4, 


„ing books, His Ineratbre was, I think, but ſmall, 


could not boaſt of much critical knowledge, his migd 


4 
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BUACEMORE, 9 a enmity of the 

bm he provoked more by bis virtue than his 
dulieſs, has been expoſed to worſe treatment than 

he deſerved ; his name was (@ long uſed to point z 
every epigram upon dull writers, that it became at, #* 3 * 
laſt a bye Word of contempt: but it deſerves obſerva- * 1 
n, that malignity takes hold only bf his writings, 

and that his life paſſed without r&proach, even when 

Bis boldneſs of  reprehenfion — turned upon * & 
aye" which many, 
ubliſh. But thoſe ® ® 


forbear to praiſe, i . #2 
and therefore of his privat: life p* domeſtick cha- "x 
racter there are no | 17emortals, 


As an authogyhe may juſtly clatm the Gonours of 
magnanimity® The inceſſant attacks of his enemi 
whethexſerious or merry, are never diſcovered to h 
diſturbed his quiet, or to have leſſened his confiden be 


tongues would have mide ha 


1 


in biffiſelf : they neither awed him to filence nor to & 1 . 
caution; they neithhy provoked him to p:tulan®&, 45 
nor depreſſed him to complaint. While the diſtri- 
butors of literary fame ere endeavourinf# to depre- 
ciate an degrade him 5 ther deſpiſedb or defined 2 
IX 


them, Wrote om as 5 had witten before, and new 
turned aſide to qgicy E bjegyility, or repreſs the 
by confutation. N 

He depended with gen ſecurity on his own powers, 
and perhaps was for that reaſon leſs diligent in peruf· 


What he knew of antiquity, I ſuſpe& him to haye 
gathered from ,modern compilers : but, though he 


+ 3 


* 
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was ſtored with general principles, and he left mi- 
nute reſeazehes to thoſe whom, he conſidered as little 
n o1 ot; 41 tat Ms. 
With this diſpoſition be wrote maſt of hi# boehse, 
Having formed a magttficent Aatere he was careleſs 
ol particular and ſubordinfte elegances he ſtudied 
Ho nicetieg ofqySfification ; he waited for uf fglicities 
of tancy but Wught his firſt thoughts in Nis firſt 
werds in which they were preſented : nor does it 
appegr that he {Av beyond his own performances, or 
had ever elevated his 155 to that ideal perfection 
which every genius bort to excel j condemed always 
Aa to purſue, and neber overtake. In the firſt ſuggeſ- 
tlonssof his imiginatiqg he acquieſced; he thought 
them good, and dic not ſeek for better. His works 
may be read a long time witholt e occurrence 
of a ſingle line that ſtands promipent from the reſt. 
he poem on Creation has, however, the appear- 


- 


. 8 5 . Rs. 
| and of more circumſpection; it wants "—_ har- 
> mony of numbers, accuracy of thoüght, nor elegance 


„ 
2 ol diction: it has either been written with great care, 
or, What cannot be imagined of ſo long a work, with 
ſuch felicitygs made care leſs negeſſary. 

Its two ,gonſtituent parts are eee and de- 
ſeription. To reaſon in,yerſe, allowed to be dif- 
ficult; but Blackmore mot only feaſons in verſe, but 


very often reaſons poetically ; and finds the art of 

uniting ornament with ſirength/ and eaſe with cloſe- 

neſs. This is a ſkill which Pope might have con- 

1 deſcended to learn from him, when he needed it ſo 
g | much in his Moral Eſſays. * 

In his deſcriptions hoth of life and nature, the poet 

and the philoſopher happily co operate; truth is 


Cy 


* 
2 
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* * 8 X 


* 
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* 
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recommended by 3 and m_— dust by 
ain. * v 
* In the ſtructure and dider ofthe poem, not only 


abe greater Parts are propet! confecutive, but the 
didactick und. illustrative ee are ſo happily 


mingled, ear labour is eren by pleMore, and » %y 


n through a long ſucc eſſion of varie 
Jeinal — fu amental 


_ Non and of virtae, @ 5 


1 a 
of 1 
„ & 
* 40 2, N *% 1 EL, 
SS | * * Ba | | * 
& © * a 
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1 o as 
[2 f ; 4 
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25 W 
AS the heroick poems of Black re are now 


little read, it is thought proper to inſert, as agpeci. 7. 


men from Prince Arthur, the ſang of Ip f 
tioned by Molineux. | * . . 


2 


a by But that which ab with moſt py "_ 
* | Were noble ſtrai ins, by Mopas ſung th Y 
| Who to his hap in lofty verſe hg * 
F And through the ſecret maze of — rans'? 
He the Great ey: „that all thingy 
That the tumultuous 1 veel 2 
W hoſe nod diſpgs'd the jarring ſeed®to — 
nd made the Wirs of hoſtile Ato 
* is yr ings, We in ſruitful e * | 


* . eded from the Great Eternal Mindg | 
ams 4 his une chaufted ſpring of power, 
And, 


"2 0 1 * e is influence, endure. 
; y 1 {> He ſpr ad ce 


lean fields on high, é 
And arch'd — chambers of the vaulted ſky, 
ngk he, to ſuit their glory with their height, 
Adgorn'd giobes, that reel, as drunk with light, 
His hand Nected all the tuneful ſpheres, | 
He turn'd their orbs, and poliſh'd all the ſtars, > 
He fill'd the Sun's vaſt laqp with golden light, N 
And bid the ſilver Moon adorn the night, 
, | He ſprefd the airy Ocean without thores, 1 & 
> A & Where birds are wafted with their feather'd oars. * *. 
8 Then ſung the bard how the light vapours riſe ; 
" # From the warm earth, and cloud the ſmiling ſkies. 
He ſung how ſome, child in their airy flight, 
Fall ſcaticr'd down in pearly dew by night ; _ 
How ſome, rais'd higher, fit in ſecret ſteams 
* On the reflected poigts of bounding beams, | 
Till, child with "* they ſhade thꝰ etherial plain 1 
Then on the thirſty earth deſcend in rain; * 
+ | Hows * 


o 


| N 9 | * % + | - | 
# | * 4 — 1 
; 8 * * * 
* 8 Py * ** 


>. \ 6” = 


ome, Hoof parts a flight contexture nl 
© Sink hover ing YarSugh the air, in fleecy ſnow ; | 
Ho part is ſpun in filken threads, and clings. 
8 * Entangled in the sin glewy ſtrings; 37 
9 * How others ſta to ſtones, with ruſhing ſound 
| Fall from their cryſtal quarries to the ground; 
8 ſome are laid in trains, that kindled fly, 
ies hy night, about the iky ; 
fotnein blow with impetuous proc,” A 
And Earry ruin where they bend their courſe, ' |, © 
While conſpire to form a gentle breeze, 


© as and pla; anldng the trees; 
N ſome, @ rag'd, grow turbul "_- loud, 
Pent in 52 rc of a frowning Uh 
That cracks, as if the axis of the — 
Was broke, and Heaven's yo towers were 2 


hurl'd. 
He ſung how earth's wide ball, gen or — 5 
in the midſt on airy columns ſtand; * * oy * 
And how the ſoul of plants, in priſon held, 
And bound with flu uggiſh fetters, lies conceal” 
Till with the ſpring's warm beams, ſt releas 's 
From the dull weight, with which it la oppreſt, 
Its vigour ſpreads, and makes the teeming earth 
Heave up, and labour with the ſprouting birth: 
The active ſpirit freedom ſeeks in vain, | 
* ply works and twiſts a ſtronger chain; 6 
& 4 Irging its priſon's ſides to break a way, S$ + 
. t makes that wider, where tis forc'd to ſtay > * 
Till, having form'd its living houſe, it rears F 
Its head, din. tender plant appears. | 
Hence ſprings the oak, the beauty of the grove, ® _ 
W hoſe ſtately trunk fierce ſtorms can ſcarcely mae, | 
Hence grows the cedar, henceghe ſwelling vine 
* a= round the elm its purple eluſters twine. 


ence painted flowers the ſmiling gardens bleſs, 
Both with their fragrant ſcent and gaudy dreſs. 


3 s 4 =» | Hence 
bY + D 605 . N 
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Howes the white lily in full beauty — 
Hence the blue violet, and. bluſhing roſe. 
He ſung how ſun-· beams brood upon the earth, he” 
And in the glebe hatch ſuch a numerous birth; N 
Which way the genial warmth in Summer ſtorms 
Turns putrid vapours to a bed of worms; 
How rain, trans form'd by this prolifick@powe 
Falls from the clouds an animated ſhower. ®® . 
* He ſung the embryo's growth within the — 
And how the parts their various ſhapes aſſume. 
With what rare art the Monĩerous ſtructure s wrought, 
From one crude maſs to ſuch perfection EA i 
ä * hat no part uſeleſs, none miſplac'd we ſee, * 
VMone are forgot, and more would monſtrous * "A 3 


Sis 


VoL. X. 


= | * 236) 


| 
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* >" t 

HE brevity with which I am to write the ac- { 


count of ELIJTAH FENTON, is not the 
effect of indifference or negligence. I have ſought 0 
intelligence among his relations in his native country, I 
but have not obtained it. YL 
I 

] 


He was born near Newcaſtle in Staffordſhire, of an 
ancient family 95 whoſe eſtate was very conſiderable; 
” * but | | 


* He was born at Shelton, near Newcaſtle, May 20, 1683; 
and was the youngeſt of eleven children of John Fenton, an at- t 
torney at law, and one of the coroners for the county of Stafford. 
His father died in 1694; and his grave, in the church-yard of 
Stoke upon Trent is diſtinguiſhed, by the A elegant Latin 
anſcription from the pen of his ſon ; 
H. S. E. 
JoaxxES FenTON 
de Shelton 
antiqua ſtirpe generoſus; 
juxta reliquias conjugis 
"ION CATHARINE 
forma, moribus, pietate, 
optimo vio digniſſimæ: . 
3 © 7 | gl 
intemeratà in ecclefiam fide, th 
et virtutibus intaminatis enituit z 


D 


necnon 


D 
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| but he was the youngeſt of twelve children, and 


being therefore neceſſarily deſtined to ſome lucrative 


employment was ſent firſt to ſchool, and afterwards 


to Cambridge *, but, with many other wiſe and 
other virtuous. men, who at that time of diſcord and 


debate conſulted conſcience, whether well or ill in- 


formed, more than intereſt, he doubted the legality 
of the government, and refuſing to qualify himſelf 
for publick employment by the oaths required, left 
the univerſity without a degree; but I never heard 
that the enthuſiaſm of oppoſition impelled him to 
ſeparation from the Church. 

By this perverſeneſs of integrity he was driven out 
a commoner of Nature, excluded from the regular 

modes of profit and profoetity, and reduced to pick 
up a livelihood uncertain and fortuitous ; but it 
muſt be remembered that he kept his name unſul- 
hed, and never ſuffered himſelf to be reduced, like 
too many of the ſame ſect, to mean arts and diſho- 
nourable ſhifts. Whoever mentioned F enton, men · | 
tioned him with honour. 


necnon ingenii lepore 
bonis artibus expoliti, 
ac animo erga omnes benevolo, 
fibi ſuiſque jucundus vixit. 
Decem annos uxori dilectæ ſuperſtes 
magnum ſui deſiderium bonis 
omnibus reliquit, 
Hs 1 1694, 
ætatis ſuæ 56. 
See Gent. Mag. 1591, vol. LXI. p. 703. N. 
* He was entered of Jelus College, and took a Bachelor's de- 
gree in 1704; but it appears by the liſt of Cambridge graduates 
that he removed in 1726 to Trinity Hall, N. 
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The life that paſſes in penury, muſt neceſſarily 
paſs in obſcurity. It is impoſſible to trace Fenton 
from year to year, or to diſcover what means he uſed 
for his ſupport. He was a while ſecretary to Charles 
earl of Orrery in Flanders, and tutor to his young 
ſon, who afterwards mentioned him with great eſteem . 
and tenderneſs. He was at one time aſſiſtant in the 
ſchool of Mr. Bonwicke in Surrey; and at another 
kept a ſchool for himſelf at Sevenoaks in Kent, 
which he brought into reputation; but was perſuaded 
to leaye it (1710) by Mr. St. John, with promiſes of 


a more honourable employment. 


His opinions, as he was a Nonjuror, ſeem not to 


| have been remarkably rigid. He wrote with great 


zeal and affection the praiſes of queen Anne, and 
very. willingly and liberally extolled rhe duke of 
Marlborough, when he was (1707) at the dale of 


his glory. 


He expreſſed ſtin more attention to Marlborough | 
and his family by an elegiack Paſtoral on the mar- 
quis of Blandford, which could be prompted only 
by reſpect or kindneſs; for neither the duke nor 
dutcheſs defired the praiſe, or liked the coſt of pa- 
tronage. 

The elegance of his Poetry entitled him to the 


company of the wits of his time, and the amiable- 


neſs of his manners made him loved wherever he was 


known. Of his friendſhip to Southern and Pope 


there are laſting monuments, 
Ee publiſhed in 1707 a collection of poems. 
By Pope he was once placed in a ſtation that might 
have been of great advantage. Craggs, when he 
was advanced to be ſecretary of ſtate (about 1720), 
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feeling his want of literature, deſired Pope to pro- 
cure him an inſtructor, by whoſe help he might 
ſupply the deficiencies of his education. Pope re- 
commended Fenton, in whom Craggs found all that 
he was ſeeking, There was now a proſpect of eaſe 
and plenty, for Fenton had merit, and Craggs had 
generofity : but the ſmall-pox ſuddenly put an end 
to the pleaſing expectation. 

When Pope, after the great ſucceſs of his had, 
undertook the Odyſſey, being, as it ſeems, weary of 
tranflating, he determined to engage auxiliaries, 
Twelve books he took to himſelf, and twelve he 
diſtributed between Broome and Fenton: the books 
allotted to Fenton were the firſt, the fourth, the 
nineteenth, and the twentieth. It is obſervable, that 
he did not take the eleventh, which he had before 
tranſlated into blank verſe; neither did Pope claim 
it, but committed it to Broome. How the two aſſo- 
ciates performed their parts is well known to the 
readers of poetry, who have never been able to diſtin- 
guiſh their books from thoſe of Pope. 

In 1723 was performed his tragedy of Mariamne; 
to. which Southern, at whoſe houſe it was written,, 
is ſaid to have contributed ſuch hints as his theatri- 
cal experience ſupplied. When it was ſhewn to Cib- 
ber, it was rejected by him, with the additional in- 
ſolence of adviſing Fenton to engage himſelf in ſome 
employment of honeſt labour, by which he might 
obtain that ſupport which he could never hope from 
his poetry. The play was acted at the other theatre; 
and the brutal petulance of Cibber was confuted, 
though, perhaps, not ſhamed, by general applauſe. 
| Fenton's profits are ſaid to have amounted to near 


44 a thou 
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a thouſand pounds, with which he diſcharged; a debt 
contracted by his attendance at court. 

Fenton ſeems to have had ſome peculiar ſyſtem 


of verſiſication. Mariamne is written in lines of ten 
ſyllables, with few of thoſe redundant terminations 


which the drama not only admits but requires, as 


more nearly approaching to real dialogue. The te- 
nor of his verſe is ſo uniform that it cannot be 
thought caſual; and yet upon what principle he fo 
conſtructed it, 1s difficult to diſcover, 

The mention of his play brings to my mind a very 
trifling occurrence. Fenton was one day in the com- 
pany of Broome his affociate, and Ford, a clergy- 
man, at that time. too well known, whoſe abilities, 
inſtead of ' furniſhing convivial merriment to the vo- 
luptuous and diffolute, might have enabled him ta 
excel among the virtuous and the wiſe. They de- 

termined all to ſee the Merry Wives of Windſor, which 
was acted that night; and Fenton, as a dramatick 
poet, took them to the ſtage-door; where the door- 
keeper enquiring who they were, was told that they 
were three very neceſſary men, Ford, Broome, and 
Fenton. The name in the play, which Pope aber 
to Brook, was then Broome. 

It was perhaps after this play that he undertook 
to reviſe the punctuation of Milton's Poems, which, 
as the author neither wrote the original copy nor 
corrected the preſs, was ſuppoſed capable of amend- 
ment. To this edition he prefixed a ſhort and ele- 
gant account of Milton's life, written at once with 
tenderneſs and integrity. 

He publiſhed likewiſe (1729) a very ſplendid edi- 
tion of Waller, with notes often uſeful, often enter- 


taining, 
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taining, but too much extended by long quotations 
from Clarendon, Illuftrations drawn from a book fo 


 eafily conſulted, ſhould be made by reference rather 
than tranſcription. 


The latter part of his life was calm 15 pleaſant. 


The relict of Sir William Trumbull invited him, 


by Pope's recommendation, to educate her ſon; 


whom he firſt inſtructed at home, and then attended 
to Cambridge. The lady afterwards detained him 
with her as the auditor of her accounts. He often 
wandered to London, and amuſed himſelf with the 
converſation of his friends. 

He died in 1730, at Eaſthampſtead in Berkſhire, 
the ſeat of lady Trumbull; and Pope, who had 
been always his friend, honoured him with an epitaph, 
of which he borrowed the two firſt lines from Cra- 
ſhaw, 


Fenton was tall and bulky, inclined to corpulence, 


which he did not leflen by much exerciſe; for he 


was very ſluggiſh and fedentary, roſe late, and when 
he had riſen, ſat down to his book or papers. A 
woman that once waited on him in a lodging, told 
him, as ſhe ſaid, that he would “ lie a-bed, and be 
fed with a ſpoon.” This, however, was not the 
worit that might have been prognoſticated; for Pope 
ſays, in his Letters, that “ he died of indolence;“ 
bur his immediate diſtemper was the gout. 

Of his morals and his converſation the account is 
uniform: he was never named but with praiſe and 
fondneſs, as a man in the higheſt degree amiable and 


excellent. Such was the character given him by the 


earl of Orrery, his pupil; ſuch is the teſtimony of 


Q 4 Pope 


- 
— 
OY ts Pn he 


4 1 2 — 
* ws 
he ts * "= 2282 
— E x" 5 
E 3 ——— Hä—— — — of TH 4 
a * r ” mo - 


—_ 


r 
* 


. 
2 e 
2 * oY — * 5 by = 
— 2 
> ——_- 


| FE N: 7: ON 


Pope; and ſuch were the ſuffrages of all who could 
| boaſt of his acquaintance. 

By a former writer of his Life a ſtory is told, 
which ovght not to be forgotten. He uſed, in the 
latter part of his time, to pay his relations in the 
country an yearly vifit. At an-entertainment made 
for the family by his elder brother, he obſerved, 
that one of his ſiſters, who had married unfortu- 
nately, was abſent; and found, upon enquiry, that 
diſtreſs had made her thought unworthy of invitation. 
As ſhe was at no great diſtance, he refuſed to fit at 
the table till ſhe was called, and, when ſhe had'taken 
her place, was careful to ſhew her particular atten- 
tion. | | 
His collection of poems is now to be conſidered. 
The ode to the Sun is written upon a common plan, 
without uncommon ſentiments; but its greateſt fault 
is its length. No poem ſhould be long of which 
the purpoſe is only to firike the fancy, without en- 
lightening the underſtanding by precept, ratioci« 

nation, or narrative, A blaze fuſt pleaſes, and then 
tires the fight. 

Of PFhorelio it is ſufficient to ſay, that it is an oc« 
cafional paſtoral, which implies ſomething neither 
natural nor artificial, neither comick nor ſerious. 

The next ode is irregular, and therefore defective. 
As the ſentiments are pious, they cannot eaſily be 
new; for what can be added to topicks on which 
ſucceſhve ages have been cmployed ! 

Of the Paraphraſe on Iſaiah nothing very favourable 
can be ſaid. Sublime and ſolemn proſe gains little 
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by a change to blank verſe; and the paraphraſt has 
deſerted his original, by admitting 1 _—_ not Alia» 
tick, at leaſt not Judaical; | 


- Returning Peace, 
Dove-eyed, and rob'd in white— 


Of his petty poems ſome are very trifling, without 


any thing to be praiſed either in the thought or 
expreſſion. He is unlucky in his competition; he 
tells the ſame idle tale with Congreve, and does not 
tell it ſo well. He tranſlates from Ovid the ſame 
epiſtle as Pope; bur I am afraid not with equal 
| happineſs. 


To examine his performances one by one would | 


be tedious. His tranſlation from Homer into blank 
verſe will find few readers, while another can be had 
in rhyme. The piece addreſſed ro Lambarde is no 
diſagreeable ſpecimen of epiſtolary poetry; and his 


ode to the lord Gower was pronounced by Pope the 


next ode in the Engliſh language to Dryden's Cecilia, 
Fenton may be juſtly ſtyled an excellent verſifier and 
# gone poet. 
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WH A TEVER TI have faid of Fenton is con- 
firmed by Pope in a letter, by which he communis 
Cated to Broome an account of his death. 


T 0 
The Rev*. Mr. BR OOME 
At PuLnam, near HARLESTONE 


A Nor 

[By Bxcerxs Big. SUFFOLKE 

D=* SIR. 

Intended to write to you on this 3 ſub- 

ject, the death of Mr. Fenton, before y-“ came; 
but ſtay'd to have informd myſelf & you of ye cir- 
cumſtances of it. All I hear i is, that he telt a Gra- 
dual Decay, tho ſo carly in Life, & was declining 
for 5 or 6 months. It was not, as I apprehended, 
the Gout in his Stomach, but I believe rather a 
Complication firſt of Groſs Humours, as he was na- 
turally corpulent, not diſcharging themſelves, as. he 
uſed no ſort of Exerciſe. No man better bore y* 
approaches of his Diſſolution (as I am told) or with 
Jeſs oſtentation yielded up his Being. The great 
Modeſty weh you know was natural to him, and y* 
great Contempt he had for all Sorts of Vanity & 
Parade, never appearcd more than in his laſt mo- 
ments: Re had a conſcious Satisfaction (no doubt) in 


acting right, in feeling himſelf honeſt, true, & un- 


pretending to more than was his own. So he dyed, as 
be lived, with that ſecret, yet ſufficient, Contentment. 

As to any Papers left behind him, I dare fay they 
can be but few; for this reaſon, He never wrote out 
of Vanity, or thought much of the Applauſe of Men. 


1 know 
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J know an Inſtance where he did his utmoſt to con- 
ceal his own merit that way; and if we Join to this 
his natural Love of Eaſe, I fancy we muſt expect 


little of this ſort : at leaſt I hear of none except ſome 


few further remarks on Waller (wel his cautious in- 
tegrity made him leave an order to be given to Mr. 
Tonſon) and perhaps, tho tis many years fince I ſaw 
it, a Tranſlation of y* firſt Book of Oppian. He 
had begun a Tragedy of Dion, but made ſmall pro- 
greſs in it. 

As to his other Affairs, he dyed poor, but honeſt, 
leaving no Debts, or Legacies; except of a few pd 
to Mr. Trumbull and my Lady, in token of TORY 
Gratefulneſs, & mutual Eſteem, 

I ſhall with pleaſure take upon me to draw this 


amiable, quiet, deſerving, unpretending Chriſtian, 
and Philoſophical character, in His Epitaph. There 


Truth-may be ſpoken in a few words: as for Flouriſh, 


& Oratory, & Poetry, I leave them to younger and 


more lively Writers, ſuch as love writing for writing 
ſake, & wa rather ſhow their own Fine Parts, y 
Report the valuable ones of any other man. So the 
Elegy I renounce, 

I condole with you from my heart, on the loſs of 
ſo worthy a man, and a Friend to us both. Now he 


is gone, I muſt tell you he has done you many a good- 


office, & ſet your character in the faireſt light to 


ſome who either miſtook you, or knew you not. I 


doubt not he has done the ſame for me. | 

Adieu: Let us love his Memory, and profit by 
his example. I am very fincerely 

Dx SIR 
Your affectionate 
& real Seryant 
Aus. 29th, 1730, A FOFE 
G A Y, 
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OHN GAY, deſcended from an old family that 
had been long in poſſeſſion of the manour of * 
Goldworthy in Devonſhire, was born in 1688, at or 
near Barnſtaple, where he was educated by Mr. Luck, 
who taught the ſchool of that town with good repu- 
tation, and, a little before he retired from it, pub- 
liſhed a volume of Latin and Engliſh verſes. Under 
ſuch a maſter he was likely to form a taſte for poetry. 
Being born without proſpect of hereditary riches, 
he was ſent to London in his youth, and placed ap- 
prentice with a filk-mercer. 

How long he continued behind the counter, or 
with what degree of ſoftneſs and dexterity he received 
and accommodated the Ladies, as he probably took 
no delight in telling it, is not known. The report 
is, that he was ſoon weary of either the reſtraint or 
ſervility of his occupation, and eafily perſuaded his 
maſter to diſcharge him. 


* Geldworthy dees not appear in the Villare. Pr. J. 
The 


G AY. 237 


The dutcheſs of Monmouth, remarkable for in- 
flexible perſeverance in her demand to be treated as 
a princeſs, in 1712 took Gay into her ſervice as ſe- 
cretary: by quitting a ſhop for ſuch ſervice, he might 
gain leiſure, but he certainly advanced little in the 
boaſt of independence. Of his leiſure he made ſo 
good uſe, that he publiſhed next year a poem on 
Rural Sports, and inſcribed it to Mr. Pope, who was 
then riſing faſt into reputation. Pope was pleaſed 


with the honour; and when he became acquainted - 


with Gay, found ſuch attractions in his manners and 
converſation, that he ſeems to have received him into 
his inmoſt confidence; and a friendſhip was formed 
between them which laſted to their ſeparation by 
death, without any known abatement on either part. 
Gay was the general favourite of the whole aſſocia- 
tion of wits; but they regarded him as a play- fellow 
rather than a partner, and en Aim with more 


fondneſs than reſpect. _ 
Next year he publiſhed The Shepherd's Week, fix 


Engliſh paſtorals, in which the images are drawn 
from real life, ſuch as it appears among the ruſticks 


in parts of England remote from London. Steele, 


in ſome papers of the Guardian, had praiſed Am- 
broſe Philips, as the Paſtoral writer that yielded only: 
to Theocritus, Virgil, and Spenſer. Pope who had 
alſo publiſhed Paſtorals, not pleaſed to be overlooked, 


drew up a compariſon of his own compoſitiens with 
thoſe of Philips, in which he covertly gave himſelf 


the preference, while he ſeemed to diſown it. Not 
content with this, he is ſuppoſed to have incited Gay 


to write The Shepherd's Week, to ſhew, that if it be 


neceffary to copy nature with minuteneſs, rural life 


muſt 
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muſt be exhibited ſuch as groſſneſs and ignoratice 
have made it. So far the plan was reaſonable; bur 


the Paſtorals are introduced by a Proeme, written 
with ſuch imitation as they could aftain of- obſolete 


language, and by conſequence in a ſtyle that wag 


never ſpoken nor written in any language or in any 
place. 

But the effect of reality and truth became conſpi- 
cuous, even when the intention was to ſhew them 
groveling and degraded. Thbeſe Paſtorals became 


popular, and were read with delight as juſt repre- 


ſentations of rural manners and occupations, by thoſe 
who had no intereſt in the rivalry of the Fe nor 
knowledge of the critical diſpute, 

In 1713 he brought a comedy called 7 be Wife of 
Bath upon the ftage, but it received no applauſe: he 
printed it, however; and ſeventeen years-after, hay- 
ing altered it, and, as he thought, adapted it more 
to the publick taſte, he offered it again to the town; 
but, though he was fluſhed with the ſucceſs of the 
Beggar's Opera, had the mortification to ſee it n 

rejected. 
Inn the* laſt year of queen Anne's life, Boy: wag 

1 ſecretary to the earl of Clarendon, ambaſſador 
to the court of Hanover. This was a ſtation that 
naturally gave him hopes of kindneſs from every 
party; but the queen's death put an end to her fa- 
vours, and he had dedicated his Shepherd's Week to 
Bolingbroke, which Swift confidered as the crime 
that obſtructed all kindneſs from the houſe a Ha- 


nover. 
Hie did not, raniever, omit to improve the right 
which his office had given him to the notice of the 
royal 


os 
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Toyal family. On the arrival of the princeſs" of 
Wales, he wrote a poem, and obtained ſo much fa- 
your, that both the prince and princeſs went to ſee 
his What d'ye call it, a kind of mock-tragedy, in 


which the images were comick, and the action grave; 


ſo that, as Pope relates, Mr. Cromwell, who could 
not hear what was ſaid, was at a loſs how to recon- 
eile the laughter of the audience with the ſolemnity 
of the ſcene. | 

Of this performance the value certainly is but 
little; but it was one of the lucky trifles that give 
pleaſure by novelty, and was ſo much favoured by 
the audience, that envy appeared againſt it in the 
form of criticiſm; and Griffin, a player, in conjunc= 
tion with Mr. Theobald, a man afterwards more re- 


markable, produced a pamphlet called The Key Io 
the What d' ye call it; which, ſays Gav, ** calls me 


ce a blockhead, and Mr. Pope a knave.” 


But Fortune has always been inconſtant. Not 


long afterwards (1717) he endeavoured to entertain 
the town with Three Hours after Marriage; a comedy 


written, as there is ſufficient reaſon for believing, by 


the joint aſſiſtance of Pope and Arbuthnot. One 
purpoſe of it was to bring into contempt Dr. Wood- 
ward the Foſſiliſt, a man not really or juſtly con- 
temptible. It had the fate which ſuch outrages de- 
ſerve: the ſcene in which Woodward was dire&ly 
and apparently ridiculed, by the introduction of 'a 
mummy and a crocodile, diſguſted the audience, 
and the performance was driven off the ſtage with 
general condemnation. 14d 

Gay is repreſented as a man eaſily incited to hope, 
and deeply depreſſed when his hopes were diſap- 
pointed, 
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pointed. This is not the character of a hero; but 
it may naturally imply ſomething more generally wel. 
come, a ſoft and civil companion. Whoever is apt 
to hope good from others is diligent to pleaſe them; 
but he that believes his powers ſtrong enough to 


force their own way, en; tries only to pleaſe 
himſelf. 


He had been fimpie r to imagine that thoſe 


who laughed at the What d'ye call it would raiſe the 
fortune of its author; and, finding nothing done, 
ſunk. into dejection. His friends endeavoured to di- 
vert him. The earl of Burlington ſent him (1716) 
into Devonſhite; the year after, Mr. Pulteney took 
him to Aix; and in the following year lord Harcourt 
invited him to his ſeat, where, during his viſit, two 
rural lovers were killed with lightning, as is * 
larly told in Pope's Letters. 

Being now generally known, he poblibeg (1720) 
his Poems by ſubſcription with ſuch ſucceſs, that he 


raiſed a thouſand pbunds; and called his friends to 


a conſultation, what uſe might be beſt made of it. 
Lewis, the ſteward of lord Oxford, adviſed him to 
intruſt it to the funds, and live upon the intereſt; 
Arbuthnot bade him to intruſt it to Providence, and 
live upon the principle; Pope directed him, and 
was ſeconded by Swift, to purchaſe an annuity. 
Gay in that diſaſtrous year * had a preſent: from 
young Craggs of ſome South-ſea ſtock, and once 
ſuppoſed: himſelf to be maſter of twenty: thouſand 
pounds. His friends perſuaded him to ſell his ſhare; 
but he dreamed of dignity and fplendour, and could 
not bear to obſtru@ his own fortune. He was then 
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zin portuned to ſell as much as would purchaſe an 
hundred a year for life, which,” ſays Fenton, 
ec will make you ſure of a clean ſhirt and a ſhoulder 
cc of mutton every day.” This counſel was rejected: 
the profit and principal were loſt, and Gay ſunk 
under the calamity ſo low that his life became in 
danger. 
By the care of his friends, among whom Pope 
appears to have ſhewn particular tenderneſs, his 
health was reſtored ; and, returning to his ſtudies, 
he wrote a tragedy called The Captives, which he 
was invited to read before the princeſs of Wales. 
When the hour came, he ſaw the princeſs and her 
ladies all in expectation, and advancing with reve- 
rence, too great for any other attention, ſtumbled at 
a ſtool, and falling forwards threw down a weighty 
Japan fcreen, The princeſs ſtarted, the ladies 
ſcreamed, and poor Gay, after all the diſturbance, 
was ſtill to read his play. 

The fate of The Captives, which was acted at 


Drury-Lane in 17234, I know not; but he now 


thought himſelf in favour, and dndtrtook (1726) 
to write a volume of Fables for the improvement of 
the young duke of Cumberland. For this he is 
faid to have been promiſed a reward, which he had 
doubtleſs magnified with all the wild expectations or 
indigence and vanity. 

Next year the prince and princeſs became king 
and queen, and Gay was to be great and happy; but 
on the ſettlement of the houſehold he found himſelf 


It was acted ſeven nights. The Author's third night was 
by command of their Royal Highneſſes. R. 
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appointed gentleman uſher to the princeſs Louiſa. 
By this offer he thought himſelf infulted, and ſent 
a meflage to the queen, that he was too old for the 
place. There ſeem to have been many machinations 
employed afterwards in his favour; and diligent 
court was paid to Mrs. Howard, afterwards counteſs 
of Suffolk, who was much beloved by the king and 
queen, to engage her intereſt for his promotion; 
but ſolicitations, verſes, and flatteries, were thrown 
away; the lady heard them, and did nothing. 

All the pain which he ſuffered from neglect, or, 
as he perhaps termed it, the ingratitude of the court, 
may be ſuppoſed to have been driven away by the 
unexampled ſucceſs of the Beogar's Opera, This 
play, written in ridicule of the muffcal Italian Drama, 
was firſt offered to Cibber and his brethren at Drury- 
Lane, and rejected; it being then carried to Rich, 
| had the effect, as was ludicreuſty ſaid, 4 making 
Gay rich, and Rich gay. 

Of this lucky piece, as the reader cannot but wiſh 
to know the original and progreſs, 1 have inſerted 
the relation which Spence has given in Pope's words. 

„% Dr. Swift had been obſerving once to Mr. Gay, 


„What an odd pretty fort of a thing a Newgate Faſto- 


& ral might make. Gay was inelined to try at ſuch a 
%a thing for ſome time; but afterwards thought it 
cc would be better to write a comedy on the ſame 
„ plan. This was what gave riſe to the Beggar's 
Opera. He began on it; and when firſt he men» 
cc tjoned it to Swift, the Doctor did not much like 


the project, As he carried it on, he ſhewed what 


re he wrote to both of us, and we now and then 


6 gave a correction, or a word or two of advice; 
but 
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* but it was wholly of his own writing. When it 
& was done, neither of us thought it would ſucceed. 
« We ſhewed it to Congreve; who, after reading 
ce jt over, ſaid, It would either take greatly, or be 
cc damned e dect were all, at the firſt 
© night of it, in great uncertainty of the event; till 
„ we were very much encouraged by overhearing 
« the duke of Argyle, who ſat in the next box to 
de us, ſay, It will doit muſt do! I ſee it in the 
© eyes of them.“ This was a good while before the 
& firſt act was over, and ſo gave us eaſe ſoon; for 
© that duke (beſides his own good taſte) has a par- 
© ticular knack, as any one now living, in diſco- 
« vering the taſte of the publick. He was quite 
right in this, as uſual; the good- nature of the 


« audience appeared ſtronger and ſtronger every act, 


& and ended in a clamour of applauſe.” 
Its reception is thus recorded in the notes to the 
Dunciad: | 
« This piece was received with greater applauſe 


« than was ever known. Befides being acted in Lon- 
& don fixty-three days without interruption, and 


ce renewed the next ſeaſon with equal applauſe, it 
« ſpread into all the great towns of England; was 
ce played in many places to the thirtieth and fortieth 
« time; at Bath and Briſtol fifty. &c. It made its 
« progreſs into Wales, Scotland, and Ireland, where 
<« jt was performed twenty-four days ſaccelivaly. 
c The ladies carried about with them the favourite 
c ſongs of it in fans, and houſes were furniſhed 
< with it in ſcreens, The tame of it was not con- 
ce fined to the author only. The perſon who acted 
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<« Polly, till then obſcure, became all at once the 
favourite of the town; her pictures were en- 
e graved, and ſold in great numbers; her Life 
&« written, books of letters and verſes to her. pub- 
& liſhed, and pamphlets made even of her ſayings and 
& jeſts. Furthermore, it drove out of England (for 
ce that ſeaſon) the Italian Opera, which had carried 
e all before it for ten years.” 

Of this performance, when it was printed, the 
reception was different, according to the different 
opinion of its readers. Swift commended it for 
the excellence of its morality, as à piece that 

&« placed all kinds of vice in the ſtrongeſt and moſt 
. odious light ;” but others, and among them 
Dr. Herring, afterwards archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
cenſured it as giving encouragement not only to 
vice but to crimes, by making a highwayman the 
hero, and diſmiſſing him at laſt unpuniſhed. It 
has been even ſaid, that, after the exhibition of the 
Beggar's Opera, the gangs of robbers were penny 
multiplied. 

Both theſe deciſions are ſurely exaggerated, The 
play, like many others, was plainly written only to 
divert, without any moral purpoſe, and is therefore 
not likely to do good; nor can it be conceived, with- 
out more ſpeculation than life requires or admits, to 
be productive of much evil. Highwaymen and 


houſe-breakers ſeldom frequent the play-houſe, or 


mingle in any elegant diverſion; nor is it poſſible 
for: any one to imagine that he may rob with 
ſafety, becauſe he ſees Macheath reprieved upon 
the ſtage. 

This 
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This objeQion however, or ſome other rather poli- 
tical than moral, obtained ſuch prevalence, that when 
Gay produced a ſecond part under the name of Polly, 

it was prohibited by the Lord Chamberlain; and he 

was forced to recompenſe his repulſe by a ſubſcrip- 
tion, which is ſaid to have been ſo liberally beſtowed, 
that what he called oppreſſion ended in profit. The* 
publication was ſo much favoured, that though the 
firſt part gained him four boodyed pounds, near 
thrice as much was the profit of the ſecond. 

He received yet another recompenſe for this ſup- 
poſed hardſhip, in the affectionate attention of the 
duke and dutcheſs of Queenſberry, into whoſe houſe 
he was taken, and with whom he paſſed the remain- 
ing part of his life. The * duke, confidering his 
want of ceconomy, undertook the management of his 
money, and gave it to him as he wanted it. But it 
is ſuppoſed that the diſcountenance of the Court ſunk 
deep into his heart, and gave him more diſcontent 
than the applauſes or tenderneſs of his friends could 
overpower, He ſoon fell into his old diſtemper, an 
| habitual colick, and languiſhed, though with many 
intervals of eaſe and chearfulneſs, till a violent 
fit at laſt ſeized him, and carried him to the grave, 
as Arbuthnot reported, with more precipitance than 
he had ever known. He died on the fourth of De- 
cember, 1732, and was buried in Weſtminſter Abbey. 
The letter, which brought an account of his death to 
Swift, was laid by for ſome days unopened, becauſe 
when he received it he was impreſt with the Precon- 


ception of ſome misfortune. 


* Spence. 
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After his death, was publiſhed a ſecond volume of 
Fables, more political than the former. His opera of 
Achilles was acted, and the profits were given to two 
widow fiſters, who inherited what he left, as his. law- 
ful heirs; for he died without a will, though he had 
gathered“ three thouſand pounds. There have ap- 
peared likewiſe under his name a comedy called the. 
Diftreft Wife, and the Rehearſal at Gotham, a piece of 


humour. 


The character given him by Pope & is this, that 
&© he was a natural man, without defign, who ſpoke 
& what he thought, and juſt as he thought it;“ and 
that he was of a timid mn and fearful of giving 
« offence to the great;” which caution however, 
ſays Pope, was of no avail, 

As a poet, he cannot be rated very high. He was, 
as I once heard a female critick remark, “of a 


lower order.“ He had not in any great degree the 


mens divinior, the dignity of genius. Much 6-400 
muſt be allowed to the author of a new ſpecies of 
compoſition, though it be not of the higheſt kind. 
We owe to Gay the Ballad Opera; a mode of comedy 
which at firſt was ſuppoſed to delight only by its no- 
velty, but has now by the experience of half a cen- 
tury been found ſo well accommodated to the diſpo- 
ſition of a popular audience, that it is likely to keep 
long poſſeſſion of the ſtage. Whether this new drama 
was the product of judgement or of luck, the praiſe 
of it muſt be given to the inventor; and there 


are many writers read with more reverence, to 


* Spence. 


whom 


whom ſuch merit or originality cannot be attri- 


buted. | 
His firſt performance, the Rural Sports, is ſuch as 
was eaſily planned and executed; it is never con- 


temptible, nor ever excellent. The Fun is one of 


thoſe mythological fictions which antiquity delivers 


ready to the hand, but which, like other things that 


lie open to every one's uſe, are of little value. The 
attention naturally retires from a new tale of Venus, 


Diana, and Minerva. 
His Fables ſeem to have been a favourite 


work; for having publiſhed one volume, he left 
another behind him. Of this kind of Fables, the 


author does not appear to have formed any diſtinct 
or ſettled notion. Phædrus evidently confounds 
them with Tales, and Gay both with Tales and 
Allegorical Proſopopeias. A Fable, or Apologue, ſuch 
as is now under conſideration, ſeems to be, in its 
genuine ſtate, a narrative in which beings irrational, 
and ſometimes inanimate, arbores loquuntur, non tan- 
tum ſeræ, are, for the purpoſe of moral inſtruction, 
feigned to act and ſpeak with human intereſts and 
paſſions. To this deſcription the compoſitions of 
Gay do not always conform. For a Fable he gives 
now and then a Tale, or an abſtracted Allegory ; 
and from forme, by whatever name they may be 
called, it will be difficult to extract any moral prin- 
ciple. They are, however, told with livelineſs; the 
verſification is ſmooth ; and the diction, though now- 
and-then a little conſtrained by the meaſure or the 


xbyme, is generally happy. 
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To Trivia may be allowed all that it claims; it is 
ſprightly, various, and pleaſant. The ſubject is of 
that kind which Gay was by nature qualified to adorn; 
yet ſome of his decorations may be juſtly wiſhed 
away. An honeſt blackſmith might have done for 
Patty what is performed by Vulcan. The appearance 
of Cloacina is nauſeous and ſuperfluous ; a ſhoe-boy 
could have been produced by the caſual cohabitation 

of mere mortals. Horace's rule is broken in both 
caſes; there is no dignus vindice nodus, no difficulty 
that required any ſupernatural interpoſition. A pat- 
ten may be made by the hammer of a mortal ; and a 
baſtard may be dropped by a human ſtrumpet. On 
great occaſions, and on ſmall, the mind is repelled 
by uſelefs and apparent falſehood. 

Of his little Poems the publick judgement ſeems 
to be right; they are neither much eſteemed, nor 
totally deſpiſed. The ſtory of the Apparition is bor- 
rowed from one of the tales of Poggio. Thoſe that 
pleaſe leaſt are the pieces to which Gulliver gave oc- 
caſion; for who can much delight in the echo of an 
unnatural fiction ? 

Dione.ts a counterpart to Amynta, and Paſtor Fido, 
and other trifles of the ſame kind, eaſily imitated, 
and unworthy of imitation, What the Italians call 
comedies from a happy concluſion, Gay calls a tra- 
gedy from a mourntul event; but the ſtyle of the 
Italians and of Gay is equally tragical. There is 
ſomething in the poetical Arcadia ſo remote from 
known reality and ſpeculative poſſibility, that we can 
never ſupport its repreſentation through a long work. 
A Paſtoral of an hundred lines may be endured ; but 

| who 


who will hear of ſheep and goats, and myrtle bowers 
and purling rivulets, through five acts? Such ſcenes 
pleaſe Barbarians in the dawn of literature, and chil- 
dren in the dawn of life; but will be for the moſt 
part thrown away, as men grow wile, and nations 
grow learned, | 
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F GEORGE GRANVILLE, or, as others 
write, Greenville, or Grenville, afterwards lord 
Landſdown of Biddeford in the county of Devon, leſs 
is known than his name and high rank might give 
reaſon to expect. He was born about 1667, the ſon 
of Bernard Greenville, who was entruſted by Monk 
with the moſt private tranſactions of the Reſtoration, 
and the grandſon of Sir Bevil Greenville, who died 
in the King's cauſe, at the battle of Landſdowne. 
His early education was ſuperintended by Sir Wil- 
ham Ellis; and his progreſs was ſuch, that before 
the age of twelve he was ſent to Cambridge *, where 
he pronounced a copy of his own verſes to the prin 
ceſs Mary d' Eſtè of Modena, then dutcheſs of York, 
when the viſited the univerſity. 


* FO Trinity College. By the univerſity regiſter it appears that 
he was admitted to his Maſter's Degree in 1679: we muſt, there- 
fore, ſet the year of his birth ſome years back, E. 


At 
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At the acceſſion of king James, being now at 
eighteen, he again exerted his poetical powers, and 
addreſſed the new monarch in three ſhort pieces, of 
which the firſt is profane, and the two others ſuch as 
a boy might be expected to produce; but he was 
commended by old Waller, who perhaps was pleaſed 
to find himſelf imitated, in fix lines, which, though 
they begin with nonſenſe and end with dulneſs, 


excited in the young author a ar of acknow- 
ledgement, 


In numbers ſuch as Waller's ſelf might uſe. 


It was probably about this time that he wrote the 
poem to the earl of Peterborough, upon his accump- 
liſbment of the duke of York's marriage with the 
princeſs of Modena, whoſe charms appear to have 
gained a ſtrong prevalence over his imagination, and 
upon whom nothing ever has been charged but im- 
prudent piety, an intemperate and nuſguided zeal for 
the propagation of Popery. 

However faithful Granville might have been to the 
King, or however enamoured of the Queen, he has 
left no reaſon for ſuppoſing that he approved either 
the artifices or the violence with which the King's 
religion was infinuated or obtruded. He endea- 
youred to be true at once to the King and to the 
Church. 

Of this regulated loyalty he bus tranſmitted to poſ- 
terity a ſufficient proof, in the letter which he wrote 
to his father about a month before the 2 of 
Orange landed. 5 
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«© Mar, near Doncaſter, Oct, 6, 1688. 


„To the honourable Mr. Barnard Granville, at the 
earl of Bathe's, St. James's. 


«SIR, 


« Your having no proſpect of obtaining a com- 
© miſſion for me, can no way alter or cool my defire 
« at this important juncture to venture my life, in 
« ſome manner or other, for my King and my Country. 

« I cannot bear living under the reproach of lying 
« obſcure and idle in a country retirement, when 
« every man who has the leaſt ſenſe of honour ſhould 
« be preparing for the field. | 

« You may remember, Sir, with what reluctance 
* 1 ſubmitted to your commands upon Monmouth's 
& rebellion, when no importunity could prevail with 
e you to permit me to leave the Academy: I was 
«© too young to be hazarded; but, give me leave 
«© to ſay, it is glorious at any age to die for 
& one's country, and the ſaoner the nobler the ſacrifice. 

« am now older by three years. My uncle Bathe 
© was not fo old when he was left among the 
cc ſlain at the battle of Newbury; nor you your- 
& ſelf, Sir, when you made your eſcape from your 
& tutor's, to join your brother at the defence of Scilly. 
FThe ſame cauſe has now come round about again. 
* The King has been miſlead; let thoſe who have 
* miſled him be anſwerable for it. Nobody can deny 
« but he is ſacred in his own perſon ; and it is every 
«© honeſt man's duty to defend it. 

« You are pleaſed to ſay, it is yet doubtful if the 
& Hollanders are rath enough to make ſuch an at- 
« tempt ; but, be that as it will, I beg leave to in- 


cc ſiſt 


ec fiſt upon it, that I may be preſented to his Ma- 
6 jeſty, as one whoſe utmoſt ambition is to devote his 
life to his ſervice, and my country's, after the ex- 
% ample of all my anceſtors. 

« 'The gentry aſſembled at York, to agree upon 
„ the choice of repreſentatives for the county, 
have prepared an addreſs, to aſſure his Majeſty 
« they are ready to ſacrifice their lives and for- 
tunes for him upon this and all other occaſions ; 
© but at the ſame time they humbly beſeech him to 
give them ſuch magiſtrates as may be agreeable to 
e the Jaws of the land; for, at preſent, there is no 
authority to which they can legally ſubmit, 

„They have been beating up for volunteers at 
« York, and the towns adjacent, to ſupply the re- 
« giments at Hull; but nobody will liſt, 

« By what I can hear, every body wiſhes well to 
the King; but they would be glad his miniſters were 
% hanged. 

« The winds continue ſo contrary, that no landing 
te can be ſo ſoon as was apprehended; therefore I 
«© may hope, with your leave and aſſiſtance, to be in 
cc readineſs before any action can begin. I beſeech 
cc you, Sir, molt humbly and moſt earneſtly, to add 
« this one act of indulgence more to ſo many other 
te teſtimonies which I have conſtantly received of your 
ce goodneſs ; and be pleaſed to believe me always, 
& with the utmoſt duty and ſubmiſſion, Sir, 


& Your moſt dutiful ſon, 
£ and moſt obedient ſervant, 


© GEO, GRANVILLE." 


Through 


234 U RANVII L E. 

Through the whole reign of king William te is 
ſuppoſed to have lived in literary retirement, and in- 
decd had for ſome time few other pleaſures but thoſe 
of ſtudy in his power. He was, as the biographers 
obſerve, the younger fon of a younger brother; a 
denomination by which our anceſtors proverbially 
exprefied the loweſt ſtate of penury and dependence. 
He is faid, however, to have preſerved himſelf at 
this tame from diſgrace and difficulties by ceconomy, 
which he forgot or neglected in life more advanced, 
and in better fortune. 

About this time he became ena mourod of the. 
counteſs of Newburgh, whom he has celebrated with 
ſo much ardour by the name of Mira. He wrote 
verſes: to her before be was three-and-twenty, and 
may be forgiven if he regarded the face more than 
the mind. Poets are tee in too much haſte to 
praiſe. 

In the time of his retirement it is probable that he 
compoſed his dramatick picces, the She-Gallants 
(acted be which he reviſed, and called Once à 
Lover, and alzcays à Lover; The Few of Venice, altered 
from Shakeſpeare” s Merchant of Venice (1698); 
Heroick Love, a tragedy (1701); The Britiſh En- 
chanters (1706), a dramatick poem; and Peleus and 
_ Thetis, a maſque, written to accompany The Jew of 
Venice. 

The comedies, which he has not printed in his 
own edition of his works, I never ſaw; Once a Lover, 
and always a Lover, is ſaid to be in a great degree in- 
decent and groſs. Granville could not admire with- 
out bigotry; he copied the wrong as well as the right 


from his maſters, and may be ſuppoſed to have 
7 learned 


Pa 
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learned obſcenity from Wycherley, as he learned 
mythology from Waller, 

In his Jer of Venice, as Rowe remarks, the cha- 
racter of SHylac is made comick, and we are prompted 
to laughter inſtead of deteſtation. 

It is evident that Heroic Love was written, and 
preſented on the ſtage, before the death of Dryden. 
It is a mythological tragedy, upon the love of Aga- 
memnon and Chryſeis, and therefore eafily ſunk into 
neglect, though praiſed in verſe by Dryden, am in 
proſe by Pope. 


It · is concluded by the wile Ulyſſes with this 
ſpeech : 


Fate holds the firings, and men like children move 
But as they re led; ſucceſs is from above. | 


At the acceſſion of queen Anne, having his for- 


tune improved by bequeſts from his father, and his 
uncle the earl of Bath, he was choſen into Par- 
liament for Fowey, He ſoon after engaged in 
a joint tranſlation of the Invectives againſt Philip, 
with a deſign, ſurely weak and puerile, of turn- 
ing the thunder of Demoſthenes upon the head of 
Lewis. 


He afterwards (in 1706) had his eſtate again aug- 


mented by an inheritance from his elder brother, 


Sir Bevil Granville, who, as he returned from the 


government of Barbadoes, died at ſea. He continued 
to ſerve in parliament; and in the ninth year of 
queen Anne was choſen knight of the Tire for 
Cornwall, 


At 
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At the memorable change of the miniſtry ( 15105 


he was made ſecretary at war, in the 1758 of Mr. 
Robert Walpole. 


Next year, when the violence of party made twelve 


peers in a day, Mr. Granville became Lord Lanſdown 
Baron Biddeford, by a promotion juſtly remarked to 
be not invidious, becauſe he was the heir of a family 


in which two peerages, that of the ear] of Bath and 


Jord Granville, of Potheridge, bad lately become ex- 
tint. Being now in the Queen's favour, he (1712) 
was appointed comptroller of the houſehold, and a 

rivy - counſellor ; and to his other honours was 
added the. Wohication of Pope's Windſor Foreſt. 
He was advanced next JOE to be treaſurer of the 


houfehold. : 
Of theſe favours he bon loſt all but his title; for 


at the acceſſion, of king George his place was given to 


the earl Cholmondele), and he was perſecuted with 


the reſt of his party. Having proteſted againſt the 
bill for attainting Ormond ind Bolingbroke, he was, 
after the inſurrection in Scotland, ſeized Sept. 26, 
1713, as a ſuſpected man, and confined in the Tower 
till Feb. 8, 1717, when he was at laſt releaſed, and 
reſtored to his feat in parliament ; where (1719) he 
made a, very ardent and animated ſpeech againſt the 
repeal of the Bill to prevent Occaſional Conformity, 


which, however, though it was then printed, he has 


not inſerted into his works. 
Some time afterwards (about 1722), being perhaps 
embarraſſed by his profuſion, he went into foreign 


countries, with the uſual pretence of recovering his 


health. In this ſtate of leiſure and retirement, he re- 


ceived the firſt volume of Burnet” s hiſtory, of which 


he 
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he cannot be ſuppoſed to have approved the general 
tendency, and where he thought himſelf able to de- 
tect ſome particular falſehoods. He therefore under- 
took the vindication of general Monk from ſome 
calumnies of Dr. Burnet, and ſome miſrepreſentations 
of Mr. Echard. This was anſwered civilly by Mr. 
Thomas Burnet and Oldmixon; and more roughly by 
Dr. Colbatch. 


His other hiſtorical performance is a defence of 


his relation Sir Richard Greenville, whom lord Cla- 
rendon has ſhewn in a form very unamiable. So much 
is urged in this apology, to juſtify many aCtions that 


have been repreſented as culpable, and to palliate 


the reſt, that the reader is reconciled for the greater 
part; and it is made very probable that Clarendon 
was by perſonal enmity diſpoſed to think the worſt of 
Greenville, as Greenville was alſo very willing to 


think the worſt of Clarendon. Theſe pieces were 


publiſhed at his return to England. 

hs Being now defirous to conclude his labours, and 
enjoy his reputation, he publiſhed (1732) a very 
beautiful and ſplendid edition of his works, in which 
he omitted what he diſapproved, and enlarged what 
ſeemed deficient, 


He now went to Court, and was „af vocab | 


by queen Caroline; to whom and to the princeſs 
Anne he preſented his works, with verſes on the 
| blank leaves, with which he concluded his poetical 
labours. 
He died in dre: Jan. 30, 173 5, hav- 
ing a few days before buried his wife, the lady Anne 
Villiers, widow to Mr. Thynne, by whom. he had 
four daughters, but no ſon. 
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Writers commonly derive their reputation from 


their works; but there are works which owe their re-. 
putation to the character of the writer. The publick 
ſometimes has its favourites, whom it rewards tor. 


one ſpecies of excellence with the honours due to an- 
other. From him whom we reverence for his bene. 
ficence we do not willingly withhold the praiſe of ge- 
nius; a man of exalted merit becomes at once an ac- 
eompliſhed writer, as a beauty finds no great diffi- 
eulty in paſſing for a wit. 


Granville was a man illuſtrious by his birth, * 


therefore attracted notice: fince he is by Pope ſtyled 
* the polite,” he muſt be ſuppoſed elegant in his 
manners, and generally loved: he was in times of 
conteſt and turbulence ſteady to his party, and ob- 
tained that eſteem which is always conferred upon 
firmneſs and conſiſtency. With thoſe advantages, 
having learned the art of verſifying, he declared 
himſelf a poet; and his claim to the laurel was 
allowed, 

But by a critick of a later generation, who takes up 
his book without any favourable prejudices, the 
Praiſe already received will be thought ſufficient; for 
his works do not ſhew him to have had much com- 
prehenfion from nature, or illumination from learn- 
ing. He ſeems to have had no ambition above the 
imitation of Waller, of whom he has copied the 
faults, and very little more. He is for ever amuſing 
himſelf with the puerilities of mythology ; his King 
is Jupiter, who, if the Queen brings no children, 
has a barren Juno. The Queen is compounded of 
Juno, Venus, and Minerva, His poem on the 


dutcheſs of Grafton's law-ſuit, after having rattled a 
while 
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while with Juno and Pallas, Mats and Aleides, Caf. . 
fiope, Niobe, and the Propetides, Hercules, Minos, 


and Rhadamanthus, at Aſt concludes 1 its 1 1 
ptofaneneſs. | 

His verſes to Mira, which + ars moſt ſtern 
mentioned, have little in them of either art or 'natute; 
of the ſentiments of a lover, or the language of a 
poet: there may be found, now and then, a happier 
effort; but they are commonly feeble and unaffecting, 
or forced and extravagant. 

His little pieces are ſeldom either ſprightly or ele- 
gant, either keen or weighty. They are trifles writ- 
ten by idleneſs, and publiſhed by vanity. But his 
Prologues and Epilogues have a juſt claim to praiſe. 

The Progreſs of Beauty ſeems one of his moſt ela- 
borate pieces, and 1s not deficient in ſplendour and 
gaiety; but the merit of original thought is wanting. 
Its higheſt. praiſe is the ſpirit with which he celebrates 
king James's conſort, when ſhe was a queen no longer. 
The Eſay on unnatural Flights in Poetry is not in- 

elegant nor injudicious, and has ſomething of vigour 
beyond moſt of his other performances : his precepts 
are juſt, and his cautions proper; they are indeed not 


new; but in a didactic poem novelty is to be ex- 


pected only in the ornaments and illuſtrations. His 
poetical precepts are accompanied with agreeable and 
inſtructive notes. 

The Maſque of Peleus and Thetis has here and there 
a pretty line: but it is not always melodious, and the 
concluſion is wretched, 

In his Britiſh Enchanters be has bidden defiance to 
all chronology, by confounding the inconſiſtent man- 
ners of different ages: but the dialogue has often the 

89 air 
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air of Dryden's rhyming plays; and his ſongs are 
lively, though not very correct. This is, I think, 
far the beſt of his works; for if it has many faults, 
it has likewiſe paſſages which are at leaſt pretty, 
though they do not riſe to any high degree of ex- 
cellence. | 
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HOMAS YALDEN, the fixth fon of Mr. 

John Yalden of Suſſex, was born in the city 
of Exeter in 1671. Having been educated in the 
_ grammar-ſchool belonging to Magdalen College in 
Oxford, he was in 1690, at the age of nineteen, 
admitted commoner of Magdalen Hall, under the 
tuition of Jofah Pullen, a man whoſe name is ſtill 
remembered in the vuniverfity, He became next 
year one of the ſcholars of Magdalen College, where 
he was diſtinguiſhed by a lucky accident. 

It was his turn, one day, to pronounce a decla- 
mation; and Dr. Hough, the prefident, happening 
to attend, thought the compoſition too good to be 
the ſpeaker's. Some time after, the doctor finding 
him a little irregularly buſy in the library, ſet him 
an exerciſe for puniſhment; and, that he might not 
be deceived by any artifice, locked the door. Yal- 
den, as it happened, had been lately reading on the 
ſubje& given, and produced with little difficulty a 


compoſition which ſo pleaſed the preſident, that he 
| S 3 told 
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told him his former ſuſpicions, and promiſed to fa- 
vour him. 

Among his contemporaries in the college were 
Addiſon and Sacheverell, men who were in thoſe 
times friends, and who both adopted Yalden to their 
intimacy. Yalden continued, throughout his life, 
to think as probably he thought at firſt, yet did 
not forfeit the friendſhip of Addiſon. 

When Namur was taken by king William, Yal- 
den made an ode, There was never any reign more 
celebrated by the poets than that of William, who 
had very littte regard for ſong himſelf, but hap- 
pened to employ miniſters who pleaſed themſelves 
with the praiſe of patronage. | 

Of this ode mention is made in a humourous poem 
of that time, called The Oxford Laureat; in which, 
after many claims had been made and rejected, al- 
den 1s repreſented as demanding the laurel, and as 
{ſp dalled ta bis trial, inſtead of receiving a re- 
_ : 


His crime was for being a felon in verſe, 
% And preſenting his theft to the king ; 

The ; firſt was a trick not uncommon or ſcarce, 
But the laſt was an impudent thing : 

Vet what he has ſtol'n was ſo little worth ſtealing, 
They forgave him the damage and coſt : 

Had heta'en the whole ode, as he took it piece-mealing, 

They had fin'd him but ten pence at moſt. 


T he poet whom he was charged with robbing was 
Congreve. 3 
He wrote another poem on the death of the duke 


af Glouceſter. 
| In 


© 
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In. 1710 he became fellow of the college; and 


next year, entering into Orders, was preſented by 
the ſociety with a living in Warwickſhire, confiſtent 
with the fellowſhip, and choſen lecturer of moral 
pbilotophy, a very honourable office. 


On the acceſſion of queen Anne he wrote another 


poem; and is ſaid, by the author of the Biographia, 
'to have declared bimſelf of the party who had the 


honourable diſtinction of High-churchmen. 
In 1706 he was received into the family of the 


duke of Beaufort. Next year he became doctor in 


divinity, and ſoon after refigned his fellowſhip and 
lecture; and, as a token of his gratitude, gave the 
college a picture of their founder. 

| He was made rector of Chalton and Cleanville, two 
adjoining towns and benefices in Hertfordſhire; and 
had the prebends, or ſinecures, of Deans, Hains, 
and Pendles, in Devonſhire. He had before“ been 
choſen, in 1698, preacher of Bridewell Hoſpital, 
upon the reſignation of Dr. Atterbury 4, 

From this time he ſeems to have Jed a quiet and 
inoffenſive life, till the clamour was raiſed about 
Atterbury's plot. Every loyal eye was on the watch 
for abettors or partakers of the horrid conſpiracy ; 
and Dr. Yalden, having ſome acquaintance with the 
biſhop, and being familiarly converſant with Kelly 


his ſecretary, fell under ſuſpicion, and was taken into 


cuſtody. 


* Not long after. N. 
+ Dr. Atterbury retained the office of 8 at Bridewell 


till his promotion to the Biſhoprick of Rocheſter. Dr. Yalden 
ſucceeded him as preacher in June 1713. N. 


8 4 - Upon 
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Upon his examination he was charged with a dan: 

gerous correſpondence with Kelly. The coteſpon- 

dence he acknowledged; but maintained, that it 
had no treaſonable tendency. His papers were ſeized; 

but nathing was found that could fix a crime upon 
him, except two words in his pocket book, tho. 
rough paced dodrine. This expreſſion the imagination 
of his examiners had impregnated with treaſon, and 
the doctor was enjoined to explain. Thus preſſed, 

he told them that the words had lain unheeded in 
his pocket · book from the time of queen Anne, and 
that he was aſhamed to give an account of them; but 
the truth was, that he had gratified his curiofity one 
day, by bearing Daniel Burgeſs in the pulpit, and 
thoſe words was a memorable hint of a remarkable 
ſentence by which he warned his congregation to 

c beware of” thorough-paced doctrine, ** that doc- 

te trine which coming in at one ear, paces through 

© the head, and goes out at the other,” 

Nothing worſe than this appearing in his papers, 
and no evidence omg againſt him, he was ſet ar 
liberty. 

Ĩͥ will not be ſuppoſed that a man of this charac- 
ter attairied high dignities in the Church; but he ſtill 
retained the friendſhip, and frequented the converſa- | 
tion, of a very numerous and ſplendid ſet of ac- 
quaintance. He died July 16, 1736, in the 66th 
year of his age. 

Of his poems, many are of that icregular kind, 
which, when he formed his poetical character, was 
ſuppoſed to be Pindarick. Having fixed his atten- 
tion on Cowley as a mode], he has attempted in ſome 
fort to rival him, and has written a Emm to Dark- 
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neſi, evidently as a counter- part i Gy $ Hime 
to Ligbt. 

This hymn ſeems to wh his beſt performance, and 

is, for the moſt part, imagined with great vigour, 
and expreſſed with great proptiety. I will not tranſ- 
ſcribe it. The ſeven firſt ſtanzas are good; but the 
third, fourth, and ſeventh, are the beſt; the eighth 
ſeems to b a contradiction; ; the tenth is exqui- 
fitely beautiful; the thirteenth, fourteenth, and fifa 
teenth, are partly mythological, and partly reli- 
gious, and therefore not ſuitable to each other; 
be might better have made the whole merely Phi- 
ſophical. 
There are two dana in this poem where Yalden 
may be ſuſpected, though hardly convicted, of have 
ing conſulted the Hymnus ad Umbram of Wowerus, in 
the fixth ſtanza, which anſwers in ſome fort to theſe 
lines: i | 


Ila ſuo præeſt nocturnis numine facris— 
Perque vias errare novis dat ſpectra figuris, 
Maneſque excitos medios ululare per agros 
Sub noctem, et queſtu notos enen Penates. 


And again, at the concluſion ; ; 


Ila ſao ſenium ſeciudit corpore toto 

Haud numerans jugi fugientia ſecula lapſu, 
Ergo ubi poſtremum mundi compage ſoluti 
Hanc rerum molem ſuprema abſumpſerit hora 
Ipſa leves cineres nube amplectetur opaca, 

Et priſco 1 imperio rurſus dominabitur UMBRAs 


«a+ 


His Hymn to Light is not equal to the other. He 
ſeems to think that there is an Eaſt abſolute and 
poſitive where the Morning riſes. 


In 


_ | Ya D@- TV. 
In the laſt ſtanza, having mentioned the ſudden 
eruption of new-created Light, he ſays, 


A while th' Almighty wondering ſtood, 


He ougbt to have remembered that Infinite Know- 
ledge can never wonder. All wonder is the effect of 
novelty upon ignorance. | 

Of his other poems it 1s ſufficient to ſay, that they 
. deſerve peruſal, though they are not always exactly 
_ poliſhed, though the rbymes are ſometimes very ill 
ſorted, and though bis faults ſeem rather the omiſ- 


bons of idleneſs than the of enthuſiaſm. 


TICKELL. 


HOMAS TICKELL, the ſon of the reverend 
Richard Tickell, was born in 1686 at Bride- 
kirk in Cumberland; and in 1701 became a member 
of Queen's College in Oxford ; in 1708 he was made 
Maſter of Arts, and two years afterwards was choſen 
Fellow ; for which, as he did not comply with the 
ſtatutes by taking Orders, he obtained a diſpenſation 
from the Crown. He held his Fellowſhip till 1726, 
and then vacated it, by marrying, in that year, at 
Dublin, | | 
Tickell was not one of thoſe ſcholars who wear 
away their lives in, cloſets ; he entered early into the 
world, and was long buſy in publick affairs; in which 
he was initiated under the patronage of - Addiſon, 
whoſe notice he is ſaid to have gained by his verſes in 
praiſe of Roſamond. 
To thoſe verſes it would not have been juſt to on 
regard ; for they contain ſome of the moſt elegant 
encomiaſtick ſtrains; and, among the innumerable 


poems of the ſame kind, it ——_ be hard to find one 
with 
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with which they need to fear a compariſon. It may 
deſerve obſervation, that when Pope wrote long af-. 
terwards in praiſe of Addiſon, he has ee at 3 
has reſembled, ickell .“. | 


Let; joy ſalute fait Rofamonda's s ſhade, © 
Ad wreaths of myrtle e crown the lovely maid. 
While now perhaps with Dido's ghoſt the ws * 
And hears and-tells the ſtory of their loves, . 
Alike they mourn, alike they bleſs their 0 
Wn Loye, which, made them een anghd them 
4 great. ni 0531 ; 
* = longer that relentleſs doom bemoup, Sor 4 
hich gain'd a W and an Addiſon. 1 | 
| Tickrrr. 
i ene one 101 I r T 
ben fature,ages ahh delight ſhall ſee 3111 14 
Hoy Plato's, , Bacon's, Newton's, looks agree; 5 
Or in fair ſeries laurel'd bards be ſhown, _ 
A Virgil chere, and bere an Addiſon. 3 For. 


0 produced another Wes the tame kind at 

the appearance of * with 3 _— but not 
equa happineſs. 1 
When the miniſters of queen avs were nahe- | 
ing with France, Tickell publiſhed' The Proſpelt of 
Peate; x poem, of which the tendency was to reclaim 
the nation from the pride of conqueſt to'the; pleaſures 
of tranquillity... How far Tickell, whom Swift, after- 
wards mentioned as Whiggiſſimus, had then connected 
himſelf with any party, I know not; this poem cer- 
tainly did not flatter the practices, or promote the 
opinions, of the men by whom he was afterwards be. 
friended. , r 

Mr. Addifon, however he hated the a men then in 
power, ſuffered his friendſhip to prevail over his 
publick 
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publick ſpirit, and gave in the SpeZator ſuch, praiſes. 
of Tickell's poem, that when, after having long 
wiſhed to peruſe it, I laid hold on it at laſt, I thought 
it unequal to the honours which it had received; and 
found it a piece to be approved rather than admired. 
But the hope excited by a work, of genius, being ge · 
neral and indefinite, is rarely gratified. It was read 
at that time with ſo much u . bs editions 
were fold, :.4oln 44 5 _ 

At the arrival of king George the in The Royal 
Progreſs ; which being inſerted in the Spectator is 
well known, and of which i it is Juſt to un e it is 
neither high nor low. 

The poetical incident of moſt importance in 
Tickell's life was his publication of the fitſt book of 
the Iliad, as tranſlated by himſelf, an apparent oppo- 
tion to Pope's Homer, of which the firſt part * 
its entrance into the world at the ſame time. 

Addiſon declared that the rival verſions were both 
good; but that Tickell's was the beſt that ever was 
made; and with Addiſon, the wits, his adherents and 
followers, were certain to concur. Pope does not 
appear to have been much diſmayed; “ for, ſays 
he, „I have the town, that is, the mob on my ſide.“ 
But he remarks, that it is common for the ſmaller 
« party to make up in diligence what they want in 
cc numbers; he appeals to the people as his proper 
« judges; an'if they are not inclined to condemtt 
«© him, he is in litele care about the high- flyers ar 
«© RButton's.“ „% 2 * 17a {ove yo 1 151 10 4 0 7 

Pope did not long think Addifon an impartiat 


Judge 3 5 for he confidered Pine as” the writer of 
2 2TH ff 04 Et! 7 2 Ls. Tickel!'s 


reno 5 


Tickell's verſion. The reaſons for his ſuſpicion 1 
will literally tranſcribe” from Mr. FP s. Col- 
Ie&ion. - 

There had "IP a <oldiieſs (ad Mr. Pope) be- 
< tween Mr. Addiſon and me for ſome time; and 
* we'had not been in company together, fot à good 
& while, any where but at Button's coffee-houſe, 
c where I uſed to ſee bim almoſt every day.—On his 
meeting me there, one day in particular, he took me 
« afide; and ſaid he ſhould be glad to dine with me, 
© at ſuch a tavern, if I ftaid till thoſe people were 
gone (Budgell 4s. Philips). Hewent accordingly; 
ce and after dinner Mr. Addiſon ſaid, That he had 
e wanted for ſome time to talk with me; that his friend 
“% Tiekell had formerly, whilſt at Oxford, tranſlated 
<« the firſt book of the rad; that he deſigned to print 
«© it, and had defired him to, look it over, that he 
“ muſt therefore beg that Iwould notdefire him to look 
< over my firſt book, becauſe, if he did, it would 
c have the air of double - dealing. 1 aſſured him that 
6 did not at all take it ill of Mr. Tickell that he 
was going to publiſh his tranſlation; that he cer- 
* tainly had as much right;40. tranſlate, any author 

4c avimyſelf; and that publiſhing both was entering 
ona fair ſtage. I then added, that I would not 
E defire him to look over my firſt book of the Iliad, 
& becauſe he had looked over Mr. Tickell's; but 
could wiſh to have the benefit of his obſervations 
«© on my ſecond, which I had then finiſhed, and 
& which Mr. Tickell had not touched upon. Ac- 
* cordingly ſent him the ſecond book the next 
40 morning; and Mr. Addiſon a few days after re- 
& turned it, with very high commendations.— Soon 


« after it was generally known that Mr. Tickell was 
«© pub- 


FA 
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e publiſhing the firſt book of the Iiad, I met Dr. 
« Young in the ſtreet; and, upon our falling into 
that ſubject, the Doctor expreſſed a great deal of | 
« ſurprize at Tickell's having had ſuch a tranſlation. 
6 fo long by him. He ſaid, that it was inconceiv- 
« able to him, and that there muſt be ſome miſtake 
© in the matter; that each uſed to communicate to 
t the other whatever verſes they wrote even to the 
& leaſt things z that Tickell could not have been bu- 
« fied in ſo long a work there without his know- 
ing ſomething of the matter; and that he had never 
heard a fingle word on it till on this occafion. This 
“ ſurpriſe of Dr. Young, together with what Steele 
has ſaid againſt Tickell in relation to this affair, 
* make it highly probable. that there was ſome un- 
„ derhand'' dealing in that buſineſs; and indeed 
« Tickell himfelf, who is a very fair worthy man, 
© has-ſince, in a manner, as good as owned it to me. 
«© When it was introduced into a converſation between 
“ Mr. Tickell and Mr. Pope, by a third perſon, Tickell 
<« did not deny it; which, conſidering his honour and 
te zeal for his departed ——— was the fas! as Owns 
« ing ie. 

* theſe ſuſpicions, mich which Dr. Warburton 
ins that other circumſtances concurred, Pope always 
in his Art of —_— quotes this book as the work of 
Addiſon. Men 

To compare the two tranſlations would be talent 
the palm is now given univerſally to Pope; but I 
think the firſt lines of Tickell's were rather to be pre- 
ferred; and Pope ſeems to have ſince borrowed ſomes» 
thing from them in the correction of his o wn. 

188 Dan omen 
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When the Hanover ſucceſſion was diſputed, Tickell 
gave what aſſiſtance his pen would ſupply. His 
Letter to Avignon ſtands high among party- poems; it 
expreſſes contempt without coarſeneſs, and ſuperiority 
without inſolence. It had the ſucceſs which it deſerved, 
being five times printed. 

| He was now intimately united toMr. Addiſon, who, 
we he went into Ireland as ſecretary to the lord Sun- 
derland, took him thither, and employed him in pub- 
lick buſineſs; and when (1717) afterwards he roſe 
to be ſecretary of ſtate, made him under: ſecretary, 
Their friendſhip ſeems to have continued without 
abatement; for when Addiſon died, he left him the 
charge of publiſhing his works, with a folemn recom- 
mendation to the patronage of Craggs. 

To theſe works he prefixed an elegy on the author, 
which could owe none of its beauties to the aſſiſtance 
which might be ſuſpected to have ſtrengthened or em- 
| belliſhed his earlier compoſitions; but neither he nor 
Addiſon ever produced nobler lines than are contained 
in the third and fourth paragraphs ; nor is a more 
elegant funeral- poem to be found in the whole com- 
paſs of Engliſh literature, 

He was afterwards (about 1725) made 8 to 
the Lords Juſtices of Ireland, a place of great honour; 
in which he continued till 1740, when he died on the 
twenty. third of April at Bath. 

Of the poems yet unmentioned the longeſt is Ken- 
Vington Gardens, of which the verſification is ſmooth 
and elegant, but the fiction unſkilfully compounded 
of Grecian Deities and Gothick Fairies. Neither 
ſpecies of thoſe exploded Beings could have done 
much; and when they are brought together, they 

only 
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caly make each other contemptible. To Tickell, 
however, cannot be refuſed a high place among the 
minor poets; nor ſhould it be forgotten that he was one 
of the coytributors to the Spectator. With reſpect to 
his perſonal character, he is ſaid to have been a man 
of gay con veꝶſat ion, at leaſt a temperate lover of wine 


and, company, and in his domeſtick relations without 
cenſure. 
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F Mr. HAMMOND), though he be well remem- 
bered as a man eſteemed and careſſed by the 
elegant and the great, I was at firſt able to obtain no 
other memorials than ſuch as are ſupplied by a book 
called Cibber's Lives of the Poets; of which I take this 
opportunity to teſtify that it was not written, nor, I 
believe, ever ſeen, by either of the Cibbers ; but was 
the work of Robert Shiels, a native of Scotland, a 
man of very acute underſtanding, though with little 
ſcholaſtick education, who, not long after the pub- 
lication of his work, died in London of a conſump- 
tion, His life was virtuous, and his end was 
pious. Theophilus Cibber, then a priſoner for 
debt, imparted, as I was told, his name for ten 
.guineas. The manuſcript of Shiels is now in my 
poſſeſſion. 4 2 
I have ſince found that Mr. Shiels, though he was 
no negligent enquirer, had been miſled by falle ac- 
counts ; for he relates that James Hammond, the 
author of the Elegies, was the fon of a Turkey 
merchant, 
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merchant, and had ſome office at the prince of 
Wales's court, till love of a lady, whoſe name was 
Daſhwood, for a time diſordered his underſtanding, 
He was unextinguiſhably amorous, and his miſtreſs 
inexoravly cruel, 


Of this narrative, part is _ and part falſe. He 
was the ſecond ſon of Anthony Hammond, a man of 
note among the wits, poets, and parliamentary ora- 
tors, in the beginning of this century, who was 
allied to Sir Robert Walpole by marrying his ſiſter *. 
He was born about 1710, and educated at Weſt- 
minſter-ſchool ; but it does not appear that he was 
of any univerſity, He was equerry to the prince of 
Wales, and ſeems to have come very early into 
publick notice, and to have been diſtinguiſhed by 
thoſe whoſe friendſhip prejudiced mankind at that 
time in favour of the man to whom they were be- 
flowed; for he was the companion of Cobham, Lyt- 
telton, and Cheſterfield. He is ſaid to have divided 
his life between pleaſure and books; in his retire- 
ment forgetting the town, and in his gaiety loſing 
the ſtudent, Of his literary hours all the effects are 
here exhibited, of which the Elegies were written 
very early, and the Prologue not long before his 
death. | 


In 1741, he was choſen into parliament for Truro 
in Cornwall, probably one of thoſe who were elected 
by the Prince's influence; and died next year in 


* This account is ſtill erroneous. James Hammond our author 
was of a different family, the ſecond fon of Anthony Hammond, 
of Somerſham-place, in the county of Huntingdon, Eſq. See 
Gents Mag. vol. LVII. p. 780. R. 
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June at Stowe, the famous ſeat of lord 3 
His miſtreſs long outlived him, and in 1779 died 
unmarried. The character which her lover be- 
queathed her was, indeed, not W to attract 
courtſhip. 

The elegies were publiſhed after his death; and 
while the writer's name was remembered with fond- 
neſs, they were read with a reſolution to admire them. 
The recommendatory preface of the editor, who 
was then believed, and is now affirmed by Dr. Maty, 
to be the earl of Cheſterfield, railed oY preju- 


dices in their favour. 
But the prefacer, whocver he was, it may be 


reaſonably ſuſpected that he never read the poems; 
for he profeſſes to value them for a very high 
ſpecies of excellence, and recommends them as 
the genuine effuſions. of the mind, which ex- 
preſſes a real pation in the language of nature, 
But the truth is, theſe elegies have neither paſ- 
ſion, nature, nor manners. Where there is fiction, 
there. is no paſſion: he that deſcribes himſelf as a ſhep- 
herd, and his Nezra or Delia as a ſhepherdeſs, and 
talks of goats and lambs, feels no paſſion. He that 
courts his miſtreſs with Roman imagery deſeryes to 
loſe her; for ſhe may with good reaſon ſuſpect his 
{incerity.. Hammond has few ſentiments from na- 
ture, and few images from modern life. He produces 
nothing but frigid pedantry. It would be bard to find 
in all bis productions three ſtanzas that deſerve to be 
remembered. 

Like other lovers, he threatens the lady with dy- 
ing; and what then ſhall follow: 


Wilt 
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Wilt thou in tears thy lovers corſe attend; 
With eyes averted light the ſolemn pyre, 

Till all around the doleful flames aſcend, 
Then ſlowly ſinking, by degrees expire? 


To looth the hovering ſoul be thine the care, 
With plaintive cries to lead the mournful band; 
In ſable weeds the golden vaſe to bear, 
And cull my aſhes with thy trembling hand: 


Panchaia's odours be their coſtly feaſt, 
And all the pride of Aſia's fragrant year 
Give them the treaſures of the fartheſt Eaſt, 
And, what is {till mote precious, give thy tear. 


Surely no blame can fall upon a n who re- 
jefted a ſwain of fo little meaning. 

His verſes are not rugged, but they have no ſweet- 
nels; they never glide in a ſtream of melody. Why 
Hammond or other writers have thought the quatrain 
of ten ſyllables elegiac, it is difficult to tell. The 
character of the Elegy is gentleneſs and tenuity ; but 
this ſtanza has been pronounced by Dryden, whoſe 
knowledge of Engliſh metre was not inconfiderable, 
to be the moſt magnificent of all meaſures which our 
language affords, 


„ 


rare. 


F Mr. SOMERVILE's life J am not able 
to ſay any thing that can ſatisfy curioſity. 
He was a gentleman whoſe eſtate was in Warwick- 
ſhire; his houſe, where he was born in 1692, is 
called Edſton, a ſeat inherited from a long line of 
anceſtors; for he was ſaid to be of the firſt family 
in his county. He tells of himſelf that he was born 
near the Avon's banks. He was bred at Wincheſter- 
ſchool, and was elected fellow of New College. It 
does not appear that in the places of his education 
he exhibited any uneommon proofs of genius or li— 
terature, His powers were firſt diſplayed in the 
country, where he was diſtinguiſhed as a poet, a gen- 
tleman, and a ſkilful and uſeful juſtice of the peace. 

Of the cloſe of his life, thoſe whom his poems 
have delighted will read with pain the following ac- 
count, copied from the Letters of his friend Shen- 
ſtone, by whom he was too much reſembled. 

& —Qur old friend Somervile is dead! I did not 


| cc imagine I could have been fo ſorry as I find myſelf. 


* on this occaſion.— Sublatum quærimus. I can now 
© excule 
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« excuſe all his foibles; impute them to age, and to 
e diſtreſs of circumſtances: the laſt of theſe con- 
* fiderations wrings my very ſoul to think on, For 

% man of high ſpirit, conſcious of having- (at 

« leaſt 1n one production) generally pleaſed the world, 

* to be plagued and threatened by wretches that are 

„low in every ſenſe; to be forced to drink himſelf 

into pains of the body, in order to get rid of the 

“ pains of the mind, is a miſery,”—He died July 

10, 1742, and was Lucid at Wotton, near Henley 
on Arden. 

His diſtreſſes need not be much pitied: his eſtate 
is ſid to be fifteen hundred a year, which by his 
death has devolved to lord Somervile of Scotland. 
His mother indeed, who lived till ninety, had a 
jointure of ſix hundred. 

It is with regret that J find myſelf not better 
enabled to exhibit memorials of a writer, who at 
leaſt muſt be allowed to have ſet a good example to 
men of his own claſs, by devoting part of his time 
to elegant knowledge; and who was ſhewn, by the 
ſubjects which his poetry has adorned, that it is prac- 
ticable to be at once a ſkilful ſportſman and a man 
of letters. 

Somervile has tried many modes of poetry; and 
though perhaps he has not in any reached ſuch ex- 
cellence as to raiſe much envy, it may commonly 
be ſaid at leaſt, that © he writes very well for a 
* gentleman.” His ſerious pieces are ſometimes 
elevated, and his trifles are ſometimes elegant. In 
his verſes to Addiſon, the couplet which mentions 
Clio is written with the moſt exquiſite delicacy of 
praiſe; it exhibits one of thoſe happy ſtrokes that 

1 4 are 
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are ſeldom attained. In his Odes to Marlborough 


there are beautiful lines; but in the ſecond Ode he 


ſhews that he knew little of his hero, when he talks 


of his private virtues, His ſubjects are commonly 


ſuch as require no great depth of thought or energy 


of expreſhon. Lis Fables are generally ſtale, and 
therefore excite no curioſity, Of his favourite, 
The Tao Springs, the fiction is unnatural, and the 
moral inconſequential. In his Tales there is too 


much coatieneſs, with too little care of language, 


and not ſufficient rapidity of narration. 
His great work is his Chace, which he undertook 


in his maturer age, when his ear was improved to 
the approbation of blank verſe, of which however 
his two firft lines give a bad ſpecimen, To this 


poem praiſe cannot be totally denied. He is al- 


lowed by ſportſmen to write with great intelligence 
of his ſubject, which is the firſt requiſite to ex- 
cellence; and though it is impoſſible to intereſt the 


con mon readers of verſe in the dangers or pleaſures 


of the chace, he has done all that tranfition and 


variety could eaſily effect; and has with great 


propriety enlarged his plan 5 the modes of hunting 


uſed in other countries. 
With il] leſs judgement did he chufe blank verſe 


as the vehicle of Rural Sports, If blank verſe be 


not tumid and gorgeous, it is crippled proſe; and 
familiar images in laboured language have nothing 
to. recommend them but abſurd novelty, which, 
wanting the attractions of Nature, cannot pleaſe 


long. One excellence of the Splendid Shilling is, 
that it is ſhort, Diſguiſe can gratify no longer than 


it deceives. 


SAVAGE. 
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II has been obſerved in all ages, that the advan- 
J tages of nature or of fortune have contributed 
very little to the promotion of happineſs; and that 
thoſe whom the ſplendour of their rank, or the 
extent of their capacity, have placed upon the ſum- 
mit of human life, have not often given any juſt 
occaſion to envy in thoſe who look up to them from 
a lower ſtation; whether it be that apparent ſupe- 
riority incites great deſigns, and great deſigns are 
naturally liable to fatal miſcarriages; or that the 
general lot ot mankind is miſery, and the misfor- 
tunes of thoſe, whoſe eminence drew upon them an 
univerſal attention, have been more carefully re- 
corded, becauſe they were more generally obſerved, 
and have in reality been only more conſpicuous than 
thoſe of others, not more frequent, or more ſevere. 
That affluence and power, advantages extrinſick 
and adventitious, and therefore eaſily ſeparable from 
thoſe by whom they are poſſeſſed, ſhould very often 
flatter the mind with expectations of felicity which 
| they 


= 
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they cannot give, raiſes no aſtoniſhment; but it 
ſeems rational to hope, that intellectual greatneſs 
ſhould produce better effects; that minds qualified 
for great attainments ſhould firſt endeavour their own 
benefit; and that they, who are moſt able to teach 
others the way to happineſs, ſhould with moſt cer- 
tainty follow it themſelves, | 

But this expeQtation, however plauſible, has been 
very frequently diſappointed. The heroes of literary 
as well as civil hiſtory have been very often no leſs 
remarkable for what they have ſuffered, than for 
what they have atchieved; and volumes have been 
written only to enumerate the miſeries of the learned, 
and relate their unhappy lives, and untimely deck 

To theſe mournful narratives, I am about to add 
the Life of Richard Savage, a man whoſe writings 
entitle) him to an eminent rank in the claſſes of learn- 
ing, and whoſe misfortunes claim a degree of com- 
paſſion, not always due to the unhappy, as they 
were often the conſequences of the crimes of n 
rather than his own, 

In the year 1697, Anne Coonteh of Macclesfield, 
having lived ſome time upon very uneaſy terms 
with her huſband, thought a public confeſſion of 
adultery the moſt obvious and expeditious method 
of obtaining her liberty; and therefore declared, that 
the child, with which ſhe was then great, was be- 
gotten by the Earl Rivers. This, as may be ima- 
gined, made her huſband no leſs defirous of a ſepa- 
ration than herſelf, and he proſecuted his deſign in 
the moſt effectual manner; for he applied not to the 
ecciefiaſtical courts for a divorce, but to the parlia- 
ment for an act, by which his marriage might be 

diſ- 
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diſſolved, the nuptial contract annulled, and the 
children of his wife illegitimated. This act, after 
the uſual deliberation, he obtained, though wichvdr ̃ 
the approbation of ſome, who chnfidered marriage” 
as an affair only cognizable by eceleſiaſtical judges x 
and on March 3d was ſeparated from his wife, whoſe: 
fortune, which was very great, was repaid her, and 
who having, as well as her huſband, the liberty of 
making another choice, was in a ſhort time married 
to Colonel Brett. 
While the Earl of Macclesfield was proſecuting” 
this affair, his wife was, on the roth of January 
1697-8, delivered of a ſon; and the Earl Rivers, 
by appearing to conſider him as his own, left none 
any reaſon to doubt of the ſincerity of her decla-' 
ration; for he was his godfather, and gave him his 
own name, which was by his direction inſerted in the 
regiſter of St. Andrew's pariſh in Holborn, but un- 
fortunately left him to the care of his mother, whom, 
as ſhe was now ſet free from her huſband, he pro- 
bably imagined likely to treat with great tenderneſs 
the child that had contributed to fo pleaſing an event. 
It is not indeed eaſy to diſcover what motives could 
be found to over-balance that natural affection of a 


15 This year was made remarkable by the aiGolution of a mar- 
riage ſolemnized in the face of the church. SaLMOxN's Reviews 
The following proteſt is regiſtered in the books of the Houſe 


of Lords. 
Diſſentient. 

Becauſe that we conceive that this is the firſt bil of that nature, 
that hath paſſed, where there was not a divorce firſt obtained in 
the Spiritual Court; which we look upon as an ill precedent, 
and may be of dangerous conſequence in the future. 

HALIFAX. ROCHESTER, | 


parent, 
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parent, or what intereſt could be promoted by neglect 
or cruelty. The dread of ſhame or of poverty, by 
which ſome wretches have been incited to abandon 
or to murder their children, cannot be ſuppoſed to 
have affected a woman who had proclaimed her crimes 
and ſolicited reproach, and on whom the clemency 
of the legiſlature had undeſervedly beſtowed a for- 
tune, which would have been very little diminiſhed 
by the expences which the care of her child could 
have brought upon her. It was therefore not likely 
that ſhe would he wicked without temptation; that 
ſhe would look upon her ſon from his birth with a 
kind of reſentment and abhorrence; and, inſtead of 
ſupporting, aſſiſting, and defending him, delight 
to ſee him ſtruggling with miſery, or that ſhe would 
take every opportunity of aggravating his misfor- 
tunes, and obſtructing his reſources, and with an 
implacable and reſtleſs cruelty continue her perſe- 
cution from the firſt hour of his life to the laſt, 

But whatever were her motives, no ſooner was 
her ſon born, than ſhe diſcovered a reſolution of 
diſowning him; and in a very ſhort time removed 
him from her fight, by committing him to the care 
of a poor woman, whom ſhe directed to educate 
him as her own, and injoined never to orb him of 
his true parents. | 

Such was the beginning of the life of Richard 
Savage. Born with a legal claim to honour and to 
affluence, he was in two months illegitimated by the 
Parliament, and diſowned by his mother, doomed 
to poverty and obſcurity, and launched upon the 
ocean of life, only that he might be ſwallowed by 
its quickſands, or bed upon its rocks. 


His 
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_ His mother could not indeed infect others with 
the ſame cruelty. As it was impoffible to avoid the 
inquiries , which the curioſity or tenderneſs of her 
relations made after her child, ſhe was obliged to 
give ſome account of the meaſures ſhe had taken; 
and her mother, the Lady Maſon, whether in appro- 
bation of her deſign, or to prevent more criminal 
contrivances, engaged to tranſact with the nurſe, to 
pay her for her care, and to een "np ons 
cation of the child. 6 

Io this charitable office ſhe was affiſied do his 
godmother Mrs. Lloyd, who, while ſhe lived, always 
looked upon him with that tenderneſs which the 
barbarity of his mother made peculiarly neceſſary; 
but her death, which happened in his tenth» year, 
was another of the misfortunes of his childhood; for 
though ſhe kindly endeavoured to alleviate his loſs 
by a legacy of three hundred pounds, yet, as he 
had none to proſecute his claim, to ſhelter him ftom 
oppreſſion, or call-in law to the aſſiſtance of juſtice, 
her will was eluded by the ene and no = 
of the money was ever paid. | 

He was, however, not yet wholly WF You 
The Lady Maſon ſtill continued her care, and di- 
rected him to be placed at a ſmall grammar-ſchool 
near St. Alban's, where he was called by the name 
of his nurſe, without the leaſt intimation cbt LA 
had a claim to any other. | 

Here he was initiated in literature, and paſſed 
through ſeveralof theclafles, with what rapidity or with 
what applauſe cannot now be known. As. he always 
ſpoke with reſpect of his maſter, it is probable that 


the mean rank, in which he then appeared, did not 
hin- 
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hinder. his genius from being diſtinguiſhed, or his 
induſtry from being rewarded ; and if in ſo low a 
Nate! he obtained diſtinction and rewards, it is not 
likely that they were gained but by genius and 
induſtry. | 

It is very reaſonable to i ay that his ap- 
plication was equal to his abilities, becauſe his im- 
-pravement was more than proportioned to the oppor- 
tunities which he enjoyed; nor can it be doubted, 
that if his earlieſt productions had been preſerved, 
like thoſe of happier ſtudents, we might in ſome 
have found vigorous ſallies of that ſprightly hu- 
mour which diltinguiſhes ,The Author to be let, and 
in others ſtrong touches of that imagination which 
painted the folemn ſcenes of The Wanderer. 
While be was thus cultivating his genius, his fa- 
ther the Earl of Rivers was ſeized with a diſtemper, 
which in a ſhort time put an end to his life x. He 
had frequently inquired after his fon, and had always 
been amuſed with fallacious and evaſive: anſwers; 
but, being now in his own opinion on his death- 
bed, he thought it his duty to provide for him 
among his other natural children, and therefore de- 
manded a poſitive account of him, with an impor- 
tunity not to be diverted or denied. His mother, 
who could no longer refuſe an anſwer, determined at 
teaſt to give ſuch as ſhould cut him off for ever from 
that happineſs which competence affords, and there- 
fore declared that he was dead; which is perhaps 
the-firſt inſtance of a lye invented by a mother to 
deprive her ſon of a proviſion which was deſigned 


* Hedied Aug. 18th F714. Bo. 
him 
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him by: edi and which ſhe: cou. ene 
herſelf, though he ſhould loſe it. 

This was therefore an act of vide ad hi 
could not be defeated, becauſe it could not be ſuſ- 
pected ; ; the Earl did not imagine there could exiſt 
in a human form a mother that would ruin her ſon. 
without | enriching herſelf, and therefore beſtowed, 
upon ſome other perſon fix thouſand. popndls, bien 
he had in his will bequeathed to Savage. : 

The ſame cruelty which incited his ronchain to 
intercept this proviſion which had been intended him, 
prompted her in a ſhort time to another project, a 
project worthy of ſuch a diſpoſition. She endea- 
voured to rid herſelf from the danger of, being at 
any time made known to him, by es him le. 
cretly to the American Plantations *. | 

By whoſe kindneſs this ſcheme was dk 
or by. whoſe interpoſition ſhe was induced to lay aſide 
her deſign, I know not; it is not improbable that 
the Lady Maſon might perſuade or compel her to 
deſiſt, or perhaps ſhe could not eaſily find accom- 
plices wicked enough to concur in ſo crael an action; | 
long gradation of guilt hirdened their hearts againſt 
the ſenſe of common wickedneſs, would yet be 
ſhocked at the deſign of a mother to expoſe her ſon 
to ſlavery and want, to expoſe him without intereſt, 
and without provocation; and Savage might on this 
occaſion find protectors and advocates among . thoſe 
who had long traded in crimes, and whom compaſ- 
ſion had never touched before. 42 


* Sayage's Preface to his Miſcellanies. 
Being 
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Being hindered, by whatever means, from baniſh- 


ing him into abather country, ſhe formed foon after 


s ſcheme for burying him in poverty and obſcurity 
in his own; and that his ſtation of life, if not the 
place of his reſidence, might keep him for ever at 
a diſtanee from her, the ordered him to be placed 
with a ſhoe- maker in Holborn, that, after the uſual 
time of trial, ke might become his apprentice b. 

It is generally reported, that this project was for 
ſome time ſueceſsful, and that Savage was employed 
at rhe awl longer than he was willing to confeéſs; 
nor was it perhaps any great advantage to him, that 
an unexpected Aer determined "him io quit his 
e e Hl 

About this time bis oke who had NIE treated 
him as her own-fon, died; and it was natural for 
him to take care of hole effects which by her death 
were, as he imagined, become his own: he there- 
fore went to her "houſe, | opened her boxes, and 
examined her papers, among which he found ſome 
letters written to ber by the Lady Maſon” which 
informed him of his birth, * the reaſons for which 
| it was concealed. 

He was no longer careftea With the em bieden 
which had been allotted him, but thought he had 
a right to ſhare the affluence of his mother; and 
therefore without ſeruple applied to ber as ber ſon, 
and made uſe of every art to awaken her tenderneſs, 
and attract her regard. But neither his letters, nor 
rhe interpoſition of thoſe friends which his merit cr 
his diſtreſs procured him, made any impreſſion upon 


* Sivage's Preface to his Miſcellanies. 
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het mind. She ftill reſolved to neglect, though 
the could no longer difown him. 
It was to no purpoſe that he frequently ſolicited 


her to admit him to ſee her; ſhe avoided him with 


the moſt vigilant precaution, and ordered him to be 
excluded from her houſe, by whomſoever he might 
be introduced, and what reaſon ſoever he might 
give for entering it. 

Savage was at the ſame time ſo touched with the 
diſcovery of his real mother, that it was his frequent 
practice to walk in the dark evenings * for ſeveral. 
hours before her door, in hopes of ſeeing her as ſhe 
migkt come by accident to the window, or croſs 
her apartment with a candle in her hand. 

But all his affiduity and tenderneſs were without 


effect, for he could neither ſoften her heart nor open 


her hand, and was reduced to the utmoſt miſeries of 
want, while he was endeavouring to awaken the af- 
fection of a mother. He was therefore obliged. to 
ſeek ſome other means of ſupport; and, having no 


_ profeſſion, became by neceſſity an author. 


At this time the attention of the literary world 
was engroſſed by the Bangorian controvetſy, which 
filled the preſs with pamphlets, and the coffee-houſes 
with diſputants. Of this ſubject, as moſt popular, 
he made choice for his firſt attempt, and, without 
any other knowledge of the queſtion than he had 


| caſually collected from converſation, publiſhed a 
poem againſt the Biſhop +. 


What was the ſucceſs or merit of this performance, 
I know not; it was probably loſt _— 7 innu- 


* See the Plain Dealer. 


J. It was called “ The Battle of the Pamphlets. * 
Vol. X. U merable 
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merable pamphlets to which that diſpute gaye occa- 
ſion. Mr. Savage was himſelf in a little time aſhamed 
of it, and endeavoured to ſuppreſs it, by W 
all the copies that he could collect. 

He then attempted a more gainful kind of writ- 
ing , and in his eighteenth year offered to the ſtage 
a comedy borrowed from a Spaniſh plot, which was 
refuſed by the players, and was therefore given by 
him to Mr. Bullock, who, having more intereſt, made 


ſome ſlight alterations, and brought it upon the 


Kage, under the title of Woman's. a RIDDIE T, but 
allowed the unhappy author no part of the profit. 

Not diſcouraged however at his repulſe, he wrote 
two years afterwards Love ix a VE1L, another co- 
medy, borrowed likewiſe from the Spaniſh, but with 
little better ſucceſs than before: for though it was 
received and acted, yet it appeared ſo late in the 
year, that the author obtained no other advantage 
from it, than the acquaintance of Sir Richard Steele, 
and Mr. Wilks, by whom he was . careſſed, 
and relieved. 

Sir Richard Steele, having declared in his favour 
was all the ardour of benevolence which conſtituted 
his character, promoted his intereſt with the utmoſt 
zeal, related his misfortunes, applauded his merit, 
took all the opportunities of recommending him, 
and aflerted, that the inhumanity of his mother 
& had given him a right to find every good man his 
ce father J. 


Jacob's Lives of the Dramatick Poet's. Dr. J. 
+ This play was printed firſt in 8yo; and afterwards in 12mo, 

the fifth edition. Dr. J. 
2 Plain Dealer. 
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Nor was Mr. Savage admitted to his aequaintanee 
only, but to his confidence, of which he ſometimes 
related an inſtance too extraordinary to be omitted; 
as it affords a very juſt idea of his patron's character. 

He was once deſired by Sir Richard, with an air 
of the utmoſt importance, to come very early to his 
houſe the next morning. Mr. Savage came as he 
had promiſed, found the chariot at the door, and 
Sir Richard waiting for him, and ready to go 
out. What was intended, and whither they were 
to go, Savage could not conjecture, and was not 
willing to enquire; but immediately ſeated him- 
ſelf with Sir Richard. The coachman was or- 
dered to drive, and they hurried with the utmoſt 
expedition to Hyde-Park Corner, where they ſtop- 
ped at a petty tavern, and retired to a private 
room. Sir Richard then informed him, that he 
intended to publiſh a pamphlet, and that he had 
deſired him to come thither that he might write - fot 
him. He ſoon fat down to the work. Sir Richard 
dictated, and Savage wrote, till the dinner that had 
been ordered was put upon the table. Savage was 
ſurpriſed at the meanneſs of the entertainment, and 
after ſome heſitation ventared to aſk for wine, which 
Sir Richard, not without reluctance, ordered to be 
broughr. They then finiſhed their dinner, and pro-—- 
ceeded in their pamphler, which 12 7 cane in 
the afternoon. 

Mr. Savage Ke imagined his taſk over, aden 
pected that Sir Richard would call for the reckoning, 
and return home; but his expectations deceived him, 
for Sir Richard told him that he was- without money, 
and that the pam pbler muſt be fold before the dinner 

U 2 could 
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could be paid for; and Savage was therefore obliged 
to go and offer their new production to ſale for two 
guineas, which with ſome difficulty he obtained. 
Sir Richard then returned home, having retired that 
day only to avoid his creditors, and compoſed the 
pamphlet only to diſcharge his reckoning. . 

Mr. Savage related another fact equally uncommon, 


which, though it has no relation to his life, ougbt 


to be preſerved. Sir Richard Steele having one day 
invited to his houſe a great number of perſons of 
the firſt quality, they were ſurpriſed at the number 
of liveries which ſurrounded the table; and after 
dinner, when wine and mirth had ſet them free from 
the obſervation of a rigid ceremony, one of them 


enquired” of Sir Richard, how ſuch an expenſive 


train of domeſticks could be confiſtent with his for- 
tune. Sir Richard very frankly confeſſed, that they 
were fellows of whom he would very willingly. be 
rid. And being then aſked why he did not diſcharge 
them, declared that they were bailiffs, who had in- 
troduced themſelves with an execution, and whom, 
fince he could not fend them away, he had thought 
it eonyenient to embelliſh with liveries, that they 
might do him credit while they ſtaid. 

His friends were diverted with the expedient, and 
by paying the debt diſcharged their attendance, hav- 
ing obliged Sir Richard to promiſe that they ſhould 


never again find him graced with a retinue of the 


fame kind. 
Vungqder ſuch a tutor, Mr. N was not likely to 
: learn prudence. or frugality ; and perhaps many of 
the misfortunes wack the want of thoſe virtues 
| 0155 brought 
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brought upon him in the following parts of his life, 
might be juſtly imputed to ſo Poe rin. an ex- 
ample. 
Nor did the kiddoeſy of Sir Richard end in com- 

mon favours. He propoſed to have eſtabliſhed bim 
in ſome ſettled ſcheme of life, and to have contracted 
a kind of alliance with him, by marrying bim to a 
natural daughter, on whom he intended to beſtow a 
thouſand pounds. But though he was always laviſh 
of future bounties, he conducted his affairs in ſuch a 
manner, that he was very ſeldom able to keep bis 
promiſes, or execute his own intentions : and, as he 
was never able to raiſe the ſum which he had 6er, 

the marriage was delayed. In the mean time he was 
officiouſly informed, that Mr. Savage had ridiculed 
him; by which he was ſo much exaſperated, that 
he withUrew' the allowance which he had paid 
him, and never afterwards admitted him to his 
houſe. 

It is not coded unlikely that Savage migde by his 
imprudence expoſe himſelf to the malice of a tale- 
bearer; for his patron had many follies, which, as 
his diſcernment eaſily diſcovered, his imagination 
might ſometimes incite him to mention too ludi- 
crouſly. A little knowledge of the world is ſufficient 
to diſcover that ſuch weakneſs is very common, and 
that there are few who do not ſometimes, in the wan- 
tonneſs of thoughtleſs mirth, or the heat of tranſient 
reſentment, ſpeak of their friends and benefactors 
with levity and contempt, though in their cooler mo- 
ments they want neither ſenſe of their kindneſs, nor 
reverence for their virtue; the fault therefore of Mr. 


Savage was rather negligence than ingratitude ; but 
U 3 Sir 
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Sir Richard muſt likewiſe be acquitted of ſeverity, 


for who is there that can patiently bear contempt 
from one whom he has relieved and ſupported, whoſe 
eſtabliſhment he has laboured, and whoſe intereſt be 
hes promoted ? 

He was now again abandoned to fortune withour 
map! other friend than Mr. Wilks; a man, who, what- 
ever were his abilities or ſkill as an actor, deferves at 
leaſt to be remembered for his virtues'®;' which are 
not often to be found in the world, and perhaps leſs 
often in his profeſſion than in others. To be hu- 
ene rr "a en Wn N bigh tin 


As it is a loſs to F when any good An 5 is forgot- 
ten, T ſhall inſert another inſtance of Mr. Wilks's generoſity, 
very little known. Mr. Smith, a gentleman/educated at Dub- 
lin, being hindered by an impediment in his pronunciation from 
engaging in orders, for which his friends deſigned him, left his 
own country, and came to London in queſt of employment, 
but found his ſolicitations fruitleſs, and his neceſſities every day 
more preſſing. In this diſtreſs he wrote a tragedy, and offered it 
to the players, by whom it was rejected. Thus were his laſt 
hopes defeated, and he had no other proſpe& than'of the moſt 
deplorable poverty. But Mr. Wilks thought his performance, 
though not perfect, at leaſt worthy of ſome reward, and there- 
fore offered him a benefit. This favour he improved with ſo 
much diligence, that the houſe offered him a conſiderable ſum, 
with which he went to Leyden, applied himſelf to the ſtudy of 
phyſick, and proſecuted his deſign with ſo much diligence and 
ſucceſs, that, when Dr. Boerhaave was deſired by the Czarina to 
recommend proper perſons to introduce into Ruſſia the practice 
and ſtudy of phyſick, Dr. Smith was one of thoſe whom 
he had ſelected, He had a conſiderable penſion ſettled on him 
at his arrival, and was one of the chief phyſicians at the Ruſ- 
ſi an court. Dr. J. 

A Letter from Dr, Smith in Ruſſia to Mr. Wilks i is printed 
in Chetwood's 7 of the er R. 
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of merit in any caſe; bur thoſe qualifications deſerve 
Gill greater praiſe, when they are found in that con- 
dition which makes almoſt every other man, for 
whatever reafon, contemptuous, mlolent, petulant, 
ſelfiſh, and brutal. | 

As Mr. Wilks was one of thoſe to whom calamity 
ſeldom complained without relief, he naturally took 
an unfortunate wit into his protection, and not 
only affiſted him in any caſual diſtreſſes, but con- 
tinued an equal and ſteady Lindneſß to the time of his 
death. | 

By this interpoſition Mr. Savage once obtained from 
his mother * fifty pounds, and a promiſe of one hun- 
dred and fifty more; but it was the fate of this un- 
happy man, that few promifes of any advantage to 
him were performed. His mother was infected, 
among others, with the general madneſs of the South 
Sea traffick ; and, Having been diſappointed in her 
expettations, refuſed to pay what perhaps nothing 
but the proſpect of ſudden affluence prompred her to 
promile. 

Being thus obliged to depend upon the friendſhip 
of Mr. Wilks, he was conſequently an aſſiduous fre- 
quenter of the theatres; and in a ſhort time the 
amuſements of the ſtage took ſuch poſſeſſion of Bis 
mind, that he never was s abſent from a play i in fe- 
veral years. 

This conſtant attendance naturally procured him 
the acquaintance of the players, and „en others, 


* This I write upon the credit of the author of his life, 
which was publiſhed 1727. Dr. J. 
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of Mrs. Oldfield, who was ſo much pleaſed with 
his converſation, and touched with his misfortunes, 
that ſhe allowed him a ſettled penſion of fifty 
pounds a year, which was during, her us, ate 
paid, 

| That this act of generoſity may receive its due 
praiſe, and that the good actions of Mrs. Oldfield 
may not be ſullied by her general character, it is 
proper to mention that Mr. Savage often declared, in 
the ſtrongeſt terms, that he never ſaw her alone, or in 
any other place than behind the ſcenes, 

At her death he endeavoured to ſhew his gratitude 
in the moſt decent manner,, by wearing mourning as 
for a mother; but did not celebrate her in elegies “, 
| becauſe he knew that too great a profuſion of praiſe 
would only have revived thoſe faults which his na- 
tural equity did not allow him to think leſs, becauſe 
they were committed by one wha favoured him: but 
of which, though his virtue would not endeavour to 
palliate them, his gratitude would not ſuffer him ta 
prolong the memory or diffuſe the cenſure. 

In his Vanderer, he has indeed taken an opportu- 
nity of mentioning; her; but celebrates her not for 
her virtue, but her beauty, an excellence which none 
ever denied her; this is the only encomium with 
which he has rewarded her liberality, and perhaps he 
has even in this been too laviſh of his praiſe. He 
ſeems to have thought, that never to mention bis 

benefactreſs would have an appearance of ingrati- 


7 Chetwood, however, has printed a poem on her death, 
which he aſeribes to Mr, Savage. See. Hiſtory of the Stage, 
p. 206, R. | 


tude, 
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tude, though to have dedicated any particular per- 
formance to her memory would have only betrayed 
an officious partiality, and that, without exalting her 
character, would have depreſſed his wm. | 

He had ſometimes, by the kindneſs of Mr. Wilks, 
the advantage. of a benefit, on which occaſions he 
often received uncommon marks of regard and com- | 
paſſion ; and was once told by the Duke of Dorſet, 
that it was juſt to conſider him as an injured noble- 
man, and that in his opinion the nobility ought to 
think themſelves obliged, without ſolicitation, to take 
every opportunity of ſupporting him by their coun» 
tenance and patronage. But he had generally the 
mortification to hear that the whole intereſt of his 
mother was employed to fruſtrate his applications, 
and that ſhe never left any expedient untried, by 
which he might be cut off from the poſſibility of 
ſupporting life. The ſame diſpofition ſhe endeavoured. 
to diffuſe among all thoſe over whom nature or for- 
tune gave her any influence, and indeed ſucceeded too 
well in her deſign; but could not always propagate 
her effrontery with her cruelty, for ſome of thoſe, 
whom ſhe incited againſt him, were aſhamed of their 
own conduct, and boaſted of that relief which they 
never gave him. | 

In this cenſure I do not indiſcriminately involve 
all his relations; for he has mentioned with grati- 
_ tude the humanity of one lady, whoſe name I am 
now unable to recollect, and to whom therefore I can- 
not pay the praiſes which ſhe deſerves for having 
ated well in oppoſition to influence, precept, and 


example. 1 
e 
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The puniſhment which our laws inflict upon thoſe 
parents who murder their infants is well known, nor 
has its juſtice ever been conteſted; but if th ey de- 
ſerve death who deftroy a child in its birth, what 
pains can be fevere enough for her who forbencs to 
deſtroy him only to inflict ſharper miſeries upon 
him ; who prolongs his life only to make him mi- 
ſerable; and who expoſes him, without care and 
without pity, to the malice of oppreſſion, the ca- 
prices of chance, and the temptations of poverty; 
who rejoices to ſee him overwhelmed with calami- 
ties ; and, when his own induſtry, or the charity of 
others, has enabled him to riſe for a ſhort time 
above his miſeries, plunges him —_ into his for- 
mer diſtreſs? 

The kindneſs of his friends not affording him any 
conſtant ſupply, and the proſpect of improving his 
fortune by enlarging his acquaintance neceffarily 
leading him to places of expence, he found it ne- 
ceſſary to & endeavour once more at dramatick poetry, 
for which he was now better qualified by a more ex- 
tenſive knowledge, and longer obſervation. But 
having been unſucceſsful in comedy, though rather 
for want of opportunities than genius, he reſolved 
to try whether he ſhould not be more fortunate in 
exhibiting a tragedy. | 

The ſtory which he choſe for the ſubject, was 
that of Sir Thomas Overbury, a ſtory well adapted 
to the ſtage, though perhaps not far enough re- 
moved from the preſent age to. admit properly the 
fictions neceſfary to complete the plan; for the mind, 


* In 1723, 
which 
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which naturally loves truth, is always moſt offended - 
with the violation of thoſe” truths of which we are 
moſt certain; and we of eourſe conceive thoſe facts 
moſt e . N nearer to our own | 
time. 

Out of thi faorp te Hema + A Ang wk if 
the circumſtances in which he wrote it be conſidered, 
will afford at once an uncommon: proof of ſtrength of 
genius, and evenneſs of mind, of à ſerenity not 
to be ruffled, and an — dot o 700 fup- 
prefſed. 

During a confldcrebie part of ide e ih. which 
he was employed upon this performance, he was 
without lodging, and often without meat; not had 
he any other conveniences for ſtudy than the fields or 
the ſtreets allowed him; there he uſed to walk and 
form his ſpeeches, and afterwards ſtep into a ſhop, beg 
for a few moments the uſe of the pen and ink, and 
write down what he had com poſed us paper which 
he had picked up by accident. 

If the performance of a writer thus diſtreſſed is not 
perfect, its faults ought: ſurely to be imputed to a 
cauſe very different from want of genius, and muſt 
rather excite pity than provoke cenſure, 718 

But when under theſe diſcouragements the tragedy 
was finiſhed, there yet remained the labour of intro- 
ducing it on the ſtage, an undertaking, which, to 
an ingenuous mind, was in a very high degree vexa- 
tious and diſguſting ; for, having little intereſt or re- 
putation, he-was obliged to ſubmit himſelf wholly to 
the players, and admit, with whatever reluctance, 
the emendations of Mr. Cibber, which he always con- 
ſidered as the diſgrace of his performance. 


He 
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He bad indeed in Mr. Hill another eritick of a 
very different claſs, from whoſe friendſhip he received 
great aſſiſtance on many occaſions, and whom he never 
mentioned but with the utmoſt tenderneſs and regard. 
He had been for ſome time diſtinguiſhed by him 
with very particular kindneſs, and on this occaſion it 
was natural to apply to him as an author of an eſtab- 
liſhed. character. He therefore ſent this tragedy to 
him, with 8 ſhort copy of verſes * in which he de- 
ſired his correction. Mr. Hill, whoſe humanity and 
politeneſs are generally known, readily complied with 
his requeſt; but as he is remarkable for ſingularity 
of ſentiment, and bold experiments in language, Mr. 
Savage did not think this play much improved by his 
innovation, and had even at that time the courage to 
reject ſeveral paſſages which he could not approve; 
and, what is ſtill more laudable, Mr. Hill had the 
generoſity not to reſent the neglect of his alterations, 
but wrote the prologue and epilogue, in which he 
touches on the circumſtances of the author with. great 
tenderneſs. - 15 i 


After all theſe obſtructions and cant anden e was 
only able to bring his play upon the ſtage in the ſum · 
mer, when the chief actors had retired, and the reſt 
were in poſſeſſion of the houſe for their own advantage. 
Among theſe, Mr. Savage was admitted to play the 
part of Sir Thomas Overbury f, by which he gained 
no great reputation, the theatre being a province for 


— 


* Printed in the late Collection of his Poems. 
lt was acted only three nights, the firſt on June 12, 1723. 
When the houſe opened for the winter ſeaſon it was once more 
performed, for the author's benefit, Oct. 2, R. 


which 


which nature ſeems not to have deſigned him; for 

neither his voice, look, nor geſture, were ſuch 'as 
were expected on the ſtage; and he was ſo much 
aſhamed of having been reduced to appear as a 
player, that he always blotted out his name from 


the liſt, when a copy of His ap. was to be __ 
to his friends. 


In the publication of his «dribble be was more 
ſucceſsful, for the rays of genius that glimmered in 
it, that glimmered through all the miſts which po- 
verty and Cibber had been able to ſpread over it, 
procured him the notice and eſteem of many per- 
ſons eminent for their rank, their ee n 1 
Wit. 


Of this play, acted, les Ad dedicated, the 
accumulated profits aroſe to an hundred pounds, 
which he thought at that time a very large ſum, hav- 
ing been never maſter of ſo much before. 


In the Dedication *, for which he received ten 
guineas, there 1s i remarkable. The Preface 
contains a very liberal encomium on the blooming 
excellence of Mr. Theophilus Cibber, which Mr. 
Savage could not in the latter part of his life ſee his 
friends about to read without ſnatching the play out 
of their hands. The generoſity of Mr. Hill did not 
end on this occafion; for afterwards, when Mr. 
Savage's neceſſities returned, he encouraged a ſub- 
ſcription to a Miſcellany of Poems in a very extraor- 
dinary manner, by publiſhing his ſtory in the Plain 


To Herbert Tryſt, Eſq. of Herefordſhire, Dr. J. 


Dealer, 
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Dealer *, with ſome affecting lines, which he aſſerts 
to have been written by Mr. Savage upon the treat- 
ment received by him from his mother, but of which 
he was himſelf the author, as Mr. Savage afterwards 
declared. Theſe lines, and the paper in which they 
were inſerted, had a very powerful effect upon all but 
his mother, whom, by making her cruelty more pub- 
lic, they only hardened in her averſion. _ 

Mr. Hill not only promoted the ſubſcription to the 
Miſcellany, but furniſhed likewiſe the greateſt part of 
the Poems of which it is compoſed, and particu- 
larly The Happy Man, which he pied as a ſpe- 
cimen. 

The ſubſcriptions of thoſe whom theſe papers 
ſhould influence to patronize merit in diſtreſs, with- 
out any other ſolicitation, were directed to be left at 
Button's coffee-houſe; and Mr. Savage going thither 

a few days afterwards, without expectation of any 
| eff from his propoſal, found to his ſurpriſe ſeventy 
guineas · , which had been ſent him in conſequence of 
the compaſſion excited by Mr, Hill's pathetic repre- 


ſentation, 


* The Plain Dealer was a periodical paper, written by 
Mr. Hill and Mr. Bond, whom Savage called the two contend- 
Ing powers of light and darkneſs. They wrote by turns each 
Eſſays; and the character of the work was obſerved regularly 
to riſe in Mr. Hill's weeks, and fall in Mr. Bond's, Dr. J. 

+ The names of thoſe who ſo generouſly contributed to his 
relief, having been mentioned in a former account, ought not to 
be omitted here. They were the Ducheſs of Cleveland, Lady 
E Lady Caſtlemain, Lady Gower, Lady Leelimere, 
the Ducheſs Dowager and Ducheſs of Rutland, Lady Strafford, 


the Counteſs Dowager of Warwick, Mrs. Mary Floyer, Mrs. 
Sofuel Noel, Duke of Rutland, Lord — Lord 


Milſington, Mr, John Savage. Dr. J. 
I To 
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To this Miſcellany he wrote a Preface, in which.he 
gives an account of his mother's cruelty in a very un- 
common ſtrain of humour, and with a gaiety of ima- 
gination, which the ſucceſs of his ſubſcription pro- 
bably produced. 

The Dedication is addreſſed to the Lady Mary 
Wortley Montague, whom he flatters without reſerve, 
and, to confeſs the truth, with very little art *. The 
ſame obſervation may be extended to all his Dedica- 
tions : his compliments are conſtrained and violent, 
heaped. together without the grace of order, or the 
decency of introduction: he ſeems to have written 
his panegyricks for the peruſal only of bis patrons, 
and to imagine that he had no other taſk than to pam - 
per them with praiſes however groſs, and that flattery 
would make i its way to the heart, without the aſſiſtance 
of elegance or invention. 

Soon afterwards the death of the king furniſhed a 
general ſubject for a poetical conteſt, in 2 Mr. 


* This the following extract from it will prove: 
since our country has been honoured with the glory of your 
« wit, as elevated and immortal as your ſoul, it no longer remains 
< a doubt whether your ſex have ſtrength of mind in proportion to 
« their ſweetneſs. There is ſomething in your verſes as diſtin- 
« guiſhed as your air,—They are ſtrong as truth, as deep as rea- 
“ ſon, as clear as innocence, and as ſmooth as beauty.— They 
« contain a nameleſs and peculiar mixture of force and grace, 
„which is at once ſo moving]y ſerene, and ſo majeſtically lovely, 
« that it is too amiable to appear any where but in your eyes and 
« in your writings. 

« Ag fortune is not more my enemy than I am the enemy of 
« flattery, I know not how I can forbear this application to your 
% Ladyſhip, becauſe there is ſcarce a poſſibility that I ſhould ſay 
% more than I believe, when I am ſpeaking of your excel- 
9 lence.” Dr. J. 


Savage 


Savage engaged, and is allowed to have carried the 
Prize of honour from his competitors: but I know 
not whether he gained by his performance any 
other advantage than the increaſe of his reputation ; 
though it muſt certainly have been with farther views 
that he prevailed upon himſelf to attempt a ſpecies of 
writing, of which all the topicks had been long before 
exhauſted, and which was made at once difficult by 
the multitudes that had failed in it, and thoſe that 
had ſucceeded. 

He was now advancing in reputation, and though 
frequently involved in very diſtreſsful perplexities, 


appeared however to be gaining upon mankind, 
when both his fame and his life were endangered 


by an event, of which it is not yet determined 
whether it ought to be mentioned as a Crime or a 
calamity. - 
On the 20th of November, 1727, Mr. Savage came 
from Richmond, where he then lodged, that he 
might purſue his ſtudies with leſs interruption, with 
an intent to diſcharge another lodging which he had 
in Weſtminſter; and accidentally meeting two gen- 
tlemen *his acquaintances, whoſe names were Mer- 
chant and Gregory, he went in with them to a neigh- 
bouring coffee-houſe, and fat drinking till it was late, 
it being in no time of Mr. Savage's life any part of his 
character to be the firſt of the company that defired to 
ſeparate. He would willingly have gone to bed in the 
ſame houſe; but there was not room for the whole 
company, and therefore they agreed to ramble 
about the ſtreets, and divert themſelves with ſuch 


amuſements as ſhould offer themſelves till morning. 
An 


In this walk they Hopper eh to diſcover a 
Ugbt in Robinſon's coftee-houſe near Charing-eroſs, 
and therefore went in. Merchant with ſome rudeneſs 
demanded a room, and was told that there was a good 
fire in the next parlour, which the company were 
about to leave, being then paying their reckoning. 
Merchant, not ſatisfied with this anſwer, ruſhed into 
the room, and was followed by his companions. He 
then petulantly placed himſelf between the company 
and the fire, and ſoon. after kicked down the table. 
T his produced a quarrel, ſwords were drawn'on both 
ſides, and one Mr. James Sinclair was killed. ' Says 
age, having likewife wounded a maid that held him, 
forced his way with Merchant out of the houſe ; but 
being intimidated and confuſed, without reſolution 
cither to fly or ſtay, they were taken in a back-court 


by one of the company, and ſome ſoldiers, whom he 


had called to his aſſiſtance. 

Being ſecured and guarded that night, they v were 
in the morning carried before three juſtices, who 
committed them to the Gatehouſe, from whence, 
upon the death of Mr. Sinclair, which happened the 
ſame day, they were removed in the night to News 
gate, where they were however treated with ſome 
diſtinction, exempted from the ignominy of chains, 
and confined, not among the common criminals, 
þut 1 in the Preſs-yard. 

When the day of trial came, the court was 
crowded in a very unuſual manner, and the publick 
appeared to intereſt itſelf as in a cauſe of general con- 
cern. The witneſſes againſt Mr. Savage and his 
friends were, the woman who kept the houſe, which 
was a houſe of ill fame, and her maid, the men who 
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were in the room with Mr, Sinclair, and a woman 'of 
the town, who had been drinking with them, and 
with whom one of them had been ſeen in bed. They 
ſwore in general, that Merchant gave the provocation, 
which Savage and Gregory drew their ſwords to juſ- 
tify; that Savage drew firſt, and that he ſtabbed 
Sinclair when he was not in a poſture of defence, or 
while Gregory commanded his ſword ; that after 
he had given the thruſt he turned pale, and would 
have retired, but the maid clung round him, and 
one of the company endeavoured to detain him, from 
whom he broke, by cutting the maid on the head, 

but was afterwards taken in a court. 

There was ſome difference in their depoſitions ; 
one did not ſee Savage give the wound, another ſaw 
it given when Sinclair held his point towards the 
ground; and the woman of the town afferted, that 
ſhe did not ſee Sinclair's ſword at all: this difference 
however was very far from amounting to inconſiſt- 
ency ; but it was ſufficient to ſhew, that the hurry 
of the diſpute was ſuch, that it was not eaſy to dif- 
cover the truth with relation to particular cireum- 
ſtances, and that therefore ſome deductions were to 
be made from the credibility of the teſtimonies. 

Sinclair had declared ſeveral times before his death, 
that he received his wound from Savage : nor did 
Savage at his trial deny the fact, but endeavoured 
partly to extenuate it, by urging the ſuddenneſs of 
the whole action, and the impoſſibility of any ill de- 
_ fign, or premeditated malice; and partly to juſtify 
it by the neceſſity of ſelf-defence, and the hazard of 
his own life, if he had loft that opportunity of giv- 
ing the thruſt ; he obſerved, that neither reaſon nor 
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law obliged a man to wait for the blow which was 
threatened, and which, if he ſhould ſuffer it, he 
might never be able to return ; that it was allowable 
to prevent an aſfault, and to preſerve life by taking 
away that of the adverſary, by whom it was en- 
dangered. | 

With regard to the violence with which be endea- 
voured to eſcape, he declared, that it was not his de- 
ſign to fly from juſtice, or decline a trial, but to avoid 
the expences and ſeverities of a priſon ; and that he 
intended to have appeared at the bar without com- 
pulſion. 

This defence, which took up more than an hour, 
was heard by the multitude that thronged the court 
with the moſt attentive and reſpectful filence : thoſe 
who thought he ought not to be acquitted, owned 
that applauſe could not be refuſed him; and thoſe 
who before pitied his misfortunes, now reverenced 
his abilities, 

The witneſſes which appeared againſt him were 
proved to be perſons of characters which did not en- 
title them to much credit; a common ſtrumpet, a 
woman by whom ſtrumpets were entertained, a man 
by whom they were ſupported : and the character of 
Savage was by ſeveral perſons of diſtinction aſſerted 
to be that of a modeſt inoffenſive man, not inclined 
to broils or to inſolence, and who had, to that 
time, been only known for his nen and 
his wit. | 

Had his audience been his judges, he had un- 
doubtedly been acquitted ; but Mr. Page, who was 
then upon the bench, treated him with his uſual 


infotence and ſeverity, and when he had ſummed up 
. the 


the evidence, endeavoured to exaſperate the jury, 
as Mr. Savage uſed to relate it, with this eloquent 
harangue : 

© Gentlemen of the j jury, you are to en that 
© Mr. Savage is a very great man, a much greater 
man than you or I, gentlemen of the jury; that he 
wears very fine clothes, much finer clothes than you 
© or I, gentlemen of the jury; that he has abund- 
* ance of money in his pocket, much more money 
© than you or I, gentlemen of the jury; but, gen- 


tlemen of the jury, is it not a very hard caſe, gen- 


© tlemen of the jury, that Mr. Savage ſhould there- 
fore kill you or me, gentlemen of the jury? 

Mr. Savage, hearing his defence thus miſrepre- 
ſented, and the men who were to decide his fate in- 
cited againſt him by invidious compariſons, reſolutely 
aſſerted, that his cauſe was not candidly explained, 


and began to recapitulate what he had before ſaid with 


regard to his condition, and the neceſſity of endeavour- 
ing to eſcape the expences of impriſonment ; but the 
judge having ordered him to be filent, and repeated 
his orders without effect, commanded that he ſhould 
be taken from the bar by force. 


The jury then heard the opinion of the judge, that 
good characters were of no weight againſt poſitive 


evidence, though they might turn the ſcale where it 
was doubtful; and that though, when two men at- 
tack each other, the death of either is only man- 
ſlaughter ; but where one is the aggreſſor, as in the 
caſe before them, and, in purſuance of his firſt attack, 
kills the other, the law ſuppoſes the action, how- 
ever ſudden, to be malicious. They then deliberated 
upon their verdict, and determined that Mr. Savage 


and 
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and Mr. Gregory were guilty of murder; and 
Mr. Merchant, who had no ſword, only of man- 
ſlaughter. - oe ET 

Thus ended this memorable; trial, which laſted 
eight hours. Mr. Savage and Mr, Gregory were con- 
ducted back to priſon, where they were more cloſely 
confined, and loaded with irons of fifty pounds 
weight : four days afterwards they were ſent back to 
the court to receive ſentence; on which occaſion Mr. 
Savage made, as far as it could be retained in memory, 
the following ſpeech : | 8 

It ts now, my Lord, too late to offer any thing 
by way of defence or vindication; nor can we ex- 
e pect from your Lordſhips, in this court, but the 
C ſentence which the law requires you, as judges, to 
& pronounce againſt men of our calamitous condition, 
« But we are alſo perſuaded, that as mere men, 
« and out of this ſeat of rigorous juſtice, you are 
* ſuſceptive of the tender paſſions, and too humane 
© not to commiſerate the unhappy ſituation of thoſe, 
© whom the law ſometimes perhaps - exacts - from 
6e you to pronounce upon. No doubt you diſtinguiſh 
© between offences which ariſe out of premeditation, 
& and a diſpoſition habituated to vice or immorality, 
and tranſgreſſions, which are the unhappy. and 
e unforeſeen effects of caſual abſence of reaſon, and 
&« ſudden impulſe of paſſion ; we therefore hope you 
ce will contribute all you can. to an extenſion of that 
© mercy, which the gentlemen, of the jury have been. 
« pleaſed to ſhew Mr. Merchant, who (allowing facts 
< as ſworn againſt us by the evidence) has leq, us 
« into this our calamity, I hope this will not be 


« conſtrued as if we meant to reflect upon that gene 
| X 3 b tleman, 
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te tleman, or remove any thing from us upon him, 
| & or that we repine the more at our fate, becauſe he 
| te has no participation of it: No, my Lord! For my 
cc part, I declare nothing could more ſoften my 
te grief, than to be without any e in ſo 
2 * test a misfortune .“ 

Mr. Savage had now no hopes of life, but from 
the mercy of the crown, which was very earneſtly 
ſolicited by his friends, and which, with whatever dif- 
ficulty the ſtory may obtain belief, was obſtructed only 

by his mother. 

To prejudice the Queen againſt him, ſhe made uſe 
of an incident, which was omitted in the order of 
time, that it might be mentioned together with the 
purpoſe which it was made to ſerve. Mr. Savage, 
when he had diſcovered his birth, had an inceſſant 
defire to ſpeak to his mother, who always avoided 
him in publick, and refuſed him admiſſion into her 
houſe. One evening walking, as it was his cuſtom, 
in the ſtreet that ſhe inhabited, he ſaw the door of 
her houſe by accident open ; he entered it, and, find- 
ing no perſon in the paſſage. to hinder him, went up 
ſtairs to ſalute her. She diſcovered him before he 
entered the chamber, alarmed the family with the 
moſt diftreſsful outeries, and when ſhe had by her 
ſcreams gathered them about her, ordered them ta 
drive out of the houſe that villain, who had forced 
himſelf in upon her, and endeavoured to murder her, 
Savage, who had attempted with the moſt ſubmiſſiye 

_ tenderneſs to ſoften her rage, hearing her utter ſa 
deteſtable an accuſation, thought it prudent to re- 


* Mr, Savage's Life, 


tire ; 
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tire; and, I believe, never muß; afterwards to 
ſpeak to her. 

But, ſhocked as he was with her falſehood ind 
her cruelty, he imagined that ſhe intended no other 
uſe of her lye, than to ſet herſelf free from his em- 
braces and ſolicitations, and was very far from ſuſpe&- 
ing that ſhe would treaſure it in her memory as an 
inſtrument of future wickedneſs, or that ſhe would 
endeavour for this fictitious aſſault to W him of 
his life. 

But when the Queen was ſolicited for his pardon, 
and informed of the ſevere treatment which he had 
ſuffered from his judge, ſhe anſwered, that, how- 
ever unjuſtifiable might be the manner of his trial, 
or whatever extenuation the action for which he was 
condemned might admit, ſhe could not think that man 
a proper object of the King's mercy, who had been 
capable of entering his mother's houſe in the night, 
with an intent to murder her, 

By whom this atrocious calumny had bi tranſ- 
mitted to the Queen; whether ſhe that invented had 
the front to relate it; whether ſhe found any one 
weak enough to credit it, ar corrupt enough to con- 
cur with her in her hateful deſign; I know not: 
but methods had been taken to perſuade the Queen 
ſo ſtrongly of the truth of it, that ſhe for a long 
time refuſed to hear any one of thoſe who petitioned 
for his life. | | 

Thus had Savage periſhed by the evidence of a 
bawd, a ſtrumpet, and his mother, had not juſtice 
and compaſſion procured him an advocate of rank too 
great to be rejected unheard, and of virtue too emi- 

nent to be heard without being believed. His merit 
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and his calamities happened to reach the eax.of the 
Counteſs of Hertford, who engaged in his ſupport 
with all the tenderneſs that is excited by pity, and all 
the zeal which is kindled by generoſity ; and, de- 
manding an audience of the Queen, laid befaxe her 
the whole ſeries of his mother's cruelty, expoſed the 
improbability.. of an accuſation by which he was 


charged with an intent to commit a murder that could 


produce no advantage, and ſoon convinced her how 
little his former conduct could deſerve to be men- 
tioned as a reaſon for extraordinary ſeverity. 

The interpoſition of this Lady was ſo, ſucceſsful, 
that he was ſaon after admitted to, bail, and, on the 
gth of March, 1728, pleaded the King s pardon, 

It is natural to enquire upon what motives his mo- 
ther could perſecute him in a manner ſo outrageous 
and implacable; for what reaſon ſhe could. employ 
all the arts of malice, and all the ſnares of calumny, 


to take away the life of her own ſon, of a ſan who 


never injured. her, who was never ſupported by her 
expence, nor obſtructed any proſpect of pleaſure or 
advantage : why ſhe would endeayour to deſtroy him 
by a lye—a lye which could not gain credit, but muſt 
vaniſh of itſelf at the firſt moment of examination, 
and of which only this can be ſaid to make it pro- 
bable, that it may be obſerved from her conduct, 
that the moſt execrable crimes are ſometimes com- 
mitted without apparent temptation, 

This mother is {till alive *, and may perhaps even 
yet, though her malice was ſo often defeated, enjoy 


* She died Oct. 11, 1753, at her houſe in Old Bond Street, 
aged above fourſcore. R. 
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the pleaſure of reflecting, that the life which ſhe 
often endeavoured to deſtroy, was at laſt ſhortened 
by her maternal offices; that though ſhe could not 
tranſport her ſon to the plantations; bury him in the 
ſhop of a mechanic, or haſten the hand of the publick 
executioner, ſhe has yet had the ſatisfaction of imbit- 
tering all his hours, and forcing him into exigencies 
that hurried on his death, 

It is hy no means neceſſary to aggravate the enor- 
mity of this woman's conduct, by placing it in oppo- 
ſition to that of the Counteſs of Hertford ; no one 
can fail to obſerve how much more amiable it is 
to relieve, than to oppreſs, and to reſcue inno- 
cence from deſtruction, than to deſtroy without an 
injury. 

Mr. Savage, during his impriſonment, his wal, 
and the time in which he lay under ſentence of death, 
behaved with great firmneſs and equality. of mind, 
and confirmed by his fortitude the eſteem of thoſe 
who before admired him for his abilities * The 
peculiar circumſtances of- his life were made more 
generally known by a ſhort account , which "as 


* It appears that during his confinement he wrote a letter to 
bis mother, which he ſent 'to Theophilus Cibber, that it might 
be tranſmitted to her through the means of Mr. Wilks. In his 
Letter to Cibber he ſays—* As to death, I am eaſy, and dare 
meet it like a man—all that touches me is the concern of my 
friends, and a reconcilement with my mother—I cannot expreſs 
the agony I felt when I wrote the letter to her—if you can find 
any decent excuſe for ſhewing it to- Mrs. Oldfield, do; for I 
would have all my friends (and that admirable lady in particular) 
be ſatisfied I have done my duty towards it—Dr, Young FO h 
{ent me a letter, moſt paſſionately kind.” R. 

1 Written by Mr. Beckin gham and another gentleman, Dr. J. 


7 then 


then publiſhed, and of which ſeveral thouſands were 
in a few weeks diſperſed over the nation : and the 
com paſſion of mankind operated ſo powerfully in his 
favour, that he was enabled, by frequent preſents, 
not only to ſupport himſelf, but to aſſiſt Mr, 

Gregory in priſon; and, when he was pardoned and 
releaſed, he found the number of ar friends not 
leſſened. 

The nature of the act for which he bad been tried 
was in itſelf doubtful; of the evidences which ap- 
peared againſt him, the character of the man was not 
une xceptionable, that of the women notoriouſly in- 
famous; ſhe, whoſe teſtimony chiefly influenced the 
jury to condemn him, afterwards retracted her aſſer- 
tions. He always himſelf denied that he was drunk, 
as had been generally reported. Mr. Gregory, who 
is now (1744) Collector of Antigua, is ſaid to de- 
clare him far leſs criminal than he was imagined, even 
by ſome who favoured him; and Page himſelf after- 
wardsconfeſſed, that he had treated him with uncom- 
mon rigour. When all theſe particulars are rated to- 
gether, perhaps the memory of Savage may not be 
much ſullied by his trial. 

Some time after he obtained his liberty, he met 
in the ſtreet the woman that had ſworn with ſo much 
malignity againſt him. She informed him, that ſhe 

was in diſtreſs, and, with a degree of confidence not 

eaſily attainable, deſired him to relieve her. He, in- 
ſtead of inſultipg her miſery, and taking pleaſure in 

the calamities of one who had brought his life into 

danger, reproved her gently for her perjury; and 
changing the only guinea that he had, divided it 
equally between her and himſelf. 


This 
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This is an action which in ſome ages would have 
made a faint, and perhaps in others a here, and 
which, without any hy perbolical encomiums, muſt 
be allowed to be an inſtance of uncommon gene- 
roſity, an act of complicated virtue; by which he 
at once relieved the poor, corrected the vicious, and 
forgave an enemy; by which he at once remitted the 
ſtrongeſt provocations, and exerciſed the moſt . 
charity. ; 

Compaſſion was indeed the diſtinguiſhing quality 
of Savage; he never appeared inclined to take ad- 
vantage of weakneſs, to attack the defenceleſs, or 
to.preſs upon the falling: whoever was diſtreſſed, 
was certain at leaſt of his good wiſhes; and when 
he could give no affiſtance to extricate them from 
misfortunes, he endeavoured to ſooth them by ſym- 
pathy and tenderneſs. 
But when his heart was not ſoftened by the fight 
of miſery, he was ſometimes obſtinate in his reſent- 
ment, and did not quickly loſe the remembrance of 
an injury. He always continued to ſpeak with anger 
of the inſolence and partiality of Page, and a ſhort 
time before his death revenged it by a ſatire *. 

It is natural to enquire in what terms Mr. Sayage 
ſpoke of this fatal action, when the danger was over, 
and he was under no neceſſity of uſing any art to ſet 
his conduct in the faireſt light. He was not willing 
to dwell upon it; and, if he tranſiently mentioned it, 
appeared neither to eoitiſder himſelf as a murderer, 
nor as a man wholly tree from the 0 of blood . 


* Printed in the late collection. 
+ In one of his letters he ſtyles it“ a fatal quarrel, but too 
well known,” Dr, J. 
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How much and how long he regretted it, appeared 
in a poem which he publiſhed many years after- 
wards. On occafion of a copy of verſes, in which 
the failings of good men were recounted, and in 
which the author had endeavoured to illuſtrate his 
poſition, that . the beſt may ſometimes deviate from 
virtue, by an inſtance of murder committed by 
Savage in the heat of wine, Savage remarked, that 
it was no very juſt repreſentation of a good man, to 
ſuppoſe him liable to drunkenneſs, and diſpoſed in 


his riots to cut throats, 


He was now indeed at liberty, but was, as before, 
without any other ſuppart than accidental favours 
and uncertain patronage afforded him; ſources by 
which. he was ſometimes very liberally ſupplied, and 
which at other times were ſuddenly ſtopped; ſo that 
he ſpent his life between want and plenty; or, what 
was yet worſe, between beggary and extravagance 


for, as whatever he received was the gift of chance, 


which might as well favour him at one time as ano- 
ther, he was tempted to ſquander what he had, be- 
cauſe he always hoped to be immediately ſupplied, 
Another cauſe of his profuſion was the abſurd 
kindneſs of his friends, who at once rewarded and 
enjoyed his abilities, by treating him at taverns, and 
habituating him to pleaſures which he could not 
afford to enjoy, and which he was not able to deny 
himſelf, though he purchaſed the luxury of a ſingle 
pight by the anguiſh of cold and hunger for a week. 
The experience of theſe inconveniences determined 
hin to endeavour after ſome ſettled i income, which, 
having long found ſubmiſſion and intreaties Kriele, 


he aewpiee to extort from his mother by rougher 
| methods. 
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methods. He had now, as he acknowledged, loſt 
that tenderneſs for "es which the whole ſeries of 
her eruelty had not been able wholly to repreſs, till 
he found, by the efforts which ſhe made for his de- 
ſtruction, that ſhe was not content with refuſing to 
aſſiſt him, and being neutral in his ſtruggles with 
poverty, but was ready to ſnatch every opportunity 
of adding to his misfortunes; and that ſhe was now 
to be confidered as an enemy implacably malicious, 
whom nothing but his, blood could ſatisfy, He there- 
fore threatened to haraſs her with lampoons, and to 
publiſh a copious narrative of her conduct, unleſs 
ſhe conſented to purchaſe an exemption from infamy, 
by allowing him a penſion. 

This expedient proved ſucceſsful. Whether * 
ſtill ſurvived, though virtue was extinct, or whether 
her relations had more delicacy than herſelf, and 
imagined that ſome of the darts which ſatire might 
point at her would glance upon them; Lord Tyr- 
connel, whatever were his motives, upon his pro- 
miſe to lay aſide his deſign of expoſing the cruelty 
of his mother, received him into his family, treated 
him as his equal, and engaged to allow him a pen- 
ſion of two hundred pounds a year. 

This was the golden part of Mr. Savage's life; 
and for ſome time he had no reaſon to complain of 
fortune; his appearance was ſplendid, his expences 
large, and his acquaintance extenſive. He was 
courted by all who endeavoured to be thought men 
of genius, and careſſed by all who valued themſelves 
upon a refined taſte. To admire Mr. Savage, was 
a proof of diſcernment; and to be acquainted with 


him, was a title to poetical reputation. His preſence 
was 
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was ſufficient to make any place of publick enter - 
tainment popular; and his approbation and example 
conſtituted the faſhion. So powerful is genius, when 
it is inveſted with the glitter of affluence! Men wil- 
lingly pay to fortune that regard which they owe to 
merit, and are pleaſed when they have an opportu- 
nity at once of gratifying their vanity, and practiſing 
their duty. 

This interval of proſperity furniſhed him with 
opportunities of enlarging his knowledge of human 
nature, by contemplating life from its higheſt gra- 
dations to its loweſt; and, had he afterwards applied 
to dramatick poetry, he would perhaps not have had 
many ſuperiors; for as he never ſuffered any ſcene 
to paſs before his eyes without notice, he had trea- 
ſured in his mind all the different combinations of 
paſhons, and the innumerable mixtures of vice and 
virtue, which diſtinguiſh one character from another; 
and, as his conception was ſtrong, his expreffions 
were clear, he eaſily received impreſſions from objects, 
and very forcibly tranſmitted them to others. 

Of his exact obſervations on human life he has 
left a proof, which would do honour to the greateſt 
names, in a ſmall pamphlet, called, The Author to 
be let*, where he introduces Iſcariot Hackney, a 
proſtitute ſcribbler, giving an account of his birth, 
his education, his diſpoſition and morals, habits of 
life, and maxims of conduct. In the introduction 
are related many ſecret hiſtories of the petty writers 


of that time, but ſometimes mixed with ungenerous 


reflections on their birth, their circumſtances, or 


Printed in his Works, vol. Il. p. 231. 6 
thoſe 
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thoſe of their relations; nor can it be denied, that 
ſome paſlages are ſuch as Iſcariot n . 
himſelf have produced. | 

He was accuſed likewiſe of living in an appear 
ance of friendſhip with ſome whom he ſatiriſed, and 
of making uſe of the confidence which he gained by 
a ſeeming kindneſs, to diſcover failings and expoſe 
them: it muſt be confeſſed, that Mr. Savage's eſteem 
was no very certain poſſeſſion, and that he would 
lampoon at one time thoſe whom he had n at 
another. ä 

It may be alledged, that the ſame man may change 
his principles; and that he, who was once deſervedly 
commended, may be afterwards ſatiriſed with equal 
juſtice; or that the poet was dazzled with the ap- 
pearance of virtue, and found the man whom he had 
celebrated, when he had an opportunity of examin- 
ing him more narrowly, unworthy of the panegy- 
rick which he had too haſtily beſtowed ; and that, 
as a falſe fatire ought to be recanted, for the ſake 
of him whoſe reputation may be injured, falſe praiſe 
ought likewiſe to be obviated, left the diſtinction 
between vice and virtue ſhould be loſt, leſt a bad 
man ſhould be truſted upon the credit of his enco+ 
miaſt, or leſt others ſhould endeavour to hein the 
like praiſes by the ſame means. | | 

But though theſe excuſes may be often planſibley 
and ſometimes juſt, they are very ſeldom ſatisfactory 
to mankind; and the writer, who is not conſtant to 
his ſubject, quickly ſinks into contempt, his ſatire 
loſes its force, and his panegyrick its value,. and he 
is only conſidered at one time as a flatterer, and as 
a calumniator at another, 
4) To 
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To avoid theſe imputations, it is only neceſſary td 
follow the rules of virtue; and to preſerve an unyaried 
regard to truth. For though it is undoubtedly poſ- 
fible that a man, however cautious, may be ſome- 
times deceived by an artful appearance of virtue, or 
by falſe evidences of guilt, ſuch errors will not be 
frequent; and it will be allowed, that the name of 
an author would never have been made contemptible, 
had no man ever faid what he did not think, or 
miſled others but when he was himſelf deceived: 

The Author to be let was firſt publiſhed in a ſingle 
Pamphlet, and afterwards inſerted in a collection of 
pieces relating to the Dunciad, which were addreſſed 
by Mr. Savage to the Earl of Middleſex, in a“ de- 
dication which he was prevailed upon to ſign, though 
he did not write it, and in which there are ſome po- 
fitions, that the true author would perhaps not have 
publiſhed under his own name, and on which Mr. 


Savage afterwards reflected with no great ſatisfaction ; 


the enumeration of the bad effects of the uncon- 
trouled freedom of the preſs, and the aſſertion that 


the“ liberties taken by the writers of Journals with 
e their {ſuperiors were exorbitant and unjuſtifiable,” 


very ilt became men, who have themſelves not always | 


 ſhewn the exacteſt regard to the laws of ſubordination 


in their writings, and who have often ſatiriſed thoſe 
that at leaſt thought themſelves their ſuperiors, as 


they were eminent for their hereditary rank, and 


employed in the higheſt offices of the kingdom. But 


this is only an inſtance of that partiality which almoſt 
_ every man indulges with regard to himſelf : the 


liberty of the preſs is a bleſhng when we are inclined 
* See his Works, vol. II. p. 233. 


to 
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to wtite againſt others,. and a calamity when we find 
ourſelves overborne by the multitude of our aflailants; 
as the power of the crown is always thought too 
great by thoſe who ſuffer by its influence, and too 
little by thoſe in whole favour it is exerted; and a 
{ſtanding army is generally accounted . neceſſary by 
thoſe who command, and dangerous and oppreflive 
by thoſe who ſupport it. 

Mr. Savage was likewiſe very far from believing; 
that the letters annexed to each ſpecies of bad poets 
in the Bathos were, as he was directed to aſſert, “ ſet 
* down at random;” for when he was charged by 
one of his friends with putting his name to ſuch an 
improbability, he had no other anſwer to make than 
that“ he did not think of it;“ and his friend had 
roo much tenderneſs th reply, that next to the crime 
of writing contrary to what he thought, was that of 
writing without thinking. 
Alfter having remarked what is falſe in this dedi- 
cation, it is proper that I obſerve the impartiality 
which F recommend, by declaring what Savage af- 
ſerted; that the account of the circumſtances which 
attended the publication of the Dunciad, however 
ſtrange and improbable, was exactly true. 

The publication of this piece at this time raiſed 
Mr. Savage a great number of enemies among thofe 
that were attacked by Mr. Pope, with whom he was 
conſidered as a kind of confederate, and whom 
he was ſuſpected of ſupplying with private intelli- 
gence and ſecret incidents: fo that the ignominy of 
an informer was added to the terror of a ſatiriſt. 


Vor. . 1 * That 
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That he was not altogether free from * hy- 
pocriſy, and that he ſometimes ſpoke one thing, and 
wrote another, cannot be denied; beeauſe he himſelf 
confeſſed, that, when he lived with great familiarity 
with Dennis, he wrote an epigram * agamſt him. 

Mr. Savage, however, ſet all-the malice of all the 
pigmy writers at defiance, and thought the friendſhip 
of Mr. Pope cheaply purchaſed by being expoſed to 
their cenſure and their hatred; nor had he any reaſon 
to repent of the preference, for he found Mr. Pope 
a ſteady and unalienable friend almoſt to the end of 
his life. 

About this time, notwithſtanding his de! neu- 
trality with regard to party, he publiſhed a pane- 
gyrick on Sir Robert Walpole, for which he was 
rewarded by him with twenty guineas, a ſum not 
very large, if either the excellence of the perfor- 
- mance, or the affluence of the patron, be con- 
ſidered ; but greater than he afterwards obtained 
from a perſon of yet higher rank, and more deſirous 
in appearance of being diſfingudhed' as a patron of 
literature, 

As he was very far from approving the conduct of 
Sir Robert Walpole, and in converſation mentioned 
him ſometimes with acrimony and generally with 


* This epigram was, I believe, never publiſhed, 

Should Dennis publiſh you had ſtabb'd your brother, 
Lampoon'd your monarch, or debauch'd your mother; 
Say, what revenge on Dennis can be had, 

Too dull for laughter, for reply too mad? 
On one ſo poor you cannot take the law, 
On one ſo old your fword you ſcorn to draw. 
Uncag'd then, let the harmleſs monſter rage, 
Secure in dulneſs, madneſs, want, and age,” Dr. J. 
| con- 


| contempt; as he was one of thoſe who were always 
zealous in their aſſertions of the juſtice of the late 
oppoſition, jealous of the rights of the people, and 
alarmed by the long - continued triumph of the court; 
it was natural to aſæ him what could induce him to 
employ his poetry in praiſe of that man who was, 
in his opinion, an enemy to liberty, and an op- 
preſſor of his country? He alleged, that he was 
then dependent upon the Lord Tyreonnel, who was 
an implicit follower of the miniſtry; and that being 
enjoined by him, not without menaces, to write in 
Praiſe of his leader, he had not reſolution ſufficient 
to ſacrifice the pleaſure of affluence to that of 
integrity. 

On this, and on many other dente he was 
ready to lament the miſery of living at the tables of 
other men, which was his fate from the beginning 
to the end of his life; for I know not whether he 
ever had, for three months together, a ſettled habi- 
tation, in which he could elaim a right of refidence, 

To this unhappy ſtate it is juſt to impute much 
of the inconſtancy of his conduct; for though a 
readineſs to comply with the inclination of others 
was no part of his natural character, yet he was 
ſometimes obliged to relax his obſtinacy, and ſubmit 
his own judgement, and even his virtue, to the go- 
vernment of thoſe by whom he was ſupported: fo 
that, if his miſeries were ſometimes the conſequences 
of his faults, he ought not yet to be wholly excluded 
from compaſſion, becauſe his faults were very often 


the effects of his misfortunes. 


YL. 24 In 
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In this gay period * of his life, while he was ſur⸗ 
rounded by affluence and pleaſure, he publiſhed The 
Wanderer, a moral poem, of which the. defign is 
compriſed i in theſe lines: 


I fly all publick care, all venal ſtrife, 

To try the ſtill, compar'd with active, life; 
To prove, by theſe, the ſons of men may owe 
The fruits of bliſs to burſting clouds of woe; 
That ev'n calamity, by thought refin'd, 
Inſpirits and adorns the thinking mind. 


And more diſtinctly in the following paſſage 


By woe, the ſoul to daring action ſwells; 
By woe, in plaintleſs patience it excels ; 
From patience, prudent clear experience ſprings, 
And traces knowledge thro' the courſe of things! 
Thence hope is form'd, thence fortitude, ſucceſs, 
Renown hate“ er men covet and careſs. 


This performance was always conſidered by himſelf 
as his maſter- piece; and Mr. Pope, when he aſked 
his opinion of it, told him, that he read it once over, 
and was not diſpleaſed with it; that it gave him 
more pleaſure at the ſecond peruſal, and delighted 
him ſtill more at the third. 

It has been generally objected to The Wander, 
that the diſpoſition of the parts is irregular; that 
the defign 1s obſcure, and the plan perplexed; that 
the images, however beautiful, ſucceed each other 
without order; and that the whole performance is 
not fo much a regular fabrick, as a heap of ſhining 
materials thrown together by accident, which ftrikes 
rather with the ſolemn magnificence of a ftupen- 
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dous ruin, than the elegant grandeur of a n 
pile. 

This criticiſm i is univerſal, and Ane it is rea · 
ſonable to believe it at leaſt in a great degree juſt; 
but Mr. Savage was always of a contrary opinion, 
and thought his drift could only be miſſed by neg- 
ligence or ſtupidity, and that the whole plan was 
regular, and the parts diſtinct. | 

It was never denied to abound with ftrong repre- 
fentations of nature, and juſt obſervations upon life; 
and it may eaſily be obſerved, that moſt of his 
pictures have an evident tendency to illuſtrate his firſt 
great poſition, “ that good is the conſequence of 
* evil.” The ſun that burns up the mountains, 
fructifies the vales; the deluge that ruſhes down the 
broken rocks with dreadful impetuofity, is ſeparated 
into purling brooks; and the rage of the hurricane 
Purifies the air. 

Even in this poem he has not been able to forbear 
one touch upon the cruelty of his mother, which, 
though remarkably delicate and tender, is a proof 
how deep an impreſſion it had upon his mind. 

This muſt be at leaſt acknowledged, which ought 
to be thought equivalent to many other excellences, 
that this poem can promote no other purpoſes than 
thoſe of virtue, and that it is written with a very 
ſtrong ſenſe of the efficacy of religion. | 

But my province is rather to give the hiſtory of 
Mr. Savage's performances than to diſplay their 
beauties, or to obviate the criticiſms which they 
have occaſioned; and therefore | ſhall not dwell upon 
the particular paſſages which delerve applauſe :-I 
ſhall neither ſhew the excellence of his deſcriptions, 

= nor 
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nor expatiate on the terrifick portrait of ſuicide, nor 
point out the artful rouches, by which he has diſtin- 
guiſhed the intellectual features of the rebels, who 
ſuffer death in his laſt canto. It is, however, pro- 
per to obterve, that Mr. Savage always declared the 
characters wholly fictitious, and without the leaſt 
allufion to any real perſons or actions. 

From a poem ſo diligently laboured, and ſo ſuc- 
ceſsfully finiſhed, it might be reaſonably expected 
that he ſhould have gained confiderable advantage; 
nor can it, without ſome degree of indignation and | 
concern, be told, that he fold the copy for ten gui- 
neas, of which he afterwards returned two, that the 
two laſt ſheets of the work might be reprinted, of 
which he had in his abſence intruſted the correction 
to a friend, who was too indolent to perform it 
with accuracy. | 

A ſuperſtitious regard to the correction of his 
ſheets was one of Mr. Savage's peculiarities: he 
often altered, reviſed, recurred to his firſt reading 
or punctuation, and again adopted the alteration; 
he was dubious and irreſolute without end, as on a 
queſtion" of the laſt importance, and at laſt was ſel- 
dom ſatisſied: the intrufion or omiſſion of a comma 
was ſufficient to diſcompoſe him, and he would 
lament an error of a fingle letter as a heavy calamity. 
In one of his letters relating to an impreſſion of ſome _ 
verſes, he remarks, that he had, with regard to the 
correction of the proof, a ſpell upon him;” and 
indeed the anxiety with which he dwelt upon the 
minuteſt and moſt trifling niceties, deſerved no other 
pame than that of faſcination, 


That 
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That he ſold ſo valuable a performance for fo 
ſmall a price, was not to be imputed either to neceſ- 
fity, by which the learned and ingenious are often 
obliged to ſubmit to very hard conditions; or to 
avarice, by which the bookſellers are frequently in- 
cited to oppreſs that genius by which they are ſup- 
ported; but to that intemperate defire of pleaſure, 
and habitual ſlavery to his paſſions, which involved 
him in many perplexities. He happened at that 
time to be engaged in the purſuit of ſome trifling 
gratification, and, . being without money for the 
preſent occaſion, ſold his Poem to the firſt bidder, 
and perhaps for the firſt price that was propoſed, 
and would probably have been content with leſs, 
if leſs had been offered him. 

This poem was addreſſed to the Lord T yrconpe], 
not only in the firſt lines, but in a formal dedication 
filled with the higheſt ſtrains of panegyrick, and the 
warmeſt profeſſions of gratitude, but by no means 
remarkable for delicacy of connexion or elegance gf 
ſtyle. 

Theſe praiſes in a ſhort time he found himſelf 
inclined to retract, being diſcarded by the man on 
whom he had beſtowed them, and whom he then 
immediately diſcovered not to have deſerved them. 
Of this quarrel, which every day made more bitter, 
Lord Tyrconnel and Mr. Savage aſſigned very dif- 
ferent reaſons, which might perbaps all in reality 
concur, though they were not all convenient to be 
alleged by either party. Lord Tyrconnel affirmed, 
that it was the conſtant practice of Mr. Savage to 
enter a tavern with any company that propoſed it, 

Y 4 drink 
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drink the moſt expenſive wines with great profufion, 
and when the reckoning was demanded, to be with. 
out money: if, as it often happened, his company 
were willing to defray his part, the affair ended, 
without any ill conſequences; but if they were re- 
fractory, and expected that the wine ſhould be paid 
for by him that drank it, his method of compoſition 
was, to take them with him to his own apartment, 
aſſume the government of the houſe, and order the 
butler in an imperious manner to ſet the beſt wine 
in the cellar before his company, who often drank 
till they forgot the reſpect due to the houſe in which 
they were entertained, indulged themſelves in the 
utmoſt extravagance of merriment, practiſed the 
moſt licentious frolicks, and committed all the out- 
rages of drunkenneſs, 
Nor was this the only charge which Lord Tyr- 
connel brought againſt him: Having given him a 
collection of valuable books, ſtamped with his own 
arms, he had the mortification to ſee them in a ſhort 
time expoſed to ſale upon the ſtalls, it being uſual 
with Mr. Savage, when he wanted a [mall ſum, to 
take his books to the pawnbroker. 

Whoever was acquainted with Mr. Savage, eaſily 
credired both theſe accuſations: for having been 
obliged, from his firſt entrance into the world, to 
ſubſiſt upon expedients, affluence was not able to 
exalt him above them; and ſo much was he de- 
lighted with wine and converſation, and ſo long had 
he been accuſtomed to live by chance, that he would 
at any time go to the tavern without ſcruple, and 
truſt for the reckoning fo the liberality of his com- 


pany, and frequently of company to whom he was 
very 
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very little known. This conduct indeed very ſeldom 
drew upon him thoſe inconveniences. that might be 
feared by any other perſon; for his converſation was 
ſo entertaining, and his addreſs ſo pleaſing, that few 
thought the pleaſure which they received from him 
dearly purchated, by paying for his wine. It was 
his peculiar happineſs, that he ſcarcely ever found a 
ſtranger, whom he did not leave a friend; bur it 
muſt likewiſe be added, that he had not often a 
friend long, without obliging him to become 2 
ſtranger. 
Mr. Savage, on the other hand, declared, that 
Lord Tyrconnel * quarrelled with him, becauſe he 
would not ſubtract from his own luxury and extra- 
vagance what he had promiſed to allow him, and 
that his reſentment was only a plea for the violation 
of his promiſe. He aſſerted, that he had done 
nothing that ought to exclude him from that ſub- 
- fiſtence which he thought not ſo much a favour, as 
a debt, fince it was offered him upon conditions which 
he had never broken; aud that his only fault was, 
that he could not be ſupported with nothing. 
He acknowledged, that Lord Tyrconnel often ex- 
horted him to regulate his method of life, and not 
to ſpend all his nights in taverns, and that he ap- 
peared defirous that he would paſs thoſe hours with 
him, which he ſo freely beſtowed upon others. 
This demand Mr. Savage conſidered as a cenſure of 
his conduct, which he could never patiently bear, 
and which, in the latter and cooler parts of his life, 


* His expreſſion in one of his letters was, * that Lord Tyreon- 
« nel had involved his eſtate, and therefore poorly ſought an 


* occaſion to quarrel with him,” Dr. J. | 
a was 


was ſo offenfive to him, that he declared it as his 
reſolution, © to ſpurn that friend who fhould pre- 
fume to dictate to him;” and it is not likely, that in 
Dis earlier years he received admonitions with more 
calmneſs, 

He was likewiſe inclined to- reſent ſuch expec- 
tations, as tending to infringe his liberty, of which 
he was very jealous, when it was neceſſary to the 
gratification of his paſſions; and declared, that the 
requeſt was ſtill more unreaſonable, as the company 
to which he was to have been confined was inſup- 
portably diſagreeable. This aſſertion affords another 
inſtance of that inconfiſtency of his writings with 
His converſation, which was ſo often to be obſerved. 
He forgot how laviſhly he had, in his Dedication to 
The Wanderer, extolled the delicacy and penetration, 
the humanity and generoſity, the candour and po- 
nteneſs of the man, whom, when he no longer loved 
him, he declared to be a wretch without underſtanding, 
without good-nature, and without juſtice; of whoſe 
name he thought himſelf obliged to leave no trace 
in any future edition of his writings; and accordingly 
blotted it out of that copy of The Wanderer which 
was in his hands. 

During his continuance with the Lord Tyrconnel, 
he wrote The Triumph of Health and Mirth, on the 
recovery of Lady Tyrconnel from a lnguifhing ill 
neſs. This performance is remarkable, not only for 
the gaiety of the ideas, and the melody of the num- 
bers, but for the agreeable fiction upon which it is 
formed. Mirth overwhelmed with ſorrow, for the 
fickneſs of her favourite, takes a flight in queſt of 
her ſiſter Health, whom ſhe finds .reclined upon the 

| | brow 
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brow of a lofty mountain, amidft the fragrance of 


perpetual ſpring, with the breezes of the mornin 
ſporting about her. Being ſolicited by her ſiſter 
Mirch, the readily promiſes her affiſtance, flies away 
in a cloud, and impregnates the waters of Bath with 
new virtues, by which the. ſickneſs of Belinda is 
relieved. 

As the reputation of his abilities, the particular 
circumftances of his birth and life, the ſplendour of 
his appearance, and the diſtinction which was for 


ſome time paid him by Lord Tyrconnel, intitled him 


to familiarity with perſons of higher rank than thoſe 
to Whoſe converſation he had been before admitted; 
he did not fail to gratify that curiofity, which in- 
duced him to take a nearer view of thoſe whom their 
birth, their employments, or their fortunes, neceſſa- 
rily place at a diſtance from the greateſt part of 
mankind, and to examine whether their merit was 
magnified or diminiſhed by the medium through 


which it was contemplated; whether the ſplendour 


with which they dazzled their admirers was inherent 
in themſelves, or only reflected on them by the 
objects that ſurrounded them; and whether great 
men were ſelected for high ſtations, or high ſtations 
made great men. 

For this purpoſe he took all opportunities of con- 
verſing familiarly with thoſe who were moft con- 
ſpicuous at that time for their power or their influ- 
ence; he watched their looſer moments, and ex- 
amined their domeſtick behaviour, with that acute- 
neſs which nature had given him, and which the 
uncommon variety of his life had contributed to 
| Increaſe, and that inquiſitiveneſs which muſt always 
6 | be 
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be produced in a vigorous mind, by an abſolute 
freedom from all preſſing or domeſtick engagements, 

His diſcernment was quick, and therefore he ſoon 

found in every perſon, and in every affair, ſomething 
that deſerved attention; he was ſupported by others, 
without any care for himſelf, and wag therefore at 
leiſure to purſue his obſervations. 

More circumſtances to conſtitute a critick on human 

lite could not eaſily concur; nor indeed could any 
man, who aſſumed from accidental advantages more 
; Praiſe than he could juſtly claim from his real merit, 
admit any acquaintance more dangerous than that of 
Savage; of whom likewiſe it muſt be confeſſed, that 
abilities really exalted above the common level, or 
virtue refined from paſſion, or proof againſt cor- 
ruption, could not eaſily find an abler judge, or a 
warmer advocate. 
What was the reſult of Mr. Savage's enquiry, 
though he was not much accuſtomed to conceal his 
diſcoveries, it may not be entirely ſafe to relate, 
becauſe the perſons whoſe characters he criticiſed are 
powerful; and power and reſentment are ſeldom 
ſtrangets; nor would it perhaps be wholly juſt, be- 
cauſe what he aſſerted in converſation might, though 
true in general, be heightened by ſome momentary 
ardour of imagination, and, as it can be delivered 
only from memory, may be imperfectly repreſented ; 
fo that the picture at firſt aggravated, and then un- 
ſkilfully copied, may be juſtly ſuſpected to retain 
no great reſemblance of the original. 

It may, however, be obſerved, that he did not 
appear to have formed very elevated ideas of thole 


to whom the adminiſtration of affairs, or the conduct 
of 
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of parties, has been intruſted ; who have been con- 


fidered as the advocates of the crown, or the guar- 
dians of the people; and who have obtained the moſt 
implicit confidence, and the loudeſt applauſes. Of 
one particular perſon, who has been at one time fo 
popular as to be generally eſteemed, and at another 
ſo formidable as to be univerſally deteſted; he ob- 
ſerved, that his acquiſitions had been ſmall, or that 
his capacity was narrow, and that the whole range 
of his mind was from obſcenity to politicks, and 
from politicks to obſcenity. | 
But the opportunity of indulging his ſpeculations 
on great characters was now at an end. He was 
baniſhed from the table of Lord Tyreonnel, and 


turned again adrift upon the world, without profpe& 


of finding quickly any other harbour. As prudence 
was not one of the virtues by which he was diſtin- 
guiſhed, he had made no proviſion againſt a misfor- 

tune like this. And though it is not to be ima- 


gined but that the ſeparation muſt for ſome time 


have been preceded by coldneſs, peeviſhneſs, or 
neglect, though it was undoubtedly the conſequence 
of accumulated provocations on both ſides; yet 
every one that knew Savage will readily believe, that 
to him it was ſudden as a ſtroke of thunder; that, 
though he might have tranſiently ſuſpected it, he 
had never ſuffered any thought ſo unpleafing to fink 


into his mind, but that he had driven it away by 


amuſements, or dreams of future felicity and afflu- 
ence, and had never taken any meaſures by which 
he might prevent a precipitation frem plenty to 
indigence. 

This 
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This quartel and ſeparation, and the difficulties td 
which Mr. Savage was expoled by them, were ſoon 
known both to his friends and enemies; nor was it 
long before he perceived, from the behaviour of 
both, how much is added to the luſtre of genius by 


the ornaments of wealth, | 
His condition did not appear to excite much com- 


paſſion ; for he had not been always careful to uſe 


the advantages he enjoyed with that moderation which 
ought to have been with more than uſual caution 
preſeryed by him, who knew, if he had reflected, 
that he was only a dependant on the bounty of ano- 
ther, whom he could expect to ſupport him no lon - 
ger than he endeavoured to preſerve his favour by 
complying with his inclinations, and whom he never- 
theleſs ſet at defiance, and was continually irritating 
by negligence or encroachments. 

Examples need not be ſought at any great diſtance 
to prove, that ſuperiority of fortune has a natural 
tendency to kindle pride, and that pride ſeldom fails 
to exert itfelf in contempt and inſult; and if this is 
often the effect of hereditary wealth, and of honours 
enjoyed only by the merits of others, it is ſome 


extenuation of any indecent triumphs to which this 


unhappy man may have been betrayed, that his 
proſperity was heightened by the force of novelty, 


and made more intoxicating by a ſenſe of the miſery 


in which he had fo long languiſhed, and perhaps of 
the inſults which be had formerly borne, and which 
he might now think himſelf entitled to revenge. It 


is too common for thoſe who have unjuſtly ſuffered | 


pain, to inflict it likewiſe in their turn with the ſame 
injuſtice, 


. 
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injuſtice, and to imagine that they have a right to 
treat others as they have themſelves been treated. 
That Mr. Savage was too much elevated by auy 
good fortune, is generally known; and ſome paſſages 
of his Introduction to The Author to be let ſufficiently 
ſhew, that he did not wholly refrain from ſuch ſatire, 
as he afterwards thought very unjuſt when he was 
expoſed to it himſelf; for, when he was afterwards 
ridiculed in the character of a diſtreſſed poet, he 
very eaſily diſcovered, that diſtreſs was not a proper 
ſubject for merriment, or topick of invective. He 
was then able to diſcern that if miſery be the effect 
of virtue, it ought to be reverenced; if of ill- for- 
tune, to be pitied; and if of vice, not to be inſulted, 
becauſe it is perhaps itſelf a puniſnment adequate to 


the crime by which it was produced. And the hu- 


manity of that man can deſerve no panegyrick, who 
is capable of reproaching a criminal in the hands of 
the executioner. 

But theſe reffections, though they readily occurred 
to hitn in the firſt and laft parts of his life, were, 
I am afraid, for a long time forgotten; at leaſt they 
were, like many other maxims, treaſured up in his 
mind rather for ſhew than uſe, and operated very 
little upon his conduct, however elegantly he might 
ſometimes explain, or 3 forcibly he might 
inculcate, them. 

His degradation, therefore, from the condition 
which he had enjoyed with ſuch wanton thought- 
leſſneſs, was confidered by many as an occaſion of 
triumph. Thoſe who had before paid their court 
to him without ſucceſs, ſoon returned the contempt 


which they had — and they who had received 
favours 
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favours from him, for of ſuch favours as he could 
beſtow he was very liberal, did not always remem- 
ber them. So much more certain are the effects 
of reſentment than of gratitude: it is not only to 
many more pleaſing to recollect rhoſe faults which 
place others below them, than thoſe virtues | by 
which they afe themſelves comparatively depreſſed: 
but it is likewiſe more eaſy to neglect, than to re- 
compenſe; and though there are few who will prac- 
tiſe a laborious virtue, there will never be wanting 
multitudes that will indulge in eaſy vice. 

Savage, however, was very little diſturbed at the 
marks of contempt which his ill- fortune brought 
upon him, from thoſe whom he never eſteemed, and 
with whom he never confidered himſelf as leveled 
by any calamities: and though it was not without 
ſome uneaſineſs that he ſaw ſome, whoſe friendſhip 
he valued, change their behaviour; he yet obſerved 
their coldneſs without much emotion, conſidered 
them as the flaves of fortune and the worſhippers of 
proſperity, and was more inclined to deſpiſe them, 
than to lament himſelf. | 

It dots not appear that, after this return of his 
wants, he found mankind equally favourable to him, 
as at his firſt appearance in the world. His ſtory, 
though in reality not leſs mclancholy, was leſs af- 
FeQting, becauſe it was no longer new; it therefore 
procured him no new friends; and thoſe that had 
tormerly reheved him, thought they might now con- 
ſign him to others. He was now likewiſe conſidered 
by many rather as criminal, than as unhappy; for 

the friends of Lord Tyrconnel, and of his mother, 
were ſufficiently induſtrious to publiſh his weakneſſes, 
which were indecd very numerous; and nothing was 

ſor- 
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forgotten, that mighs: make him either hateful or 
ridiculous. 

It cannot but be imagined, that ſuch repreſenta- 
tions of his faults muſt make great numbers leſs ſen- 
lible of his diſtreſs; many, who had only an oppor- 
tunity to hear one part, made no ſeruple to propa- 
gate the account which they received; many aſſiſted 
their circulation from malice or revenge; and perhaps 
many pretended to eredit them, that they might with 
n better grace withdraw their A or withhold 
their aſſiſtance. | | 

Savage, however, was not one sf thoſe who fur: 
fered himſelf to be injured without refiſtance, nor 
was leſs diligent in expoling the faults of Lord Tyr- 
connel, over whom he obtained at leaſt this advan» 
tage, that he drove him firſt to the practice of out- 
rage and violence; for he was ſo much provoked by 
the wit and virulence of Savage, that he came with 
a number of attendants, that did no honour to his 
courage, to beat him at a coffee-houſe. But it hap- 
pened that he had left the place a few minutes; and j 
his lordſhip had, without danger, the pleaſure of 
boaſting how he would have treated him. Mr. Sa- 
vage went next day to repay his viſit at his own 
houſe; but was prevailed on, by his domeſticks, to 
retire without inſiſſing upon ſeeing him. 

Lord Tyrconnel was accuſed by Mr. Savage of 
ſome actions, which ſcarcely any provocation will be 
thought ſufficient to juſtify; ſuch as ſeizing what he 
had in his lodgings, and other inſtances of wanton 
cruelty, by which he increaſed the diſtreſs of Savage, 
without any advantage to himſelf. 
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* Theſe mutual accufations were retorted o both 
ſides, for many years, with the utmoſt degree of 
virulence and rage; and time ſeemed rather to aug- 
ment than diminiſh their reſentment. That the anger 
of Mr. Savage ſhould be kept alive, is not ſtrange, 
becauſe he felt every day the conſequences of the 
quarrel; but it might reaſonably have been hoped, 
that Lord Tyrconnel might have relented, and at 
length have forgot thoſe provocations, which, how- 
ever they might have once inflamed him, had not in 
reality much hurt him. 

The ſpirit of Mr. Savage, indeed, never ſuffered 
him to ſolicit a reconciltation; he returned reproach 
for reproach, and inſult for inſult; his ſuperiority of 
wit ſupplied the diſadvantages of his fortune, and 
enabled him to form a party, and prejudice great 
numbers in his favour. 

But though this might be ſome oratificirion of his 
vanity, it afforded very little relief to his neceffities ; 
and he was very frequently reduced to uncommor- 
hardſhips, of which, however, he never made any 
mean or importunate complaints, being formed ra- 
ther to bear miſery with fortitude, than enjoy proſpe- 
rity with moderation. 

He now thought himſelf again at liberty to expoſe 
the cruelty of his mother; and therefore, I believe, 
about this time, publiſhed The Ba/tard, a poem re- 
markable for the vivacious ſallies of thought in the 
beginning, where he makes a pompous enumeration 
of the imaginary advantages of baſe birth; and the 
pathetick ſentiments at the end, where he recounts 
the real calamities which he ſuffered by the crime 
of his parents. 


: The 


The vigour and ſpirit of the verſes, the peculiar | 


circumſtances of the author, the novelty of the ſub- 
ject, and the notoriety of the ftory to which the al- 


luſions are made, procured this performance a very 


favourable reception; great numbers were immedi- 
ately diſperſed, and editions were multiphed with 
unuſual rapidity. 

One circumftance attended the publication, which 
Savage uſed to relate with great ſatisfaction. His mo- 


ther, to whom the poem was with“ due reverence” 


| inſcribed, happened then to be at Bath, where ſhe 


could not conveniently retire from cenſure, or con- 


ceal herſelf from obſervation ; and no ſooner did the 


reputation of the poem begin to ſpread, than ſhe heard 


it repeated in all places of concourſe, nor could 
ſhe enter the affembly-rooms, or croſs the walks, 
without being ſaluted with ſome lines from The 
Baſtard. | 


This was perhaps the firſt time that ever ſhe diſco- 


vered a ſenſe of ſhame, and on this occaſion the power 
of wit was very conſpicuous ; the wretch who had, 
without ſcruple, proclaimed herſelf an adultereſs, 
and who had firſt endeavoured to ſtarve her ſon, then 


to tranſport him, and afterwards to hang him, was not 


able to bear the repreſentation of her own conduct; 
but fled from reptoach, though ſhe felt no pain from 
guilt, and left Bath with the utmoſt haſte, to ſhelter 
herſelf among the crowds of London. 

Thus Savage had the ſatisfaction of finding, that, 
though he could not reform his mother, he could 
puniſh her, and that he did not always ſuffer 


alone, | 
F The 
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The pleaſure which he received from this increaſe 
of his poctical reputation, was ſufficient for ſome 
time to overbalance the miſeries of want, which this 


performance did not much alleviate; for it was fold 


for a very trivial ſum to a bookſeller, who, though 
the ſucceſs was ſo uncommon that five impreſſions 
were ſold, of which many were undoubtedly very 
numerous, had not generoſity ſufficient to admit the 
unhappy writer to any part of the profit. 

The ſale of this poem was always mentioned by 
Mr. Savage with the utmoſt elevation of heart, and 
referred to by him as an inconteſtible proof of a ge- 
neral acknowledgement of his abilities, It was indeed 
the only production of which he could juſtly boaſt a 
general reception. 

But though he did not loſe the opportunity which 
ſucceſs gave him, of ſetting a high rate on his abilities, 
but paid due deference to the ſuffrages of mankind 
when they were given in his favour, he did not ſuffer 
his eſteem of himſelf to depend upon others, nor 
found any thing ſacred in the voice of the people 
when they were inclined to cenſure him; he then 
readily ſhewed the folly of expecting that the publick 
| ſhould judge right, obſerved how ſlowly poetical 
merit had often forced its way into the world ; he con- 
tented himſelf with the applauſe of men of 9 
and was ſomewhat diſpoſed to exclude all thoſe from 
the character of men of judgement who did not ap- 
plaud him, 

But he was at other times more favourable to man- 
kind than to think them blind to the beauties of his 
works, and imputed the ſlowneſs of their ſale to other 
cauſes ; 
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caufes ; either they were publiſhed at a time when the 
town was empty, or when the attention of the pub- 
lick was engroffed by ſome ſtruggle in the parliament, 


or ſome other object of general concern; or they 


were by the neglect of the publiſher not diligently 
difperſed, or by his avarice-not advertiſed with ſuffi- 
eient frequency. Addreſs, or induſtry, op liberality, 
was always wanting; and the blame was laid rather 
on any perſon than the author. 

By arts like theſe, arts which every man practiſes 
in ſome degree, and to which too much of the little 
tranquillity of life is to be aſcribed, Savage was always 
able to live at peace with himſelf, Had he indeed 
only made uſe of theſe expedients to alleviate the loſs 
or want of fortune or reputation, or any other ad- 


vantages which it is not in a man's power to beſtow 


upon himſelf, they might have been juſtly mentioned 
as inſtances of a philoſophical mind, and very pro- 
perly propoſed to the imitation of multitudes, who, 
for want of diverting their imaginations with the 
fame dexterity, languiſh under afflictions which might 
be eaſily removed. 

It were doubtleſs to be wiſhed, that truth and rea». 
ſon were univerſally prevalent ; that every thing were 
eſteemed according to its real value; and that men 
would ſecure themſelves from being diſappointed i in 
their endeavours after happineſs, by placing it only 
in virtue, which is always to be obtained: but if ad- 
ventitious and foreign pleaſures muſt be purſued, it 
would be perhaps of ſome benefit, ſince that purſuit 
muſt frequently be fruitleſs, if the practice of Savage 
could be taught, that folly might be an antidote to 
zolly, and one fallacy be obviated by another, 


2 3 But 
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But the danger of this pleafing intoxication muſt 
not be concealed ; nor indeed can any one, after hav- 
ing obſerved the life of Savage, need to be cautioned 
againſt it. By imputing none of his miſeries to him- 
ſelf, he continued to act upon the ſame principles, 
and to follow the ſame path ; was never made wiſer 
by .his ſufferings, nor preſerved by one misfortune 
from falling into another. He proceeded through- 
out his life to tread the ſame ſteps on the ſame circle; 
always applauding his paſt conduct, or at leaſt for- 
getting it, to amuſe himſelf with phantoms of hap- 
pineſs, which were dancing before him; and wil- 
lingly turned his eyes from the light of reaſon, 
when it would have diſcovered the illuſion, and 
ſnewn him, what he never wiſhed to ſee, his real 
ſtate. 

He is even accuſed, after having lulled his i imagi- 
nation with thoſe ideal opiates, of having tried the 
ſame experiment upon his conſcience; and, having ac- 
cuſtomed himſelf to impute all. deviations from the 
right to foreign cauſes, it is certain that he was upon 
every occaſion too eaſily reconciled to himſelf; and 
that he appeared very little to regret thoſe practices 
which had impaired his reputation. The reigning 
error of his life was, that he miſtook the love for the 
practice of virtue, and was indeed not ſo much a good 
man, as the friend of goodneſs, | 

This at leaſt mult be allowed him, that he always 
preſerved a ſtrong ſenſe of the dignity, the beauty, 
and the neceſſity, of virtue; and that he never contri- 
buted deliberately to ſpread corruption amongſt man- 
kind, His actions, which were generally precipitate, 
were often blameable ; but his writings, being the 

pro- 


productions of ſtudy, uniformly tended to the exalta- 
tion of the mind, and the propagation of morality 
and piety, x: * ci rt 

Theſe writings may improve mankind, when his 
failings ſhall be forgotten; and therefore he muſt be 
conſidered, upon the whole, as a benefactor to the 
world; nor can his perſonal example do any hurt, 
ſince whoever hears of his faults will hear of. the 
miſeries which they brought upon him, and which 
would deſerve leſs pity, had not his condition been 
ſuch as made his faults pardonable. He may be con- 
fidered as a child expoſed to all the temptations of in- 
digence, at an age when reſolution was not yet 
ſtrengthened by conviction, nor virtue confirmed by 
habit; a circumſtance which, in his Baſtard, he la- 
ments in a very allecting manner; 


o Mother's care 
Shielded my infant innocence with prayer : 
No father's guardian-hand my youth maintain'd, 
Call'd forth my virtues, or from vice reſtrain'd. 


The Baſtard, however it might provoke or mortify 
his mother, could not be expected to melt her to 
compaſſion, ſo that he was {till under the ſame want 
of the neceſſaries of life; and he therefore exerted 
all the intereſt which his wit, or his birth, or his 
misfortunes, could procure, to obtain, upon the 
death of Euſden, the place of Poet Laureat, and 
proſecuted his application with ſo much diligence, 
that the King publickly declared it his intention to 
beſtow it upon him ; but ſuch was the fate of Savage, 
that even the King, when he intended his advan- 


tage, was diſappointed in his ſchemes z for the Lord 
. ET Z 4 | Cham- 


__— | OV GE 


Chamberlain, who has the diſpoſal of the laurel, as 
one of the appendages of his office, either did not 
know the King's deſign, or did not approve it, or 
thought the nomination of the Laureat an encroach- 
ment upon his rights, and therefore beſtowed: the 
laurel upon Colley Cibber. ; 
Mr. Savage, thus diſappointed, took a een 
of applying to the Queen, that, having once given 
him life, ſne would enable him to ſupport it, and 
therefore publiſhed a ſhort poem on her birth- day, to 
which he gave the odd title of Volunteer Laureat.“ 
The event of this eſſay he has himſelf. related in the 
following letter, which he prefixed to the poem, 
when he afterwards reprinted it in“ The Gentleman's 
46 Magazine,” from whence I have copied it intire, as 
this was one of the few attempts in which Mr. Savage 
ſucceeded, 


6 Mr. Un BAN, 


« In your Magazine for February you publiſhed 
« the laſt Volunteer Laureat, written on a very 
10 melancholy occaſion, the death of the royal patro- 
1 neſs of arts and literature in general, and of the au- 
te thor of that poem in particular; I now ſend you 
& the firſt that Mr. Savage wrote under that title, — 
This gentleman, notwithftanding a very confiderable 
& intereſt, being, on the death of Mr. Euſden, diſap- 
© pointed of the Laureat's place, wrote the following 
«© yerſes; which were no fooner publiſhed, but the 
& late Queen fent to a bookſeller for them. The 
author had not at that time a friend either to get 
& him introduced, or his poem preſented at Court; 
yet ſuch was the — goodneſs of that 
. - 56 Princeſs, 


4 Princeſs, that, —— this act of core» 
e mony was wanting, in a few days after publica- 
tion, Mr. Savage received a Bank bill of fifty 
55 pounds, and a gracious meſſage from her Majeſty, 
* by the Lord North and Guilford, to this effect; 

« © That her Majeſty was highly leaſe with the 
« verſes; that ſhe took particularly kind his lines 
« there relating to the King; that he had permiſſion 
ce to write annually on the ſame ſubject; and that he 
“ ſhould yearly receive the like preſent, till ſomething 
“ better (which was her Majeſty's intention) could be 
« done for him.“ After this, he was permitted to 
* preſent one of his annual poems to her Majeſty, 
had the honoug of kiſſing her hand, and met 1 
te the mo gracious reception. 
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Such was the performance *, and ſuch its recep- 
tion; a reception, which, though by no means un- 
kind, was yet not in the higheſt degree generous : 
to chain down the genius of a writer to an annual pa- 
negyrick, ſhewed in the Queen too much defire of 
hearing her own praiſes, and a greater regard to her- 
ſelf than to him on whom her bounty was conferred. 
It was a kind of avaricious generofity, by which 
flattery was rather purchaſed, than genius rewarded, 

Mrs. Oldfield had formerly given him the ſame al- 
lowance with much more heroick intention : ſhe had 
no other view than to enable him to proſecute his 
ſtudies, and to ſet himſelf above the want of aſſiſt · 


# This poem is inſerted in the late collection. 
- _ ns 


- 
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ance, and was contented with doing good without 
ſtipulating for encomiums. 

Mr. Savage, however, was not at liberty to 1 
exceptions, but was raviſhed with the favours which 
he had received, and probably yet more with thoſe 
which he was promiſed; he conſidered himſelf now 
as a favourite of the Queen, and did not doubt but a 
few annual Nm ene eſtabliſh him! in ſome profieuble 
employment. n e 

He therefore affumed the title of Volunteer Lau- 
ce reat, not without ſome reprehenſions from Cibber, 
who informed him, that the title of“ Laureat” was 
a mark of honour conferred by the King, from whom 
all honour is derived, and which berefore no man 
has a right to beſtow upon himſelf; and added, 
that he might with equal propriety ſtyle himſelf a 
Volunteer Lord, or Volunteer Baronet. It cannot 
be denied that the remark was uſt ; but Savage did 
not think any title, which was conferred upon Mr. 
Cibber, ſo honourable as that the uſurpation of it 
could be imputed to him as an inſtance of a very ex- 
orbitant vanity, and therefore continued to write under 
the ſame title, and received every year the ſame re- 
ward, 

_ He did not appear to confider theſe encomiums as 
teſts of his abilities, or as any thing more than an- 
nual hints to the Queen of her promiſe, or acts of cere- 
mony, by the performance of which he was entitled 
to his penſion, and therefore did not labour them 
with. great diligence, or print more than fifty each 
year, except that for ſome of the laſt years he re- 
my inſerted them in © The Gentleman's Ma- 

1 4 gazine,“ 


« gazine,“ * which wn were diſperſed over the 
kingdom, 

Of ſome of them he had himſelf fo low an opinion, 
that he intended to omit them in the collection 
of poems, for which he printed propoſals, and ſoli- 
cited ſubſcriptions; nor can it ſeem ſtrange, that, 
being confined to the ſame ſubject, he ſhould be at 
ſome times indolent, and at others unſucceſsful; that 
he ſhould ſometimes delay a diſagreeable taſk, till it 
was too late to perform it well; or that he ſhould 
ſometimes repeat the ſame ſentiment on the ſame 
occaſion, or at others be miſled by an attempt 
after novelty to forced MG rt and far-fetched 
images. 0 
He wrote indeed with a double intention, which 
ſupplied him with ſome variety; for his bufineſs was 
to praiſe the Queen for the favours which he had re- 
ceived, and to complain to her of the delay of thoſe 
which ſhe had promiſed; in ſome of his pieces, there. 
fore, gratitude is predominant, and in ſome diſcon- 
tent; in ſome, he repreſents himſelf as happy in her 
patronage ; and, in others, as diſconſolate to find him- 
ſeif neglected. | 

Her promiſe, like other promiſes made to this 
unfortunate man, was never performed, though he 
took ſufficient care that it ſhould not be forgotten. 
The publication of his“ Volunteer Laureat” pro- 
cured him no other reward than a regular remittance 
of fifty pounds. 

He was not ſo depreſſed by his diſappointments as 
to neglect any opportunity that was offered of advanc- 


ing his intereſt. When the Princeſs Anne was married, 
he 
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be wrote a poem “ upon her departure, only, as he 
declared, © becauſe it was expected from him,“ and 
he was not willing to bar his own proſpects by any 
1 of neglect. 

He never mentioned any advantage gained by this 
poem, or any regard that was paid to it; and there- 
fore it is likely that it was conſidered at court as an 
act of duty, to which he was obliged by his depen- 
dence, and which it was therefore not neceſſary to 
reward by any new favour : or perhaps the Queen 
really intended hisadvancement, and therefore thovght 
it ſuperfluous to laviſh prefents upon a man whom ſhe 
intended to eſtabliſh for life. 

About this time not only W were in danger 
of being fruſtrated, but his penſion likewiſe of being 
obſtructed, by an accidental calumny. The writer 
of, “ The Daily Courant,” a paper then publiſhed 
under the direction of the miniſtry, charged him 
with a crime, which, though very great in it ſelf, 
would have been mmarkably invidious in him, and 
might very juſtly have incenſed the Queen againft 
him. He was accuſed by name of influencing elec- 
tions againſt the court, by appearing at the head of 
a tory mob ; nor did the accuſer fail to aggravate his 
crime, by repreſenting it as the effect of the moſt 
atrocious ingratitude, and a kind of rebellion againſt 
the Queen, who had firſt preſerved him from an in- 
famous death, and afterwards diſtinguiſhed him by 
her favour, and ſupported him by her charity. The 

charge, as it was open and confident, was likewiſe 
by gdod fortune. very particular. The place of the 


* Printed in the late Collection. 
tranſaction 
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tranſaction was mentioned, and the whole ſeries of 
the rioter's conduct related. This exactneſs made 
Mr. Savage's vindication eaſy; for he never had in 
his life ſeen the place which was declared to be the 
ſcene of his wickedneſs, nor ever had been preſent in 
any town when its repreſentatives were choſen, - This 
anſwer he therefore made haſte to publiſh, with all 
the circumſtances neceſſary to make it credible; and 
very reaſonably demanded, that the accuſation ſhould 
be retracted in the ſame paper, that he might no 
longer ſuffer the imputation of ſedition and ingrati- 
tude. This demand was likewiſe preſſed by him in 
a private letter to the author of the paper, who, 
either truſting to the protection of thoſe whoſe de- 
fence he had undertaken, or having entertained ſome 
perſonal malice againſt Mr. Savage, or fearing, leſt, 
by retracting ſo confident an aſſertion, he ſhould im- 
pair the credit of his Paper, refuſed to give him that 
ſatisfaction. 

Mr. Savage therefore thought it neceſſary, to bis 
own vindication, to proſecute him in the King's 
Bench; but as he did not find any ill effects from 
the accuſation, having ſufficiently cleared his inno- 
cence, he thought any further procedure would have 
the appearance of revenge; and therefore n 
dropped it. 

He ſaw ſoon afterwards a proceſs commenced in the 
ſame court againſt himſelf, on an information in which 
he was accuſed of writing and publiſhing an obſcene 
pamphlet. 

It was always Mr. Savage's deſire to be diſtin- 
guiſhed; and, when any controverſy became popu- 
lar, he never wanted ſome reaſon for engaging in it 

with 
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with great ardour, and appearing at the head of the 
party which he had choſen. As he was never cele- 
brated for his prudence, he had no ſooner taken his 
fide, and informed himſelf of the chief topicks of the 
diſpute, than he took all opportunities of afferting 
and propagating his principles, without much re- 
gard to his own intereſt, or any other viſible defign 
than that of drawing upon himſelf the attention of 
mankind. 

The diſpute between the Biſhop of London and 

the Chancellor is well known to have been for ſome 
time the chief topick of political converſation ; and 
therefore Mr. Savage, in purſuance of his character, 
endeavoured to become conſpicuous among the con- 
trovertiſts with which every coffee houſe was filled 
on that occaſion. He was an indefatigable oppoſer 
of all the claims of ecclefiaſtical power, though he 
did not know on what they were founded; and was 
therefore no friend to the Biſhop of London. But he 
had another reaſon for appearing as a warm advo- 
cate for Dr. Rundle; for he was the friend of Mr, 
Fofter and Mr. Thomſon, who were the friends of 
Mr. Savage. 
- Thus remote was his intereſt in the queſtion, 
which, however, as he imagined, concerned him 
ſo nearly, that it was not ſufficient to harangue and 
diſpute, but neceſſary likewiſe to write upon it. 

He therefore engaged with great ardour in a new 
poem, called by him, The Progreſs of a Divine ;” 
in which he conducts a profligate prieſt by all the 
gradations of wickedneſs from a poor curacy in the 
country to the higheſt preferments of the Church; 
and deſcribes, with that humour which was natural to 
1 © him, 
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him, and that knowledge which was extended to all 
the diverfities of human lite, his behaviour in every 
Nation; and infinuates, that this prieſt, thus ac- 
compliſhed, found at laſt a patron in the TY of 
London. 

When he was aſked, by one of his friends, on 5b 
pretence he could charge the Biſhop with ſuch an 
action; he had no more to ſay, than that he had only 
inverted the accuſation, and that he thought it rea- 
ſonable to believe, that he who obſtructed the riſe 
of a good man without reaſon, would for bad reaſons 
promote the exaltation of a villain. 

The clergy were univerſally provoked by this 
ſatire; and Savage, who, as was his conſtant prac- 
tice, had ſet his name to his performance, was cen- 
ſured in “ The Weekly Miſcellany *” with ſe⸗ 
verity, which he did not ſeem inclined to forget. 
SE Ht But 

* A ſhort ſatire was likewiſe publiſhed in the ſame paper, in 
which were the following lines: 
“ For eruel murder doom'd to hempen death, 
Savage, by royal grace, prolong'd his breath, 
Well might you think he ſpent his future years 

In prayer, and faſting, and repentant tears. 
| —But, O vain hope !—the truly Savage cries, 
= c Prieſts, and their {laviſh doctrines, I deſpites 
4 Shall I 
« Who, by free -· thinking to free action fir'd, 

« In midnight brawls a deathleſs name acquir 'd, 
„Now ſtoop to learn of ecclefiaſtic men? 


« No, arm'd with rhyme, at prieſts I'll take my aim, 
Though prudence bids me murder but their fame.“ 


„ WEEKLT MISCELLANY.” 


an 
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But return of invective was not thought a ſuffi- 
cient puniſhment. The Court of King's Beneh was 
therefore moved againſt him; and he was obliget to 
return an anſwer to a charge of obſcenity. It was 
urged, in his defence, that obſcenity was criminal 


An anſwer was publiſhed in „The Gentleman's Magazine,“ 
written by an nn hand, from which the following lines are 


ſelected: 


Trans form'd by thoughtleſs rage; and midnight wine, 
: From malice free, and puſh'd without deſign; 
In equal brawl if Savage lung'd a thruſt, 
And brought the youth a victim to the duſt ; 
So ſtrong the hand of accident appears, 
The royal hand from gnilt and vengeance clears. 
Inſtead of waſting all thy future years, 
Savage, in prayer and vain repentant tears;“ 
Exert thy pen to mend a vicious age, 
To curb the prieſt, arid fink his high- church rage; 
To ſhew what frauds the holy veſtments hide, 
The neſts of avarice, luſt, and pedant pride: 
Then change the ſcene, let merit brightly ſhine, 
And round the patriot twiſt the wreath divine 
The heavenly guide deliver down to fame; 
In well-tun'd lays tranſmit a Foſter's name 
Touch every paſſion with harmonious art, 
Exalt the genius, and correct the heart. 
Thus future times ſhall royal grace extol : 
Thus poliſh'd lines thy preſent fame enrol, 
But grant 
—— Maiicioutly that Savage plung'd the ſteel, 
And made the youth its ſhining vengeance feel : 
My foul abhors the act, the man deteſts, 
But more the bigotry of prieſtly breaſts,” 


3 


8 


Gentleman's . May 1735. Pr. J. 
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when it was intended to promote the practice df vice; 

but that Mr. Savage had only introduced obſe ene 
ideas, with the view of expoſing them to deteſtatlon, 
and of amending the age, by ſhe wing the deformity 
of wickedneſs. This plea was admitted; and Sit 
Philip Yorke, who then preſided in that court, diſo 
miſſed the information with encomiums upon the 
purity and excellence of Mr. Savage s writings. The 
proſecution, however, anſwered in ſome mesſtite the 
purpoſe of thoſe by whom it was ſet on fodt; for 
Mr. Savage was ſo far intimidated by it, that, when 
the edition of his poem was fold, he did not venture 
to reprint it; ſo that it was in a ſhort time for- 
gotten, or ene by all but 2 * it of- 
fended. at 7. 

It is ſaid, that ſome cat were used to in- 
cenſe the Queen againſt him: but he found advocates 
to obviate at leaſt part of their effect, for though he 
was never advanced, 1* fin continued to receive His 
rann! gage, | 

This poem drew more daft upon him than any 
deg of his life; and, as his conduct <annot be 
vindicated, it is proper to ſecure his memory from 
reproach, 'by informing thoſe whom he made his 
enemies, that he never intended to repeat the provo⸗ 
cation; and that, though whenever he thought he had 
any reaſon to complain of the clergy, he uſed to chreaten 
them . a new edition of © The Progreſs of a Di- 
« vine,” it was his calm and begs reſolution to 
ſuppreſs it for ever. 

He once intended to Bat made a better repara- 
tion for the folly or injuſtice with which he might be 
charged, by writing another poem called“ The 
ei. X. a „ 


« Progreſs of 2 Free- thinker, whom, he intended 
to lead through. all the ſtages of vice and folly, to 
convert him from virtue to wickednels, and from re- 
lgion, to. infidelity, by all the modiſh ſophiſtry uſed 
for that purpoſe ; and at laſt to Ain i by bis 
own hand i into the other world. : 

That he did not execute this defign is is u real loſs 
to mankind; for he was too well acquainted with all 
the ſcenes of debauchery to have failed in his repre- 
ſentations of them, and too zealous for virtue not to 
have repreſented them in ſuch a manner as ſhould 
expoſe them either to ridicule. or deteſtation. | 

But this plan was like others, formed and laid 
aſide, till the vigour of his imagination was ſpent, 
and the efferveſcence of invention had ſubfided ; but 
ſoon. gave way to ſome other deſign, which pleaſed 
by its novelty for a while, *. then was n 
like the former. 7 

le was ſtill in his uſual exigences, having no cer- 
tain ſupport but the penſion allowed him by the 
Queen, which, though it might have kept an exact 
ceconomiſt from want, was very far from being ſuffi 
cient for Mr. Savage, who had never been accuſtomed 
to diſmiſs any of his appetites without the gratifica- 
tion which they ſolicited, and whom nothing but want 
of money withheld. from partaking of every me 
that fell within his view. 

His conduct with regard to his penſion was very 
particular. No ſooner had he changed the bill, than 
he vaniſhed from the ſight of all his acquaintance, 
and lay for ſome time out of the reach of all the 
enquiries that friendſhip or curioſity could make 
after him. At length he appeared again pennyleſs as 

before, 


before, but never informed even thoſe whom he 
ſeemed to regard moſt, where he had been; nor 
was his retreat ever diſcovered. 

This was his conſtant practice during the whole 

time that he received the penfion from the Queen : 
he regularly diſappeared and returned. He, indeed, 
affirmed that he retired to ſtudy, and that the money 
ſupported him in folitude for many months; but his 
friends declared, that the ſhort time in which it was 
ſpent ſufficiently confuted his own account of his 
His politeneſs and his wit till raifed him friends, 
who were defirous of fetting him at length free from 
that indigence by which he had been hitherto op- 
preſſed; and therefore ſolicited Sir Robert Walpole 
in his favour with ſo much earneſtneſs, that they ob- 
tained a promiſe of the next place that. ſhould be- 
come vacant, not exceeding two hundred pounds 
a year. This promiſe was made with an un- 
common declaration, * that it was not the promiſe 
&* of a miniſter to a petitioner, bur of a friend to his 
9 friend. 

Mr. Savage now concluded himſelf ſer at at 
for ever, and, as he obſerves in a poem written 
on that incident of his life, truſted and was truſted 
but ſoon found that his confidence was ill-grounded, 
and. this friendly promiſe was not inviolable. He 
ſpent a long time in ſolicitations, and at laſt deſpaired 
and defiſted. 

He did not indeed deny that he had given the 
miniſter ſome reaſon to believe that he ſhould not 
ſtrengthen his own intereſt by advancing him, for he 

had taken care to diſtinguiſh himſelf in  coffce-houfes 
1 as 
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as an advocate for the miniſtry of the laſt years of 
Queen Anne, and was always ready to juſtify. the 
conduct, and exalt the character, of Lord Boling- 
broke, wha: he mentions with great regard in' an 

Epiſtle upon Authors, which he wrote about that 
time, but was too wile to publiſh, and of which only 
ſome. fragments have. appeared, inſerted by him in 
the e Magazine”. after his retirement. 
To deſpair, was not, however, the character of 
Savage; ; when one patronage failed, he had recourſe 
to another. The Prince was now extremely popular, 
and had very liberally rewarded the merit of ſome 
writers, whom Mr. Savage did not think ſuperior 
to himſelf, and therefore he reſolved, to addreſs a 

poem to eee ' 

For this purpoſe he 1 grote of a bie which 
could regard only perſons of the higheſt rank and 
| greateſt affluence, and which was therefore proper for 

a, poem intended to procure the patronage of a 
prince; and having retired for ſome time to Rich- 
mond, that he might proſecute his deſign in full 
tranquillity, without the temptations of pleaſure, or 
the ſolicitations of creditors, by Which his medita- 
tions were in equal danger of being diſconcerted, he 
2 a poem, On Publick Spirit, with n 

to Publick Works.“ 

The plan of this poem is very e and com- 
ptiſes a multitude of topicks, each of which might 
furniſh matter ſufficient for a long performance, and 
of which ſome have already employed more eminent 
writers; but as he was perhaps not fully acquainted 
with the whole extent of his own deſign, and was 
writing to obtain a ſupply of wants too prefling to 
admit 
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0 ad mit of long or accurate enquiries, he paſſes neg- 
ligently over many publick works; which, even 
in his own opinion, deſerved to be more elaborately 
treated. SET ne 7 2/96 HDD: i Sad troy 
But though he may ſometimes! diſappoint his 
reader by tranſient touches upon theſe ſubjects, which 
have often been conſidered, and therefore naturally 
raiſe expectations, he muſt be allowed amply to com- 
penſate his omiſſions, by expatiating, in the conclu- 
fon. of bis work, upon a kind of beneficence not 
yet celebrated by any eminent poet, though it now 
appears more ſuſceptible of embelliſhments, more 
adapted to exalt the ideas, and affect the paſſions, 
than many of thoſe which have hitherto been thought 
moſt worthy of the ornament of verſe. The ſettle- 
ment of colonies in uninhabited countries, the eſtab- 
liſhment of thoſe in ſecurity, whoſe misfortunes have 
made their own country no longer pleaſing or ſafe, 
the acquifition of property without injury to any, 
the approbation of the waſte and luxuriant boun- 
ties of nature, and the [enjoyment of thoſe gifts 
which Heaven has ſcattered upon regions unculti- 
vated and unoccupied, cannot be conſidered with- 
out giving riſe to a great number of pleaſing ideas, 
and bewildering the imagination in delighttul prof-/ 
pects; and, therefore, whatever ſpeculations they 
may produce in thoſe o have confined themſelves, 
to political ſtudies, naturally fixed the attention, and 
excited the applauſe, of a poet. The politician, 
when he conſiders men driven into other countries 
for ſhelter, and obliged to retire to foreſts and de- 
ſerts, and paſs their lives and fix their poſterity 
in the remoteſt corners of the world, to avoid thoſe 
i Aa 3 — —_— 
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| hardſhips which they ſuffer or fear in their native 
place, may very properly enquire, why the legiſla- 
ture does not provide a remedy for theſe miſeries, 
rather than encourage an eſcape from them. He may 
conclude, that the flight of every honeſt man is a 
loſs to the community; that thoſe who are unhappy 
without guilt ought to be relieved; and the life, 
which is overburthened by accidental calamities, 
ſet at eaſe by the care of the publick; and that thoſe, 
who have by miſconduct forfeited their claim to fa- 
vour, ought rather to be made uſeful to the ſociety - 
which they have injured, than be driven from it. 
But the poet is employed in a more pleaſing under- 
taking than that of propoſing laws which, however 
Juſt or expedient, will never be made, or endeavour- 
ing to reduce to rational ſchemes of government ſo- 
cieties which were formed by chance, and are con- 
ducted by the private paſſions of thoſe who preſide 
in them. He guides the unhappy fugitive from 
want and perſecution, to plenty, quiet, and ſecurity, 
and ſeats him in ſcenes of peaceful ſolitude, and un- 
diſturbed repoſe. ae 
Savage bas not alen amidſt the e 
timents which this proſpect of retirement ſuggeſted 

to him, to cenſure thoſe crimes which have been 
generally committed by the diſcoverers of new. re- 
gions, and to expoſe the enormous wickedneſs of 
making -war upon barbarous nations becauſe they 
cannot reſiſt, and of invading countries becauſe they 
are fruitful; of extending navigation only to pro- 
pagate vice, and of viſiting diſtant lands only to lay 
them waſte, He has aſſerted the natural equality 
of mankind, and endeavoured to ſuppreis that pride 
which 
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which inclines men to imagine that right is the con- 
ſequence of power. 

His deſcription of the various miſeries which force 
men to ſeek for refuge in diſtant countries, affords 
another inſtance of his proficiency in the important 
and extenſive ſtudy of human life; and the tender- 
neſs with which he recounts them, - another * of 
his humanity and benevolence, - 

It is obſeryable, that the cloſe of this poem dit 
covers a change which experience had made in Mr. 
Savage's opinions. In a poem written by him in his 
youth, and publiſhed in his Miſcellanies, he declares 
his contempt of the contracted views and narrow 
proſpects of the middle ſtate of life, and declares his 
reſolutian either to tower like the cedar, or be tram- 
pled like the ſhrub; but in this. poem, though ad- 
dreſſed to a prince, he mentions this Rate of life as 
compriſing thoſe who ought moſt to attract reward, 
thoſe who merit moſt the confidence of power, and 
the familiarity of greatneſs; and, accidentally men- 
_ tioning this paſſage to one of his friends, declared, 
chat in his opinion all the virtue of mankind was 
comprehended in that ſtate, 

In deſcribing villas and gardens, he did not 
omit to condemn that abſurd cuſtom, which prevails 
among the Engliſh, of permitting ſervants to receive 
money from firangers for the entertainment that 
they receive, and therefore inſerted 1 in his poem theſe 


lines: 5 


But what the flowering pride of gardens = 
However royal, or however fair, 
If gates, which to acceſs ſhould {till give way, 


Ope but, like Peter's paradiſe, for pay; 
| Aa 4 If 


If b varlets, frequent ſtand, . 
And each new walk muſt a new tax e * 


hat foreign A but with contempt ſurve * 
Vhat Muſe bly ! from oblivion ſnatch, their praiſe 4 


| 1 Day before the publication of his performance be 
recollected, that the Queen allowed her garden and 
cave at Richmond to be ſhewn for money; and that 
ſhe ſo openly countenanced the practice, that ſhe had 
beſtowed the privilege of ſhewing them as a place of 
profit on a man; whoſe merit ſhe abend herſelf upon 
rewarding, though the gave my OP — m_ | 
of diſgracing his count. | 
He therefore thought, with more prudenes hah 
was often exerted by bim, that the publication of 
theſe lines might be officiouſly repreſented as an in- 
ſult upon the Queen, to whom he owed his life and 
his ſubſiſtence; and that the propriety of his obſer- 
vation would be no ſecurity againſt the cenſures 
which the unſeaſonableneſs of it might draw upon 
him; he therefore ſuppreſſed the paſſage in the firſt 
edition, but after the Queen's death thought the 
ſame caution no longer ne, and — it to 
the proper place. _— 
The poem was, therefore, publicbed bone any 
political faults, and inſcribed to the Prince; but Mr. 
Savage, having no friend upon whom he could pre- 
vail to preſent it to him, had no other method of 
attracting his obſervation than the publication of 
frequent advertiſements, and therefore received no 
reward from his patron, a omen on ether 

occaſions. 
This diſappointment he never mentioned without 
indigna- 


4 * 1 


. 


indignation, being by ſome means or other confident 
that the Prince was not ignorant of his addreſs to him; 
and inſinuated, that, if any advances. in popularity” 
could have been made by diſtinguiſhing him, he 
had not written without notice, or without reward:*" 
He was once inclined to have preſented his poem 
in perſon, and ſent to the printer for a copy with 
that deſign; but either his opinion changed, or his 
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reſolution deſerted him, and he continued to reſent 


jt. e without mne to denen nn into 

Nor was hs publick much more botlble than 
his patron, for only ſeventy two were ſold, though 
the performance was much commended by ſome 
whoſe judgement i in that kind of writing is generally 
allowed. But Savage eafily reconciled himſelf to 
mankind without imputing any defect to his work, 
by.obſerving that his poem was unluckily publiſhed 
two days after the prorogation of the parliament, 
and by conſequence at a time when all thoſe who 
could be expected to regard it were in the hurry of 
preparing for their departure, or engaged in taking 
leave of others upon their nden from Fanner 
aſſairs. 

It muſt be however allowed,” in juſtification of the 
publick, that this performance is not the moſt ex- 
cellent of Mr. Savage's works ; and that, though it 


cannot be denied to contain many ſtriking ſenti- 


ments, majeſtick lines, and juſt obſervations, it is 
in general not ſufficiently poliſhed in the language, 
or enlivened in the imagery, or digeſted in the 
plan. ann 
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Thus his poem contributed nothing to the allevia- 

tion of his poverty, which was ſuch as very few 
cduld have ſupported with equal patience z, but to 
which, it muſt likewiſe be confeſſed, that few would 
have been expoſed who received punctually fifty 
pounds a year; a ſalary which, though by no means 
equal to the demands of vanity and luxury, is yet 
found ſufficient to ſupport families above want, and 
was undoubtedly more than the neceſſities of life 
require. 

But no ſooner had he received his. — aay than 
he withdrew to his darling privacy, from . which he 
returned in a ſhort time to his former diſtreſs, and 
for ſome part of the year generally lived by chance, 
eating only when he was invited to the tables of his 
acquaintances, from which the meanneſs of his dreſs 
often excluded' him, when the politeneſs and va- 
riety of his converſation would have been thought a 
| ſufficient recompence for his entertainment. 

He lodged as much by accident as he dined, and 
paſſed the night ſometimes in mean houſes, which 
are ſet open at night to any caſual wanderers, ſome- 
times in cellars, among the riot and filth of the 
meaneſt and moſt profligate of the rabble ; and ſome- 
times, when he had not money to ſupport even the 
expences of theſe receptacles, walked about the 
ſtreets till he was weary, and lay down in the 
ſummer upon the bulk, or in the winter, with his 
aſſociates in poverty, among the aſhes of a glaſs- 
houſe. | 

In this manner were paſſed thoſe days and thoſe 
nights which nature had enabled him to have em- 
ployed in elevated ſpeculations, uſeful ſtudies, or 
pleaſing 
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deen converſation. On a bulk, in a cellar, or in 
a glaſs-houſe, among thieves and beggars, was to be 
found the. Author of The Wanderer, the man of 
exalted ſentiments, extenſive views, and curious ob- 
ſervations; the man whoſe remarks on life might 
have aſſiſted the ſtateſman, whoſe ideas of virtue 
might have enlightened the moraliſt, whoſe eloquence 
might have influenced ſenates, and whoſe Golly 
might have poliſhed courts, _ 

It cannot but be imagined that ſuch neceſſities 
might ſometimes force him upon diſreputable prac- 
tices; and it is probable that theſe lines in The Wan 
derer were occaſioned by his reflections on n his own 
conduct : 


Though miſery leads to happineſs, and truth, 
_ Unequal to the load this languid youth, 
(O, let none cenſure, if, untried by grief, 
If, amidſt woe, untempted hy relief), 
He ſtoop'd reluctant to low arts of ſhame, 
Which then, ev'n then, he ſcorn'd, and bluſh'd to 
name. | 


Whoever was acquainted with him was certain to 
be ſolicited for ſmall ſums, which the frequency of 
the requeſt made in time conſiderable; and he was 
therefore quickly ſhunned by thoſe who were become 
familiar enough to be truſted with his neceſſities; 
but his rambling manner of life, and conſtant ap- 
pearance at houſes of publick reſort, always pro- 
cured him a new ſucceſſion of friends, whoſe kind- 
neſs had not been exhauſted by-repeated requeſts ; 
ſo that he was ſeldom abſolutely without reſources, 
but had in his utmoſt exigences this comfort, that 
he always imagined himſelf fure or ms relief. 

It 


364 A . E 

It was obſerved, that he always aſked favours of 
this kind without the leaſt ſubmiſſion or apparent 
conſciouſneſs of dependence, and that he did not 
ſeem to look upon a compliance with his requeſt as 
an obligation that deſerved any extraordinary acknow- 
ledgements'; but a refuſal was reſented by him as an 
affront, or complained of as an injury; nor did he 
readily reconcile himſelf to thoſe who either denied 
to lend, or gave him afterwards any intimation _ 
W expected to be repaid. Ki | 

He was ſometimes ſo far dotapatRogeitn by thoſe 
who knew both his merit and diſtreſſes, that they 
received him into their families, but they ſoon diſ- 
covered him to be a very incommodious inmate; for, 
being always accuſtomed to an irregular manner of 
life, he could not confine himſelf to any ſtated hours, 
or pay any regard. to the rules of a family, but would 
prolong his converſation till midnight, without conſi- 
dering that bufineſs might require his friend's applica- 
tion in the morning; and, when he had perſuaded 
himſelf to retire to bed, was not, without equal 
difficulty, called up to dinner; it was therefore im- 
pooſſible to pay him any diſtinction without the entire 
ſubverſion of all economy, a kind of eſtabliſhment 
which, wherever he went, he always appeared ambi- 
tious to overthrow. 

It muſt, therefore, be acknowledged, in Juſtifica- 
tion of mankind, that it was not always by the neg- 
ligence or coldneſs of his friends that Savage was diſ- 
treſſed, but becauſe it was in reality very difficult to 
preſerve him long in a ſtate of eaſe. To ſupply him 
with money was a hopeleſs attempt; for no ſooner 


did he ſee himſelf maſter of a ſum ſufficient to ſet 
him 
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him free from care for a day, than * became pro- 
fuſe: and. luxurious. When once he had entered a 
tavern, or engaged in a ſcheme of pleaſure, he never 
retired till want of money obliged him to ſome neu 
expedient. If he was entertaiged in a family, nothing 
was any longer to be regarded there but amuſements 
and jollity; wherever Savage entered, he immediately 
expected that order and buſineſs ſhould fly before him, 
that all ſhould thence- forward be left · to hazard, and 
that no dull principle of ,domeſtick; management 
ſhould be oppoſed to his inline or dan upon 
his gaiety Y engund a} 
His diſtreſſes, e elflitire, n never dejected 
bows in his loweſt ſtate. he wanted not ſpirit; to aſſert 
the natural dignity of wit, and was always ready to 
repreſs that inſolence which the ſuperiority of for- 
tune incited, and to trample on that reputation 
which roſe upon any other baſis than that of merit: 
he never admitted any groſs familiarities, or ſubmitted 
to be treated otherwiſe than as an equal. Once, 
when he was without lodging, meat, or clothes, one 
of his friends, a man indeed not remarkable for mo- 
deration in his proſperity, left a meſlage, that he de- 
ſired to ſee bim about nine in the morning. Savage 
knew that his intention was to aſſiſt him; but was 
very much diſguſted. that he ſhould preſume to pre- 
ſcribe the hour of his attendance, and, I believe, re- 
fuſed to viſit him, and rejected his kindneſs. 
The ſame invincible temper, whether firmneſs or 
obſtinacy, appeared in his conduct to the Lord Tyrs 
connel, from whom he very frequently demanded, 
that the allowance which was once paid him ſhould 
be reſtored; but with whom he never appeared, to 
entertain 
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entertain for a moment the thought of ſolieiting a re- 
conciliation, and whom he treated at once with all 
the haughtinefs of ſuperiority, and all the bitterneſs 
of reſentnent. He wrote to him, not in a ſtyle of 
fupplication or reſpect, but of repraach, menace, 
and contempt ; and appeared determined, if he ever 
regained his rg mT to 1 it only 0 the right | 
of conqueſt. 

As many more can eber thas a man is richer 
than that he is wiſer than themſelves, ſuperiority of 
underſtanding is not fo readily acknowledged as that 
of fortune; nor is that haughtineſs, which the con- 
ſciouſneſs of great abilities incites, borne with the 
fame ſubmiſſion as the tyranny of affluence ;' and 
therefore Savage, by aſſerting his claim to defer- 
ence and regard, and by treating thoſe with con- 
tempt, whom better fortune animated to rebel againſt 
him, did not fail to raife a great number of enemies 
in the different claſſes of mankind. Thoſe who 
thought themfelves raifed above him by the advant- 
ages of riches, hated him becauſe they found no 
protection from the petulance of his wit. Thoſe 
who were eſteemed for their writings feared him as a 
eritick, and maligned him as a rival, and almoſt all 
the ſmaller wits were his profeſſed enemies. 

Among theſe Mr. Miller fo far indulged his re- 
ſentment as to introduce him in a farce, and direct 
him to be perſonated on the ſtage, in a dreſs like 
that which he then wore; a mean inſult, which only 
inſinuated that Savage had but one coat, and which 
was therefore deſpiſed by him rather than reſented; 
for though he wrote a lampoon againſt Miller, he 


never An it: and as no other perſon ought to 
proſecute 
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proſecute that revenge from which the perſon wWho 
was injured deſiſted, I ſhall not preſerve what Mr. 
Savage ſuppreſſed; of which the publication would 
indeed have been m dee bes _ 
potent an aſſault. . 

The great hardſhips of poverty were to Ses not 
the want of lodging or of food, but the neglect and 
contempt which'it drew upon him. He complained 
that as his affairs grew deſperate, he found his repu- 
tation for capacity viſibly decline; that his opinion 
in queſtions of criticiſm was no longer regarded, 
when his coat was out of faſhion; and that thoſe 
who, in the interval of his proſperity, were always 
encouraging him to great undertakings by encomiums 
on his genius and affurances of fueceſs, now received 
any mention of his defigns with coldneſs, thought 
that the ſubjects on which he propoſed to write were 
very difficult, and were ready to inform him, that 
the event of a poem was uncertain, that an author 
ought to employ much time in the conſideration of 
his plan, and not preſume to fit down to write in 
conſequence of a few curſory ideas, and a ſuperficial 
knowledge; difficulties were ſtarted on all ſides, and 
he was no longer qualified for any 5 but 
The Volunteer Laureat.“ 

Vet even this kind of contempt never depreſſed 
him; for he always preſerved a ſteady confidence in 
his own capacity, and believed nothing above his 
reach which he ſhould at any time earneſtly endea- 
vour to attain, He formed ſchemes of the ſame kind 
with regard to knowledge and to fortune, and flat- 
tered himſelf with advances to be made in ſcience, 


as w—_— riches, to be enjoyed in ſome diſtant ' * 
ö * 0 
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of his life, For the acquiſition of knowledge he was 
indeed far better qualified than for that of riches; 
for he was naturally inquiſitive, and deſirous of the 
converſation of thoſe from whom any information 
was to be obtained, but by no means ſolicitous to 
improve thoſe opportunities that were ſometimes of- 
feted of raiſing his fortune; and he was remarkably 
retentive of his ideas, which, when once he was in 
poſſeſſion of ,.t them, rarely forſook him; a quality 
which could never be communicated to his money. 
While he was thus wearing out his life in expec- 
tation that the Queen would ſome time recollect her 
promiſe, he had recoyrſe to the uſual practice of 
writers, and publiſhed propoſals for printing his works 
by ſubſcription, to which he was encouraged by the 
ſucceſs of many who had not a better right to the 
favour of the publick ; but, whatever was the rea- 
ſon, he did not find the world equally inclined to 
favour him; and he obſerved, with ſome diſcontent, 
that, though he offered his works at half a guinea, 
he was able to procure but a ſmall number in com- 
pariſon with thoſe who {ubſcribed twice as much to 
Duck. * meh] xa 
Nor was it ik, 4 chat by aw his 
propoſals neglected by the Queen, who patroniſed 
Mr. Duck's ich uncommon ardour, and incited 2 
competition, among thoſe who attended the court, 
who ſhould. moſt promote his intereſt, - and who 
ſhould firſt offer a ſubſcription. This was a diſtinc- 
tion to which Mr. Savage made no ſcruple of aſſert- 
ing, that his birth, his misfortunes, and his genius, 
gave a fairer title, * could be pleaded by him on 
whom it was conferred... 97 25 * 


Savage” 8 
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Savage's applications were, however, not univer- 
fally unſucceſsful; for ſome of the nobility counte- 
nanced his deſign, encouraged his propoſals, and 
ſubſcribed with great liberality, He related of the 
Duke of Chandos particularly, that, upon nn 
his propoſals, he ſent him ten guineas. 

But the money which his ſubſcriptions afforded 
him was not leſs volatile than that which he received 
from his other ſchemes; whenever a ſubſcription was 
paid him, he went to a tavern; and, as money ſo 
collected is neceſſarily received in ſmall ſums, he 
never was able to ſend his poems to the preſs,” but 
for many years continued * ern and e 
dered whatever he obtained. 

This project of printing his works was eee 
rn. and, as his propoſals grew obſolete, new 
ones were printed with freſher dates. To form 
ſchemes for the publication, was one of his favourite 
amuſements; nor was he ever more at eaſe than when, 
with any friend who readily fell in with his ſchemes, 
he was adjuſting the print, forming the advertiſe- 
ments, and regulating the diſperſion of his new edi- 
tion, which he really intended ſome time to publiſh, 
and which, as long as experience had ſhewn him 
the impoſſibility of printing the volume together, 
he at laſt determined to divide into weekly or monthly 
numbers, that the profits of the firſt might ſupply 
* expences of the next. 

Thus he ſpent his time in mean npedbente 22 | 
dxmentitig ſuſpence, living for the greateſt part in 
fear of proſecutions from his creditors, and conſe- 
quently; ſkulking in obſcure parts of the town, of 
which he was no ſtranger to the remoteſt corners. 
2: SL. Ao B b "= 
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But wherever he came, his addreſs ſecured him 
friends, whom his neceſſities ſoon alienated; ſo that 
he had, perhaps, a more numerous . acquaintance 
than any man ever before attained, there being ſcarcely 
any perſon eminent on any account to whom he was 
not known, or whoſe character he was not in ſome 


degree able to delineate. 
To the acquiſition of this extenfive acquaintance 


every circumſtance of his life contributed. He ex- 


celled in the arts of converſation, and therefore wil- 
lingly practiſed them. He had ſeldom any home, or 
even a lodging in which he could be private; and 


therefore was driven in eee for the com- 


mon conveniences of and ſupports of nature. 
He was always ready to comply with every invitation, 
having no employment to withhold him, and often 
no money to provide for himſelf; and by dining with 
one company, he never failed of obtaining an. intro- 


duction into another. i 


Thus diffipated was his life, and thus caſual his 
ſubſiſtence ; yet did not the diſtraction of his views. 
hinder him from reflection, nor the uncertainty» of 


his condition depreſs his gaiety. When he had wan- 


dered about without any fortunate adventure by 
which he was led into a tavern, he ſometimes retired 
into the fields, and was able to employ his mind in 
ſtudy, to amuſe it with pleaſing imaginations; and 
ſeldom appeared to be melancholy, but when ſome 
ſudden misfortune had juſt fallen upon him, and 
even.then in a few moments he would diſentangle 
himſelf from his perplexity, adopt the ſubject of 


converſation, and apply his mind — to the ob- 


jects that others preſented to it. 
This 
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This life, unhappy as it may be already imagined, 
was yet impittered, in 1738, with new calamities. 
The death of the Queen deprived him of all the 
proſpects of preferment with which he ſo long enter- 
tained his imagination; and, as Sir Robert Walpole 
had before given him reaſon to believe that he never 
intended the performance of his promiſe, he was 
now abandoned again to fortune. 

He was, however, at that time, 8 oy a 
friend; and as it was not his cuſtom to look out for 
diſtant calamities, or to feel any other pain than that 
which forced itſelf upon his ſenſes, he was not 
much afflicted at his loſs, and perhaps comforted 
himſelf that his penſion would be now continued 
without the annual tribute of a panegyrick. 

Another expectation contributed likewiſe to ſup- 
port him; he had taken a reſolution to write a ſecond 
tragedy upon the ſtory of Sir Thomas Overbury, in 
which he preſervei a few lines of his former play, 
but made a total alteration of the plan, added new 
incidents, and introduced new characters; ſo that it 
was a new tragedy, not a revival of the former. 
Many of his friends blamed him for not making 
choice of another ſubject; but, in vindication of 
himſelf, he aſſerted, that it was not eaſy to find a 
better; and that he thought it his intereſt to extin- 
guiſh the memory of the firſt tragedy, which he 
could only do by writing one leſs defective upon the 
ſame tory; by which he ſhould entirely defeat the 
_ artifice of the bookſellers, who, after the death of 
any author of reputation, are always induſtrious to 
ſwell his works, by uniting his worſt productions 


with his beſt. 
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In the execution of this ſcheme, however, he 
proceeded but ſlowly, and probably only employed 
himſelf upon it when he could find no other amuſe- 
ment; but he pleaſed himſelf with counting the 
profits, and perhaps imagined, that the theatrical re- 
putation which he was about to acquire, would be 
equivalent to all that 252 had loſt * the death of his 
patroneſs. 
- He did not, in . aſl 1 i 
riches, negle& the meaſures proper to ſecure the 
continuance of his penſion, though ſome of his fa- 
vourers thought him culpable for omitting to write 
on her death; but on ber birth-day next year, he 
gave a proof of the ſolidity of his judgement, and 
the power of his genius. He knew that the track 
of elegy had been ſo long beaten, that it was impoſ- 
fible to travel in it without treading in the footſteps 
of thoſe who had gone before him; and that there- 
fore it was neceſſary, that he might diſtinguiſh him- 
ſelf from the herd of encomiaſts, to "ERP out * 
new walk of funeral panegyrick. ö 
This difficult taſk: he — in -foch a een 
that his ꝓoem may be juſtly ranked among the beſt 
pieces that the death of princes has produced. By 
transferring the mention of her death to her birth- 
day, he has formed a happy combination of topicks, | 
which any other man would have thought it very 
difficult to connect in one view, but which he has 
united in ſuch a manner, that the relation between 
them appears natural; and it may be juſtly ſaid, that 
what no other man would have thought on, it no, 
appears ſcarcely poſſible for any man to miſs. 


The 
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The beauty of this peculiar combination of ima- 
ges is ſo maſterly, that it is ſufficient to ſet this poem 
above cenſure; and therefore it is not neceſſary. to 
mention many other delicate touches which may' be 
found in it, and which would —_ be admired 
in any other performance. 

To theſe proofs of his genius may be added, 
Bann: the ſame poem, an inſtance of his prudence, 
an excellence for which he was not ſo often diſtin- 
guiſhed; he does not forget to remind the king, in 
the moſt delicate and artful manner, of en 
his penſion. 

With regard to the fared of his addreſs, he was 
for ſome time in ſuſpence, but was in no great de- 
gree ſolicitous about it; and continued his labour 
upon his new tragedy with great tranquillity, till the 
friend who had for a conſiderable time ſupported him, 
removing his family to another place, took occafion 
to diſmiſs him. It then became neceſſary to enquire 
more diligently what was determined in his affair, 
having reaſon to ſuſpe& that no great favour was 
intended him, becauſe he had not received his pen- 


ſion at the uſual time. 
It is ſaid, that he did not take thoſe n of 


retrieving bis intereſt, which were moſt likely to 
ſucceed; and ſome of thoſe who were employed in the 
Exchequer, cautioned him againſt too much violence 
in his proceedings: but Mr. Savage, who ſeldom re- 
gulated his conduct by the advice of others, gave 
way to his paſſion, and demanded of Sir Robert 
| Walpole, at his levee, the reaſon of the diſtinction 
that was made between him and the other penſioners of 
the Queen, with a degree of roughneſs which perhaps 
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determined him to withdraw what had been only 
delayed. 

Whatever was the crime of which he was accuſed 
or ſuſpected, and whatever influence was employed 
againſt him, he received ſoon after an account that 
took from him all hopes of regaining his penſion ; 
and he had now no proſpect of ſubſiſtence but from 
his play, and he knew no way of living for the time 
required to finiſh it. 

So peculiar -were the misfortunes of this man, 
deprived of an eſtate and title by a particular law, 
expoſed and abandoned by a mother, defrauded by 
ada a mother of a fortune which his father had allotted 
him, he entered the world without a friend; and 
though his abilities forced themſelves into eſteem and 
reputation, he was never able to obtain any real ad- 
vantage, and whatever proſpects aroſe, were always 
intercepted as he began to approach them. The 
king's intentions in his favour were fruſtrated; his, 

dedication to the prince, whoſe generofity on every 
other occaſion wageminent, procured him no reward; 


Sir Robert Walpole, who valued himſelf upon keep- 


ing his*promiſe to others, broke it to him without 
regret; and the bounty of the Queen was, after her 
death, withdrawn from him, and from him only. 
Such were his misfortunes, which yet he bore, not 
only with decency, but with cheerfulneſs; nor was 
his gaicty clouded even by his laſt diſappointments, 
though he was in a ſhort time reduced to the loweſt 
degree of diſtreſs, and often wanted both lodging 
and food. At this time he gave-atiother inſtance of 
the inſurmountable obſtinacy of his ſpirit; his cloaths 
were worn out; and he received notice, that at a 
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coffee - houſe ſome cloaths and linen were left for him: 
the perſon who fent them did not, I believe, inform 
him to who he was to be obliged, that be might 
ſpare the perplexity of acknowledging the benefits 
but though the offer was ſo far generous, it was 
made with ſome negle& of ceremonies; which Mr. 
Savage ſo much reſented, that he refuſed the preſent, 
and declined to enter the houſe till the cloaths that 
had been defigned for him were taken away, 

His diſtreſs was now publickly known, and his 
r therefore, thought it proper to concert ſome 
meaſures for his relief; and one of them wrote a let - 
ter to him, in which he expreſſed his concern “ for 
5 the miſerable withdrawing of his penſion;“ and 
gave him hopes, that in à ſhort time he ſhould find 
himſelf ſupplied with a competence, ** without any 
4e dependence en thoſe little creatures * we are 
* pleaſed to call the Great.” 

The ſcheme propoſed for this 1 and indepen- 

dent ſubſiſtence was, that he ſhould retire into Wales, 
and receive an allowance of fifty pounds a year, to 
be raiſed by a ſubſcription, on which he was to live 
privately in a cheap place, without aſpiring any more 
to affluence, or having any farther care of reputation, 

This offer Mr. Savage gladly accepted, though 
with intentions very different from thoſe of his friends; 
for they propoſed that he ſhould continue an exile 
from London for ever, and ſpend all the remaining 
part of his life at Swanſea z but he deſigned only 
to take the opportunity, which their ſcheme offered 
him, of retreating for a ſhort time, that he might 
prepare his play for the ſtage, and his other works 
for the preſs, and then to return to London to exhi- 
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bit his tragedy, and live __ hb profits of his own 
labour. | 


With regard to his worksg he 5 very great 
improvements, which would have required much 
time, or great application; and when he had finiſhed 
them, he deſigned to do juſtice to his ſubſeribers, 
by publiſhing them according to his propoſals. 
As he was ready to entertain himſelf with future 

pleaſures, he had planned out a ſcheme of life for 
the country, of which he had no knowledge but from 
paſtorals and ſongs. He imagined that he ſhould be 
tranſported to ſcenes of flowery felicity, like thoſe 
which one poet has reflected to another; and had 
projected a perpetual round of innocent pleaſures, 
of which he ſuſpected no interruption from pede, 
or ignorance, or brutality. 

With theſe expectations he was ſo enchanted, that 
when he was once gently reproached by a friend for 
ſubmitting to live upon a ſubſcription, and adviſed | 
rather by a reſolute exertion of his abilities to ſup- 
port himſelf, he could not bear to debar himſelf from 
the happineſs which was to be found in the calm of a 
cottage,.or loſe the opportunity. of liſtening, without 
intermiſſion, to the melody of the nightingale, which 
he believed was to be heard from every bramble, and 
which he did not fail to mention as a very important 
part of the happineſs of a country life. 

While this ſcheme was ripening, his friends di- 
rected him to take a lodging in the liberties of the 
Fleet, that he might be ſecure from his creditors, 
and ſent him every Monday a guinea, which he com- 
monly ſpent before the next morning, and truſted, 
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after his uſual: manner, the remaining * of che 
week to the bounty of fortune. 
Hue now began very ſenſibly to feel the 5 — af 
e Tboſe by whom he was to be ſupported, 
began to preſcribe to him with an air of authority, 
which he knew not how decently to reſent, nor pa- 
tiently to bear; and he ſoon diſcovered, from the 
conduct of moſt of his ſubſcribers, - that he was yet 
in the hands of „ little creatures.” 

Oft the inſolence that he was obliged to ſuffer, he 
gave many inſtances, of which none appeared to 
raiſe his indignation to a greater height, than the 
method which was taken of furniſhing bim with 
cloaths. Inſtead of conſulting him, and allowing 
him to ſend a taylor his orders for what they thought 
proper to allow him, they propoſed to ſend for a 
taylor to take his meaſure, and then to conſult how 
they ſhould equip him. 

This treatment was not very delicate, 1 nor was it 
ſuch as Savage's humanity would have ſuggeſted to 
him on a like occafion; but it had ſcarcely deſerved 
mention, had it not by affecting him in an uncom- 
mon degree, ſhewn the peculiarity. of his character. 
Upon hearing the defign that was formed, he came 
to the lodging of a friend with the moſt violent ago- 
nies of rage; and, being aſked what 1t could be that 
gave him ſuch. diſturbance, he replied with the 
utmoſt vehemence of indignation, “ That they had 
6 ſent for a taylor to meaſure him.” | 

How the affair ended was never enquired, for 
fear of renewing his uneaſineſs. It is probable that, 
upon recollection, he ſubmitted with a good * to 

What 
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what he could not avoid, and that he diſcovered no 
reſentment where he had no power. 

He was, however, not humbled to implicit and 
valverſal compliance; for when the gentleman, who 
had firſt informed him of the defign to ſupport him 
by a ſubſcription, attempted to procure a reconcilia- 
tion with the Lord Tyrconnel, he could by no means 
be prevailed upon to comply with thi meaſures that 
were, propoſed. 

A letter was written for blew * to Sir William Le- 
mon, to. prevail upon him to interpoſe his good offices 
with Lord Tyrconnel, in which he ſolicited Sir Wil- 
liam's aſſiſtance © for a man who really needed it as 
* much as any man could well do;” and informed 
him, that he was retiring “ for ever to a place where 
c he ſhould no more trouble his relations, friends, 
« or enemies; he confeſſed, that his paſſion had 
betrayed him to ſome conduct with regard to Lord 
Tyrconnel, for which he could not but heartily aſk 
his pardon; and as he imagined Lord Tyrconnel's 
paſſion might be yet ſo high, that he would not 
cc receive a letter from him,” begged that Sir Wil- 
| liam. would endeavour to ſoften him; and expreſſed 
his hopes that he would comply with his requeſt, and 
that “ fo ſmall a relation would not harden his heart 
5 againſt him.“ 

That any man ſhould preſume to diQate a letter 
to him, was not very agreeable to Mr. Savage; and 
therefore he was, before he had opened it, not much 
mclined to approve it. But when he read it, he 
found it contained ſentiments entirely oppoſite to 


* By Mr. Pope, Dr. J. hi 
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his own, and, as he aſſerted, to the truth; and 
therefore, inſtead of copying it, wrote his friend a 
letter full of maſculine reſentment and warm expo- 
ſtulations. He very juſtly obſerved, that the ſtyle 
was too ſupplicatory, and the repreſentation too 
abject, and that he ought at leaſt to have made him 
com plain with the dignity of a gentleman in 
« diſtreſs.” He declared that he would not write 
the paragraph in which he was to aſk Lord Tyrcon- 
nePs pardon; for, * he deſpiſed his pardon, and 
«therefore could not heartily, and would not hy 
* critically, aſk it.” He remarked that his friend 
made a very unreaſonable diſtinction between himſelf 
and him; for, ſays he, when you mention men of 
c high rank in your own character,“ they are © thoſe 
6 little creatures whom we are pleaſed to call the 
Great; but when you addreſs them © in mine,“ 
no ſervility is ſufficiently humble. He then with great 
propriety explained the ill conſequences which might 
be expected from ſuch a letter, which his relations 
would print in their own defence, and which would 
for ever be produced as a full anſwer to all that he 
ſhould alledge againſt them; for he always intended 
to publiſh a minute account of the treatment which 
he had received. It is to be remembered, to the 
honour of the gentleman by whom this letter was 
drawn up, that he yielded to Mr. Savage's reaſons, 
and agreed that it ought to be ſuppreſſed. 
After many alterations and delays, a ſubſcription 
was at length raiſed, which did not amount to fifty 
Pounds a year, though twenty were paid by one gen- 
tleman ; ſuch was the generoſity of mankind, that 


* Mr. Pope. R. 5 
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what had been done by a player without ſolicitation, 
could not now be effected by application and in- 
tereſt; and. Savage had a great number to court: and 
to obey fon a penſion leſs than that which Mrs. Old- 
field paid him without exacting any ſervilities. 
Mr. Savage, however, Was ſatisfied, and. willing 
to fetire, and was convineed that the allowance, 
though ſcanty, would be more than ſufficient for him, 
being now determined to commence a rigid œcono- 
miſt, and to live according to the exact rules of fru- 
gality; for nothing was in his opinion more contemp- | 
tible than a man, who, when he knew his income, 
exceeded it; and yet he confeſſed, that inſtances of 
ſuch folly were too common, and lamented that ſome 
men were not to be truſted with their own money. 
Full of theſe ſalutary reſolutions, he left London 
in July 1739, having taken leave with great tender- 
neſs of his friends, and parted from the author of 
this narrative with tears in his eyes. He was fur- 
niſhed with fifteen guineas, and informed, that they 
would be ſufficient, not only for the expence of his 
journey, but for his ſupport in Wales for ſome time; 
and that there remained but little more of the firft 
collection. He promiſed a ſtrict adherence to his 
maxims of parſimony, and went away in the ſtage- 
coach; nor did his friends expect to hear from him, 
till he informed them of his arrival at Swanſea. _ 
But when they leaſt expected, arrived a letter 
dated the fourteenth day after bis departure, in 
which, he ſent them word, that he was yet upon the 
road, and without money; and that he therefore 
could not proceed without a remittance, They then 
ſent him the money that was in their hands, with 
which 
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which he was enabled to reach Briſtol, rr e is 


he was to go to Swanſea by water. 
At Briſtol he found an embargo laid upon the 
ſhipping, ſo that he could not immediately obtain a 
paſſage; and being therefore obliged to ſtay there 
ſome time, he with his uſual felicity ingratiated him- 
ſelf with many of the principal inhabitants, was 
invited to their houſes, diſtinguiſhed at their publick 
feaſts, and treated with a regard that gratified — 
vanity, and therefore eafily engaged his affection. 
He began very early after his retirement to — 
plain of the conduct of his friends in London, and 
irritated many of them ſo much by his lettets, chat 
they withdrew, however bonourably, rheit acchtri- 
butions; and it is believed, that little more as pad 
him than the twenty pounds a year, Which Were al 
lowed him * the gentleman er Projbles thel ſiih- 
any cent 360016T% 013 l 51 BRnale97 
After Sn ſtay at Bibel e jones 10 Swanſea; 
the place originally propoſed for [his reßidenes; 
where he lived about a year, very much -diffablaied 


with the diminution of his falary ; but contracted, 


as in other places, acquaintance with thoſe Wh Were 
moſt diſtinguiſhed in that country, among whom he 
has celebrated Mr. Powel and Mrs. Jonesg. by ſome 
verſes which he inſerted in “ The Gentleniiti's' Ma- 
Ti gazine . 9.937 35:7 1 108 10 208 23021991 

Here he completed his tragedy, of which two acts 
were wanting when he left London; and was defirous 
of coming to town, to bring it upon the ſtage, This 
. was Tay warmly Lge to and he was ad. 


#) 


* Reprinted in the late Collection. 
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viſed, 
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viſed, by his chief benefactor, to put it into the 
hands of Mr. Thomſon and Mr. Mallet, that it might 
be fitted for the ſtage, and to allow his friends to re- 
ceive the profits, out of which an annual 7 
ſhould be paid him. 

. . This propoſal he rejected with the — contempt. 
He was by no means convinced that the judgement 
of thoſe to whom he was required to ſubmit, was ſu- 
perior to his own. He was now determined, as he 
expreſſed it, to be © no longer kept in leading- 
ſtrings, and had no elevated idea of his bounty, 
« who. propoſed to penſion him out of the profits of 
i his own labours.” 

He attempted in Wales to promote a ee 
for his works, and had once hopes of ſucceſs; but in 
a ſhort time afterwards formed a reſolution of leaving 
that part of the country, to which he thought it not 
reaſonable to be confined, for the gratification of thoſe, 
who, having promiſed him a liberal income, had no 
ſooner. baniſhed him to a remote corner, than they re- 
duced his allowance to a ſalary ſcarcely equal to the 
neceſſities of life. 

His reſentment of the treatment, which, in his 
own opinion at leaſt, he had not deſerved, was ſuch, 
that he broke off all correſpondence with moſt of his 
contributors, and appeared to conſider them as per- 
ſecutors and oppreſſors; and in the latter part of his 
life declared, that their conduct toward him ſince 
his departure from London had been perfidiouſ- 
c neſs.improving on perfidiouſneſs, and inbomanicy 

© on inhumanity.“ 

It is not to be ſuppoſed, that the neceſſities of 
Mr. Savage did not ſometimes incite him to fatirical 
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exaggerations of the behaviour of thoſe by whom he 
thought himſelf reduced to them. But ir muſt be 
granted, that the diminution of his allowance was 
a great hardſhip, and that thoſe who withdrew their 
ſubſcription from a man, who, upon the faith of 
their promiſe, had gone into a kind of baniſhment, 
and abandoned all thoſe by whom he had been before 
relieved in his diſtreſſes, will find it no eaſy taſk to 
vindicate their conduct. -] 

It may be alleged, and patzt juſtly, i he 
was petulant and contemptuous; that he more fre- 
quently reproached his ſubſcribers for 'not giving 
hitn more, than thanked them for what he received 
but it is to be remembered, that his conduct, 
and this is the worſt charge that can be drawn up 
apainſt him, did them no real injury, and that it 
therefore ought rather to have been pitied than re- 
ſented; at leaſt, the reſentment it might provoke 
ought to have been generous and manly; epithets 
which his conduct will hardly deſerve that ſtarves the 
man whom he has perſuaded to put himſelf into his 
power. 

It might have been reaſonably amade by 
Savage, that they ſhould, before they had taken away 
what they promiſed, have replaced him in his for- 
mer ſtate, that they ſhould have taken no advantages 
from the fituation to which the appearance of their 
kindneſs had reduced him, and that he ſhould have 
been recalled to London before he was abandoned. 
He might juſtly repreſent, that be ought to have 
been conſidered as a lion in the toils, and demand 
to be releaſed before the dogs ſhould be looſed upon 
him. 

He 
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He endeavoured, indeed, to releaſe himſelf, and, 
With an intent to return to London, went to Briſtol, 
where a repetition of the kindneſs which he had for- 


merly found, invited him to ſtay. He was not only 
careſſed and treated, but had a collection made for 


him of about thirty pounds, with which it had been 


happy if he had immediately departed for London; 
but his negligence did not ſuffer him to conſider, 
that ſuch proofs of kindneſs were not often to be 
expected, and that this ardour of benevolence was 
in a great degree the effect of novelty, and might, 
Probably, be every day leſs; and therefore he took 
no care to improve the happy time, but was encou- 
raged by one favour to hope for another, till at 
length e me was — ang” OO 
wearied. 1 ts 
Another part of bis miſtbododt was the * of 
prolonging his viſits to unſeafonable hours, and diſ- 


concerting all the families into which he was admitted. 


This was an error in a place of commerce, which 
all the charms of his converſation could hot compen- 
ſate; for what trader would purchaſe ſuch airy ſatis- 


faction by the loſs of ſolid gain, which muſt be the 


conſequence of midnight mertiment, as thoſe hours 
which were gained at night were eee loſt in 
the morning? t 

Thus Mr. Savage, after the odriay of the inha- 
bitants was gratified, found'the number of his friends 
daily decreaſing, perhaps without ſuſpecting for what 


reaſon their conduct was altered; for he ſtill continued 


to haraſs, with his nocturnal intrufions, thoſe that yet 
countenanced him, and admitted him to their houſes. 
| | But 
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But he did not ſpend all the time of his reſidence 
at Briſtol in viſits or at taverns, for he ſometimes 
returned to his ſtudies, and began ſeveral conſiderable 
de ſigns. When he felt an inclination to write, he 
always retired from the knowledge of his friends, 
any lay hid in an obſcure part of the ſuburbs, till he 
found himſelf again defirous of company, to which 
it is likely that intervals of abſence made him more 
welcome. | 

He was always full of his deſign of returning to 
London, to bring his tragedy upon the ſtage; but 
having neglected to depart with the money that was 
raiſed for him, he could not afterwards procure a 
ſum ſufficient to defray the expences of his journey; 
nor perhaps would a freſh ſupply have had any other 
effect than, by putting immediate pleaſures into his 
power, to have driven the thoughts of his Sy 
out of his mind. 

While he was thus ſpending the day in contriv- 
ing a ſcheme for the morrow, diſtreſs ſtole upon him 
by imperceptible degrees. His conduct had already 
wearied ſome of thoſe who were at firſt enamoured 
of his converſation; but he might, perhaps, ſtill have 
devolved to others, whom he might have enter- 
tained with equal ſucceſs, had not the decay of his 
cloaths made it no longer confiſtent with their vanity 
to admit him to their tables, or to aſſociate with 
him in publick places. He now began to find every 
man from home at whoſe houſe he called; and was 
therefore no longer able to procure the neceflaries of 
life, but wandered about the town, ſlighted and neg- 
lected, in queſt of a dinner, "aun he 40 not always 
obtain. | 
IV Obes Ao Cc | ._ HY 
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To complete his miſery, he was purſued by the 
officers for ſmall debts which he had contracted; 
and was therefore obliged to withdraw from the ſmall 
number of friends from whom he had till reaſon to 
hope for favours. His cuſtom was to lie in bed the 
greateſt part of the day, and to go out in the dark 
with the utmoſt privacy, and after having paid his viſit, 
return again before morning to his lodging, which 
was in the garret of an obſcure inn. 

Being thus excluded on one hand, and confined on 
the other, he ſuffered the utmoſt extremities of 
poverty, and often faſted ſo long that he was ſeized 
with faintneſs, and had loſt his appetite, not being 
able to bear the ſmell of meat, till the action of his 
ſtomach was reſtored by a cordial. 

In this diſtreſs, he received a remittance of five 
pounas from London, with which he provided him- 
ſelf a decent coat, and determined to go to London, 
but unhappily ſpent his money at a favourite tavern. 
Thus was he again confined to Briſtol, where he 
was every day hunted by bailiffs. In this exigence he 
once more found a friend, who ſheltered him in his 
houſe, though at the uſual inconveniences with which 
his company was attended; for he could neither be 
perſuaded to go to bed in the night, nor to riſe in 
the day. | 

It 1s obſervable, that in theſe various ſcenes of 
miſery he was always diſengaged and cheerful : he 
at ſometimes purſued his ſtudies, and at others con- 
tinued or enlarged his epiſtolary correſpondence ; 
nor was he ever ſo far dejected as to endeavour to 
procure an increaſe of his allowance by any other 
methods than accuſations and reproaches. 

He 
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Hie had now no longer any hopes of aſſiſtance 
from his friends at Briſtol, who as merchants, and 
by conſequence ſufficiently ſtudious of profit, cannot 
be ſuppoſed to have looked with much compaſſion 
upon negligence and extravagance, or to think any 
excellence equivalent to a fault of ſuch conſequence 
as neglect of economy. It is natural to imagine, 
that many of thoſe, who would have relieved his real 
wants, were diſcouraged from the exertion of their 
benevolence by obſervation of the uſe which was 
made of their favours, and conviction that relief would 
only be momentary, and that the ſame neceſſity would 
quickly return. 

At laſt he quitted the houſe of his friend, and 
returned to his lodging at the inn, till intending to 
ſet out in a few days for London; but on the 1oth 
of January 1742-3, having been at ſupper with two 
of his friends, he was at his return to his lodgings 
arreſted for a debt of about eight pounds, which he 
owed ar a coffee- houſe, and conducted to the houſe 
of a ſheriff's officer. The account which he gives of 
this misfortune, in a letter to,one of the gentlemen 
with whom he had ſupped, is too remarkable to be 
omitted, 

It was not a little unfortunate for me, that I 
< ſpent yeſterday's evening with you; becauſe the 
hour hindered me from entering on my new lodg- 
ing; however, I have now got one, but ſuch an 
& one as I believe nobody would chuſe. 

I was arreſted at the ſuit of Mrs, Read, juſt as 
J was going up ſtairs to bed, at Mr. Bowyer's ; 
© but taken in ſo private a manner, that J believe 
«© nobody at the White Lion is appriſed of it: though 
1 CES. «© ] let 
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& let the officers know the ſtrength, or rather weak- 
« neſs, of my pocket, yet they treated me with the 
«© utmoſt civility ; and even when they conducted me 
«to confinement, it was in ſuch a manner, that J 
« verily believe I could have eſcaped, which I would 
rather be ruined than have done, notwithſtanding 
the whole amount of my finances was but three 
„ pence halfpenny. 

In the firſt place, I muſt ;ofiſt, that you will in- 
« duſtriouſly conceal this from Mrs. S s, becauſe 
I would not have her good nature ſuffer that pain, 
* which, I know, ſhe would be apt to feel on this 
« occation. 
Next, I conjure you, dear Sir, by all the ries 
5 of friendſhip, by no means to have one uneaſy 
thought on my account; but to have the ſame 
6 pleaſantry of countenance, and unruffled ſerenity 
of mind, which (God be praiſed !) J have in this, 
and have had in a much ſeverer calamity, Further- 
more, I charge you, if you value my friendſhip 
& as truly as I do yours, not to utter, or even harbour, 
« the leaſt reſentment againſt Mrs. Read, I believe 
„ ſhe has ruined me, but I freely forgive her; and 
“(though 1 will never more have any intimacy with 
* her) I would, at a due diſtance, rather do her an 
© at of good, than ill will. Laſtly, (pardon. the ex- 
56 preffion,) I abſolutely command you not to offer 
& me any pecuniary aſſiſtance, nor to attempt getting 
me any from any one of your friends. At another 
time, or on any other occation, you may, dear 
friend, be well affured, I would rather write to 
% you in the ſubmiſſive ſtyle of a requeſt, than that 
« of a peremptory command, 


6 Hows 
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However, that my truly valuable friend may not 


« think I am too proud to aſk a favour, let me in- 
treat you to let me have your boy to attend me 


for this day, not only for the fake of ſaving me the 
<« expence of porters, but for the delivery of ſome 


< letters to people whoſe names I would not have 
s known to ſtrangers. 

«© The civil treatment I have thus far met from 
«© thoſe whole prifoner I am, makes me thankſul to 
the Almighty, that though he has thought fit to 
« viſit me (on my birth- night) with affliction, yet 
(tuch is his great goodneſs!) my affliction is not 
« without alleviating circumſtances. I murmur not; 
but am all reſignation to the divine will. As to 
the world, I hope that I ſhall be endued by Heaven 
© with that preſence of mind, that ſerene dignity 
& in misfortune, that conſtitutes the character of a 
* true nobleman ; a dignity far beyond that of coro- 
nets; a nobility arifing from the juſt principles 
wa philoſophy, refined and exalted by thoſe of 
“ chriſtianity.“ 

He continued five days at the officer's, in 1 
that he ſhould be able to procure bail, and avoid the 
neceſſity of going to priſon. The ſtate in which he 
paſſed his time, and the treatment which he reccived, 
are very juſtly expreſſed by him in a letter which 
he wrote to a friend: The whole day,” ſays he, 
« has been employed in various people's filling my 
« head with their fooliſh chimerical ſyſtems, which 
&« has obliged me coolly (as far as nature will admit) 
< to digeſt, and accommodate myſelf to every dif- 
«« ferent perſon's way of thiaking ; hurried from one 
c wild ſyſtem to another, till it has quite made a 

Cc 3 «© chaos 
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* chaos of my imagination, and nothing done— 
6 promiſed—diſappointed—ordered to ſend, every 
hour, from one part of the town to the other.” 

When his friends, who had hitherto carefled 
and applauded, found that to give bail and pay the 
debt was the ſame, they all refuſed to preſerve 'him 
from a priſon at the expence of eight pounds; and 
therefore, after having been for ſome time at the 
officer's houſe at an immenſe expence,” as he ob- 
ſerves in his letter, he was at length removed to 
re. 

This expence he was ennabled to ſupport by the 
generoſity of Mr. Naſh at Bath, who, upon receiv- 
ing from him an account of his condition, im- 
mediately ſent him five guineas, and promiſed to 
promote his ſubſcription at Bath with all his in- 
tereſt, | 

By his removal to Newgate, he obtained at leaſt 
a freedom from ſuſpence, and reſt from the diſturb- 
ing viciſſitudes of hope and diſappointment : he now 
found that his friends were only companions, who 
were willing to ſhare his gaiety, but not to partake 
of his misfortunes; and therefore he no longer ex- 
pected any aſſiſtance from them. 

It muſt, however, be obſerved of one gentleman, 
that he offered to releaſe him by paying the debt; 
but that Mr. Savage would not conſent, I ſuppoſe 
becauſe he thought he had before been too burthen- 
ſome to him. 

He was offered by ſome of his friends that a col- 
jectioh ſhould be made for his enlargement; but he 
treated the propoſal,” and declared * © he ſhould 


Ina letter after his confinement, Dr. J. 
| * again 
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again treat it, with diſdain, As to writing any 
cc mendicant letters, he had too high a ſpirit, and de- 
* termined only to write to ſome miniſters. of tate, 
c to try to regain his penſion.” 

He continued to complain * of thoſe that had ſent 
him into the country, and objected to them, that he 
had ** loſt the profits of his play, which had been 
& finiſhed three years; “ and in another letter declares 
his reſolution to publiſh a pamphlet, that the world 
might know how “ he had been uſed.” 

This pamphlet was never written; for he in a very 
ſhort time recovered his uſual tranquillity, and cheers 
fully applied himſelf to more inoffenſive ſtudies. He 
indeed ſteadily declared, that he was promiſed a yearly 
allowance of fifty pounds, and never received half 
the ſum : but he ſeemed to refign himſelf to that 
as well as to other misfortunes, and loſe the re- 
membrance of it in his amuſements and employ- 
ments. 100; ies 5 

The cheerfulneſs with which he bore his confine- 
ment appears from the following letter, which he 
wrote, January the goth, to one of his friends 1n 
London. | * 

J now write to you from my confinement in 
«© Newgate, where I have been ever fince Monday 
&« laſt was ſe'nnight, and where I enjoy myſelf 
c with much more tranquillity than I have known 
« for upwards of a twelvemonth paſt; having a room 
« entirely to myſelf, and purſuing the amuſement of 
** my poetical ſtudies, uninterrupted, and agreeable 
to my mind. I thank the Almighty, I am now 
« all collected in myſelf; and, though my perſon is 


* Letter, Jan. 15. 


CE 4 | . 


392 VA Ee 

in confinement, my mind can expatiate on ample 
5 and uſeful ſubjects with all the freedom imaginable. 
% | am now more converſant with the Nine than 
ever, and if, inſtead of a Newgate- bird, 1 may be 
«© allowed to be a bird of the Mules, I aſſure you, 
“Sir, I ſing very freely in my cage; ſometimes in- 
« deed in the plaintive notes of the nightingale; 
& but, at others, in the cheerful ſtrains of the lark.“ 

In another letter he obſerves, that he ranges from 
one ſubject to another, without confining - himſelf 
to any particular taſk; and that he was employed 
one week upon one attempt, and the next upon 
another. fx 

Surely the fortitude of this man deſerves, at leaſt, 
to be mentioned with applauſe; and, whatever faults 
may be imputed to him, the virtue of ſuffering well 
cannot be dewed him, The two powers which, in 
the opinion of Epictetus, conſtituted a wife man, 
are thoſe of bearing and forbearing, which it cannot 
indeed be affirmed to have been equally poſſeſſed by 
Savage; and indeed the want of one obliged kim very 
frequently to practiſe the other. 

He was treated by Mr. Dagge, the keeper of the 
pfriſon, with great humanity; was ſupported by him 
at his own table, without any certainty of recom- 
pence; had a room to himſelf, to which he could 
at any time retire from all diſturbance ; was allowed 
to ſtand at the door of the priſon, and ſometimes 
taken out into the fields * ; ſo that he ſuffered fewer 
hardſhips in priſon than he had been accuſtomed to 
undergo in the greateſt part of his life, 


See this confirmed, Gent, Mag. vol. LVII, 1140, N. 
4 The 
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The keeper did not confine his benevolence to a 
gentle execution of his office, but made ſome over- 
tures to the creditor for his releaſe, though without 
effect; and continued, during the whole time of his 
impriſonment, to treat him with the utmoſt tender- 
neſs and civility. | 

Virtue is undoubtedly moſt laudable in that ſtate 
which makes it moſt difficult; and therefore the hu- 
manity of a gaoler certainly deſerves this public at- 
teſtation; 2nd the man, whoſe heart has not been 
hardened by ſuch an employment, may be juſtly 
propoſed as a pattern of benevolence. If an inſcrip- 
tion was once epgraved *© to the honeſt toll. ga- 
© therer,” leſs honours vor not to be paid © to 
„the tender gaoler.” | 

Mr. Savage very frequently roovhiea viſits, and 
ſometimes preſents, from his acquaintances; but they 
did not amount to a ſubſiſtence, for the greater part 
of which he was indebted to the generoſity of this 
keeper ; but theſe favours, however they might en- 
dear to him the particular perſons from whom he 
received them, were very far from impreſſing upon 
his mind any advantageous ideas of the people of 
Briftol, and therefore he thought he could not more 
properly employ himſelf in prifon, than in writ- 
ing a poem called“ London and Briſtol deline- 
ee ©.” | 

When he had brought this poem to its preſent 
ſtate, which, without confidering the chaſm, is 
not perfect, he wrote to London an account of his 


*The Author preferred this title to that of“ London and 
„ Briftol compared ;” which, when he began the piece, he in- 
tended to prefix to it. Dr, J. | 

de- 
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deſign, and informed his friend &, that he was de- 
termined to print it with his name; but enjoined 
him not to communicate his A to his Briſtol 
acquaintance. The gentleman, ſurpriſed at his reſo- 
lution, endeavoured to diſſuade him from publiſhing 
it, at leaſt from prefixing his name; and declared, 
that he could not reconcile the injunction of ſecrecy 
with his reſolution to own it at its firſt appearance, 
To this Mr. Savage returned an anſwer agreeable to 
his character, in the following terms: 

“ received yours this morning; and not without 
* a little ſurpriſe at the contents. To anſwer a queſ- 
« tion with a queſtion, you aſk me concerning Lon- 
4 don and Briſtol, why will I add delineated ? Why 
* did Mr. Woolaſton add the ſame word to his RE- 
_ ©©LIG10N oF NATURE ? I ſuppoſe that it was his will 
and pleaſure to add it in his caſe; and it is mine 
« to do ſo in my own. You are pleaſed to tell me, 
« that you underſtand not why ſecrecy is enjoined, 
* and yet I intend to ſet my name to it. My anſwer 
4 1s—T have my private reaſons, which I am not ob- 
« liged to explain to any one. You doubt my friend 
* Mr. S—— F would not approve of it—And what 
« js it to me whether he does or not? Do you imagine 
that Mr. S—— is to dictate to me? If any man 
& who calls himſelf my friend ſhould aſſume ſuch an 
“air, I would ſpurn at his friendſhip with contempt. 
« You ſay, I ſeem to think ſo by not letting him 
£ know it—And ſuppoſe I do, what then? Perhaps 
& ] can give reaſons for that diſapprobation, very fo- 
& reign from what you would imagine. You go on 


* This friend was Mr. Cave the printer. N, 
+ Mr. Strong, of the Poſt - office. N. 6 
| ce 11 
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et in ſaying, Suppoſe I ſhould not put my name to 
« it—My anſwer is, that I will not ſuppoſe any ſuch 
* thing, being determined to the contrary : neither, 
« Sir, would I have you ſuppoſe, that I applied to 
cc you for want of another preſs : nor would I have 
cc you imagine, that I owe Mr. S obligations 
« which J do not.” 

Such was his imprudence, and ſuch his obſtinate - 
adherence to his own reſolutions, however abſurd! 
A priſoner ! ſupported by charity ! and, whatever in- 
ſults he might have received during the latter part of 
his ſtay at Briſtol, once careſſed, eſteemed and pre- 
ſented with a liberal collection, he could forget on a 
ſudden his danger and his obligations, to gratify the 
petulance of his wit, or the eagerneſs of his reſent- 
ment, and publiſh a ſatire, by which he might rea- 
ſonably expect that he ſhould alienate thoſe who then 
ſupported him, and provoke thoſe whom he could 

neither reſiſt nor eſcape. 

This reſolution, from the execution of n it is 
probable that only his death could have hindered him, 
is ſufficient to ſhew, how much he diſregarded all 
conſiderations that oppoſed his preſent paſſions, and 
how readily he hazarded all future advantages for any 
immediate gratifications. Whatever was his predo- 
nant inclination, neither hope nor fear hindered him 
from complying with it; nor had oppoſition any other 
effect than to heighten his ardour, and irritate his ve- 
hemence. 

This performance was however laid afide, while he 
was employed in ſoliciting aſſiſtance from ſeveral great 
perſons ; and one interruption ſucceeding another, hin- 

dered him from ſupplying the chaſm, and perhaps 
| 3 from 


396 ADV 4A TG AE? 


from retouching the other parts, which he can hardly 
be imagined to have finithed:in his own opinion for 
it is very unequal, and ſome of the lines are rather 
inſerted to rhyme to others, than to ſupport or im- 
prove che ſenſe; but the firſt and laſt parts are nes 
up with great ipirit and elegance. 

His time was ſ pent in the priſon for the moſt part in 
ſtudy, or in receiving viſits; but ſometimes he de- 
ſcended to lower amuſements, and diverted himſeif in 
the kitchen with the converſation of the crimivals; 
for it was not pleaſing to him to be much without 
company; and though he was very capable of a ju- 
dicious choice, he was often contented with the firſt 
that offered; for this he was ſometimes reproved by 
his friends, who found bim ſurrounded with felons: 
but the reproof was on that, as on other occaſions, 
thrown away; he continued to gratify himſelf, and 
to ſet very little value on the opinion of others. 

But here, as in every other ſcene of his life, he 
made uſe of ſuch opportunities as occurred of bene- 
fiting thoſe who were more miſerable than himſelf, 
and was always ready to perform any office of huma- 

nity to his tellow-priſoners. | 
Ile had now ceaſed from correſponding with any 
of his ſubſcribers except one, who yet continued. to 
remit him the twenty pounds a year which he had 
promiſed ' him, and by whom it was expected that 
he would have been in a very ſhort time enlarged, 
becauſe he had directed the keeper to enquire after 
the ſtate of his debts, 

However, he took care to enter his name according 
to the forms of the court *, that the creditor. might 


* Sce Gent, Mag. vol, LVII. 1040. 
=O be 
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. be obliged to make him ſome allowance, if he was 
continued a priſoner, and, when on that occaſion he 


appeared in the hall, was treated with very: em 
reſpect. 


But the reſentment of PE city was ee raiſed 
by ſome accounts that had been ſpread of the ſatire; 


and he was informed that ſome of the merchants in- 


tended to pay the allowance which the law required, 
and to detain him a priſoner at their own expence. 
This he treated as an empty menace ; and perhaps 
might have haſtened the publication, only to ſne how 
much he was ſuperior to their inſults, had not all his 
{ſchemes been ſuddenly deſtroyed. 

W hen he had been fix months in priſon, he received 
from one of his friends * in whoſe kindneſs he had 
the greateſt confidence, and on whoſe affiſtance he 
chiefly depended, a letter, that contained a charge 


of very atrocious ingratitude, drawn up in ſuch terme 


as ſudden reſentment dictated. Henley, in one of his 
advertiſements, had mentioned Pope's treatment 
« of Savage.” This was ſuppoſed by Pope to be the 
conſequence of a complaint made by Savage to Hen - 
ley, and was therefore mentioned by him with much 
reſentment. Mr. Savage returned a very ſolemn 


proteſtation of his innocence, but however appeared 


much diſturbed at the accuſation. Some days after- 
wards he was ſeized with a pain in his back and ſide, 
which, as it was not violent, was not ſuſpected to be 


dangerous; but growing daily more languid and de- 


jected, on the 25th of July he confined himſelf to his 


= Mr. Pope. See ſome extracts of We from that gentleman, 
to and concerning Mr, Savage, in Ruifhead's Life of Pope, 
P- 502. R. 
e room, 
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room, and a fever ſeized his ſpirits. The ſymptoms 
grew every day more formidable, but his condition 
did not enable him to procure any aſſiſtance. The 
laſt time that the keeper ſaw him was on July the 
31ſt, 1743; when Savage, ſeeing him at his bed ſide, 
faid, with an uncommon earneſtneſs, =I have ſome- 
thing to ſay to you, Sir ;” but, after a pauſe, moved 
his hand in a melancholy manner ; and, finding him- 
ſelf unable to recollect what he was going to commu- 
nicate, ſaid, Tis gone!” The keeper ſoon after left 
him ; and the next morning he died. He was buried 
in the church- yard of St. Peter, at the expence of the 
N e | 

Such were the life and death of Richard Savage, 
a man equally diſtinguiſhed by his virtues and vices; 
and- at once remarkable for his weakneſſes and abi- 
lities. 

He was of a middle Fo of a thin habit of 
body, a long viſage, coarſe features, and melancholy 
aſpect; of a grave and manly deportment, a ſolemn 
dignity of mien, but which, upon a nearer acquaint- 
ance, ſoftened into an engaging eaſineſs of manners, 
His walk was flow, and his voice tremulous and 
mournful. He was eafily excited to ſmiles, but yery 


ſeldom provoked to laughter. 


His mind was in an uncommon degree vigorous 
and active. His judgement was accurate, his appre- 
henfion quick, and his memory ſo tenacious, that he 
was frequently obſerved to know what he had learned 
from others, in a ſhort time, better than thoſe by 
whom he was informed ; and could frequently recol- 
lect incidents, with all their combination of circum- 


ſtances, which few would have regarded at the pre- 
ſent 


| ſent time, but which the *** of his apprehen- 
ſion impreſſed upon him. He had the art of eſcap- 
ing from his own reflections, and NY *. 
ſelf to every new ſcene. 

To this quality is to be imputed the extent of his 

knowledge, compared with the ſmall time which he 
ſpent in viſible endeavours to acquire it. He mingled 
in curſory converſation with the ſame ſteadineſs of 
attention as others apply to a lecture; and amidſt the 
appearance of thoughtleſs gaiety, loſt no new idea 
that was ſtarted, nor any hint that could be improved. 
He had therefore made in coffee-houſes the ſame pro- 
ficiency as others in their cloſets ; and it is remark- 
able, that the writings of a man of little education 
and little reading have an air of learning ſcarcely to 
be found in any other performances, but which per- 
haps as often obſcures as embelliſhes them. 
His judgement was eminently exact both with 
regard to writings and to men. The knowledge of 
life was indeed his chief attainment; and it 1s not 
without ſome ſatisfaction, that T can produce the 
ſuffrage of Savage in favour of human nature, of 
which he never appeared to entertain fuch odious 
ideas as ſome, who perhaps had neither his judge- 
ment nor experience, have publiſhed, either in often- 
tation of their ſagacity, vindication of their crimes, 
or gratification of their malice. 

His method of life particularly qualified him 'for 
converſation, of which he knew how to practiſe all 
the graces. He was never vehement or loud, but 
at once modeſt and eaſy, open and reſpectful; his 
language was vivacious or elegant, and equally happy 
upon grave and humorous 3 He was gene- 
| | rally 


=_ | ona kk 


rally cenſured for not knowing when to retire; but 
that was not the defect of his judgement, but of his 
fortune: when he left his company, he was fre- 
quently to ſpend the remaining part of the night in 
the ſtreet, or at leaſt was abandoned to gloomy re- 
flections, which it is not ſtrange; that he delayed as 
long as he could; and ſometimes forgot that be gave 

others pain to avoid it himſelt. 

It cannot be ſaid, that he made uſe of bis abilities 
for the direction of his own conduct: an irregular 
and diffipated manner of life had made him the flave 

of every paſſion that happened to be excited by the 
preſence of its object, and that ſlavery to his paſſions 
reciprocally produced a life irregular and diſſipated. 
He wis not maſter of his own motions, nor could 
_ Promiſe any thing for the next day. 

With regard to his œconomy, nothing can M 
added to the relation of his life. He appeared to 
think himſelf born to be ſupported by others, and 
diſpenſed from all neceſfity of providing for himſelf; 
he therefore never proſecuted any ſcheme of advan- 

tage, nor endeavoured even to : ſecure the profits 
which his writings might have afforded him. His 
temper. was, in conſequence of the dominion of his 
paſſions, - uncertain and capricious; he was eafily en- 
gaged, and eafily diſguſted ; but he is accuſed of 
retaining his * more men than * bene- 
volence. | 

He was eee both by nature 100 ws, 
and always ready to perform offices of humanity; 
but when he was provoked (and very ſmall offences 
were ſufficient to provoke him), be would proſecute 

his 


| his revenge with the utmoſt acrimony till his paſſion 
had ſubſided. 

His friendſhip was therefore of little n for 

though he was zealous in the ſupport or vindication 
of thoſe whom he loved, yet it was always dangerous 
to truſt him, becauſe he conſidered himſelf as dif- 
charged by the firſt quarrel from all ties of honour 
or gratitude; and would betray thoſe ſecrets which 
in the warmth of confidence had been imparted to 
him. This practice drew upon him an univerſal ac-' 
cuſation of ingratitude: nor can it be denied that 
| he was very ready to ſet himſelf free from the load 
of an obligation; for he could not bear to conceive 
himſelf in a ſtate of dependence, his pride being 
equally powerful with his other paſſions, and appear- 
ing in the form of infolence at one time, and of 
vanity at another. Vanity, the moſt innocent ſpecies 
of pride, was moſt frequently predominant : he could 
not eafily leave off, when he had once begun to men- 
tion himſelf or his works; nor ever read his verſes 
without ſtealing his eyes from the page, to diſcover 
in the faces of his audience, how they were affected 
with any favourite paſſage. 
A kinder name than that of vanity ought to be 
given to the delicacy with which he was always care- 
ful to ſeparate his own merit from every other man's, 
and to reject that praiſe to which he had no claim, 
He did not forget, in mentioning his performances, 
to mark every line that had been ſuggeſted or amend- 
ed; and was fo accurate, as to relate that he owed 
three words in “ The Wanderer” to the advice of 
his friends. 
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His veracity was queſtioned, but with little rea- 
ſon; bis accounts, though not indeed always the 
ſame, were generally conſiſtent. When he loved any 
man, he ſuppreſſed all his faults: and, when he had 
been offended by him, concealed all his virtues: but 
his characters were generally true, fo far as he pro- 
ceeded; though it cannot be denied, that his b 
might have ſometimes the effect of falſehood. 

In caſes indifferent, he was zealous for virtue, 
truth, and juſtice: he knew very well the neceſſity 
of goodneſs to the preſent and future happineſs of 
mankind; nor is there perhaps any writer, who has 
leſs endeavoured to pleaſe by flattering the appetites, 
or perverting the judgement, | 

As an author, therefore, and he now ceaſes. to 
influence mankind in any other character, if one 
piece which he had reſolved to ſuppreſs be excepted, 
he has very little to fear from the ſtricteſt moral 

or religious cenſure. And though he may not be 
altogether ſecure againſt the objections of the critic, 
it muſt however be acknowledged, that his works 
are the productions of a genius truly poetical; and, 

what many writers who have been more laviſhly ap- 
plauded cannot boaſt, that they have an original air, 
which has no reſemblance of any foregoing writer, 
that the verſification and ſentiments have a caſt pe · 
culiar to themſelves, which no man can imitate with 
ſucceſs, becauſe what was nature in Savage, would 
in another be affectation. It muſt be confefled, that 
his deſcriptions are ſtriking, his images animated, 
his fictions juſtly imagined, and his allegories artfully 
purſued ; that his diction is elevated, though fome- 
times forced, and his numbers ſonorous and majeſt ick, 


though 


PRES WY Quggith and encumbered. Of his 
ſtyle, the general fault is harſnneſs, and its general 
excellence is dignity; of his fentiments, the pre- 
vailing beauty is ſimplicity, and EE wy wy 
vailing defect. E 

For his life, or for his writings, none, * can- 
didly conſider his fortune, will think an apology 
either neceſſary or difficult. If he was not always 
ſufficiently inſtructed in his ſubject, his knowledge 
Was at leaſt greater than could have been attained by 
others in the ſame ſtate. If his works were ſome- 
times unfiniſhed, accuracy cannot reaſonably be ex- 
pected from a man oppreſſed with want, which he 
has no hope of relieving but by a ſpeedy publication, 

The inſolence and reſentment of which he is accuſed 
were not eaſily to be avoided by a great mind, ir- 
ritated by perpetual hardſhips, and conſtrained hourly 
to return the ſpurns of contempt, and repreſs the 
inſolence of proſperity; and vanity ſurely may be 
readily pardoned in him, to whom life afforded no 
other comforts than barren praiſes, and the W 
ouſneſs of deſerving them. | 

Thoſe are no proper judges of his conduct, who 
have ſlumbered away their time on the down of 
plenty; nor will any wiſe man eaſily preſume to ſay, 
« Had I been in Savage's condition,” T ſhould have 
& lived or written better than Savage.” 

This relation will not be wholly without its uſe, 
if thoſe, who languith under any part of his ſuffer- 
ings, ſhall be enabled to fortify their patience, by 
reflecting that they feel only thoſe afflictions from 
which the abilities of Savage did not exempt him; 

or thoſe, who, in confidence of ſuperior capacities 
or 
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or attainments, diſregard the common maxims of 
life, ſhall be reminded, that nothing will ſupply the 
want of prudence; and that negligence and irregu- 
larity, long continued, will make knowledge uſeleſs, 
wit ridiculous, and genius contemptible. 


* 
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